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3 joe difeafe which makes the fubje& of the following 
tract, is one in which mankind are, on many accounts, 
much interefted ; no age, fex, rank, or condition of life, is 
exempt from it; the rich, the poor, the lazy,:and the labo- 
rious, are equally liable to it; it produces certaih. incon- 
venience to.all who are afflicted by it; it fometimes puts 
the life of the patient in fuch hazard, as to require one of 
the moft, delicate operations in furgery; and it has in all 
times, from the moft ancient, down to the prefent, ren- 
dered thofe who labour under it fubje&t to the moft ini- 
quitous frauds and impefitions. 

_ The generality of mankind leok upon a rupture as an 
imperfection in their form, as a’difeafe which impairs their 
ftrength, and leflens their generative faculty :. which appre- 
henfions, though abfolutely groundlefs, are fo firmly rooted, 
in the majority of thofe who are afflicted with the diforder, 
as to make them nota little miferable. “They who lie in 
wait to avail themfelves of the weaknefles of the infirm and 
fearful, are well acquainted with thefe fears, and very lucra- 
tive ufe do they make of them; they well know, that the 
man who regards his diforder as an imperfection in his form, 
or as a caufe of any debility, more particularly a venereal 
one, will be very unwilling to have it known, and as glad 
to get rid of it, at any expence or trouble ; by this means 
thefe impoftors are furnifhed with opportunities of fubject- 
ing the ignorant, and credulous, to tedious confinements, 
painful applications, and even hazardous operations ; and 
of defrauding the timorous and bafhful of large films of mo- 
ey, for imaginary difeafes, and pretended cures. 

i a _ Complaints 
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Complaints of this fort, coming from the profeffion, are 
generally ill received; and, being fet to the account of preju- 
dice, intereft, and craft, are very little regarded; but in 
this mankind do us great injuftice. A rupture is a difeafe, 
which, if judicioufly’and honeftly treated from the firft, can 
never be productive of much profit toa furgeon; it requires 
vefy little attendance, and neither external application, nor 
jntérnal medicine ; ‘though the reduétion of the gut, and the 
application of a proper bandage, ‘are neceflary, yet this is in 
general fo foon, and fo eafily accomplifhed, that it muft be 
obvious that’ no great emolument can from thencé be de- 
rived ; and therefore, if the profeffion may be allowed to be 
impartial in any thing which relates to themfelves, I think 
they may in this, from which they never can reap confider- 
able proft, unlefs the difeafe has been greatly neglected, 
ot ill-treated’: “it ‘is from fraud and delufion principally that 
fuch advantage can be derived ; it is from the patient’s igno- 
_ -yarice of the true nature of his diforder, and from bold and 
lying promifes made of a perfect Crea f mi 

It is far from my intention to defend the body of furgeons 
from any accufation which may juftly be brought againft 
them; but as the reafon given by moft of ‘the patrons of 
quackery for their fupporting it, is, that the medical world, 
through mere obftinacy, never depart from’ the cuftoms of 
their anceftors, nor ‘attempt any thing new, though man 
kind might be much’benefited by fuch inventions ; and as'T 
think that fuch imputation cannot with any colour of ‘juftice 
be made againft us, I would beg leave'to be indulged a few 
words on this fubjeQ. 

That the merit of many of the old practitioners was 
great; that they Jeft behind them many proofs both of their 
fagacity, and their dexterity; that we have received large 
information from their writings; and that, ceteris paribus, 
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he who is, beft acquainted with them will be the beft fur- 
geon, is well. known to every one who is at all converfant 
with them, and can be denied only by thofe who are not. 
But, on the other hand, it muft alfo be allowed, that both 
their theory and their practice laboured under great difad- 
vantages; which rendered their judgment of many difeafes 
erroneous, and their treatment of them irrational and unfuc- 
cefsful. ) ay; 

The very imperfect fate of their anatomy was one great 
fource of error; which kind of knowledge has been fo cul- 
tivated in our times as. to convert ignorance into a vice, 
and to render thofe who are, delicient in it perfeCly inex- 
cufable. | | ) 

As this:is the only true and folid bafis from which all chi- 
rurgical knowledge muft for ever {fpring, fo it has of late 
years been productive of many real and great improvements 
in the art. | 

The ancient furgery was coarfe, and loaded with a fars 
rago of external applications, fome of which were horridly, 
and yet unneceflarily painful, and others altogether ufelefs ; 
whilft the operative part of the art was encumbered with a 
multitude of aukward unmanageable inftruments, and pieces 
of machinery. | 

The -practitioners of the prefent time have brought the 
practice into a much narrower compafs, have rendered it 
lefs painful and more intelligible; they have reduced the 
number of inftruments, and by the extreme fimplicity of 
thofe which they now ufe, they have confiderably affifted 
the dexterity of an operator, and fhortened the time of an> 
operation ; they have almoft thrown afide the burning cau- 
tery, and are much more {paring in the ufe of cauttic appli-_, 
cations than their predeceflors ufed to be; they now accom- 
plifh many cures by mild and gentle means, which formerly 
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were thought not obtainable but by much feverity! to fay 
nothing of the indelible marks which fuch practice left be- 
hind it. “The havock formerly made both of limbs and 
lives, by the ufe of long foreeps in gun-fhot wounds; the 
explofion of the long-prevailing notion that fuch wounds 
were poifonous ; the eafy fuperfictal method in which they 
are now in general treated, and the opportunities which fuch 
treatment gives for nature to exert thofe powers with which 
the Almighty Author has furnifhied her, do credit to the 
modern practitioners: the double incifion in amputations 5 
the prefent method of temoving cancerous breafts, and en- 
¢yfted tumours; the lateral operation for the ftone in the 
bladder; the ufe of the cutting gorget ; amputation in the 
joint of the fhoulder ; the prefent method of letting out 
all the water at once from an afcites; the improvements if 
the treatment of the fiftula lachrymalis; the cure of the 
vari and valgi, with many others which might be named; 
in fhort, the fuperior neatnefs, eafe, and expedition of the 
“prefent furgery, when compared to the ancient, are certain 
and undoubted improvements made by the modern prac- 
titioners, and fuch as mankind are much benefited by, as _ 
their pains are thereby leffened; the elegance of their figure 
preferved, and the time of their confinement fhortened ; 
all which will, I prefume, be allowed to be advantages, 
while human nature fhall remain fenfible of pain, while 
{cars fhall be thought deformities, or confinement be deemed. 
irkfome, . 

Nor is our conduct, with regard to the particular difeafe 
which makes the fubject of the following tract, in the leaft 
degree blameable ; fo far from it, that the treatment which 
we meet with fometimes is moft fingularly unjuft, we being 
often feverely cenfured for that from which we. ought to 

‘derive praife: fo little do we deferve the refleCtion eaft upon 
US, 
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nus, of being content with what our fathers taught us, and 
-neither improving the art ourfelves, nor encouraging thofe 
who do; that, on the contrary, much pains have been taken 
to improve this particular part of furgery, and the public 
ought to thank us for not perfevering. in the ufe of the old, 
. tedious, painful, and hazardous proceffes, after we found 
them to be in general ineffectual. 

But though I would at all times vindicate the profeffion 
from every unjuft attack, I would by no means be fuppofed 
to think that there is not large room left for the induftry both 
of us and our fucceflors ; fome of the operative parts of the 
art are {till capable of improvement, and the treatment of 
fome difeafes might certainly be altered for the better: 

Whether our future labours thall be crowned with fuccefs 
or not, ftill I think it will appear to every one at all verfed 
in the hiftory of furgery, that the practitioners of the prefent 
time are fo far from deferving the character which they who 
know nothing of the art have given of them, that they really 
deferve a very contrary one; fince, inftead of obftinately 
adhering to the practice of their anceftors, they have dif- 
fered from it in many inftances, where they found they 
could do it with fafety, and to the advantage of mankind ; 
and have endeavoured to advance the utility of their profef- 
fion, by the only means whereby it is capable of being im-, 
proved, viz. by a fedulous application to anatomy, by the 
frequent examinations of dead morbid bodies, and by making 
fuch experiments on the living, as they had juft reafon to 
think would prove beneficial; candidly acknowledging, at 
the fame time, where they have found their art infufficient, 
and not perfifting in tormenting their fellow-creatures 
merely for gain. | 

In the following treatife I have endeavoured to exprefs 
myfelf in as Blain,’ explicit, and intelligible a manner as 1° 
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am able, and the fubje€t will admit; being defirous as much 
as 1 can to inform mankind of the:true nature of the dif 
eafe, of the danger they incur, and the frauds theyre liable 
to, from the ignorance of one fet of quacks, and the. worfe 
qualities of another: to fhow what the art of furgery in 
judicious hands is capable of doing, and how effentially the 
conduct of an impoftor differs from that of an honeft man, 
who will never be afhamed of confefling that he cannot do | 
what is not in his power. 

In the firft edition of this book were many faults ; sci 
of the prefs, fome of the author; in this fome pains have 
been taken toleflen both: of typographical errors very few, | 
if any, will, I hope, be found; and:wherever it has ap- 
peared to me that the matter of the treatife was obfcure, 
erroneous, or vain Ihave altered, corrected, and added 
to it. 

Lam ftill far from thinking that it is perfeét or faultlefs ; 
but, on the other hand, 1am not confcious of having ad- 
‘vanced any thing in it which is not ftrictly true, and agree- 
able to the moft fuccefsful pra&tice: improvement of the art 
of furgery, and the relief of mankind, are my two principal - 
objects ; and if what I have now, or at any other time writ- 
ten, fhall be found to have contributed toward accomplifhing 
either of thofe ends, I hope the reader will excufe all thofe 
leffer faults, 
quas aut incuria Fuh 
Aut humana parum cavit natura. 
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By the term Rupture, DESCENT, of 
HERNIA, is in general meant a {welling pro- 
duced. by the falling down or. protrufion of 
fome part or parts, which ought naturally to 
be contained within the cavity of the belly. 

The places in which thefe fwellings make 
their appearance, in. order to, form what is 
called a RupruRe, are the groin, the navel, 
the labia pudendi, the upper and fore part of 
the thigh, and every point of the anterior ee 
of the abdomen, | 

The parts,: which by being thrutt forth 
from the cavity in which eg ought natu- 
rally to remain, form thefe tumors, are a por- 
tion of the omentum, a part of the inteftinal 
canal, and *fometimes (though very rarely) 
the ftomach. 

* The liver, leant uterus, bladder, &c. have at different 
times been found in different hernia, but thefe are fo rare as 


not to come within a general defcription. 


From 
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From thefe two circumftances, of fituation, 
and contents, are derived all the different ap- 
pellations by which herniz are diftinguifhed : 
for example, they are called inguinal, /crotal, 

femoral, umbilical, and ventral, as they happen 

to make their appearance in the groin, cod, 
thigh, navel, or belly. Ifa portion of inteftine 
only forms it, it is called exterocele, hernia in- 
teflinalis, or gut-rupture; if a piece of omen- 
tum only, epzploceles; hernia omentals, or caul- 
rupture; and if both inteftine and omentum 
contribute mutually to the formation of the 
tumor, it is called entero- epiplocele, Or com- 
pound rupture. 

Af the piece of gut or caul defcends no Lesh 
than the croin, it is faid to be incomplete, and 
is called bubonocele; if the {crotum be occupied 
by either of them, the rupture is faid to be_ 
complete, and bears the name of o/cheocele: the 
latter ufed by our forefathers to be attributed 
to laceration of the peritoneum, the former to 
its dilatation merely. | 

The opinion, that the {crotal hernia is occa- 
fioned by a forcible divifion, or breach made 
in the peritoneum, has always been, and. {till 
is, with the unknowing, a very prevailing one, 
though without any foundation in truth; both 

the 
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the fcrotal, and femoral, pafs out from the ab- 
domen by openings which are natural to every 
human body; as well thofe who have not rup- 
tures, as thofe who have. ‘The former, that 
is the fcrotal, defcend by means of an aperture 
in the tendon of the external oblique mufcle, 
near the groin; defiened for the paflage of the 
{permatic veffels in men, and the hgamenta 
uteri in women ; and the latter, under the hol- 
jJow made by Poupart’s, or Fallopius’s liga- 
ment, at the upper part of the ery along 
with the great crural vein and artery. 

The pair of mufcles called obliqui externi 
afcendentes, cover all that part of the belly 
which is without bone, and the lower and an- 
terior parts of the thorax. ‘They are flefhy 
on the fides, and tendinous in the middle, and 
lower part ; they fpring from the feventh and 
- eighth ribs, and from all below them, by flefhy 
portions, which indigitate with correfponding 
parts of two other mufcles, called the ferratus 
major anticus, and the latiffimus dorfi, and be- 
coming tendinous, are inferted into what is 
called the linea alba, the {pine of the os ilium, 

and into the os pubis. 
At the lower part of the Belly! on each | 
fide, a little above the laft-mentioned bone, 
| the 
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the fibres of the tendon of this mufcle feparate 
from each other, and form thereby two aper- 
tures, through which pafs the fpermatic vef- 
fels in men, and the ligamenta uteri in wo- 
men. Thefe openings are of an oval figure, 
and have an oblique dire€tion from above 
downward; the upper part of them is rather . 
wider than the lower, and they are of larger 
fize in men than in women.? 

The tendinous fibres of this mufcle, as they 
proceed from its flefhy part obliquely down- 
ward, have feveral {mall apertures for the paf- 
fage of vefiels and nerves: and at their infer- 
tion into the os pubis, they crofs one another, » 
and are as it were interwoven,. by which | 
means their infertion is ftrengthened, and 
their attachment made firmer. 

What is called by the particular name of 
Poupart’s ligament is really nothing more than. 
the lower border of this tendon, ftretched 
from the fore part of the os ilium, or haunch 


\ 


> A detachment of fibres from the fafcia lata of the thigh is 
generally united with the tendon compofing the aperture in the 
ebliquus externus, which mixture or connection of fibres will in 
fome meafure account for the pain which they who labour un- 
der ftrangulated ruptures feel upon ftanding upright, and the 
relief which bending the thigh upward toward the belly always 
gives them. , 
. bone, 
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bone, to the os pubis, and turned or folded » 
inward at its interior edge. 

The other mufcles of the belly are the ob- 
jiquus internus, the tranfverfalis, the rechusy 
and the pyramidalis, none of which have any 
concern with our prefent fubject. The {per- 
matic chord does indeed pafs under the lower 
edge or border of the two firft of thefe, but at 
fuch a diftance, and in fuch manner, that no 
action of thefe mufcles can any way affect, or 
ever make any ftri€ture either on it, or;on a 
hernia accompanying it; they have no perfo- 
_yations, or apertures, though fo many writers 
of crédit (even late ones) have both defcribed 
and delineated them‘, ici ate y they can 

, arenes have 


© However incredible and ftrange it may feem, yet | am con- 
yinced, that operations have been performed by the information 
obtained from books only, without any previous anatomical 
knowledge, any practice on dead bodies, and barely any, if 
‘any, opportunities of feeing fuch operations performed by 
others on the living: how grofsly mui fuch an operator be de- 
ceived by the account of the rings, as they are ufually, though 
abfurdly called, of the abdominal mufcles: after he has divided 
the firft, or that of the external oblique, he will expect to find a 
fecond in the internal, and a third in the tranfverfalis, and will 
never fuppofe that he is got into the cavity of the belly, till he 
has divided all the three: it is therefore of the utmoft confe- 
quence that this matter be fet right, and that, notwithftanding 
what has been faid on this fubject by writers of great eminence, 


every e 
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have no fhare in the embarraffment. of the 
parts contained in a hernial fac, nor require 
any divifion in that operation, which becomes 
fometimes neceflary towards fetting them free: 
which is a faét of no {mall confequence to an 
operator. — 

The infide of thefe mufcles, and indeed the 
whole cavity of the belly, is lined with a 
fmooth, firm, but eafily dilatable- membrane, 
called the peritoneum, a minute account of 
which would lead me befide my prefent pur-_ 
pofe, and therefore I fhall only obferve, that 
it lines the whole abdomen, and gives an ¢x- 
ternal coat to every vifcus contained in it. 

Behind the peritoneum lies a loofe, cellular 
‘membrane, by fome called its appendix, which 
is found in different quantity in different places. - 
In fome the cells are empty, and are immedi- 
ately. vifible upon being blown into; in other 
parts it is plentifully ftocked with fat, and, 


every furgeon be informed that the external oblique mufcle is 
the only one which has any opening in it; that the defcription 
given by Mr. Chefelden of thefe mufcles, in the laft edition of 
_his anatomy, is erroneous; and all defcriptions and all deli- — 
meations (fome of which are to be found even in later writers) 
of more openings than that fingle one on each fide, are not re- 
prefentations of nature, but are the images of a luxuriant fancy, 
and have no foundation in truth. | 
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though fomewhat varied in its appearance in 
different places, is found in moft parts of the 
body. | 
This cellular membrane, void of fat, fur- 
rounding the {permatic veffels, as they pafs 
forth from the cavity of the abdomen into the 
groin, is called the tunica vaginalis of the 
chord, or tunica communis vaforum {permati- 
corum; which chord, thus enveloped, pafling 
under the inferior edge or border of the tran{- 


verfalis, and internal oblique mufcles, and 


through the perforations or natural apertures 
of the external oblique, defcends through the 


sroin to the tefticle, in fuch-manner, that the 


{permatic veflels in their paflage from the 
cavity are really and truly behind the perito- 
neum. . 

The tunica vaginalis teftis is a membrane 
perfectly diftiné from this, forming a parti- 
cular cavity which includes the glandular fub- 
{tance of the tefticle, and has nothing to do 
with a common rupture. In every foetus, 
until, or very near until the time of birth, 
there is an open and free communication be- 
tween the cavity of this laft tunic, and that of 


the belly, for the paflage of the tefticle from 


the abdomen into the fcrotum: foon after 
| birth 
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birth this paffage clofes and becomes impers » 
vious ; nor is there ever after the time of fuch — 
clofing, any communication between the ca- 
vity of the belly, and that of the tunica vagi- 
nalis teftis. But though the paflage remains 
in general for ever fhut, yet the place where 
its orifice, or mouth, was, may always. be 
known by a kind of cicatricula, much like to 
what appears within the abdomen, oppofite to 
the navel, or place where the umbilical veffels 
of the foetus paffed to and from the’placenta ; 
at the place of which cicatricula, the perito- 
neum is’ generally weaker than. elfewhere. 
Now, if it be remembered, that this weak 
part is neceffarily oppofite to the natural/open- 
‘ing in the tendon of the external oblique muf- 
cle, that neither the internal oblique mufcle, 
nor the tranfverfalis, come’ low enough to. 
make any refiftance to ‘whatever {hall prets 
againft this part, and that the acknowledged 
ufe of the mufcles of the abdomen ‘is by preff- 
ing on all its contained vifcera to aflift digef- 
tion, the expulfion of the faeces, urine, and 
foetus; and that in many natural actions, fuch — 
as {neezing and coughing, &c. and in all 
great exertions of ftrength and force, our 
erect pofture muft neceflarily oceafion a pref- 
fure 
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fure to be made againft the lower part of the 
infide of the belly, by fome of its contents; a 
very probable and fatisfactory account of the 
origin of the common inguinal and  {crotal’ 
hernia may be golleéted. : 
In young children this defcent, or protru- 
fion, happens moft frequently when the child 
ftrains in crying, or in expelling its feces: as’ 
foon as the effort ceafes, and the child is 
quiet, the part generally returns up again, and 
the fwelling difappears; the nurfes call it 
, wind, and it is at firft moft frequently ne- 
glected, as the child is not apparently injured 
by it, and few people are sat ioe ees aware of 
its pofhible confequences. 
Not that the difeafe is by any means con- 
fined to children; adults frequently are at- 
tacked by it, either by falls, {trains, great ex- 
ertions of ftrength, difficulty of expelling hard 
feces, or a general laxity of frame. 
~ Whether the rupture be inguinal, {crotal, 
or femoral, and whether it confifts of inteftine, 
oromentum, or both, the protruded part muft 
carry before it a part of the membrane. which 
lines all the internal furface of the abdominal 
mufcles, or rather the whcle cavity of the 
abdomen, and is called peritoneum. This 
Gb Pama portion 
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portion of the peritoneum, including the piece 
of gut or caul, is known by the name of the 
ny fac, and is larger, or {maller, accordin ea 
to the quantity of inteftine, or omentum, 
contained in it: it is at firft {mall and thin, 
and in ruptures which are not of the conge- 
nial kind, feldom comes lower than the groin 4 
at firft, but by repeated defcents it extends. ' 
__ itfelf lower and lower, tillit gets quite into the 
_ derotum, and {till as it is HOPS apd in length, 

it becomes thicker and firmer in texture, till. 
in old age, or old ruptures, it is fond of very. 
_ confiderable thickneds, 

As all parts of the peritoneum are of a very 
extenfible, dilatable nature, and as the hernial 
- fac has this property in common with many 
other parts of the body, of thickening as it 
extends, it does in fome cafes ftretch toa very, 
 confiderable fize, and contain fuch a quantity, 
of inteftine and-omentum as is almoft incre- 
dible. . This circumftance of its becoming 
thicker as it is more extended is perhaps the 


c I will not fay pofitively that all thofe ruptures which appear 
in the fcrotum of very young children are congenial, (that is, - 
have the tunica vaginalis teftis for their hernial fac) but all thofe 
which I have had an opportunity of examining have proved fos 
and I believe it would be no erroneous criterion, whereby to 
3 ore the common rupture from the congenial, in infants, » 


reafon 


S 


ON RUPTURED. ¥9 
reafon why fornie people, and among them the 


Tate Mr. Chefelden, have been of opinion that 


the fac of a hernia was not an elongation of the 
peritoneum, but produced like that of an aneu- 
rifm, and fome other tumors, by mere pref- | 
fare of the common cellular membrane; an 
opinion, which is manifeftly and demonftrably 
erroneous. | 3] 
Whether the hernial fac in its infant ftate, 


while it is very thin, and may poffibly have 


contracted no adhefion to the cellular mem- 
brane compofing the tunica communis of the — 
{permatic veflels, does ever return back into 
the belly again, I will not take upon me to 
determine abfolutely s + but am much inclined ~ 
to think it does not, as well from the facility. 
with which the gut or caul moft commonly. 
defcend after they have been down a few 
times, as froma fulnefs which is always to 
be perceived in the fpermatic procefs of fuch 
people as have ever been ruptured. Some 
few of thefe I have had opportunities of open- 
ing after death, and have always found the 
fac, either in the groin or fcrotum (plainly a 
continuation of the peritoneum), remaining 
firmly attached to, and connected with the 
tunica communis; nor did] ever fee, either 
w | C.2 ‘ i n 
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in the dead of the living, any reafon or autho- 
rity for.the Enea that it is capable. ot 
returning back into the abdomen after it has 
been fairly pufhed out through the aperture in 
the tendon *. 

a intentionally avoid faying any thing about 
the old doétrine of the difference belueneas 
dilatation and laceration of the peritoneum, it 
being now generally known. and acknow- 
ledged, that to whatever fize the hernial fac 
may be extended, and however large its con-, 
tents may be, it is merely dilated, and hardly 
‘ever burft or broken: the particular kind of 
cafe, which a few years ago gave rife to a fort 


. © This is a circumftance of fome importance in the general 
treatment of ruptures. Upon it depends the truth or falfehood 
of the late doctrine of the poffibility of returning the inteftine 
included in the hernial fac, and confined by fuch a ftricture of the 
fac itfelf, as may prove fatal after the gut is fairly got into the 
abdomen again. A cafe, of which more than one inftance has 
been given to us, butin which Iam much inclined to believe that 
fome miftake has been made, and which J alfo think may be ac- 
counted for in another and more fatisfactory manner. Upon 
this alfo depends the practicability or impratticability of return- 
ing a ftrangulated piece of gut back into the belly, after having 
divided the ftricture made by the tendon, without opening the 
hernial fac, and confequently the propriety or impropriety of 
making fuch attempt. All endeavours to do what is impraéti- 
cable, being in cafes of importance much worfe than dois no- 


thing. | 
of 
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of renewal of theold doftrine of ruptures by 
Jaceration of the hernial fac, viz. ‘that kind of 
hernia in which the gut and Candee 
in the fame bag, and in immediate contact 


with each peed being now fufficiently knéwn 
and explained. See SeGt.X. of this Tra. 


Tue figns, or marks, of a commion ‘ingui- 
nal or fcrotal rupture, are in general a fwell 
ing in the upper part of the ferotum, or in the 
groin, beginning at the opening in the abdo- 
minal pitaes Tile the fpermatic veflels 
pafs down from the belly ; which tumor ‘has: a 
different appearance, and different feel, ‘atcord- 
ing to the nature of its contents, and to the 
fate and quantity’ ‘of them. ee 

If: a portion of inteftine forms it, ‘alta that 
portion be fmall; thé ‘tumor is {mall in’ ‘pro- 
portion ; but though {mall, yet if” the gut be 
diftended with gaat inflamed, or ‘dave any 
degrée of ftriéture made on it, it will be tetife, 
refit the’ impreffish of” the finger, ‘and: give 
pain. ‘upon ‘being Wandied? “On the contrary, 
if there be! no Mere triade by the tendon, 
and thé! inteftine’ fuffers no degree of inflam- 
mation, fet the’ ‘prolapfed’ piece “be “SF what 
C2 . length 
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length it may, and the tumor.of whatever-fize, 
yet the tenfion will be little, and no pain. will 
attend the! handling «its; upon the  patient’s 
coughing, it will feel as if it was blown into, 
and in general it will be found very cat re= 
-turnable. bess 
If the hernia be of the cinental kind, ‘ihe 
tumor has a more flabby and a more unequal 
feel; it is in general .perfectly indolent, is 
more compreflible, gives the {crotum a more 
oblong, and lefs round figure, than it bears in 
an. inteainal hernia; and. if, the quantity be 
large, and the patient adult, it is in fome, mea- 
fure. diftinguifhable. by. its. ‘greater. weight, ‘ 4 
EAC it confifts of both inteftine and omentum, 
the charaéteriftic marks will be lefs clear than 
in either of the fimple, cafes, but yet: will to 
any, body who is: accuftomed to ‘thefe difeates 
be. fafficiently fo, to enable, them. to, citing 
guifh, it. from any other, complaint. , . | 
‘The only difeates awith, which a true hernia 
can be confounded, are the venereal: bube, the 
hydrocele, and that defluxion, on the tefticle, 
called hernia bumoralis 5 from cach of hich 
it 1s certainly very diftinguifhable, i wevitatl 
aoe he eircumfcribed incompreffible, hardnefs, 


the fituqtion of the; tumor, and its being | free 
from 


* Oily 
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fromiall Cofinection with the fpermatic pros 
cefs, will fafficiently point out the firft, at 
leaft while it is in a réecént fate; and when it 
is in any degree fuppurated, he muft have a 
very {mall fhare of the tactus erwditus, who 
cannot feél the differeficé between matter, and 
either a piece of inteftine, of omentum.’ 
~~ The perfect equality of the whole tumor, 
the freedom and fimalliefs of the {permatie 
procefs above it, the power of feeling the {per- 
matic veffels, and the vas deferens in that 
ptocefs, its being void of pain upon being han- 
dled, the’ flu€tuation of the water, the gra-. 
dual forftlation of the fwelling, its hating | bé- 
oun below and proceeded dswhrds, its not 
being affetted by any pofture or action of the 

patient, nor iricreafed by his coughing’ or 
{neezing, together with the abfolute impofli- 
bility of feelitig the 'tefticle at the bottom of 
the ferotum ‘, wil uly Y's to any intelligent 
BI LOE ORE oh -perfon, 
f By this remark it may pofiibly be thought that I mean to 
fay, that the tefticle is always to be felt at the bottom of the 
fcrotum in a true hernia; which in general 1 is true, but not with- 
out fome exceptions. In recent ruptures, of thé common kind, 
_ Whether of the gut, or cau, while the hernial fac is thin, has 
not been long, or very much diftended, and the ferotum ftill 
preferves a regularity of figure, the tefticle may almoft always 
be eafily felt at the inferior and pofterior part of the tumor: 
C4 but 
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perfon, prove the difeafe to be a Aydrocele of 
the tunica vaginalis teftis. And in the hernia 
_humoralis, the pain inthe tefticle, its.enlarge- 
ment, the hardened ftate of the epidydimis, 
and the exemption of the {permatic chord 
from all.unnatural fulnefs, are fuch marks as" 
cannot. eafily be miftaken; not to mention 
the generally preceding gonorrhea, .But if 
any doubt-{till remains of the true nature of 
the difeafe, the progrefs of it, from above 
downward, its different ftate and’.fize in dif- 
ferent poftures, particularly lying and ftand- 
Ing, - together with its .defcent and, a{cent, 
will, if duly attended to, put, it. out-of all 
doubt; that the tumor.is a,true hernia. ; 

- If-an-attempt. be'made for the reduction of 
the ruipture, and it confifted of a, piece of in- 
-_teftine,| it; generally, flips ,up all at, once, In 
its return it makes/a kind of .guggling noife, 
and, when it is up, the {crotum and procefs 
willbe found free from any preternatural 
fulnefs. lf a portion of omentum formed it, 


at retires: more gradually, without ang of the 
wf ti Cj 

buts in: ‘old: ruptures ; which fe baad ined down, i in which the 
quantity of contentsis large, the fac confiderably thickened, 
and the fcrotum,of.an irregular, figure, it often happens that the 
tefticle sis not tobe. felt, neither is it in general eafily felt i in a 
congenial hernia, for very: obvious reafons. 
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“noife of the former; and requires to be followed 
by the finger to-the lait. If both eut and caul 
contributed to the formation of it, the gut ges 
‘nerally goes up firft, and leaves 'a flabby irre- 
gular kind of body behind it, which ftill pof- 
fefles the procefs or {crotum, according as the 
difeafe was bubonocele, or ofcheocele, and 
requiring {till farther a, at faft 
afcends. . 

The inteftine faid' to be moft dindbaity 
found«in’a*fcrotal ‘hernia, ‘is the ilewm,: though 
it is alfo'allowed that the caecum and’ part of 
the colon have been met ‘with. 

. This is one’ of: the tmany maxims’ which 
writer’ receives from aueritey and: inattentive 
readers all believe. - | 

That a‘ portion’ of the flict hive ottae de 
Soci in a hernial fac is beyond all doubt ; but 
that'the'defcent, or more properly protrufion, 
of a part‘of the cacum”and colon is‘ rare, ‘is 
not ‘true; for it’ happens’ very frequently. 'Per+ 
haps it would not bear to’ be’ eftablithed’as a _ 
general rule; but from what has fallen within 
my obfervation, in frequently performing the 
operation: for a ftrangulated rupture, it has 
appeared to me, that the greater number of 
thofe in whom‘it has bieckinis neceflary, (all 

attempts 
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attempts to. reduce the parts by had: having 
proved fruitlefs) have confifted of the catcum 
with its appendicula, and a portion of the co- 
lon. . Nof will the fize, difpofition, and irres 
gular figute of this part of the inteftinal canal, 
appear upon due confideration, a very impro- - 
bable caufe of the difficulty or, A of 

redugtion: by the hand only. | Tt 
I have already mentioned the eisnalanals cir 
cumftances ‘by which hernias are.diftinguith- 
_ able from other, difeafes.:. But) it is alfo| to:be 
—obferved, that the fame kind of rupture |in:dift 
ferent people, ahd under different. cireumftan+ 
ces; wears..a very various face; the agéiand 
conftitution of the fubje&;. the date of the difs 
eafe, its being free, or not free front ftricture, 
or inflammation, the fymptonis: which:attend 
it,/and\.the probability or, iniprobability of; ats 
being. retur nable, , neceflarily. producing! much 
variety. 3, the degree.of, hazard. attending this 
complaint qwill be’ alfo.more. or: debhas dt {hall 
happen. to be circumftancéds..> Kleiour th eeort 
. df the fubje&, be an infant, ‘an tele is not 
often.attended with much difficulty or hazard, 3 
the foftnefs and duality of their fibres.gene- 
rally rendering the reduétion, ealy, as, well, as 
ong taints oe though from neglector-i inat- 
tention 
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tention it may fall down again, yet it is as eafily © 
replaced, and feldom produces any mifchief: 
Ifay feldom, becaufe I have {een an infant, one 
year old, die of a ftrangulated hernia, which 
had not been down. two days, with all the 
fymptoms of mortified inteftines. 

If the patient be adult, and in the vigour of 
et the confequences of negle&, or of mal- 
treatment, are more to be feared than at any 
other time, for reafons too obvious to need re- 
lating. The great and principal mifchief to 
be, apprehended in an inteftinal hernia, is an 
inflammation of the gut, and an. obftruation 
to the paflage of si aliment, and feces 
through it; which inflammation and obi{truc- 
tion. aré generally produced by a ftricture 
made on. the inteftine, by the borders of the 
aperture in the tendon of the abdominal muf- 
cle, through which the hernia and its fac pafs. 
Now it muft be obvious, that the greater the 
natural {trength of the fubjec&t is in general, 
and the more lable to inflammation, the 
greater probability there muft be of ftncture, 
atid the more mifchief hkely to enfue from’ 
it. In very old people, the fymptoms do: not 
ufually make fuch rapid progrefs, both on ac+ 

count of the laxity of their frame, and their — 
‘I : more: 
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more languid circulation; and alfo that their 
ruptures are moft frequently of ancient date, 
and the paffage a good deal dilated: but then, 
on the other hand, it fhould alfo be remem- 
bered that they are by no means exempt from 
inflammatory fymptoms; and that if fuch 
fhould come on, the infirmity of old age is 
no favourable circumftance in the treatment 
which may become neceflary. 

If the difeafe be recent, and the patient 
“young, immediate reduction, and conftant 
care to prevent its pufhing out again, are the 
only means whereby it is poffible to seiagi a 
perfect cure. 

If the difeafe be of long ftanding, Hasit men 
neglected, or {uffered to be frequently down, 
and has‘given little or no trouble, the aperture 
in the abdominal muicle, and the neck of the 


hernial fac may both be prefumed to be large; 


which circumftances in general render imme- 
. diate reduction lefs nied fta sy and lefs difficult, 
and alfo fruftrate all rational expectation of a 
perfec& cure. On-the contrary, if the ‘rup- 
ture be recent, or though old has generally 
been kept up, its isch ile reduction is more 
abfolutely neceflary, as the rifque of ftri@ture 
is greater from the fuppofed {mallnefs of the 
<i A aperture, 


ae 
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aperture, and narrowne(s;of the neck of the 
fac. If the rupture be very large and ancient, 
the patient far advanced in life, the inteftine 
not bound by any degree of {tricture, but does 
its office in the fcrotum regularly, and no 
other inconvenience be found to attend it, but 
what proceeds from its weight, it will in ge- 
neral be better not to attempt reduction, as it 
will in thefe circumftances moft probably 
prove fruitlefs, and the handling of the parts 
in the attempt may fo bruife and injure them 
as to do mifchief: but this muft be underftood 
to. be fpoken of thofe only in which there is 
not the fmalleft degree of firicture, nor any 
fymptom of obftruction in the inteftine; fuch 
circumftances making reduction neceflary at 
all times, and in every cafe. 

With regard to the contents of a hernia, if 
it be a portion of omentum only, and has been 
gradually formed, it feldom occafions any bad 
fymptoms, though its weight will fometimes 
render it very troublefome. But if it be pro- 
duced fuddenly by effort or violence, that is, 
if a confiderable piece of the caul by accident 
flip down at once, it will fometimes prove 
painful, and caufe very. difagreeable com- 
plaints; the connection rabid the omen- 

tum, 
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tum, ftomach, duodenum, &c. being fuch ag 
to render the fudden defcent of a ren piece 
of the firft fometimes produétive of naufea, 
vomiting, colic, and all the difagreeable fymp- 
toms ian from the geaietin ait of thefe 
vifcera. When the piece of eit is engaged 
in fuch a degree of ftricture as to prevent 
the circulation of blood through it, it will 
fometimes, by becoming gangrenous, be the 
occafion of very bad fymptoms, and even of 
death, as I have more than once feen: and 
thus, as a mére omental hernia, it may fome- 
times be fubjeCt to great hazard. But even — 
though it fhould’ never be liable to the juft« 
mentioned evil, that is, though the portion of 
the caul fhould remain uninjured in the {cro« 
tum, yet it renders the patient conftantly: 
liable to hazard from another quarter 3. it 
makes it every moment poflible for a piece of © 
inteftine to flip into the fame fac, and thereby 
add to the cafe all the trouble and all the dan- 
ger arifing from an ‘inteftinal rupture. It is 
by no means an uncommon thing for a piece 
of gut to be added to a rupture, which. had. 
for many years been merely omental, and for’ 
that piece to be ftrangulated, and require im~ 
pay help. | q 
A An 
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- Anold omental hernia is often rendered not 
reducible, more by an alteration made in the 
ftate.of the prolapfed piece of caul, than by 
‘its quantity. It is very common for that part 
of the omentum which pafles through the 
neck of the fac to be compreffed into a hard, 

{mooth body, and lofe all appearance of caul, 

while what is below in the {crotum 1s loofe 
and expanded, and enjoys its natural texture ; 
in this cafe reduction is often impoffible, from 
the mere figure of the part; and I have fo 
often feen this, both in the living and the 
dead, that I am fatisfied, that for one omental 
rupture rendered irreducible by adhefions, 
many more become fo from the caufe above- 
mentioned. . ' 

In the fac of old omental ruptures that oo 
heen long down, and only fufpended by a bag 
trufs, it is no. very uncommon thing to have 
a pretty confiderable quantity of fluid. col- 
leéted: this, in different {tates and circum- 
ftances of the difeafe, is of different colour and 
confiftence, and feldom fo much in quantity 
as to occafion any particular attention to it ; 
but on the other hand, it fometimes is fo 
much in quantity as to become an, additional, 
difeafe,to the original one. I have more than, 

I | pC ene 
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once been obliged to let it out, in order to 


remove the inconvenience arifing ‘from its 


weight, and the diftention of the fcrotum, 
which I have alfo feen become gangrenous by 
the neglect of this operation. | 

If the hernia be of thé inteftinal’ kind; 
merely, and the portion of gut be {mall, the 
rifque is greater, {trangulation being more 
likely to happen in this cafe, and more pro- 
ductive of mifchief, when it has happened: 
for the {maller the portion of gut is which 
is engaged, the tighter the tendon binds, and 
the more hazardous is the confequence. I 
have feen a fatal gangrene, in a bubonocele, 
which had not been formed forty-eight hours, 
and in which the piece of inteftine was little 
more than half an inch. There are few prac- 


titioners who have feen bufinefs, but know _ 


the truth of this; but perhaps the reafon of it 
is not fufficiently explained to the unknow- 
ing: it is this; when a confiderable portion of 
inteftine pafles out from the belly in a herniak 
fac, it neceflarily and unavoidably carries with 
it a proportional quantity of the mefentery, 
which every body knows is a ftrong double 
membrane. When the prolapfed part is at 
all confiderable, this double membrane is again 
| 6 in 
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in. fome meafure folded on itfelf, and takes off 
a good deal of the effect of the f{tricture on the 
inteftine. Now although this circumftance 
will not prevent the effect, if the means of 
relief be totally neglected, yet it will moft 
certainly retard the. ann and give more time 
for affiftance; whereas, when there is little 
or none of the mefentery got through the ten- 
don, and the thin, tender zien bears all 
the force of the ftrifure, it is immediately 
- brought into hazard. 

The practical-inference to be drawn from 
hence is too obvious to need mentioning. 

In the inteftinal, as in the omental hernia, 
they which have been often or long down, 
are in general more eafily returned, and do 
not require fuch immediate affiftance, as they 
avhich have feldom been down, or have re+ 
cently defcended; and in the one kind of her- 
nia as well as in the other, the ftate of the 
hernial fac with regard to fize, thicknefs, &c. 
depends very much on the date of the difeafe, 
and the regard that has been paid to it. 

If the hernia be caufed by a portion of the 
inteftine ileum only, it is in general more 
‘eafily reducible than if a part of the colon has 
defeended with it, which will aifo require 


Vo . Il. ig Baek more 


34 A TREATISE 


more addrefs and more patience in the at- 
tempt.. The reduétion of a mere inteftinal 
hernia too (czteris paribus) ‘will always re-. 
mdin more practicable than that of a mere 
emental one, after it has attained to a certain 
fize and ftate, as the part contained within 
the former is liable to lefs alteration of form 
than that within the latter; which alteration 
has already been mentioned’ as no uifrequent 
hindrance of the return of an old caul rup- 
ture. 3 
Not that the parts within a mere inteftinal 
hernia are abfolutely exempt from fuch an 


alteration as may render their return into the ~ 


belly impraéticable, even where there is no 
ftri€ture; for I have feen that part of the me- 
fentery, which has lain long in the neck of 


the fac of an old rupture, fo confiderably har — 


dened and thickened, as to prove an infuper- 
able obftacle to its reduction. 

_ Upon the whole, every thing confidered, I 

think it may be faid, that an inteftinal rup- 


ture is fubje& to worfe fymptoms,. and a 


greater degree of hazard than an omental one, 
though the latter is by no means fo void of 
either as it is commonly {uppoted to be; that 
bad fymptoms are more likely to attend a re- 
repay | | cent 
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cent rupture than one of ancient date; that 
the defcent of a very {mall piece of inteftine 
is more hazardous than that of a larger; that 
the hernia which confifts of gut only is in 
general attended with worfe circumftances 
“than that which is made up both of gut and 
caul; and that no true judgment can be 
formed of any rupture at all, unlefs every 
circumitance relating to it be taken into con- 
fideration. 


THE cure of a rupture is either perfect, 
(called alfo radical) or yi which is 
called palliative. 

This diftinGtion, which is juft and true, and 
founded both on reafon and experience, has 
frequently been mifunderftood, by the gene- 
rality of mankind, and has therefore fa the 
-eaufe of much undeferved cenfure on the 
ni aa of furgery. 

The truth is, that though the events are 
extremely different, yet the chirurgical means 
which are made ufe of in either cafe are ex- 
actly the fame, viz. reduction of the protruded 
parts, and retention of them when fo reduced 
by proper bandage : thefe, fometimes, and-in 

D2 fome 
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fome'circumftances, produce a perfe& cure’ 
at other times, and under other circumftan- 
€es, prove only a palliative one ; and this un- 
certainty of event, being dependent on caufes 
which a furgeon ean neither forefee, nor di- 
‘re&t with any tolerable degtee of certainty, 
fhould warn him againft bein too forward in 
making a promife. 

Eo Hone e who are ignorant of the anafomi-— 
cal ftructure and difpofition of the parts con- 
cerned in the difeafe, this aflertion has the air | 
of a paradox: they naturally fuppofe that the 
means which are or fhould be made ufe of to 
‘obtain a radical or perfect cure, are or ought 
to be different from thofe ufed toward obtain- 
ing only a palliative one; and in this miftake 
ge are confirmed by the bold though falfe 
aflertions of all rupture-quacks, 

To labour under a troublefome disorder, 
perhaps in the moft joyous and active part of 
life, is very difagreeable: to be told that a pal- 
Jiative cure, by the conftant ufe of a trufs, is 
all that can reafonably be expected, gives 
{mall comfort, and renders the infinuation, 
that the regular profeffors of furgery do not 
underftand the proper treatment of this dif- 
eate, credible, or at leaft makes it be believed: 


quod 
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guod volumus; facile credimus. “Ignorance of 
the true nature of the diforder, with a {trong 
defire to be well, on the fide of the. patient, 
and bold plaufible promifes on the fide of the 
pretender, encourage the delufion, till time, 
and the continuance of the rupture, prove the 
fraud, which few are found ingenuous enough 
toown. Whether it proceeds from a falfe 
~ bafhfulnefs, which makes a man_be afhamed 
of acknowledging that he has been, impofed 
upon ; froma defire merely to conceal the dif- 
order; from a pleafure arifing from feeing 
‘others, deceived. as well as - eherdelires or. 
froma. much worfe capfe than either of thefe, 
if know. not: but. it happens not very infre- 
quently that the patient, though per fectly un- 
deceived, and convinced, ,of the -impofition, 
concurs in, propagating the. delufion, and af- 
ferts.that. he has received a cure, which he 
knows he has not. Of this I could produce 
many inftances, and fome of thofe among 
people .of fuch rank, as one would expec 
fhould fet them, above fuch difingenuoufnefs, 
, [have already faid, that to replace the pro- 
japfed body, or bodies, within the cavity of 
the belly, and to prevent their falling out 
| again, by means of a proper bandage, is all 


D 3 | that 
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that the art of furgery is capable of doing in 
this difeafe: and what I faid was ftridtly true. 
But it mutt alfo be remembered, that nature, 
according to the age of the patient, the date 
of the difeafe, the kind of rupture, and fome’ 
other circumftances, is often capable, (when™ 
properly affifted, and not obftructed) of doing 
more, and of cenfirming that as a perfect cure 
in fome; which ‘ii ters fhe leaves imper- 
pi and conftantly requiring the affiftance of 
: for when the portion of gut or caul, or 
wibaber formed the tumor, is perfectly ‘and 
properly replaced in the belly, and an oppor- 
tunity thereby given to the aperture in’ the | 
tendon to contrad itfelf, and for a proper ban- 
dage to bring the fides’ of the’ entrance ‘of the 
WEAET fac'as near® ‘together’ as it will- admit, 
the furgeon has eng done his part: what 
remains is that of nature? and whether “the 
will be: capable of fo contraéting the part, ‘as 
to prevent 4 future defcent or not, is mattér 
of great ‘uticertainty: it. is a cireumfance 
which art has very little “power of affiting, 


and! which can be known Lead from ° ‘the 
j : i, bine pes 


1G8: - 


event. 
“On the contrary, all the pretenfions whith - 
7 € at different times been made to remediés, 
, indued 


aa 
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indued with a capacity of healing and confo- 

lidating the parts fuppofed to be broken or 

torn, or of conftringing fuch as are dilated, 

have all proved inefficacious and delufive, to 

fay the beft of them: the parts concerned in’ 
this difeafe, and which ought to be affected 

by the operation of fuch remedies, are abfor 

lutely out of the reach of any applications or 
‘medicines whatever: the relief which fome 

people have found while under fuch procefles, 

has been from the long reft which they have 

been fubjected to, or from the ftriét bandage 

which has been put upon them; ,either of- 
which: will in‘fome cafes do’a great deal; 

while the remedies which are either applied 

or taken, are made ufe of merely to deceive, 

and never had, or can have, any thare 1 in the 

real cure of a rupture. 

By: what’ has been faid, I mutt beg not to 
be underftood to mean, that when the gut or 
caul have been once replaced, the patient can 
receive no farther benefit from chirurgical af- 
fiftance ; nor that every rupture in perfons of 
mature age is incapable of perfect cure: this 
is far Gio rer my meaning, and far from truth. 
‘There are many cinduitiitariods attending rup- 
tures, which will require frequent Wachee 3 
: : D4 adn 
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in order to render a cure more probable; -and 
there are many ruptures in perfons of-mature 
age, which will admit of perfect cure, if pro- — 
perly and judicioufly managed from the firft. | 
iI only mean to aa eas that pofitive affer- 
tion which all rupture-quacks make ufe,of; 
and which too many of mankind believe, viz} 
that there are medicines and applications, which 
are f{pecific in the cure of this difeafe, and 
that they (fuch quacks) are pofleffed of them; 
both which are abfolutely: falfe. | | 
.. As this is a matter of, fome importance. to 
mankind, and may poffibly be rendered :ftill 
more intelligible by a few words, I beg! ave 
to be, iduteads in them. : niehias 
‘The ey doctrine as, that hip tion 
of infants, and of very. young children,. fre- 
quently admit of a perfe& cure; thofe of 
adults lefs frequently ; :and thofe of old. people 
feldom or never; all, which, _with certain 
limitations, is true. ... - | copsey 
“The, great;and. material ee Hires 
thefe souhtts 3 in the ftate of the hernial. fac, 
and that of the aperture in the abdominal tens 
don.through..which, it paffes,. - Lt whee 
_ The-fac,-of .a. -hernia-has, already been, dez 
deel ibed as being an elongation or procefs of the | 
peritoneum, | 


hd 


‘fig 
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peritoneum, or general lining of the. cavity: a 
the belly,. throft down Fefote the body:con* 
ftituting the {welling ; which. body is enye- 
loped in it as in a bag, fomewhat refembling 
what is vulgarly called a thumbe-ftall, or the 
finger of a glove cut off. While the hernia 
is recent, clits bag is, thin and fine, like the 
reft of the membrane of which it is a portion ; ; 
and being of a very dilatable nature, is eafily 
enlarged, according to: the quantity of con- 
tents which infinuate themfelyes into it: like 
{ome other parts of the body, it increafes in 
thicknefs and toughnels as it increafes in capa- 
city ; and as it feieru; if. ever returns back 
into the belly, after it has once pafled out 
from i it, it is by the repeated defcents ofa por- 
tion of, gut or caul into it, gradually enlarged 
in fize, and confequently in thicknefs ; ated 
much that j in old ruptures that have been ne- 
glected, or deemed irreducible, or been fuf- 
faced to remain long, or, always down, it 
generally acquires a very confiderable degree 
of toughneds, thicknefs, and hardnefs. In 
thofe ruptures which are not of the congenial 
kind, at firft it gets no lower than the groin, 
and while it remains there is generally {mall 
and t thin; but by frequent protrufions of the 

inteftine 
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, intéftine or omentum, it 1s puflied by degrees 
into the fcroturn,.and then moft’ frequently 
acquires a pyriform kind of figure, having its 
broader ‘part in the ferotum, and its narrow 
one, or neck, in the gr oin. 

“Tn infants, in’ very young fubjects, and in 
recent cafes, ‘this fac, from, its fete thin ftate, 
is capable of having its upper part or neck, fo 
comprefied by means of a bandage, as either 
to procure dn union of the fides with each 
other, or at leaft {6 ‘to leflen the diameter of 
its paflage as to prevent the defcent of any 
thing into it from the belly: this produces 
what j is commonly called a perfeé&t cure. 

In thofe of mature age, or whofe ruptures 
are of fome ftanding, the entfancé’ intd’ the 
fae is generally lib | in proportion to the fize | 
and age of the patient, ‘and thicker and firmer 
than’ in. the former’ ftate; for reafons jutt 
given ; in thefe, therefore, the clofing or ‘com- 
Bretiien of its neck, ‘enough to” hiddlel the 
falling down of ahy thing from the abdomen, 
is more diffiult' to accomplith, and more un- 
likely to fucceed. In very ancient people, ¢ or 
very old ruptures, fuccefs is {till more € impro- 
bable, for HO ink reafons. | 


A bandage 
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- A bandage therefore, or trufs, though itis - 
the only remedy at all:ages, and in all ftates 
of reducible ruptures, yet acts ina different 
manner, and is capable of producing very dif- 
ferent effects, according to the circumftances 
of the cafés in which it is applied: in very 
young perfons, a radical cure is frequently the 
confequence ; in the middle-aged it often gives 
the tendon and mouth of the fac fuch oppor- 
tunity of being contracted, as to produce nearly 
the fame event; but as it only ferves by the 
mere preffare of the pad to keep the parts in 
their proper place, in very old people it can 
hardly ever be laid afide, without hazard of a 
new defcent, which, while it is worn pro- 
perly, it will almoft always prevent. 
From the foregoing fhort account, the fol- 
lowing facts may, I think, be colle@ted. 
in That the principal circumftances attend- 
wig a rupture mutt be fubje&t to great variety, 
according to the age and conftitution of the 
patient, Ph date of “the difeafe, &c, and confe- 
quently that the’ precife cafe, and age, in . 
which a radical or perfe@& cure is obtainable 
or not, is not eafy to be determined, ‘though 
a judicious inan will moft commonly know | 
when it is very ae 
2. That 
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_2« That recent ruptures, if immediately and 
properly taken. care of, are. epahioy of a pean 
fe&t cure at almoft any,age. 

me That. though the thicknefs of the hernial 


fac, and the largene(s of the abdominal aper=. 


ture, are. generally mentioned as, the two 
— caufes why old ruptures do not, admit of a 


cure, yet in fact. the latter is: nN a conte. 


~ quence of the former. 

4. That-all external applications. i in thes “9 
tempt. toward the cure of a rupture, muft, if 
they are ufed with any defign at all, be. in- 
tended either to conftringe the aper ture chica gh. 
which the parts have S oeindh (or. to. leffen, 
Or contract the diameter of the neck of. the 
hernial fac. 

Lrg, ddate the. conftr steph of oe scutes 
aperture ({uppofing fuch medicines could, ‘pe 
netrate. to it) 1 is impofiible, while it continues 
dilated, by an old, thick, tough hernial fac, 
which, fac, from the connections it always has 
with the cellular membrane of the {permatic 
chord, can never be returned into the belly 5 
and therefore, _ 

6. ‘That fuch peieine nd can. be fervingante 
no naval way than by r renderin g that fac, again 
thin, fine, and comprefible which, Sati, the 


nature . 


ON RUPTUREs. Tiga 
nature of things and from all experience, 1s ab- 
folutely rriaeaceteL : 


ie ca Sha Nid 

Tue different treatment which ruptures 
may require, being dependent on different cir- . 
cumftances attending the difeafe, I fhall for 
the better information of the inexperienced 
reader divide them into four claffes; under 
which, I think, may be comprehended not 
only all the kinds of hernias, but every parti- 
cularity alfo with which they may happen to 
be diftinguifhed. 

a ‘Sine the firft, I reckon thofe which 
are capable of eafy and immediate reduétion, 
and are not attended by ani troublefomé or 
bad fymptoms. : 
’ 2. Under the fecond, thofe. hil have been 
fo long down, that the contained parts are 
either fo altered in form, or have contracted 
fuch adhefions and connections, as to be abfo- 
lutely incapable of being reduced at all. 

_ 3. Under the third, i comprehend thofe in 
which fuch ftri@ture has been made on. the 
protruded parts, as to bring on pain, and pro- 
duce fuch an obftruction in the acai ca- 

nal, 
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nal, as to render immediate reduction necef- 
fary, but at the fame time difficult. 

4. And under the fourth, I fhall place thofe 
in which the return of the parts by the mere 
hand is abfolutely impracticable, and in which 
the patient’s life can be faved only by a chi- 
rurgical operation. 

‘The firft is very frequently met with in 
infants, and fometimes in adults, and is too 
often neglected in both. In the former, as 
the defcent feldom happens but when the in- 
fant {trains to cry, and the gut is either eafily 
put up, or returns, fua fponte, as foon as the 
child becomes quiet, it often is either totally 
unattended to; or an attempt made to reftrain 
it only by a bandage made of cloth or dimity,’ . 
and which being ineffectual for fuch purpofe, 
lays the Petea for future trouble and 
mifchief. - “ii 

This is in great meafure owing to a com- 
mon opinion, that a young infant cannot wear 
a fteel trufs:.-.a generally prevailing error, 
and which ought to be corrected. There is 
no age at asta fuch trufs may not be worn, 
“or ought not to be applied; it is, when well 
made, and properly put on, not only perfectly 
fafe and eafy, but the only kind of bandage 

that 


\ 
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that. can be depended upon: and asa radical 
cure depends greatly on the thinnefs of the 
hernial fac, and its being capable of being fo 
comprefled as poflibly to unite, and tae hy 
entirely clofe the paflage from the belly, it 
mutt therefore appear to every one who will 
give himfelf the trouble of thinking on the 
fubject, that the fewer times the parts have 
made a defcent, and the {maller and finer the 
elongation of the peritoneum, is the greater 
the probability of fuch cure mutt be. 

- The fame method of acting muft for the 
fame reafons be good in every age in which a 
radical cure may “teafonably be expected that 
is, the prolapfed parts cannot be too foon re~ 
turned, nor too carefully prevented from fall- 
ing down again, every new defcent.rendering 
_a cure both more diftant and more uncertain. 

As foon as the parts are returned, the truf 
fhould ‘be immediately put on, and worn 
without remiflion, care being taken, elpeci- 
ally if the patient be an infant; to .keep 'the 
parts on which it prefles conftantly wathed, 
to prevent galling’, 


{t 


* As the conftant and unremitted wearing a trufs, to fome 
“people is irkfome, and inconvenient, it may not be improper 
toremark that Mr. Pott did not intend by the expreffion ‘¢ qwvarx 
without remiffen,” that the trafs is always to be worn, by night, 

as 
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‘It can hardly be neceflary to fay, that thé - 
furgeon fhould be careful to fee that the truf$ 
fits, as his fuccefs and reputation depend on 
{uch care. A trufs which does not prefs 
enough is worfe than none at all, as it occa- 
fions lofs of time, and deceives the patient or 
his friends; and one which preffes too much, 
or on an improper part, gives pain and trou- 
ble, by producing an inflammation and {well- 
ing of the fpermatic chord, and formetimes of 
the tefticle. | 

In adults, whofe ruptures are of long ftand- 
ing, and accuftomed to frequent defcent, the 
hernial fac is generally firm and thick, andthe 
aperture in the tendon of the abdominal muf- 
cle large; the freedom and eafe with which 
the parts return into the belly, when the pa- 


as well as by day; he generally allowed it to be taken off when 
in bed, as a recumbent pofture, in moft cafes, is fufficient feca- 
rity againft the reprotrufion of the inteftine or omentum; but 
the trufs fhould be carefully re-applied in the morning, 
while the perfon is in the fame horizontal pofition, and either 
he, or the, fhould be particularly obfervant to put it on when 
under the neceflity of going to ftool in the night. If the pa- 
tient be fubjedt to fits of coughing, common fenfe diGtates that - 
at thofe times it ought not to be laid afide.—Children are fo 
fubje& to violent exertions from crying and other caufes, that 
their truffles cannot often be fafely left off; but when: they‘are 
well and quiet, and in bed, the preflure may now and then be 
judicioufly difpenfed with, and the removal of it, though but. 
for fhort.intervals, affords them great eafe and relief, i. 
tient 
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tient is in a fupine pofture, and the little pain 
which attends a rupture of this kind, often 
render the perfons who labour under it care- 
Jefs: but all fuch fhould be informed, that 
they are in conftant danger of fuch alteration 
in their complaint, as may put them into 
ereat hazard, and perhaps deftroy them. The 
pafiage from the belly being open; the quan- 
tity of inteftine in the hernial fac is always 
liable to be increafed, and when down, to be 
bound by a ftricture. An inflammation of 
that portion of the gut which is down, or 
fuch obftruction in it as may diftend and en-. 
large it, may at all times produce fuch com- 
plaints as may put the life of the patient into. 
imminent danger; and therefore, notwith- | 
ftanding this kind of hernia may have been 
borne fora great length of time, without -hav- 
ing proved either troublefome or hazardous, 
yet as it is always poflible to become fo, and 
that very fuddenly, it can never be prudent 
or fafe to neglect it. 

- Even though the rupture thould be of the 
omental kind, (which confidered abftra@edly 
is not fubject to that degree or kind of danger 
to which ‘the inveeinat is liable) yet it may 
be fecondarily, or by accident, the caufe of 
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$6 A TREATISE 


all. the fame mifchief; for while it keeps the 
mouth of the hernial fac open, it renders the 
defcent of a piece of inteftine always. poflible, 
and confequently always likely to produce 
the mifchief which may proceed from thence. . 

They, who labour under a hernia thus cir- 
cumftanced, that is, whofe ruptures have 
been generally down while they have been in 
an ereét. pofture, and which have either gone 
up of themfelves, or have been éafily put up 
in a fupine one, fhould be particularly care- 
ful to have their trufs well, made, and pro- 
perly fitted; for the mouth of. the fac, and 
the opening in the tendon being both, large 
and lax, and the parts. having .been. ufed, to 
defcend through them, if the pad of the trufs 
be not, placed right, and, there be not, a due 
degree of elafticity in the {fpring, a piece of.in= 
sities will, in fome pofture, flip down behind 

-and render the trufs productive of that very. 
Pa of mi(chief which it ought to prevent, 

It is fearcely credible rete very finall an. 
opening will ferve fora portion of gut: or 
caul to infinuate themfelves into at fome 
times. Now, though in perfons of mature: 
age it mott, frequently proves impracticable. 
{o to comprefs the mouth of the hernial fac, 

: IL. rp 7 as 
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as abfolutely to clofe it, yet by the conftant 
ufe of a well-made trufs, it may be fo lef- 
fened, as to render the defcent of a piece of 
inteftine into it much more difficult: from 
whence we may learn the great confequence 
of having the part completely reduced before, 
the trufs is applied, and the danger that may 
be incurred by laying fuch basta afide after 
it has been worn fome time; yal the fame 
alteration which renders the defcent of the 
gut lefs eafy, will alfo make the reduction 
more difficult, if a piece fhould happen to get 
_ down: and hence alfo we may learn why the 
bandage fhould be long and unremittingly 
worn by all thofe whofe time of life maked 
the expectations of a perfe&t cure reafonable, 
many of the ruptures of adults being owing 
to the negligent manner in which children at 
{chool are fuffered to wear their truffes. 

I. know a gentleman who has for fome 
years" had an omental rupture, which was 
neglected while he was young, and he having 
naturally a lax habit, and the abdominal open- 
ing being much dilated, he finds it extremely 
difficult to keep it up, even with the beft 
trufs he can get, behind which it will fome-~ 
times flip déwn: when this happens, it gives 
| ee him 
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him fuch immediate and acute pain at his fto- 
mach; and makes him fo intolerably fick, that 
he is obliged immediately to throw himfelf 
on his back, and procure the return of the 
piece of omentum. 


wo Fane Oe Ohne hg ap bE 


In the fecond clafs I ranked thofe cafes in 
which the parts conftituting the hernia are 
found irreducible, but not in a ftate of inflam- 
mation, nor producing any eee or 
dangerous kind of fymptoms. 


This incapacity of reduction may bel owing 


to feveral caufes, but moft frequently aie 


either from the largenefs of the quantity of 


the contents, from an alteration made in their 
form and texture, or from connections and 
adhefions which they have contraéted with 
each other, or with their containing bag. 

I have already mentioned it as my opinion 
that ruptures are fometimes rendered difficult 
to be reduced, by that portion of the inteftinal 
canal which is called the cecum, or the be- 
ginning of the colon, being contained in the 
hernial fac. Of which fake I am as much 

convinced 
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convinced as the nature of fuch kind of things 
will permit; that is, by obfervations made 
both on the living and the dead. 
- When a hernia of this kind (viz. one con- 
taining fuch a. part of the inteftinal tube) 
has been long neglected, and fuffered to re- 
main in the {crotum without any bandage at 
all to fupport its weight, the hernial fac 
being conftantly dragged down, and kept in 
a {tate of diftention, neceflarily becomes thick, 
hard, and tough; by this means the diameter 
of its neck is leffened, and the return of the 
-inteftine back from the fcrotum into the 
belly rendered more and more difficult, as 
the parts through which it is to pafs become 
harder, and lefs capable of yielding. ‘This 
will, indeed, in time prove an obftruction fuf- 
ficient to hinder any part of the inteftine, or — 
even of the omentum, from being returned ; 
but the more the difficulty is, which pro- 
ceeds from the mere. figure and fize of the 
portion of gut, the greater will be the ob-- 
ftrution when added to that arifing from the 
 juft mentioned caufe. 

An alteration produced by time, and con- 
ftant, though gentle, preffure in the form 

and confiftence, or- texture of the omentum, 
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is alfo no infrequent caufe, why neglected 
omental ruptures become irreducible. 

~The cellular membrane in all parts of the 
body, however loofe and light its natural tex- 
ture may be, is capable be becoming hard, 
firm, and compact, by conftant sagas Of 

this there are fo many, and fo well known 
~ inftances, that it is quite unneceflary to pro- 
duce any. ; | 
The omentum, from its texture, is Tale 


to the fame confequence. When a portion - 
of it has been fuffered to remain for a great. 


length of time in the fcrotum, without HSS 
ing ever been returned into the belly, it often 
happens that although that part of it which 
is in the lower part of the hernial preferves 
its natural foft, adipofe, expanfile ftate, yet 
all that part which paffes through what is 
called the neck of the fac is, be conftant 
preflure, formed into a hard, firm, incom- 
preflible, carnous kind of body, incapable of 
being expanded, and taking the form of the 
paffage i in which it is ne teh exactly filling 
that paflage, and rendering it impoffible ae 
pufh up the loofe part which fills the {cro- 

tum. 
This is no , theoretie opinion, but a fact, 
which 
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which I have {een and proved often» and 
whoever will refle& on it, will immediately | 
find in it one infuperable objection to the re- 
turn of fome old omental ruptures. 

The fame reafon for incapacity of redu@ion 
is alfo fornetimes met with in ruptures of the 
inteftinal kind, from an alteration prodiiced’ 
on that part of the mefentery which has been’ 
fuffered to lie quiet for a great length of time , 
in the rieck’ of an old hernial fac. | 

The other impediment; which I mention 
ed, to the return of old ‘ruptures; is connec- 
tion and adhefion of the parts, éither with 
each other, or with the bag containing them. 
This is common’ to both’ the inteftinal arid 
omental hernia, and is produced by flight in- 
flammations of the parts, which have been 
permitted to lie long in contaét with each — 
other, or perhaps in many cafes from the 
mere contact only: . Thefe adhefions are 
more or lefs firm in different cafes; but even 
thé flighteft will aliioft always be found an 
tee ae objection to the reduction of the 
adherent: parts, a the hand only. 

Many, or perhaps moft of thefe irreducible — 
ruptures become fo by mere time and ne- 
glect, and might at firft have been returned ; 

Eve but 


56 A TREATISE 


but when they are got into this ftate, they 
are capable of no relief from furgery but the 
application of a fufpenfory bag, to take off or 
leffen the * inconvenience arifing from the 
weight of the fcrotum. 

ame in this fituation fhould be particu 
Jarly careful not to make any attempts be- 
yond their ftrength, nor aim at feats of agi- 
lity ; they fhould take care to fufpend the: 
loaded {crotum, and to keep it out of the way 
of all harm from preffure, bruife, &c. When 
‘the tumor is very large, a foft quilted bolfter 
fhould be worn at the bottom of the fufpen- 
fory to prevent excoriation, and the fcrotum 
fhould be frequently. wafhed for the fame 
reafon ; alofs of {kin in this part, and in fuch 


2 I am not unaware that moft of thefe are capable of being 
cured by the operation for the bubonocele, as it is called; but 
as I fhould never think of propofing it in any cafe in which 
there are not fymptoms that threaten the life of the patient, fo 
I have not. mentioned it in this place as.a means of cure. I 
alfo am not unapprifed what influence a fuccefsful operation or 
two of this fort has had on the unknowing; but I alfo know 
that fuch accidental fucceffes have emboldened the fame ope- 
rators to commit more than one or two murders, in fimilar 
cafes ; and that, from the prevalence of fafhion, fome, of thefe 
rupture-doétors have been largely rewarded, when they bught 
to Have been hanged, 


reer 
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eircumftances, being fometimes of the utmoft 
importance. They ought alfo to be particu- 
larly attentive to the nee of the inteftinal 
canal, to fee that they do not by any irregu- 
larity of diet diforder it, and keep themitelyda 
from being coftive, for reafons too obvious to 


need relating. By thefe means, and with - 


thefe cautions, many ‘people have paffed their 


lives for many years free from difeafe, or com- 


plaint, with very large irreducible ruptures. 


? 7S 


On the other hand, it is fit that mankind - 


fhould be apprifed that the quiet, inoffenfive 
ftate of this kind of hernia is by no means to 
be depended upon; many things may happen 
to it, by which it may be fo altered, as to be- 
come hazardous, and even fatal: an inflam- 
mation of that part of the gut which is down, 
any obftruétion to the paflage of the aliment 
or feces through it, a ftri€ture made by the 
abdominal dards either on what has been 
long down, or on a new portion which may 
at any time be added to it, are always capable 
of fo altering the ftate of the cafe, as to put 
the life of the patient into danger. 
Indeed the hazard arifing oe a es 
_ made ona piece of sorter eS contained in the 
fac of an old irreducible her nia, is in one re- 
{pect 


ne ee 
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{pect greater than that attending one that has 
‘been found at times reducible; fince from the 
nature of the cafe it will hardly admit of any 
attempt toward relief, but the operation, and 
that im thefe circumftances muft neceflarily 
be accompanied with additional difficulty”. 
Among 


> I was fome time ago defired to be prefent at the opening 
of the dead body of a man who had for many years laboured 
“under a large irreducible hernia, but which had never given 
him any trouble than what proceeded from its weiglit, and who 
died very old: my then ftate of health would not permit me to 
go, but I defired leave to fend a very ingenious young gentle- 
man, Mr. Price, who was then my pupil at St. Bartholomew’s, 
and is now fettled in Wales. The following is the account-he 
gave me. 
‘e The hernia was of fourteen years ftanding, during which 
«© time no attempt had ever been made for its reduction; it was 
<* on the right fide, and diftended:the fcrotum to fuch a fize; 
*< that it meafured, from the opening in the abdominal mufcle, 
€¢ to the bottom of the tumor, fourteen inches and an half, and 
<< round the tumor twenty-two inches ; the ring, as it is called, 
«< was very large,and had no appearance of ftricture; the fac was 
¢ not fo thick as might have been expected, and contained ng 


«* water; the jejunum ileum, the fac of the colon, called the 


«« cecum, with’ its appendicula vermiformis, together with a 
<< large portion of omentum, were the contents; the duodenum 
«« was fo difplaced by the weight of the reft of thie guts within 
s¢ the fac, that its-diregtion from the pylorus was perpendicular; 
< the caul adhered to the hernial fac in feveral places, the in- 
«< teftine in none; the tefticle, included in its tunica vaginalis, 
<‘ was much wafted; the fpermatic artery and vein ran down 
«© behind the hernial fac, but the vas deferens ran up on the in- 

“* ner 
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| Among the ruptures which havebeen thought 
not reducible, and treated as fuch, there have 
been fome which, upon more judicious and 
more patient attempts, have been found capa- 
ble of reduction. 7 

When this is fufpected to be the cafe, the 
proper method is by abfolute reft, in a fupine 
pofture, for a confiderable length of time, by 
great abftinence, and the ufe of evacuants, fo 
to leflen the fize of the parts in the hernial 
fac as to render them capable of paffing back 
again into the belly. | | ee 

This method has now and then fucceeded, 
and in fome cafes is worth the trying; but, 
previous to the attempt, there fhould be fome 
circumftance which makes fuccefs probable ; 
and there fhould alfo be good reafon to beljeve, 
that the habit and age of the patient will bear 
the neceflary confinement and evacuation; 
otherwife, even though he fhould get rid of 
his rupture, he may be much worfted by the 
experiment *. | 


** ner and. left fide of it, at a great diftance from them, through 
“¢ the whole of its courfe, but neverthelefs would not have been 
*« in the way of the operation had it been neceflary.”? 

© Hildanus gives an account of a man radically cured by fix 


months confinement to bed, in the cafe of a rupture of twenty. 
years date. : . 


8 | If 
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If fuch attempt fucceeds, a trufs fhould be. 
immediately put on, and worn conttantly, 
without remiffion; for, in thefe’ people, the 
Jargenefs of the abdominal aperture, the thick- 
nefs of the hernial fac, and the relaxation of 
the mefentery, make a new defcent always 
to be apprehended and guarded againtft. 

An omental rupture, which has been fo 
long in the fcrotum as to have become irre-_ 
ducible, is very feldom attended! with any 
bad fymptoms, confidered abftractedly : but, 
as I have already faid, it is conftantly capable 
of being the occafion of an inteftinal hernia, 
and all its confequences; neither is that all, 
for the omentum, either fo altered in form 
and texture, or fo connected as to be incapa- 
ble, of reduction, may by accident inflame, and 
either’ become gangrenous or fuppurate, and 
be the occafion of a great deal of trouble. Of 
this I have feen two or three inftances, one of 
which I will relate. 

I was defired to fee a gentleman, from 
whofe {crotum near a pint of brown, fanious, 
foetid fluid had been difcharged two.or three 
days before. The account he gave of himfelf 


«” Garengeot relates the cafe of an epiplocele producing very 
“bad fymptoms; and fo does Dionis, 


was 
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was as follows: That he had been from his 
youth fubject to the defcent of a foft, flabby 
body into the fcrotum, when he was in an 
erect pofture, but which for many years he 
could put up when he pleafed, and which al- 
ways went up when he lay down; that hav- 
ing no trouble from it, and being naturally 
thy and bafhful, he had done nothing ‘te it, 
nor fhewed it to any one; that from the fud- 
den {pring of an unruly horfe, he had ftruck 
it with great violence again{t the pummel of 
his faddle, which had given him immediate 
pain; that the next day it {welled {till more, 
and became more painful, but that being 
afraid or afhamed, he {till concealed it, and 
only anointed it with fomething greafy, till 


at laft he could bear it no fesoon the perfon 


* 


to whom he fhewed it took it rh a hydrocele, 
tapped it, and let out the fluid juft mentioned ; 
and on the fifth or fixth day from ‘this oper=~ 
ation I faw it. | 

_ The whole f{crotum was much inflamed, 
and the orifice made by the trocar foul. and 


‘ floughy: he had a degree of heat and fever 


upon him, which banat any operation at that 
time; and therefore I defired that he might 
be drefled foft and eafy, have an’ emollient 

cataplafm 
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cataplafm applied to the whole {crotum, fofe 
fome blood, and have a glyfter. 

By proper care the tumor fubfided, his fever 
left him, and the flough cafting off largely 
brought the putrid omentum within view ; 
upon fight of which I would have laid the 
whole open, but was not permitted. I en- 
larged the orifice a little, and in fo doing cut 
through an old hernial fac, which was very 
thick ae hard; what part of the omentum 
was loofe I brought away with a pair of for- 
ceps; but the hrdeatert of the whole took up 
much time, and the hard hernial fac caufed 
fo many abfcefles, and occafioned fo large a 
difcharge, that, being a valetudinarian, he had 
certainly funk under it, had it not been for 
the free ufe of the bark. 7 

If, inftead of this method of treating it, I 
had been permitted to have laid it open through 
the whole of its length, removed the rotten 
omentum, and cut off {ome part of the fides 
of the hernial fac, the’ cure would have been | 
fhortened, and the {crotum would have’ been 
left in a much better ftate. 

That an omental rupture, which has fo 
long refifted all attempts for reduétion, as to 
ereate a belief of its being abfolutely irreduci- — 


ble, 


\ 
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ble, may. now and.then, by long reft-and ab- 
{tinence, become capable of being returned, I 
am under no doubt, for ee which have 
already been’ mentioned: and not long ago, I 
had myfelf a patient in St. Bartholomew’s 
hofpital, who underwent the operation for the. 
radical cure of a hydrocele, who had, alfovan. 
omental/hernia, which I and fome others had _ 
often. tried ineffectually to reduce : this during 
the time of his confinement to bed after ihe 
operation, went up, of, its own accord, and was 
eyer afterwards kept thereby a tru. © 
It fometimes happens in old compound rup- 

tures, that the.piece. of inteftine. is reducible, 
and that of the omentum.is not; in which-cafe 
weare told, that the portion of inteftine fhould 
be kept up. by a truis, whofe pad may be fo 
made; as not, to prefs onthe omentum while 
it. ref{trairis. the inteftine., 4 

I.-will not deny. that this may now and a 
be practicable, but it, is not often fo, and it 
ought to be particularly attended to, and very 
carefully watched, left a {mall piece. of gut 
flip.down,.andbeing prefled:on. by the trufs 
produce fatal, a fobatl ve 

I have feen. an omental ruptur e, in: Maton 
the, piece included in the fac had the knotty 

hardnefs, 
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hardnefs, the pain, and every pies fymptom 
of a Cancer. 


opie oe CHT 3 Ream 2) 


Unver the third divifion I reckon thofe 
ruptures which are reducible, but whofe re- 
duction is difficult, and which are attended 
with pain and trouble and hazard. 

Difficulty of reduction may be owing to fe- 
veral caufes. The fize of the piece of omen- 
tum, or the inflamed {tate of it ; the quantity 
of inteftine and mefentery, an inflammation 
of the gut or its diftention by feces or wind; 
or the Basillitete of the aperture of the tendon 
through which the hernia paffes. But to 
whinever caufe it be owing, if the prolapfed 
body cannot be ‘hifheapaaly? tepladel and the 
patient fuffers pain, or is prevented thereby 
from going to ftool, it is called an incarcerated 
hard, a (eiaodacea hernia, or a t her nia ms 
ftricture. 

The fymptoms are a {welling in the groin 
or {crotum refifting the irabiedada of the fin- 
gers: if the hernia be of the inteftinal kind, it 
is generally painful to the touch, and the pain 

6 . 1S 
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is inereafed by coughing, {neezing,.or ftand- 
ing upright. ‘Thefe are the very firft fymp- 
toms, arid if,they are-not relieved, are foon 
followed by others, viz. a/ficknefs at the fto- 
mach, a frequent reaching, or, inclination. to 
vomit, a ftoppage of all difcharge.per. anum, 
~ attended witha frequent hard pull and ppfemne 
degree of fever. 7 

‘A patient in thefe sirens lanbae may be 
looked upon.as in fome. danger, and: requiring 
immediate afliftance. A ftricture made on 
the prolapfed part of the gut, by the borders 
of the natural aperture in the tendon of the 
oblique mufcle,: isthe immediate caufe op’ 
thefe fymptoms which nothing can appeafe 
or remove, except what will take off that 
firicture. ‘This can be accomplithed only by 
removing the part fo bound ftom the tendi- 
nous opening; that is, by returning it back 
into the belly whence it came or by dividing 
a part of the'tendon itfelf: the former of thefe, 
when it can be practifed, is always moft eli- 
gible, and makes our prefent fubje@. — 

I have -already obferved, that a portion ‘of 
inteftine, while it is :neither bound by any 
degree of ftricture, nor affected by inflamma- 
_ tion, will remain quiet in a hernial fac in the 
PIV oL. II. EF {crotum, 
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ferotum, and’ perform its proper office freely 
ahd’ perfectly; ‘but the inflant either of the 
above-trientioned accidents (particularly ‘the 
former) happens, the café is altered; the pat 
face both of the aliment and feces is. flopped 
or niettertarpredt the periftaltic motion of the 
whole canal is difturbed or perverted; and the 
circulation of the blood, through the ftraitened 
portion of inteftine is fo jubbededy that if the 
obftru@tion is not removed in time, a mies 
cation muft follow. © 05 feibongat 

~\ Every fymptom which shire an incars 
cerated rupture depends on this caufe, and is 
juftly accountable for from it. The tumor; 
the pain, the tenfion of the belly, the naufea; 
the vomiting, and the fuppreflion of ftoolsy 
are fo. many ,effe&s produced ‘by . ‘it, aie 
_ removeable only by removing it. 


My prefent: con fideration being: iets rup- 
tures which are capable of ies returned; I | 


am now to {peak of thet manner of ee 
fuch reductioni: » i conw 
The patient fhotild.d be Jaid ii a presi pok 


‘tures with his truitk certainly as) low,if hot 


lower than: his: thighs; the thigh on the die , 


eafed fide fhould i fo pic yated: as to comtni+ 
bute as much as’ poflible to the relax cationvof 
2 Vthe 
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the abdorninal aperture ; ‘and them the furgeon 
erafping the lower part of the tumor gently 
with his hand in fuch a manner'as to keep 
the tefticle from afcending, and the inteftine 
from defcending, muft endeavour to procure 
the'return of the latter through the ring, as it 
is vulgarly called, by gentle continued, pref- 
fute toward that opening. If the cafe be a 
bubonocele, there will: be no occafion for en- 
deavourimg to grafp the tumor, but by conti- 
nued,' moderate preffure on -it: with the 
fingers, ts to endeavour the return of the» piece — 
of gute” ih eno mh i 

This may ete fora general sity ‘pstoh of 
the method of iver Coen this opération; but 
the | exact manner of executing it is |offe of 
_ thofe- manceuvres which can be ‘learnt. only 
by’ obfervation and. praGtice, and of which no 
verbal defcription ‘can convey an adequate and 
perfect idea: knowledge of the ftru€ture, and 
fituation of {the parts, will inftru@ any one 
hew to go about it, anda little pies will 
foor make him adroit. 

The pofture of the body and the difpofition 
_ of the lower limbs, may be made very affiftant 
in this operation; ‘when the difficulty is con- 
fiderable; the nearer the pofture approaches 
. iF 2 | to 
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to what is commonly called: ftanding on the 
head, the better, as it caufes the whole packet 
of {mall inteftines to hang, as it were, by the 
{trangulated portion, and may thereby difen- 
“gage it. ~ A little time and: pains {pent ‘in this 
manner will frequently: be attended with fuc- 
’ cefs, and obtain a'return of the part; but if it 
fhould ‘not, and the handling of it (which I 
mutft repeat, fhould always’ be gentle): be- 
comes painful, and very fatiguing to the pa- 
tient, we are advifed to defitt a few hours, 
and try the effect of other means. 


Thefe means are phlebotomy, ¢elyfters, cas 


thartics, the application of igemg he een’ 
tations, embrocations, &c. . . 
Children, efpecially very young ones,’ bear 


the lofs of blood very ill, and are very apt to 


' {woon, if the quantity be at all confiderable; 


if therefore fuch; accident happens, the fur- 


geon fhould: embrace the opportunity which 


* fuch general relaxation will afford himof re- 


ducing the rupture, efpecially’as it gives him 


another advantage by -preventing hier child 


my t t 
yrs 


from crying, ‘id making a tedinil 


Perhaps there is no pxtelie affecting the 


human body in which bleeding is foubich ile 
eminently and immediately ferviceable than 
v4 I ee | in 


we 
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in this, and which therefore, if there are no 
particular circumftances in’ the: conftitution 
prohibiting it, ought never to be omitted; 
but on the contrary, fhould be freely and 
largely repeated, if it appears at all neceflary. 

A femicupium, or warm bath, will, by the. 
general relaxation which it necefiarily pro- 
duces, be found frequently ferviceable. $ 

The ufe of warm fomentations, foft cata- 
plafms, and relaxing oily. embrocations, are 
alfo advifed with a view to relax the tendon 
of the abdominal mufcle, and to render the 
return of the: parts contained in the hernial 
fac eafy; but Iam afraid that fuch kind of 
applications have in general been the occafion 
of much more mifchief than good. ‘The 
_ effect of them can hardly reach beyond the 
{kin and membrana cellularis, and may pofli- 
bly, by relaxing them, take off fome {mall 
part of the pain which arifes from their dif- | 
tentjon, but will feldom have any effect on 
the immediate feat of the difeafe, the tendon 
of the oblique mufcle; the enlargement or re- 
laxation of which only can be of material 
fervice. 

I know that in this I differ from the ma- 
jority both of writers and practitioners, but 

$i. 3 having 


2 
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having (as'\I think) truth on my. fide, I do 
again venture ‘to fay, that I verily believe, 


’ that the confidence which has been placed in 


fuch kind of applications has deftroyed many 
more lives than it has faved) (A hernia, with 


painful ftricture, and ftoppage of ftools,. is 


ene of thofe cafes, in»which we can feldom 
ftand ftill, even for a fhort {pace of time ;. if 
we do not get forward, we generally go back- 
ward; and whatever does no good; if it be 
at all depended upon, certainly does harm, by 
occafioning an irretrievable lofs of time: of 
this kind I take the cataplafm and embroca- 
tion® to ‘be; while the former is applied, OF 
the latter ufed, no other more powerful means 
are made ufe of; and though it has the ap- 
pearance of doing fomething, yet I fear it is 
little more than fpecious trifling ; efpecially 
if the cafe be at all preffing, 

Very different have been the opimions of 
different people concerning the ufe of cathar- 
tic medicines; forme advifing them ftrena- 


* In a very pompous modem book may be feen an operofe, 
expenfive procefs, for making an ointment, of a folution of 
gold, pearl, &c.*to be ufed for affifting the reduction of ftran- 
gulated inteftines, and which, when properly made, may poffi- © 
bly be as ufeful as pomatun, ointment of elger, or any other 
eray application. 
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oufly, others placing no dependence on them 
at all. As different. alfo have been the Opi- 
nions of thofe who do advife them,. with re-_ 
gard to the kind of medicine proper on this 
occafion ; fome prefcribing thofe of the lenient 
kind, fuch as Glaubet’s Tal. infufum feene, 
&e.. others the more powerful or ponderous 
kind of remedies, fuch as Extract. Cathart. 
Jallap, | Mercurius dulcis’, &c. 
kigle believe I may venture to fay that I havé 
tried them all, but I cannot fay that I have | 
fuch faith in any of them as to think very 
highly of them. With regard to the former, 
viz. the lenient fort of purges, it is not often 
that.a patient in thefe circumftances can keep 
them upon his ftomach ; and even when they 
are not rejected by vomit, they very feldom 
have force fufficient to an{wer the end pro-. 
pofed. The more ftimulating ones are cer- 
tainly better calculated to excite the perittaltic 
' motion of the inteftines, (the one thing to be 
aimed at) aid thereby free the confined piece ; 


» The ingenious and learned Dr. Monro of Edinburgh, fays, 
that he has more than once reduced a rupture of this kind by a 
fmart dofe of jallap and mercurius dulcis, when other methods 
have failed. The fame gentleman fays, he has feen the exter- 
nal application of cold claret, | or ‘{now,. inftead ofa a warm poul~ 
tice, ees with good faccefs. | 


F 4 but, 
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but, on the other hand, if they do not fue-- 
ceed, they add to the fulnefs ahd tenfion of 
the belly, as well as to the heat and thirft.. 

- I would by no means be underftood : to 
mean that I am abfolutely again{ft the: ufe: of 
cathartic medicines ; I only mean to fignify, 
that Ihave no great dependence on them, and 
that I think perfifting in the ineffectual ufe of 
them often adds unneceffarily to the fuffering 
of the patient. 

But though I cannot fay that I bade feen 
frequent bene Gt from the exhibition of cathar- 
tics by the mouth, yet I have often experi- 
enced the good arifing from acrid, ftimulating 
glyfters, sod {uppofitories frequently repeat- 
ed; particularly from the {moke of tobacco *, 
_ and from a compofition of falt, honey, and 
aloes, boiled to the proper confiftence of a 
fuppofitory. By thefe I have feen very alarm- 
ing ruptures returned, when they have been 
dotehe capable of being relieved by mai 
‘but the chirurgical operation. 


: 


fs! cannot help thinking that the prefent machine, which is 
ufed for the tobacco glyfter, might be confiderably improved, 
that is, might be made to throw in the fume in much greater 
‘quantity, and with more certainty. A pump is now made for 
this = DBrpOle, which I have ufed very fuccefsfully, , 


re 
‘ 


: There 


ON RUPTURES. my 

"There is another method of endeavouring 
to obtain relief in this cafe, which has been 
propofed by few, and I hope practifed by 
fewer (though I have feen two patients, 
upon whom it had been tried, and who were 
both deftroyed by it): it is the making feve- 
ral punétures with a round needle through 
the tumid fcrotum into the gut, in order (as 
it is faid) to let out the air which is fuppofed 
to diftend the latter, and prevent its return. 
If this practice was worth a ferious refutation, 
many arguments, drawn from the nature both 
of the parts and of the difeafe, might be pro- 
duced againft it; but it is really too abfurd 
to wafte either my own or the reader’s time 
about it. . . 
There is no circumftance attending rup- 
tures with {tricture, in which more variety 
is found, than in the time which they will 
fafely admit to be fpent in their reduétion ; 
fome have been fuccefsfully replaced at the 
end of eight or ten-days, others have proved 
fatal in one. This difference may proceed 
from difference of conftitution and habit, or 
from fome particular circumftance in the dif- 
eafe itfelf; but let the caufe of it be what it 
may, as it never can be abfolutely forefeen, 
) it 
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it fhould never be trufted: the fooner a rup- 
ture is reduced, the fooner the patient is out 
ef danger from the ftricture, and the fooner 
will he be rid of thofe fymptoms, Aa: it 
has already occafioned. 

Recent hernias are in general more liable 
to ftri€ture than old ones, for reafons which 
are obvious from what has already been faids 
‘but when old ones get into the fame circum- 
ftances, the fymptoms are much the fame; 
though I think in general they are not alto- 
gether fo prefling, and the latter generally 
admit of more time to attempt reduction’ in. 
The f{maller the portion of inteftine is which 
is engaged, the greater the pain is, and the 
more haftily do the fymptoms advances | 
have feen a bubonocele in a young woman 
prove fatal in lefg than a day, which had never 
been down before, and in which the portion 
of inteftine was fo {mall, as ar to engage 
its whole canal. : 

~Omental ruptures hig general are not fub- 
je to bad-fymptoms arifing from’ ftnaure, 
though they will fometimes be painful and 
troublefome, from the connection of “the 
caul with the vifcera, as Phave often feen. 
As this is an accident which they are all liable 
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to, they fhould never be fuffered to remain 
down, if they are reducible; and that not 
only on this account, but alfo becaufe they 
render the patient always liable to the defcent 
of a piece of gut. In general they are more 
eafy of reduGtion than the inteftinal, and be- 
ing not painful will admit of more free hand- 
ling, as well as more time to be {pent in the 
attempt?. rate 
T have already mentioned the reafons why 
an omental rupture is fometimes incapable of 
being reduced, viz. adhefion to the fides of 
the hernial fac, or fuch an alteration in’ the 
form of it, as makes it impoflible for it to pafs 
through the abdominal aperture. When this 
is truly the cafe, as is moft reafonable to fup= 
pofe when it refifts all proper attempts, there 
is no remedy but to fufpend the weight of it 
in a bag-trufs, and thereby render it as little 
troublefome as poflible. This is indeed all 
that can be done when the rupture is abfo- 
lutely irreducible ; but in books will be found 
directions to leave an old omental hernia 
down, and fufpend it in a bag, even though 
¢ Writers of good credit have Tt accounts of the wort 
fymptoms from a mere epiplocele’;’ in Dionis may be feen a’ 
cafe of this kind, in Garengeot, and others, = } 
it 
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it fhould be reducible, rather than return it 
into the belly; left it fhould lie there in a 
lump, and make the patient uneafy. This 
is one of thofe maxims which writers receive 
from each other, and deliver down to pofte- 
rity, without inquiring into their propriety. 
‘It may in fome few particular cafes be right 
todo fo, but cannot be admitted as a general 
rule: furely it muft always be worth while 
to try how ‘it. will be when it is up, rather: 
than be content with a method, which is 
hardly palliative, and which always may be 
ee of new evil. 

When the parts are fairly reduced, the nexe 
confideration 1s, how to keep them from fall- 
in¢ down again: this can only be done by a 
bandage, the pad of which muft make a eon- 
ftant preffure again{t the opening in the abdo- © 
minal tendon, and thereby not only keep the 
gut or caul from pufhing out, but make the 
fides of the hernial fac approach each Bee as 
near as poffible. 

In the making and adjufting thig kind of 
bandage, fome ingenuity is neceffary : if it be 
not fo made, and fo put on, as to do good, it 
will do harm : if it does not keep the inteftine 
up, the patient is much more liable to mif= 
‘ES chief 
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ehief with it than without it: and it shas 
often, by prefling on the rupture while down, 
proved very pernicious, in cafes where there 
has been no degree of ftrifture from the ten- 
don; It therefore behoves every furgeon to 
fee that the trufs which he orders is well 
made, and properly applied, left all his pains 
fhould be baffled by the bad make, or injudi- 
cious application of this piece of machinery.. 

If the fymptoms of pain, inflammation; &c. 
“ran high before the parts were reduced, they 
will not always ceafe immediately after; and 
as the fymptoms which remain after the gut 
is returned, do in all probability proceed from 
its having been inflamed by the ftri€ture, fuch 
' gemedies as are proper in'that cafe ought to 
be made -ufe of ; the body fhould be. kept 
open, and the diet and regimen fhould be Jow 
and {paring, while the leaft degree of tenfion 
or pain remain; in fhort till all complaint is 
abfolutely removed from the abdomen,. and 
- the inteftines do their office freely, and sith 
out trouble. | 
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JT aM now tome to the fourth divifion 
under which I comprehended all thofe rup- 
tures, which are in fuch a ftate as to be irre- 
ducible by the mere hand, and in which @ chi- 
rurgical operation is neceflary for the prefer: 

vation of the life of the patient. : 
. Impracticability of reduction may be owin ng 
to many caufes, moft of which have already 
beén recited; fuch are, alteration of the form 
of the parts contained in the hernial fac, larges 
nefs of their quantity, adhéfions either to the 
fac, or to each other, or both, and a ftri@ure 
made on the inteftine, by the borders of the 
aperture in the abdominal tendon: thefe are 
each of them caufes why ruptures are fome- 
times incapable of being returned back into 
the belly, and will require our confideration 
in their proper places; but in this it is my 
intention to fpeak only of the laft, it being 
that which calls moft immediately for ins 
which moft frequently sig hai the furgeon’s 
knife. 

Whether the primary and original caufe 
of the ‘ad arifing from this fein is. 

in 


. 
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i the contained,’ or in the containing parts of — 
a rupture, I will not now ftay to inquire ; 
nor whether.the ftri€ture made by the tendon 
be a caufe, or an effect; but! fhall confider 
the inteftine as fo engaged in it, as to be ren- 
dered incapable of being returned into the ca- 
vity of the belly (by the hand only) and fuf- 
fering in fuch manner, by being fo bound, 
as to produce a feries of bad:fymptoms, and 
at laft, Gf not relieved). death. 

This ftri@ure, which’ according to its dif. 
‘ferent degrees renders the reduldtio's of an in- 
teftinal hernia either difficult or impoffible, is 
according to fach degrees productive of what 
aré called the fymptoms of a ftran¢ulated rup- 
ture, and which are more“or lefs prefling, as 
they more .or lets mecepniettn the life of ‘the, 
yw stag | | 

The earliett of thefe Graineslin were hada 
in. the former fection, as attendant on thofe 
ruptures which were reducible, though with 
difficulty, viz. tumor in the groin or fcrotum, 
attended with pain, not only in the part, but 
all over the belly, and creating a ficknefs and 
inclination to vomit, fuppreffion of ‘ftools, 
and fome: degree of fever: >thefe are the firft 
fymptoms, and if they are not appeafed by 
Soi | the 


80 A TREATISE 


the return of the sate Cities that is, 73 thé ats 
tempts made for this purpofe do hot, fucceed; 
they are foon exafperated; the ficknefs be- 
comes more troublefome, the vomiting more 
frequerit, the pain more intenfe; thé renifiais 
of the belly greater, the fever higher, anda 
general reftlefine{s comes. on, which» is,very 
‘ez dial to bear; ,,When this is the ftate of 
the patient, no. time is to bé lofts 4 very ‘little 
delay i is, now of the ‘utmofticonfequence, and 
if the one fingle remedy which the.difeafe is 
now capable of be not adminiftered: immedis 
ately, it will generally baffle every, other ats — 
tempt. ‘This remedy is the operation, where- 
by the parts engaged, in the ftriGtuie' may: :be 
fet frees .1f this be:not now performed, . the 
vomiting is foon exchangéd fora convulfive » 
hiccough, anda frequent gulping up of bili< 
ous matter; the tenfion of the belly, the reft- 
leffnefs and fever having been confiderably in- 
creafed for a few hours, the patient fuddenly 
becomes perfettlyeafy, the belly fubfides, the 
pulfe from having been hard, full, and‘ fre= 
quent, becomes low, languid, and: generally 
interrupted ; and the fkin, efpecially that of | 
the limbs, cold and» moift; the) eyes have | 
now a languor anda glaflinefs, a Jack-luftre 
not 
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not eafy fo be defcribed; the tumor of the’ 
part difappears, and the fkin covering it fome= 
times changes its natural colour ie a livid 
hue; but whiethion’ it’ keeps or lofes its colour, 
it has an emphyfematous feel, -a crepitus to 
the touch, which will eafily be conceived by 
all who-have attended to it, but is not fo ealy 
to convey an idea of by words: this crepitus 
is the too fure indicator of gangrenous mif= 
chief within. In this ftate, the gut either 
goes up fporitaneoufly, or is returned with 
the’ fmalleft degree of preffure‘ a difcharge 
is made by {tool, ‘and the patient is generally _ 
much pleafed at the eafe he finds: but this — 
pleafure is of fhort duration, for the hiccough 
‘and the cold fweats continuing and increafing, 
with the addition of {pafinodic rigors and fub- 
fultus tendinum, the tragedy foon finifhes. 

Thefe are the fymptomis of an incarcerated 
hernia, this their general progrefs, and their - 
too frequent event. The firft clafs of them 
‘imply forme degree of hazard, but are often 
capable of ane relieved without the ufe of 
the knife; the latter frequently require it, 
and very often prove fatal by the neglect, or 
too late application of i it. 

Vot. Il. 3 G Perhaps 


~ 
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Perhaps there is not in the practice of furs 
gery a point which requires more judgment, 
firmnefs, or. delicacy, than to determine the 
precife time, beyond which this operation 
fhould not be deferred, and for a,furgeon to 
conduct himfelf fo as to, induce a patient, to 
fubmit to it early enough for his prefervation. 
The time in which a piece of gut will become 


gangrenous from {tricture, or get into a ftate 


approaching to that of a gangrene, is extreme- _ 


ly uncertain, and depends on circumftances 


which no man can forefee. ‘There have been | 
{everal inftances of ruptures, attended by prefl- , 


ing fymptoms of ftri€ture, which have. been 
feel returned by the hand only, at the end 
of feveral days; or the operation having, been 
performed at the fame diftance of time, the 
parts have been found found or unhurt : on 
the other hand, there are many, inftances pro- 
ducible,, of the inteftine having been .with 
great difficulty replaced, or of its returning, 


d 


fad fponte, from being mortified, or (the 3 


operation having been fubmitted. to) ‘of its 


having been ina | in. fuch ftate by the, ope- 


rator, at the end of not many hours. 


I have myfelf feen a {mall portion « of the» 


inteftine become perfectly gangrenous, in one 
day and night from its firft expulfion. 


The 
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Phe direftions which are given to us by 
writers, are not to be trufted: without much 
circumfpection ; the figns or marks which 
‘they in gerieral regard as proofs of the proper 
time for operating, are moft frequently proofs 
that the time is juft elapfed, and that, inftead 
of waitirig for the arrival of fuch fymptoms, 
we fhould have prevented them. On the 
other hand, to propofe an operation of fo 
niuch confequence, before it fhall be thought | 
abfolutely neceflary, may admit of fuch mif- 
conftruction, as no man would ' with to have 
put upon his conduct. Indeed Ido not know 
‘any fituation, into which a judicious and 
prudent man can be put, in which it will be- 
hove him to be more wary and circumfpec, 
more delicate, or more fteady. eae 
The two principal ciréumftances which 
have moft contributed to the infrequency of 
performing this operation, are, a¢dread of 
great hazard from the operation itfelf, con- 
fidered abftractediy, and a fear’of bringing a 
“ Gifgrace upon it, by having performed it too 
“Yate, ne occidiffe, ni uift proager; videretur *. 
~The firft of thefe is vaftly greater than it 
~ ought to be, and i is moft frequently the caufe 


J. Celfts, 
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‘of the latter; fo that ifthe one can juitly be 
lefiened, the other ai not be fo is to 
ngs Ghee : | 

That the operation dontcheded Geaplh is not 
seid of hazard, every man who:knows any 
thing of the nature of wounds in membranous 
and tendinous parts, muftacknowledge; they | 
are cer tainly. fubject to fever and. eres 
tion; are difficult and flow of digeftion; and 
in'fome particular habits. are apt to become 
gangrenous 5 ; but that they are neceffarily, or 
even moft frequently hazardous, daily and rn 
manifold experience contradicts, 9 

One evil is very frequently the. parent of | 
others. ‘By being afraid of 1 incurring that de- 
grec lof hazard winebe is thought to attend the 
operation merely,»the, be aticye of! people 
, neither attend to, nor embrace the moft pro- | 
per time for. the fafe performance ofat; or 
ithat-in which ats danger,mutt be: neceflarily 
deaft, becaufe leaft cseuped with that’ which 
may arife from the ftate ofthe parts. within ; : 
vaftate even at-firft not abfolutely: fafe,. but 
_ which all delay beyond a certain time mutt 
hourly increafe the hazard of.) 9.5 oT | 

If I might prefume to give my opinion on 
: this fubjett, 1, fhould fy, that the operation 
| » * ought Y 


Ve a 
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ought. nay to be ‘performed as foon as pof- 
fible after it appears that all rational attempts, 
by large and free bleeding, the warm bath, 
glytters, . 8cc. are found to be ineffectual, or. 
that the fymptoms rather increafe than de- 
ereafe, while fuch means are made ufe of, 
and that the> handling neceflary for reduction 
becomes more and more painful ; for if it be 
delayed until the inflammation has attained a 
certain height, though the parts upon being 


6 Perhaps I may be thought fomewhat fingular, but from 


» what I have feen, I am much inclined to believe, that when 


the parts are very painful to the touch, and the ferotum large, 
and much upon the ftrefs, more harm is generally done by the 
manual attempts for reduction, than good. In this ftate, the 
great diftention of the inteftine renders it very incompreflible, 
and very little likely to be returned through the. tendinous 
aperture by mere force, (for fuch it is, in whatever degree it 
be ufed) and either a brifk irritating purge, ora very ftimu- 
lating glyfter, (particularly the tobacco-fmoke) ‘are more 
likely, by exciting the periftaltic‘motion, to difentangle it, 


* than even the moft judicious method of handling it. And in 


cafes where fuch remedies have been previoufly ufed, I verily 
believe the fudden reduction of the piece of gut is often more 


- owing to their effe& than 'to that of the hand. But I muft de- 


fire that this may be rightly underftood, and not miftaken for a 
diffuafive againft manual attempts for reduction; I only mean, — 
that there is fuch a ftate of an incarcerated inteftine, (which 
fate I have juft defcribed) in which, from ‘its fize, inflamma- 
tion, diftention, &c, compreflion by the hand is very little 


_ likely to procure its return, and vety likely, if Se does hot do 


fo, to do confiderable mifchief, 


G2 laid 
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laid open are not found quite gangrenous, that 


is no proof that the want of fuccefs muft be 


fet to the account of the operation merely. 
That ‘ftate of inflammation, either of the in- 
teftine or of the hernial fac, which is juft not 
gangrenous, is no ftate of fafety, nor are we 
fure that removing the ftritture will at this 
time appeafe the fymptoms, or abate the ha- 
zard:—far from it: fuch an alteration may 
have already been made in the inteftine that a 
mortification will enfue, though it be fet free 


and returned. into the belly... A ligature need 


not be continued round any part of a living 


animal, until it becomes quite gangrenous, 


in order to produce its deftru@tion. There is 
a certain point of time, in which the circula- 
tion is fo prevented, that the fame event will 
follow, though the ligature be then removed, 


It is indeed a nice and no very eafy. matter to | 


find this precife time; but this difficulty and 


uncertainty are the ftrongett reafons for an- — 


_ticipating rather than waiting for it; for when. 
in the prefent cafe fuch time arrives, or is 


nearly arrived, the rifque of the operation be- th: 


- comes complicated with that arifing from the 
difeafed’ ftate of the parts within and me 
chance of fuccefs is thereby much leffened. 

Wb ug a mortification 
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A mortification of the inteftine is not abfo- 
lutely, necefflarily, and always fatal; but the 
inftances of thofe patients who have efcaped 
with life in thefe circumftances are fo very 
few, that it may fairly be reckoned among — 
the deadly difeafes. If the mortified gut re-_ 
turns back into the belly, upon the ganerenie 
taking pofleftion of the part which was bound, 
it will moft probably prove fatal; and though 
there have undoubtedly been inftances of peo- 
_ ple who have furvived the operation, though 
_ it has been delayed till the parts have been in 
fuch condition, yet they are fo very rare, that 
they are hardly fufficient to found a reafon- 
able expectation upon; and of the very few 
who have thus efcaped, the majority have 
been obliged to hold life upon terms which 
have been very fatiguing and difagreeable. _ 
- When the operation fhall be thought ne- 
ceflary, the manner of performing it is as 
follows: ra 
| The pubes and groin having been clean 
- fhaved, the patient mn be Li on his back, 
ona table of convenient height, with his legs 
hanging eafily over the end of it; then witha 
eft aight diffe@ting knife an incifion muft be : 
} made through the fkin and membrana adipofa, 
: Ga ! beginning 
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-beginning juft above the place where the in~ 
tefline paffles out from the belly, and con- 
'tinuing it quite down to the lower part of the 
{crotum. Upon dividing the adipofe mem- 
brane, there generally appear a few {mall, 
diftin@, tendinous kind of bands, which lie 
_clofe upon the hernial fac, which muft be di- 
vided alfo, as well as the fac: the fame knife 
with which the incifion through the fkin was 
made will execute this, which fhould be done 
witha fteady hand and great caution, it be- 
ing of very different degrees of thicknefs in 
different cafes’;. in the bubonocele, or.that 
which is confined to the groin, the fac is mott 
frequently thin, confequently more eafily 
divided, and requires greater attention in the . 
operator: in the of{cheocele, or {crotal hernia, 
if it be recent, the fac is ufually thin alfo; 

if ancient, it is fometimes of confiderable 

thicknefs, but whatever be the ftate of it, if 
the operator has any doubt, let him, as foon 
as he has made a {mall pun@ture in what ap- 
‘pears to him to be the hernial fac, endeavour | 
to introduce a probe into it; this will give | 
him the neceffary fatisfa@tion ; for if he has — 
not pierced the fac, the probe will be ftop- 
ped by the cells of the common membrane, : 
i | | 3 aC Iay Ss Me ra 
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and, if he has, it will pafs in without any 
obftruétion. ‘The place to make the incifion 
in the hernial fac is about an inch and half 
below. the ftri@ure, and the opening need 
not be larger than juft to admit the end of the 
operator’s fore-finger, which, confidering the 
great dilatability of thefe membranes, itt 
be a very fmall one; the fore-finger intro- 
duced into this aperture, is the bef of all di- 
rectors, and upon that a narrow-bladed, curved 
knife, with a bold’ probe point, will be the 
only inftrument neceffary to finith the oper- 
ation. With this “knife on the finger, (the 
point of the former being always fhort of the 
extremity of the latter) the fac muft be di- 
vided quite up to the opening in the tendon, 
and down to the bottom of the {crotum. _ 

Upon the firft divifion of the fac, a fluid 
generally rufhes out, which fluid is different 
in quantity, colour, and confiftencé, accord. _ 
“ing to the date, fize, and fome other circum- 
ftances attending the rupture. | 

This fluid hig fometimes been mentioned 
‘as a defence againft an accident from. the 
knife, in the firft divifion of the hernial fac, 
as if it kept the inteftine at fuch a diftance, 
as ae to leffen the hazard of its being 

wounded ; 


/ 
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wounded; but this is a very fallacious cir- 
ccumttance, and never to be trufted; the fecu- 
rity of this operation depends entirely on a 
competent knowledge of the ssid a fteady 
hand, and an attentive eye. 

Different operators, efpecially. among the 
French, have propofed a. number of different 
inftruments for the fafe performance of this 
incifion; the biftouri cachée, the biftouri her- 
niare, the winged direétor, the blunt feiffors, 
&e. &c. &c. all which are calculated for the 
defence and prefervation of the inteftine, in. 
the divifion of the fac and tendon; but who- 
ever will make ufe of the two knives juft 
mentioned will find that he will never ftand 
in need of any other inftrument, and that he 
will with them be able to perform the oper- 
ation with more eafe to himfelf, with lefs ha- | 
zard to his patient, and with more® apparent 
dexterity, than with any other whatever. _ 
SP IOS 4th. tie eee The 

¢ They who are not accuftomed to perform operations of 
fuch confequence as this is, are apt, from timidity, to be too 
{paring i in making their external incifion, by which means they 
add ‘confiderabl to their own embarraffment, and to the fatigue “x3 
of the patient. A free divifion of the hernial fac and {crotum, 
downwards, gives room for the more eafy admiffion of the fin- 
ger into the ftricture, in order to divide it, and affords an. Op- 
portunity. of handling the inteftine oy omentum more gently, a 

| ION , ee | well 
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The fac. being laid open, the inteftine ge- 
wet puthes out immediately, (unlefs it is 
confined, by being inveloped in the omentum) 
and appears to be much more in quantity 
than it feemed to be, while it was confined 
within the {crotum. 

_ This is the time to try whether by tis 
drawing out a little more of the gut, its bulk 
cannot be fo reduced as to enable the furgeon 
to return it back into the belly, without di- 
viding the tendon. In the cafe of the protru- 
fion of a very ‘fmnall piece of inteftine it has 
been found praéticable,.the difficulty of re- 


well as more properly, in order to return them into the belly, 
both which neceflary parts of the ROPER are much isa 
by a {mall incifion, | 
As therefore no poflible Pi can arife from a {mal] 
wound, but on the contrary it may be attended with great in- 
convenience both to the patient and furgeon ; T would take the) 
liberty of adyifing, when fuch an opening is made in the hernial 
fac as will admit the operator’s fore-finger, and upon it his 
knife, that he immediately divide the fac and fcrotum down to . 
the bottom. It is true, that upon fuch divifion the quantity of 
inteftine will feem to be increafed, and an ignorant by-ftandeg. 
may be alarmed at this fallacious appearance, which is produ- 
ced merely by the confined compreffed gut being fet free, and 
» not by the addition of any more, The advantage which will 
arife to:the operator, and confequently to the patient, from 
fuch divifion, is real and great, it will enable the former to 
fmith his work with freedom, and {pare the latter a great deal 
of Nyt | Aaah | ae 
“yd ste eT . turning 
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turning a large portion arifing g principally from 
the quantity of rettivery ‘engaged in ‘the 
ftricture; and, indeed, though it may now 
and then happen that a {mall piece of gut 
may be returnable without a divifion of the 
tendon, yet if it cannot be very eafily accom- 
plifhed, it had better not be attempted, fince 
in the ftate in which this part muft neceffarily 
be to require the operation thus far, any de- 
eree of force ufed to it will, moft probably, 


-. be more prejudicial and hazardous than the 


reft of it, if performed properly with a knife. 


An attention to the natural ftructure, figure, © 
and direétion of the parts will give us the beft — 


information how to make the divifion of the 
ftriture to the beft purpofe, and with the 
Jeaft hazard. 

The tendon of the obliquus icine 
rmufcle runs in an oblique dire¢tion from above 
downward, and the natural opening which is 


always found init, and through which the 


hernia pafles, is made by a kind of feparation 


of the fibres from each other; the direétion: of 


this opening is the fame as that of the tendon, 
that is, obliquely downward, from the os 
ilion to the os pubis; the knife therefore 
| thould be fo managed, as rather to continue 


6 | ) this 


) 


ON RUPTURES. 93 
this feparation, than to make any tranfverfe 
fe&tion ; its edge fhould be applied to the fu- 
perior and Bape hioN part of the oval, and car- 
ried upward, and obliquely backward, until a 
fufficient opening is made to ferve the pur- 
pofe; by this means the fibres of the tendon 
will be rather feparated from each other than 
cut, and in all probability the mae arifing 
from the incifion will be leflened. ” 

It is generally advifed: to make bie divifion, 
of the ftri€ture free and large, as well to per- 
mit the eafy return of the parts, as to prevent 
the inconvenience which it is fuppofed will 
be more likely to attend a {mall wound ‘ina 
tendinous body than a large one: the firftin- 
tention, the eafy return nd the inteftine, fhould 
certainly be fulfilled, and. therefore the inci- 
fion ought always to be large enough for that 
purpote, and to afford an opportunity of pafl-_ 
ing the end of the finger round on the infide, 
in eas of any sditeGde’s but as too large an 
_ opening may be attended with very ill cobb 
‘quence, it ought alfo to be guarded againft. 
In the majority of cafes, a fied incifion will 
be found fufficient for the’ purpofe of reduc- 
tion; and where the parts are free from adhe- 
‘fion, and’ wi fafe return of them, is the only 
- 4 oo | object 
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object of attention, a fmall divifion made in 


the manner already directed is not liable to 

any more pain and trouble than a large one; 
and may therefore be fafely triifted: 

Among the authors who write from each 

_ ther, and not from practice, are to be found 

accounts of cafes, in which the tendon only 

has been divided, and not the hernial fac, 


which latter has been returned through the 


enlarged opening, with its contents enclofed : 
and the fame writers are very particular in 
their direétions how ‘to -accomplifh this oper- 
ation. If it was practicable, (which the uni 
verfal adhefion of the fac with the cellular 
mémbrane of the fpermatic chord renders ab- 


folutely not fo} there would be full feveral 


material objections to the doing it; which ob- 


jections, as the thing is not eapante of being | 


executed, it is aay to mention. ‘ 


c ~~ 


Enotes. Lam perfectly i ia the ; 


cafe of a ftrangulated hernia is moft frequently 


as I have repeat it, viz. that the diforder — 


in the inteftine is originally produced by the 


ftri€ture made on it by the borders of the ten- ; 


dinous opening of the abdominal mufcle, and 


“ 
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that the gut is in general perfectly found, and 
free from. difeafe, before it becomes engaged 
in fach ftricture, yet I think it right to-ae- 
quaint the uninformed Fea ders that it has Beécti 
and ftill is the opinion of fome’ very i ingenious 
men, that' the difeafe is originally 4 in the gut, 
and that “thé ftti@ture is'an accident arifing 
from’ the inflammation and diftention of ‘it's 
or in other words, that the’ inteftine <is firtt 
inflamed, and by means'of the alteration pro 
duced ‘by fuch’ inflammation, becomes: too 

large for the tendinous aperture, which there- 
| furs makes a ftri@ure on it, and: which, they 
think, is the reafon why the chirurgical any 
ation is often uafuccefsful. : 

_ For my own part I cannot think that eiehier: 

: the fact, or the inference is in general true. 
“An inflammation moft certainly may, and 
frequently does, attack any part of the intef- 
tinal canal; ’ and confequently that part’ of it - 
which hrappens to ‘be included within 4 her- 
nial fac may accidentally be fo affedted? when 
“this is the cafe; the {welling and: diftention 
which naturally anid eee fatty attend an in- | 
flammation of the gut, will render it lefs ca- 
pable ot perhaps atte incapable of repafling 
_ the: opening in the abdominal tendon, which 


aay 


tendon 


(rm 
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tendon may therefore make fach ftridure on . 
the part fo difeafed, as greatly to heighten the 
fot {ymptoms, and bring on ftill worfe; and, 
- when this happens, the operation will alfo be 
lefs likely to be. fuccefsful, it being calculated 
for the relief ‘of only. fuch ce as arife 
from,a piece of inteftine (in other refpects 
found and free from. difeafe) being fo bound 
by the faid tendon, as to have its: perittaltic 
“motion, and the circulation, of .the blood 
through it, impeded or ftopped; whereas the 
other complaint, confifting primarily and ori- -_ 
ginally in an inflammation of the gut itfelf, 
the mere removal. of .it from a is not, 
nor can be, equal to the cure of the difeafe, 
That the cafe! isa poffible.one I make no 
doubt, having once or twice feen it in old 
ruptures; but it is a very rare one, and by no 
means to be admitted either as a proof that 
the mifchief done to the inteftine, in the ge- 
nerality of ftrangulated ruptures, does not 
moft frequently proceed from the ftridture 
made by the tendon, or a difluafive from per- 
forming an operation, whenever it would 
aah dap: be thought neceffary. 
‘It is not haweeuek a mere {peculative point, 


it is really a matter of confequence, and ought — 
to 
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to be attended to by all'thofe who have it in 


their power to make frequent obfervations on 


fach fubjeéts; for on the truth or. falfehood 
of this doétrine depend a few very material 
points in practice, fome of which ought fo to 
influence a‘furgeon’s condué as to ba it 
confiderably gaan in one cafe. for 15 thie 
it fhould be in the other. » BM 
Very bad fymptoms, fuch as pain, ahaa, 
of the belly, ficknefs, vomiting, hiccough,’ 
fever, and. {uppreffion of {tools, are often pro- 
duced in a very fhort {pace of time by the 
defcent, of a piece of gut, upon fome exertion 


of ftrength i in acibias! who were immediately + 


before fuch accident at. perfect eafe, and free 


from all. complaints relative to the belly: if — 


‘the difeafe be not difcovered, or if our at- 
tempts to reduce the inteftine are not fuccefl- 


' ful, thefe fymptoms are heightened, and the 


patient often dies of a mortification; if we do 


fucceed in thetimely reduction, all thefeterrible - 
\ ‘{ymptoms often ceafe inftantaneoully, and the - 


* patient, feels neither pain nor inconvenience of 
any ‘Kind. from that moment. Would this 
moft probably and moft.frequently happen, if 
the difeafe was generally in the inteftine, and 
_ the ftri€ure of the tendon merely accidental ? 
e VoL, I. H ae In 


o 
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In that kind of difeafe of the inteftinal 
tube, which is faid to be produced by ififlam- 
mation, and thought to be attended: with 
{paf{modic ftricture, or contraction of its muf- 
cular fibres, there is fuch an alteration madé 
in its periftaltic motion, and fuch impediment 
in the execution of its principal offices, that 
what is taken into the ftomach is reje€ted 
by vomit, and the feces are not protruded 
through the colon and rectum, the belly is » 
“tight and painful, the fkin hot, the pulfe quick 
and hard, and the patient feels a reftleffnefs 
and anxiety which are very difagreeable: this 
is one of thofe cafes which require immediate 
affiftance, and will admit of no delay; the 
progr efs of the fymptoms from bad to worfe 
is generally very rapid, and if the difeafe ‘be 
not foon fubdued, the patient dies. Free and 
repeated evacuation by phlebotomy and lenient 
purges, the ufe of a femicupium, a warm 
~ bath, glyfters, and {ometimes_ brifk cathar-_ 
tics, joined with opium, are the remedies ge~ 
nerally prefcribed, and if made ufe of in time 
are often fuccefsful, but if neglected, the cafe 
moft frequently ends ill. 
It is very true that the fame fymptoms 0 oc- 
cur in a ftrangulated hernia; but if that hernia 
| | ~ be 


ON RUPTURES. 99 
be reducible, they ‘generally 'ceafe upon 
fuch reduction, nor does: the patient want 
any other affiftance than what is neceffary 
to prévent a new defeent of the gut: in 
this refpet thereforé the two dileates dif- 
fer very materially ; in the latter, nature ftands 
in need of no farther affiftance from art, 
but as foon as the manual operation is 
performed, returns to the execution of her 
natural fonCtions + in the former, the is found 
fo very infufficient toward affifting herfelf, 
that it feems to be one of the few éafes, in 
which medical affiftance can bieaieel ever be 
difpenfed with. | 

Now if the bad fymptoms attenditig an ir- 
reduced rupture were primarily owing to an 
inflammation of the inteftine within it, and 
that the tendinous aperture made a ftricture 
onit, only in confequence of the diftention — 
ofthe gut; allowing this ftricture to aggra- 
vate the complaint Banadersbi: yet the di- 
vifion of it, or the reduétion of the inteftine, 
ean never be fuppofed to do more than alle- 
viate or remove fuch aggravation; the origi- 
‘nal inflammation of the gut muft {till remain, © 
nor can it be fuppofed to be leffened by the 
inteftine having been girt tight by the ten-. 
don; and yet, as I have juft now obferved, we 
& H 2 Dane Cee 
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very rarely (at leaft in ruptures that, are not) 
of ancient date), meet, with any trouble or 
complaint after reduction is timely and com- 
pletely. made, and;the inteftine returned into. 
the belly in,a found ftate; the vomiting moft 


frequently ceafes immediately, or in avery. 


fhort {pace-of time, a difcharge is made. by 
ftool,. the..tenfion. of the. pee goes off, and 
though the: patient. is not always inftantane- 
onic well,; in cafes where _the, fymptoms 
have been very threatening, yet all fuch com- 
plaints as proceeded from. an,.obftruétion: to 
the execution of the proper offices of the.:in- 

eftinal canal, generally difappear immediately. 
_.¥rom the nature and progrefs of, the fymp- 
toms in a-su/erere {as it.1s called,} from, the 
extreme. pain, of, the, firtt attack, from. the 
perfect eate a little while before death,, and- 
from, the. mortified. appearance ofthe intef-, 
tines after fuch event, I think it is moft pror, 


bable, that if we could have an opportunity.of 
{eeing the intefline during the firlt part ofthis © 


complaint, we fhould.find all. the appearances, 
of inflammation; whereas in many. of thofe 
upon whom the operation for the bubonocele. 
is fuccefsfully. and timely performed, this is. 
not the cafe; the inteftine feldom bears marks. 


- 


of high inflammation, unle{s the operation has, 


been 
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been long delayed, nor do the fymptoms of 
fuch complaint ufually attend afterward ; the: 
mortified’ part ‘often does not exceed an inch, 
oran inch and half in length, and is almoift 
always confined to that part of the gut ‘which 
is on the outfide of the tendinous opening, all 
within the belly“being found and fair, To 
which may be added: this cireurnftance, that 
when the parts contained in a hernial: fac be- 
come mofttified by the delay of the operation, 
the fac itfelf, (which has no immediate con 
nection with the inteftine, or its veffels) the 
cellular membrane covering it,» nay the {kin 
is often found in the fame fates 

Thefe are my principal reafons for beliey- 
ing that the mere ftricture made by the ten- 
don is, in the generality of incarcerated rup- 
tures, not only a fufficient, but the primary, 
and indeed the fole caufe of all the fymptoms, 
and all the mifchief; and therefore I mutt 
alfo-be of opinion, that whoever neglé&s to 
perform, or at-leaft to propofe the operation, 
when he finds reduction impraéticable,. and 
the ymptoms prefling, does.in fome meafure 
conthibute to the deftrudtion of his patient *. 
4 Indeed, though we fhould bots the cafe to be as thofe 


gentlemen have reprefented it, viz. that the ‘complaint begins 
H3 ip 
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On the othie hand, lam convinced by fome 
inftances which I have met with, (and which 
one time or other I hope to be able to prefent 
to the public, in a collection with many 
others) that the opinion has fome foundation 
in truth, and that perfons labouring under 
old ruptures, which have been long in the 
fcrotum without giving any trouble, in which 
the quantity of inteftine is often very large, 
the tendinous aperture much dilated, and the 
hernial fac thick and firm, are thofe to whom 
this misfortune has happened, and who in- 
deed, if their cafe be duly confidered, will be 
found moft liable to it; there being no rea- 
fon in nature why that part of the inteftine 
which is contained in fuch a hernia, fhould 
not be fubject to every complaint, or difeafe, 
to which every other part of that canal is 
in the inteftine, and that the ftri€ture made by the tendon is 
not a primary caufe, but an effect of the difeafe, I do not fee 
“how we can avoid propofing the operation; for whether the 
increafed fize of the gut be owing to the jnflammation, which. 
renders it too large to pafs the abdominal opening, or whether 
it be the mere ‘effect of ftricture made by the tendon, in either’ 
cafe it will bind equally, and the event muft be exaétly the 
fame, as far at leaft as the ftriure has to do with it: for when 
the inteftine is inflamed, whether fuch inflammation preceded 


or fucceeded the confinement of it by the tendinous opening, 


the fymptoms can never be appeafed, but by the releafe of the 
gut from its confinement, 
. liable : 


oh Sem | 
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liable: and. this opinion I am more confirmed 
in, by having met with more than one fub- 
jet with igh old ruptures, who have had all 
the fymptoms of a ftrangulation, and in 
whom, I.am fure, there was no, firicture 
made by the tendon, though the gut remain- 
ed in the fcrotum. 

‘Although I have through the courfe of this | 
fection mb peated secegitetedad the early 
performance of the eperation, ,yet I muft-de- 
fire not to be mifunderftood, as if I megnt to 
advife it before proper attempts had been 
made for reduétion, or the fymptoms become » 
alarming ; much lefs that I would propofe it 
as a means to obtain a radical cure in thote 
ruptures which are returnable by the hand 
merely ; a thing boafted of, and practifed by 
pretenders, but not to be thought of by any 
man who has either judgment, humanity, or 
honetty. 

_ The only intent of it fhould be to preferve 
life, by refcuing the patient from the hazard 
of mortification, likely to enfue from, the 
ftridture ; and though | have prefled it with 
fuch view, and in ee ch circumitances, and 
think it ought always to be done, yet I fhould 
be very forry to have it thought that I encou- 

hac  taged 
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raged the performance of it wantonly; or un 
neceflarily, which muft be the cafe, when- 
ever it is done with any other intention. 
Confidered as a means to obtain a perfed 
or radical cure, or to prevent the neceflity. of 
wearing a trufs, every man at all converfarit 
with thefe things knows, that it moft frequent- 
ly fails of procuring that end, and that moft of 
thofe people who have been obliged to fub- 
mit to it for the prefervation of their lives, 
have alfo been. obliged to wear a bandage 
ever afterwards, to prevent the inteftine from 
flipping down behind the cicatrix intothe groin. 
In fhort, though the danger from the ‘oper- 
ation, when peliforinede’ in time, is in my opi- 
nion never to be mentioned with that which 
muit arife from the firigture, if neglected, yet 
fuch operation never ought .to be attempted 
but with a view to prevent the impending 
il] effets of fuch ftriture, and will not ever 
(1 dare: believe) be put in practice with any 
other intention, by any fair or judicious prac- 
titioner, by any man who has the leaft regard — 
for his own character, his fellow-creature’s _ 
fenfations, or for any thing but: money *. 
| 12.0 aA 
© Perhaps it may appear extraordinary, but this neceffarily 


seXGHE operation has, by fome- of our modern quacks, been re- 
commended, 


\ 
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_ "Tue fac and ftrifture. being laid open and 
divided, the contained parts come into view, 
and according to. the different circumftances 


of the rupture and ofthe patient, will be 


found i in different ftates, and raga different 


treatment.) 


. Thefe, es are se to: three en 
heads, that is, the contained parts. will be. 


found; either in a found, healthy, loofe, un- 
connected ftate, and fit for: immediate reduc- 
tion; or in afound ftate, but, from fome par- 
ticular circumftances, incapable of being im-' 
mediately replaced.; or in an Bi hedh dit- 
eafed ftate, and requiring to be treated_ace 
cordingly. | : | 

If the rupture. sans of a piece of iitenke 
tine only, and that neither mortified nor ad- 
herent,, the fooner»it is returned: the better, 
and the more gently itis handled for teduc- 
tion, the better alfo. 


commended, and even ptaétifed, for the cure of omental hers 
nias: more than one perfon has loft his life, that is, has been 


; ‘murdered i in the attempts but that feems to be a circumftance 


Fioners were not requifite, 


of fmall i importance in the minds of thefe operators, nor does | 


it at all prevent the credulous part of mankind from trufling 


them ; though one would imagine that ‘much ftronger proofs, 
either of the judgment, AUIpani tye, or honefty of foah pratti- 


If 
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If the inteftine be accompanied with a por~ 
tion of omentum, the latter (if ina proper 
{tate) fhould be returned firft. 

In returning the inteftine, care fhould be 
taken to endeavour to put in that part firft 
which came out laft, otherwife the gut will 
be doubled on itfelf, and the difficulty and 
trouble be thereby much increafed; and in 
making the reduction, the fingers fhould be 
applied to that part of the mite fei which is 
connected with the mefentery, rather than 
its convex part, as it will both ferve the pure 
pofe better, and be lefs likely to do mifchief. 

While the reduction is making, the leg and 
thigh on the ruptured-fide fhould be kept ele- 
vated, as fuch pofition of the limb wilt much 
facilitate the return of the parts. | 
. Long confinement in the ferotum will, in 

fome peoplé, produce flight adhefions, by 
flender filaments, which are generally very 
eafily feparated by the finger, or divided by a 
knife, or {ciffors,: whether the adhefions be of 
the parts of: the inteftine /nter /e, or to the 

hernial fac. If the adhefion be of the former 
kind, and fuch as proves very difficult to fepa- 
rate, it will be better to return the gut into . 
the belly as it is, than to run the rifk of pro- 

Are ducing 


e| 
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sie an inflammation by-uiing. forces. if it 
“be of the latter, that is, if the connection be 
with the fac, there can be no hazard in 
wounding that, and therefore i it rey. be made 
free seh. 

It has been faid by ree writers, that if 
the piece of omentum be fo very adherent that 
the furgeon does not chufe to feparate it, that 
jt may very fafely be left, that it will firft 
fuppurate and then fhrink, and very little re- 
tard the healing of the fore. What experience 
the gentlemen who talk in this manner may 
have had of this kind of cafe, I know not; but 
J never yet have feen any, in which it could 
poflibly be thought neceffary to leave the pa- 
tient in fuch circumftances, or in which an 
attachment of the omentum was incapable of 
being fet ‘free, either by diffecting its adhe- | 
fou” or retrenching a part of it. | 

The prolapfed part being replaced, the next 
object of confideration is the hernial fac: this, 
if large, thick and hard, will prove flow, and 
difficult of digeftion, render the edges of the 
fore tumid and painful, and pita retard’ a 
cure confiderably, by producing troublefome 
abfceffes in the fcrotum. 

A confiderable part of it may very fafely 

and. 
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and properly be Petrova no part éF it is of 
any confequence except the pofterior, or that 
with which the fpermatic veffels are con+ 
nected; all the réeft being loofe, by means ‘of 
the cellular membrane, is therefore very eafily 
feparable, and had therefore better be neue 
than left’, . 


_£ The removal of part of the fac might have been right when 
the practice was to fill the cavity with dreflings, which induced 
a neceflity for, the membranous fac to flough; but was very con= 
trary to Mr. Pott’s praétice in the latter part of his life; and if 
he had lived to produce a new edition of this treatife, as he had 
projected, I have no doubt but that this paffage would have been 
altered. The method which we have Jong’ ufed, and which 
Mr. Pott himfelf practifed 1s this ; when the contents of the'fac 
are returned into the abdomen, the. fides of the {crotum are 
brought together, by which means the parts of the divided fac 
are alfo brought into. contaet, a large armed néedleis then paffed 
‘through the upper-part of the {crotum near.to the abdominal 


ring, and made to dip down {o as to pafs through the fides of the _ 


fac, but by no means fo deep as to runany rifk of including, or 
even injuring in the {malleft ‘degree the {permatic veffels, by 
which mode the objection in the paragraph which follows in the 


text, is done away; the ligature \is then to be tied’ moderately. 


fait, which makes a powerful barrier againit. the reprotrufion of 
the inteftine ; two or three ftitches, according ta the fize of the 
incifion, are then to be made through the fides of the divided 
{crotum; there is no neceffity for thefe to pafs through the fac, 


as the only intention of them is to keep the parts together, foas 


‘to prevent the expofure of the fac, by which means no digeftion 
of it will take place, but the parts will coalefee, and id generally 
heal by the firft intention. 7B 


g It 
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It has. been propofed by theoretic writers to 
pafs a ligature round the upper part of the 
neck of the fac, in order as it is faid to pro- 
cure the union. of its fides, and thereby more 
certainly, to prevent the future defcent of any 
thing from the belly; but to this there are 
many objections: the principal of which are, 
that if the ligature was not made ftrict, it 
could ferve no purpofe; and if it was, it” — 
would be very likely to injure the {permatic 
chord, if included in it; by preventing part of 
the difcharge, it might alfo occafion, very 
troublefome. oh Lit and, upon the whole, 
is by no, means advifable. 

It has alfo. been fuppofed, that the eh ir 
may be found fo inherent as not ;to admit of 
being fet free; and in this cafe.it has been, ad- 
oree to. remoye the ftriGture, by dividing the 
fac and the tendon, and then to: leave the parts 
loofe. This is mentioned, by many writers 
of eminence, and therefore 1 have taken :no- 
tice of it, though it Isa kind of cafe which, I 
muft own, I bo never feen, nor do I fup- 
pofe that Lever fhall. I have feen the inte{- 
tines very firmly adherent to. each other,. to 
the fac, to the omentum, and to the tefticle ; 
but never in fuch a ftate of adhefion, as to be 


incapable 
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incapable of being returned. The adhef or 


of the parts of the inteftine inter /e, are moft 
frequently eafily feparated; but if they fhould 


not, ftill thefe are no hindrance to the gut | 


being returned; and if the caul be fo con- 
nected as to prove troublefome to detach, it 


may with great fafety be cut off; fo that the » 


--conneétion here meant muft be of the intef- 
tine with the hernial fac: of thefe two parts 
we are interefted only for the prefervation of 
one, and may without hazard make free with 
the other; the feparation may indeed be tedi-« 
ous, and fometimes difficult, but let the diffi- 
culty or trouble be what they may, the fepa- 
_ ration muft be accomplithed, it being abfurd 
to think of leaving a piece of inteftine loofe, 
in the divided fcrotum, which, from the re- 
moval of the ftri€ture above, will be lable to 
be increafed in quantity, from every un- 
guarded motion, and fubje& to all the incon- 


veniencies which the influence of the air mutt - 
neceffarily produce on fuch tender parts; not 


to mention the great difficulty of managing the 
fore in this ftate, and the pain and other bad 
fymptoms, which muft arife from the daily 
uncovering the inteftine. Any trouble, theres 
fore, which may attend the feparation, muft 

| be 
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be fubmitted to, rather''than to follow’ this 
ftrange advice, which indeed the writers who 
give fens! not to underftand; for to leave the 
parts as they were found, and as they direct, 
is impoffible; they were found contained in a 
hernial fac, and in the {crotum, defended 
from the air, and in fome degree limited as to 
quantity, both by the {tricture above, and the 
fac below; the neceffary operation’ has re- 
moved that ftriture, divided the fac and'{cro- 
tum, and fet all loofe and free, and therefore 
if the inteftine be not returned into the belly, 
and kept there, the quantity which may fall 
out may be fo large as to produce the moft 
fatal confequences, notwithftanding any at- 
tachments which fome part of the canal may. 
have contracted. 


lee AK hgh, sa, 8 


Hirverro the parts compofing a rupture 
have been confidered as’ difplaced, 2s inflamed, 
as having contracted unnatural connections ’ 
and adhefions, but being ftill fo unhurt in 
their texture as to remain found, within the 
laws of the circulation) fit to be returned into 

a the 
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the belly, and affording a reafonable’ ptniboes 4 


of fucceds 1 in the event, » 


But, on the other hand, if ‘lias in laveimeigll Y 


ran very high, and has either been negledtedy 


or not.given way to proper treatment, and the 


operation has been too long deferred, the parts; 


though loofe, may become, fo difeafed, as to 


be ayy for immediate redudtion. 

‘The’ difeafe here meant is. gangrene, or 
faathifieation juple dui by the ftoppage of the 
circulation,,of the jblood through the part 
which is'on the outfide of the ftridture. The 


gangrenous or mortified, {tate of, thefe.-parts 


may be of more or Jlefs. extent, according. to 


the quantity contained.in the fac; but.be)the 
extent. of fuch difeafe what it may, the part 


{o affected ought never to be returned. loofe . 


into the nner (more efpecially if if j it be intef- 
tine) without-fome-cautions 

/ The omentum indeed may ne tate fore 
free with. If this’be fo altered as to be plainly 


unfit ,for immediate reduction, it may be re=- 


moyed, that j As, the, altered part, BU be.cut 


off from. the found., 


a his is coven ie ‘but it isa ner of : 
practice whichappears to me.to deferve fome-~ 
what. more. regard than. is moft commonly : 


paid 


ON srinceciat ian 113 


paid to it by’writers. All that is generally 
faid of it is, that if the ornentum be found in 
an unfound ftate, a ligature fhould be made 
on it juft above the altered part, what is be- 
low fuch: ligature fhould: be cut off, and the 
ligature fhould be ‘left hanging out of the 
eznh di that it may more basiily be taken 
away, when it is caft off: ‘This is the gene- 
tal doétrine, and indeed the general practice; 
but which I cannot help thinking'is delivered 
down, and followed by us, paren incon _ 
_ fiderately. t 
When ‘the omentum is in we {tate as to 
be fit for bein g ‘returned into the belly, fuch 
return ought never to be neglected or omitted ; 
the utes of the caul are great and obvious, and 
the want of itsmuft be productive of inconve- 
nience to the patient ; its warmth, its greafi- 
nefs, its lubricity, its extenfion over the fur- 
face of the inteftines, together with the con- 
ftant'motion of that canal, prove its. utility, 
and in fome meafure point out what the incon- 
veniencies muft neceflarily be, which follow 
the removal of it. ‘But it is fometimes found 
in fuch ftate, as to be unfit for reduction ; and 
then we muft embrace the leffer of the two 
evils, and remove {uch part of it as we ought 
Wo, I. be not 
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‘not to return. This is faid. by: every body,, 


_and is, certainly true; but feems to: me,.as I 
have juft now obferved, to require more con- 
fideration than is generally {pent upon it, as 
_ well with regard to the ftate requiring fuch 
operation, as the manner of executing it. It 
is commonly faid, that if it-be found in large 
quantity, confiderably hardened, or if it be 
altered in its texture, (that is, by gangrene or 
mortification) that it ought to be retrenched. 


The two ftates faid to require this retrench- — 
ment are very materially different from each — 


other: the neceflity of it in the latter. is/evi- 
dent; but Icannot help, faying, that 1 think 
it is ordered in the formen very. unneceflarily; 


and that the general method:alfo of; perform- » 
ing it-in thelatter,.appears tome both: injudis | 


_ cious, and prejudicial)’ There; may -pofhibly 
now and then occur a cafe, in which fuch 
alteration may have been made in the mere 


form and confiftence of the prolapfed piece, 


by induration, enlargement, &c. that the | re- 


moval of a part of it may become neceflarys — 
but this, though it does happen fometimes,:is — 
very unfit to be made a general rule of.) The — 
reafon given, is, that it will lie uneafy. in’ am 
hard lump within the patient’s belly; which 


- 1$ 
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is not neceflarily or generally true, as I have 
feveral tirnes experienced ; having réturned it 
when its form and confiftence have been much 
altered; without finding any future inconve- 
nience : fo that fuch alteration mérely, is not 
a géiieral reafon for cutting it off: on the 
other hand, I am ready to allow, that it fome- 
times is, and that the piece of caul fo altered 
had better bé removed, and that it may alfo 
be fo connéctéd, that it will be more to: the 
patient’s advantage to have fuch connected 
part taken away at once, than go through the 


pain and fatigue which the feparation may 


require; in which cafe, my- objection lies 
principally againft the prefcribed' method by 
ligature. Indeed when it is in a gangrenous 
fate, a part of it muft neceffarily be removed, 
as fuch ftate‘makes the return of it into the 
belly highly improper. ‘To accomplith this, 
we are ordered to make a ligature on: the 
found part of the omentum, ‘ite above what 


is altered, and then to cut it off immediately 
below fuch ligature: and the reafon given for 
doing it in this manner is, that all the altered 


part may be rémoved without’ any rifque of 
hemorrhage. This’ method of ating is 


founded on a groundlefs fear, and is biteh at- 


I 2 : tended 
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tended with bad confequences, which, not 
being fuppofed to flow from this caufe, are 
not eu to-its account. ; 
The fear of hemorrhage from the divided 
 veflels, if the omentum 7 cut in a found 
part, and the apprehenfion of mifchief, likely 
to enfue from the fhedding of fanies or mat- 
ter into the belly, if the divifion be made in 
the difeafed, gave rife to the practice of tying 
it before amputation; but neither one nor the 
other of thefe apprehenfionsare well-grounded, 


tice, 

The fear of banca is almoft a wot 
perfectly without faacaaities as I have feve- 
ral times experienced; and the difcharge of a 


nor are they fufficient reafons for fuch prac- | 


fluid of whatever kind from the border of the — 


divided membrane, is of no confequence at. 


all; neither would the ligature prevent it if it 
was, as muft appear to every one who will 
give the fubje&t one moment’s ferious confi- 
deaeiaa: 


But this is not all: I am fits to fay that zr 
am by experience convinced, that making a- 
ligature on the caul is not only unneceffary, 
but frequently pernicious, and fometimes. even — 


‘fatal. Haran 
A mere 


' z 
| . 
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A mere theoretical confideration of the parts. 
will convince any one of the probability of 
mifchief arifing from fuch practice ; but be- 
fides thefe be Gaeractoina, I can take upon me 
to fay, that I have feen it add to the hazard’ 
of the cafe, and more than once deftroy the’ 
patient. I have feen the omentum become 
difeafed, and gangrenous in all its extent 
above the ligature, between it and the fto- 
mach, when it was not gangrenous at all be- 
fore it was tied; but on the contrary, in a 
found ftate, and only tied in order to its being 
more fecurely retrenched. I have feen a 
whole train of bad fymptoms, fuch 4s naufea, 
vomiting, hiccough, fever, anxiety, reftlefl- 
nefs, great pain in the belly, and an incapacity 
of fitting upright, or even of moving without 
exquifite pain, precede the death of a man, 
whofe omentum was tied merely becaufe of 
its enlargement, whofe inteftines uninterrupt- 
edly, from the time of the operation to his 
Jaft hour, performed their proper office of dif- 
charging the faces, and were found perfect 
and untainted after death, but whofe omen- 
tum appeared in a highly inflammatory {tate 
in general, and in many parts above the liga- 
ture gangrenous. 


I 3 The 
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The direction given by many writers to put 
the patient’s body in motion, or to give him a 
kind of fhake, in order ta fet to rights the 
difturbance and derangement produced by 
tying the caul, would be too abfurd to mention, 
did it not ferve to prove, that even the very 


people who have perfifted in this pernicious . 
practice were themfelves fenfible of fome of 


its probable ill confequences, though they 
would not try to remedy them: they thought, 
that thofe which might follow from he- 
morrhage, or the difcharge of fanies, were 


{till greater, but made no experiment, in order 


to know whether they were or not. 
_ I will not pretend to fay, that, there never 
was a dangerous or fatal flux of ‘bloc from 


the eatin: of the omentum, without ligature; 
but I can truly fay that I never faw one; that 


I have feveral times cut off portions of it, 
without tying, and never had trouble from it 


of any kind, thou gh I have always made the 
excifion in the ied part ; and that, from the. 


fuccefs which has attended it, I fhall always 
continue to do fo, whenever it fthall become 
neceflary. Upon the whole, I cannot help 
thinking the ligature both unneceflary and 
pernicious, and can venture from experience 
; | ) wel 
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to fay, that any portion of the caul,, which-it | 
may, be thought neceflary to remove, may 
very fafely. ey cut off, without any previous 
8) £16) ee ee iF. : 

The beft and fafett method. of performing 
this operation, is with a good pair of ftraight . 
{ciffors, having firft expanded it, as well on 
account of its more eafy divifion, as to pre- 
vent. the mifchief which would attend the 
cutting a piece of intefltine, if it fhould chance 
to be wrapped up in it; and if any fear fill 
remains of hemorrhage, the excifion may, in 
the cafe of mortification, be made juft within 
the altered part of it; in which cafe, there will 
no more be left to be caft off, than there mutt 
be when a ligature is made. 

If the gangrene, or fphacelus, have Sal 
pofleflion of the inteftine, and confifts of a 
{mall {pot only, which, by cafting off, might 
endanger the fhedding its contents into the 

belly, the method of endeavouring to prevent © 

_ that inconvenience is, by connecting the up- 
per part to the wound by means of a needle 
and ftrong ligature; by this means, when the 
mortified part feparates, the feeces are dif- 
charged by the wound for fome time; after 
which it has been known to contract gra- 
| al’ dually, 
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dually, and heal firmly: but whether the 
event proves fo lucky or not, this method ‘of 
fecuring the gut fhould never be omitted. 

In making hte artificial attachment of the 
inteftine to the infide of the belly, care muft 
be taken not to wound the gut; the needle 
mutt be paffed through the ‘mefentery, at a 
{mall diftance from the inteftine, and fuch a 
portion of that body included within ‘the 
{titch, as fhall be likely to hold faft’ lone 
enough to render the connection probsbie 
If ie altered portion of the gut be of fach 
extent as to require exciton! but yet not fo 
large as to prevent the extremities of the di- 
vided parts from being br ought into contaé 
with each other, their union muft be endea- 
voured by future; in doing this, the ends of 
the inteftine fhould be made to lay fomewhat — 
over each other, by which means the future 
will be the ftronger ; and when the two ends 
are thus fewed sopeieg. they muft both be. 
faftened to the infide of the belly, at the upper 
part of the wound, that in cafe the union 
does not take place, the difcharge of faeces 
may, if poffible, be made fitonek the groin. 
But if the difeafe be’ of fuch extent as to pro- 
hibit the bringing the two ends together, the 

Bin | se treatment, 


| 
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treatment muft be different. In this cafe, as 
it is impoffible to preferye the continuity « of 
the inteftinal canal, the aim of the fur geon 


mutt be to prevent the contents of it from 


being fhed into the belly, and to derive through 
the otha’ in the groin all that which Rout, 
in a found and healthy {tate, pafs off by the 
rectum and anus. 

To accomplith this, he muft take care that 
neither extremity of the divided inteftine flip 
out of his fingers; then witha proper needle, 


and a {trong ligatur Gy he muft conneét both * 


of them to ‘the upper edge of the wound:. the 


future, with which the conneétion is made, 


mutt not be flight, left it caft off before a due 
degree of adlichion 1S procured ; and it muft 
alfo be’ made i in fuch a manner as to preferve 
the mouth of the cut as free and as open as 
may be, upon which the patient’s {mall re- 
maining chance does i in fome meafure depend. 
The method advifed by La Peyronie, of ftitch- 
ing the mefentery inftead of the inteftine, is 
| jtidiciots and right. 


The dreffing i in “this” cafe fhould be as foft 


and as light as poffible, ‘nothing heavy, “no- 
thing Cada} in, nothing avid can irritate 
Or give pain; and the patient muft obferve 
| RS Re ae rhc ae, 


ae 
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the moft rigid feverity of diet, and the rant 
perfect quietude both of body and mind. 
With regard to medicine, whatever is exhi- 
bited mat be calculated to procure reft and 
eafe, to quiet the febrile heat, to keep the 
body open, and, if neceflary, (as it moft fre- 
quently muft be) to refift putrefaGtion. All 
the reft muft be left to nature, who is by her 
great Creator furnifhed with fuch powers, as 
fometimes to produce wonderful effects, even 
in thefe deplorable cafes. 

This is the fubftance of the beft practice, 
and of the moft approved doétrine, in thefe 
circumftances, and which has fometimes been 


attended with a fortunate. event; but the 


practitioner who 1s {o fituated as to fee but 


little of this kind of bufinefs, ought to be ap- 


prifed how very little reafon there i is to hope 
for, or to promife fuccefs. ot he 
More cenfure is incurred by an: ear 
prognoftic, than by a:fuccefsful event, if pro- 
perly and judicionfly foretold; and if a man 
was to form his judgment upon this, and 


fome other hazardous diforders, from books — 


: only, he would expect very little of that trou- 
ble, and difappointment, which he will moft 
certainly meet with in praétice. ee 

6 - Writers 


: 
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Writers in general are too much inclined to 
tell their fuccefles only, and are fond of relat- 
ing cafes of gangrene and mortification, in 
which large portions of inteftine have been 
removed, the proper operations performed 
with great dexterity, and in which the events 
proved fortunate; and of this they all give us 
inftances, either from their own practice, or 
that of others, or perhaps fometimes from 
imagination ; by which the young reader is 
made too fanguine in his expectation. 

That thefe extraordinary fuccefles do fome- 
times happen, is beyond all doubt, and it is 
every man’s duty to aim at the fame by all 
poflible means; but ftill the inexperienced 
practitioner fhould alfo be. informed, how 
many fink for one that is recovered, and how 
many lucky circumftances muft concur, with 
all his pains to produce a happy event in thefe 
very deplorable cafes. Without this caution 
he will meet with very irkfome difappoint- 
ments; and having been often baffled, where 
he thought he had ray reafon to expect fuc- 
cefsy he. will acai meet with it fo. very, 
| unexpectedly, that he will. be: inclined to be- 
_ lieve the farcaftical diftin@tion between cures, 
and efcapes, not ill-founded... ered 

| . To 
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To fay the truth, the hazard is fo great, 
and the utmoft power of art fo little, that 
what Japis faid to A£neas with relation to his 
cure, may with great propriety be faid here: — 


Mon hac humanis opibus, non arte magifira. 
Proveniunt ; neque te Ainea mea dextera Servants ; 
Major agit Deus. 


Sueur se PVR 


THE portion of inteftine, or omentum, 
which compofed an hernia, being replaced 
while found and unhurt either by inflamma- 
tion or gangrene, it had always till very lately 
been fuppofed, that if a new defcent of them 
was prevented by the immediate application 
of a bandage, no mifchief was likely to enfue, 
and that while the trufs executed its office 
properly, the patient was thereby free from | 
danger. 

- -oBut within thefe few years, it has ve ee 
of the French writers been faid, that the her- 
nial fac’ may be fo loofe and unconnected 
with the fpermatic chord, that it may be re- 
turned into the belly, while it contains a por- 

tion 
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tion of inteftine, labouring under a ftricture 
made by the neck of the faid fac; and of this 
they have given inftances of cafes,—or of 
what pieea to them to’be fo. | 
_ Mr. Le Dran tells us, that in one of thefe, 
the rupture was with fome difficulty returned, 
but the fymptoms neverthelefs continuing, 
the patient died; and that upon opening the 
body he found the hernial fac, including a 
confiderable portion of inteftine, returned into 
the belly; and that the ftritture made by the 
neck of the fac, bound fo tight, that he could 
not difengage the gut from it without cutting 
it.—His words are, 
‘¢ Nous trouvames dans le ventre le fac 
** herniare, qui avoit trois pouces de profon- 
** deur, fur huit-pouces de circonference, et 
dans ce fac etoit encore enfermée, une demie 
 aulme de Vinteftine jejunum: ‘Tenant le 
“* fac 4 plein main, je voulus-en-faire fortir 
“Vinteftin, en le tirant par lun de bouts; 
‘© mais la chofe me fut impoffible, tant l’entrée 
du fac etoit refferree, & je n’en vins au 
** bout, qu’en dilatant cette entrée avec les 
§6 cifeaux,” &c. 
In De la Faye’s notes on sian may alfo 
| be 
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Be feen an inftance of this kind of eafe, of at 
leaft of what was taken for fuch. i 
TI have already given my opinion concern- 
ing the practicability of returning a hernial 
fas back into the abdomen, after it has been 
out any confiderable length of time; I never 
faw, either in the dead or the living, any rea~ 
fon to fuppofe it poffible; the afleriioas of 
thefe gentlemen are very pofitive, and I muft 
leave the reader to judge of them as he can. 
The ftraitnefs of the neck of the fac is fup- 
pofed to be produced by the preffure of the 
bolfter of a trufs, worn to keep the parts from 
defcending. This part of the fuppofition is-pro- 
bable, but it muft.alfo be confidered, that the 
fame preflure muft almoft neceflarily occafion 


adhefions of the outfide of the fac to the fur- — 


rounding cellular membrane; and if we were 


to fuppofe the fac loofe and unconneéted in 


every other‘ part,’ (a thing I muft own never 
faw) yet this alone weald for ever prevent its 
return into the belly. ; 


It is indeed reprefented as a circumftance 


not very frequently occurring, which is fortu- _ 
nate for mankind as it can neither be fore- 


feen nor prevented, and would add confider- 
_ ably to the hazard of ruptures. Pelee 6: 


; 


. 
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. It is faid, that by carefully attending to the 
manner in which a rupture goes up, we may 
diftinguith whether the fac returns with it or 
not ; sabi if it does, including the gut, a hard 
body will be perceived to pafs under the finger, 
and that thé inteftine in its paflage through 
the abdominal opening, will not make iat 
kind of guggling noife which it. is ufually 
found to do, when the fac does not return 
with it. This, inftead of being the charac- 
teriftic mark of the return of the fac, will al- 
moft always, be found to be the cafe when a 
portion of omentum, which has been much 
comprefled, goes up at the fame time with 
the gut; ai therefore, however ingenious 
this obfervation may feem, confidered Tubaies 
tically, it is not to be depended upon in 
practice. me 
But fuppofing we had fome clear and un- 
doubted marks, by which we could always- 
know when this was the cafe, I do not fee 
how we could avail ourfelves. of them: the 
inteftine muft be returned before we can have 
our information ; and if inftead of the uncer- 
tain, delufive reafons juft given, we had the 
cleareft and moft fatisfactory marks of what 
As ftps shedy: we haye no remedy, but a very 
perplexing, 
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perplexing, tedious, ‘and painful operation, 
which, I fancy, as few furgeons would. in 
thefe circumftances: chufe to behiowty as pe 
pit 25 {ubmit to. Ci 
‘aI call thefe marks or fymptoms, wwiiel 

| thiefe gentlemen have given us, doubtful and 
delufive, becavife they do not with any degree 
of certairity indicate the caufe to which they 
are owing, or from which they arife; for the 
inflammation excited in the inteftine by its 
having been engaged for fome time in a ftric- 
ture, will rbinelinees produce all the fame 
complaints after its return; but ‘no chirurgi- 
cal operation will relieve them. : 
In the common reduétion therefore of an 
inteftinal rupture by the hand, I do not fee 
how we can avail ourfelves of this fuppofed 
difcovery ; and when the operation by the 
knife becomes neceflary, it can be of no con- 
fequence at all; for if the operation be pro- 
perly performed, the hernial fac will be di- 
~ vided through its whole length, before the 
inftrument muita the pana Sit ; and therefore 
the gut can never be returned, while bound 
by any ftriture from the former. ag 
It has indeed been faid, that till this difco- 
very was made, the ftriGture of the abdominal ~ 
tendon, 
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tendon, and the adhefion of the contents of 
the hernialfac to sits fides, were the only 
known reafons why any rupture fhould be ir- 
returnable; and that when fuch cafe occurred, 
if the tendon only was. divided, and the fac. 
reduced unopened, the: patient might be loft, 
notwithftanding all that had been done. To 
this I can only fay, that a ftridture made by 
the fac only, is far from being a thing un- 
known, and is one of the principal reafons’ 
why all judicious writers and practitioners 
have advifed it to be always divided; and 
when this is properly executed, no fuch con- 
fequences can follow, even if the hernial fac 
fhould be (what I have never yet feen) .capa- 
ble of being returned into the belly. 


hid gS A VAR E 
RuPTURES through the openings of the. 
tendons of the oblique mufcles in females, are 
fubject to the fame fymptoms, and require 
nearly the fame general treatment, as the in- 
guinal ruptures of males, and, like them, 
frequently admit of perfet cure, if not. mif- 


managed or neglected at firft ; the fame kind 
Vor. iva K ‘of 
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of trufs is alfo heceflary, and the fame cautions 
with regard to the manner of wearing it. 
- The open texture of the cellular membrane 
furrounding the fpermatic vefiels, and: the 
laxity of the fcrotum, render the hernial tu- 
mor much larger in males than it can well be 
in females; neither can it defeend fo low: in 
the latter, as it does frequently in the ic sade 
for reafons which are obvious. | 
The female hernia, if recent, ‘Rite ial 


the fame appearance as the bubonocele in ~ 


man; and when more of the gut or caul is 
thruft. forth than will lie conveniently in the 
groin, it pufhes down into one of the labia 
pudendi, and fometimes: forms a tumor of 
pretty confiderable fize, | 
When eafily reducible, like that of men, it 
gives but little pain, and generally returns 
into the belly upon going to bed, or upon the 


patient being laid in a fupine pofture:. when 


it is bound by the opening of the abdominal 
tendon, and is therefore difficult, or incapable 
of reduction, it is attended with the fame 
fymptoms as the incarcerated hernia in man, 
and requires the {ame general treatment, of 


bleeding, glyfters, purges, warm bath, &c. 


and (thefe failing) the chirurgic operation + 
" 


by 


es 
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by which the hernial fac is laid opeti, and the 
{triture made by the tendon, divided: 

“In males, the cellular membrane which 
furrounds the fpermiatic veffels and the her- 
nial fac, is generally fo thickened by diften- 
tion, as to take fome little time to cut throu gh, 
and ptoves thereby a kind of fecurity to pre- 
vent the fac fromi being too haftily opened ; 
but in females it fhould be remembered, that 
the hernial bag lies immediately under the 
miembrana adipofa, and requires to be very 
-eautioufly divided, on account of its contents ; 
nor have I in general obferved the fluid con- 
tained in the hernial fac of females to be equal 
to that which is found in males. 

The piece of inteftine which is ftrangu- 
lated in the female bubonocele, is fometimes: 
fo {mall, as to occafion very little tumor, and 
therefore, if recent, is very often, in modeft 
women, not known tobe the caufe of the 
fymptoms which it produces; if by accident 
it returns back before it is hurt in its texture, 
the difeafe paffes for a colic; if it proves fatal 
by mortification, it is taken for a paffio ihaca, 
or miferere. The means made’ ufe of for the 
relief of either of thofe difeafes, being fuch as 
will ai in general, without the afiittarice of 
ey K 2 a furgeon’ S 
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a {urgeon’s hand, procure a return of the pro 
truded gut, many an ufeful life has been loft by 
the real caufe of the mifchief not being known. 
Every fymptom (the ttumor excepted) which 
accompanies a rupture labouring under ftric- 
-ture, may attend a paffio iliaca; that is, an 
‘inflammation and obftruction to the execution 
“of the office of the inteftine, whether pro-— 
duced by the {tricture of the abdominal ten- 
don, or the {pafmodic contra¢tion of its own 
mufcular fibres, will be attended with the’ 
fame kind of fymptoms :, but though the ge- 
neral means of relief are alike in both cafes, 
yet the former requires alfo the affiftance. of © 
a furgeon’s hand to replace the piece of in- 
ea or all the reft will be abfolutely mef- 
fecual : if that be neglected, the cafe.in. ge- 
neral will end ill, ey though the oni Selita is 
{et to another account, and “fuppofed. to haye 
been. without eae yet it is very certain 
that timely afiiftance would very fr equently 
prevent fuch bad confequences. It therefore 
behoves.every medical man; who.may be 
called to women labouring under fuch,com- — 
: plaints, to be very attentive. to them, . and if 
the fymptoms run high, never to omit.jn-_ 
~ -guiring whether there be any tumor.in the 
' groin, © 
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eroin, belly, or pudenda, and ‘if there be. 
fuch, to be informed of what. nature it is, be- 
fore he goes any farther, or lofes any more 
of that time, which in all thefe cafes is fo 
very precious. 

In the cafe of the ddtor colicus, the pain is 
either round about the navel, or diffufed in ~ 
general all over the belly, that arifing frome 
Aiapitaeda rupture is alfo very Hhadulcwity 
general all over the belly, but is always more 
particularly acute at the groin, which part is 
alfo remarkably tender to the touch. The 
tenfion of the belly, and the vomiting in the 
paflio iliaca, are in general the firft, at leaft 
they are very early fymptoms ; whereas they 
do not come on in ruptures, till after fome 
time is ’paft. Perhaps fome other minute di- 
ftin&tions might be made between the appa-_ 
rently fimilar {ymptoms of the two difeafes; 
but the beft and moft infallible way to know 
what the real flate of the cafe is, and thereby 
what ought to be done, is to have the parts 
plastic where fuch tumor may be expect- | 
ed; this removes all doubt, and gives the 
practitioner the fatisfaction of Greig that, 
let the confequence be whatever it may, he 
- 4s purfuing a rational and probable method of . 
ahiani his patian Be 
Kae S E Oat a 
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Barks C ie IX, ‘ 


Tue crural, or femoral hernia, receives its 
name from its fituation, the tumor occafioned by 
it being in the upper and fore-part of the thigh, 
To gee dy te rightly the nature and ris 
ation of a crural rupture, it is necefflary to at- 
tend to the anatomical ftruCture and difpofition. 
of the obliquus defcendens mufcle of the ab- 
domen. Whoever does this will find, that 
that part of it which runs obliquely down- 
ward from the {pine of the os ilion, towards 
the fymphyfis of the os pubis, is tucked 
down, and folded inward, as it were. This 
edge or border, fo folded 1 in, is what is called — 
die ligamentum Poupartu by fome, by others 
the Agamentum Fallopiz, as if it was a difting: 
and feparate body, but is really no more than ~ 
the inferior border of the tendon of the ob- 
lique mufcle. In all the {pace between thefe 
two attachments, this tendon is loofe andun+ _ 
connected with any bone; all the hollow, 
which is made by the form of the as ilion, 
between the point of the attachment of the 
ligament or tendon to that bone, and its 
other conneétion at the os pubis, is filled: up — 
by silutar membrane, fat, and glands ; which 
parts 
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parts are covered, and braced down, by a fine - 
tendinous expanfion, communicating between* 
the tendon iof the obliquus defcendens abdo- 
minis and the fafcia lata of the thigh, 

Under this tendon, or ligament, the parts 
compofing a hernia pafs, and produce a tumor 
on the upper and fore-part of the thigh, “he 
fac is generally defcribed as pafling over the 
crural artery and vein, which. are {aid to-lie, 
immediately behind it; but whoever will ex- 
amine the ftate of thefe parts, in a dead fub-. 
jet, will find that this is not a true reprefen- _ 
tation: the defcent is made on one fide of 
thefe veflels, neater to the os pubis; and the 
hernial fac, if it be not greatly diftended, lies 
between the crural veffels, and the laft men- 
tioned bone, on which it refts. 

The femoral hernia is not fo fubject to 
‘ftricture as the inguinal, there being a larger 
{pace for the cuuiiee to occupy; but when 
fach mifchief does happen, the fyrfiptoms are 
fo exactly the fame as they are in a ftrangu- 
lated anguinal hernia, that it is quite unne- 
_ ceflary to repeat them in this place. . The 
method: of attempting reduction, and the 
treatment of the patient in. cafe of difficulty, 
are the fame alfo; excepting that in the in- 
K 4. guinal, 
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guinal, the part to be reduced fhould be 
prefied obliquely toward the os ilion;. in’ the 
femoral, the preflure ought to be made 
- dire@tly upward, or a little toward the pubes. 

When it is not reducible by the handonly, 
it, like the other, becomes the objec ofa chi- 
_ rurgic operation, by which the fac is laid open, 
the ftricture removed, and the atainse: - 
returned, 


The incifion fhould bye ble then sa 


- {kin, and membrana adipofa, the whole cleaned 


of the tumor; under thefe will be feen the 
tendinous fafcia, or expanfion, and imamedi- 
ately under that the hernial fac; thefe being 
carefully divided, and the portion of inteftine 
thereby denuded, it is well worth while to 
try if it cannot. be returned without dividing 
the tendon, as there is a confiderable {pace be- 
tween the os illum and the os pubis, to ma- 
nage fuch reduction in, and as the divifion of 
the tendon is not.always, in this kind of rup- 
ture, fo fafely executed; in this there are 
two parts of confequence, which lie very 
little out of the way of the knife, and which 
an operator fhould avoid wounding: thefe-are 
the epigaftric artery, and the {permatic.chord. 
Jf thedivifion of the ligament be made directly 
| _ upward, 
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upward, the {permatic chord will certainly be 
divided; and if, to avoid that, the knife be 
carried very obliquely towards the os ilium, 
the artery will meet with the fame fate; and 
indeed if the incifion of the ligament be made 
of any length, let it be made in whatever 
part it’ may, the mfque will be great of | 
wounding one of the parts juft mentioned, as 
will appear to any body who will examine 
them 7 /itu natural, and make a proper al- 
lowance for the preflure, and diftention of the | 
hernial fac. 

Of the two, the {fpermatic chord is certainly 
the moft to be regarded, as the total divifion 
of i¢ would in all probability render the tefti- . 
cle on that fide ufelefs. If the artery be 
wounded, it muft be taken up with a needle 
and ligature;e but the doing is not. fo eafy.as 
the directing it to be done: the epigattric artery 
in’ many men is near as large as the {maller 
carpal; departs immediately from the trunk 
of the crural, and, at its origin, lies in a bed 

of fat and cellular membrane; the ftream of 
blood would be pretty brik, and the paflage 
of the needle round would certainly be trou- 
blefome, if not hazardous from the vicinity of 
es crural veflels: it mY BPdpp bias be hap- 


pily 
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pily executed, but as it muft be attended with 
a good deal of trouble, and fome rifk, it is 
much better to avoid the neceffity, which I 
think may almoit always be done, confidering 
the large {pace between the os ilion and the 
os pubis, and that that {pace is occupied prin- 
cipally by cellular membrane, and fat: or if 
the divifion of the ligament be unavoidable, 
let the operator be particularly careful to keep 
the extremity of the probe-pointed knife within 
the end of his fore-finger, held up tight juft 
behind the edge or border of the tendon, and to 
make as Griblhs an incifion as may be neceflary : 
the probe- -fciffors, the common inftrument in 
ufe for this operation, is in this cafe particus 
larly hazardous and improper. 

In all other circumftances, this hernia, ia 
the inguinal, are fo fimilar as to. need no oe 
tition, 


SEs CoTauxy 
| THE CONGENIAL HERNIA, 

THE congental hernia, as it is now called, ig 
that particular kind of hernia, in which the 
portion of inteftine, or omentum, which occa 
fions the tumor, inftead of being found alone 
in the hernial fac (as in a common rupture) 
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ts found in’ contact with the naked tefticle; 
the bag containing it being formed by the 
funica vaginalis te/its. | 

The manner in which a common hernial 
_ fac is formed, has already in a former chapter 
been related, viz. by the thrufting forth of a 
portion of the peritoneum through the open- 
ing in the tendon of the external oblique 
mufcle of the abdomen; which portion, fo 
thruft forth, ¢ontains a piece of inteftine, or 
omentum, or both. A hernial fac thus formed 
always communicates with the cavity of the 
belly, but never with that of the tunica vagi- 
nalis teftis, It paffes down anterior té the 
{permatic chord, and when it is laid open, is 
found to contain only a portion of gut, or caul, 
and a {mall quantity of fluid. 

On the contrary, the fac of a congenial her- 
nia is formed by the tunica vaginalis teftis it- 
felf; and when it is laid open, (whatever elfe 
may be in it) it is always found to contain the 
tefticle, covered only by its proper coat, com- 
monly called tunica albuginea, 

The manner in which this is brought sate 
the original or early fituation of the teftes in a 
foetus, thieir defcent, their protrufion from the 
saalack of the belly, and the formation of the 

tunica 


! 
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tunica vaginalis teftis, I have defcribed fo 
much at large in two tracts already publifhed*, 
that I fhall give a very fhort account of them 
in this ibe 

That bag which is selene to make the 
future tunica vaginalis téitisss is an originally=- 
formed part, lies in the groin, under the fkin 
and adipofe membrane, and has an ‘orifice 
always open to the abdomen ofa foetus. By 
means of this orifice, the tefticle at proper 
time defcends into the groin firft, and then 
moft commonly into the fcrotum; and when 
it has been fome little time in the latter, the 
opening from the belly generally becomes 
clofe, and is obliterated. . By the) clofing of 
this paflage,'a bag or cavity is formed, which 
contains within it the tefticle covered only by 
its tunica albuginea, and which bag never after- 
ward has any communication with the orifice 
into the cavity of the belly. 

The time at which the tefticles are thru 
forth from the belly is very uncertain, as I 
have often experienced; and fo is: that of the 


ee account of the congenial hernia, publithed aire ;: 
~ and fome obfervations on the hydrocele, publifhed in 1762..In 
Dr. Hunter’s Medical Comment, No. I, may alfo ‘be feen 2 
- very ingenious account of this matter, by his brother Mr, John 
Hunter. 
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‘abfolute clofing of the facculus. In fome they 
pais out before birth,.. in. fome immediately 
after, and in fome not till fome time afters in 
fome they never pa{s out at all, and in others, 
they (that is the two) arrive in the groin, or 
{crotum, at different, and fometimes very. dif- 
tant times. In fhort, the intention of nature, 
-and her procefs, is in general regular and plain, 
but it is Saceainlidlacd at fe iti periods in 
different perfons, and {ometimes, like moft 
other parts of the animal economy, it is to- 
tally prevented by accident, or mal- formation. 

‘The intrufion of a piece of inteftine or 
omentum into the orifice of the tunica vagi- 
nalis is one of thefe accidents. By means of 
either of thefe, the clofing of the paflage is 
prevented, and a hernial a of a particular 
kind formed. . This fac being really the vagi- 
nal coat of the teftis, muft, if that body a 
fallen from the abdomen, contain the ‘intef- 
tine, omentum, or whatever forms the hernia, 
and the tefticle, in immediate contact with 
each other. : te 

This is the congenial hernia; a pal un- 
known till eA thefe few years, but by no 
means an infrequent one, 


3. | brane see ae 
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The appearance of a hernia in very early 
infancy, will always make it probable that at 
is of this kind; but in an adult, there is no 
reafon for fuppofing his rupture to be of this 
fort, but his having been afflicted with it from 
his infancy ; there is no external mark or cha- 
racter, whereby it can be certainly diftin- 
euifhed from one contained in a common her- 
nial fac; neither would it be of any diate 
ufe in practice if theré was. ‘ : 
When returnable, it ought like all other 
kind of ruptures to be reduced, and conftantly 
kept up by a proper bandage; and when at- 
tended with fymptoms of {tricture, it requires 
the fame chirurgic affiftance as the common 
hernia. | 
In very young children, there are fome cir- 
cumftances relative to this kind of rupture, 
which are very well worth attending to, as 
they may prove of very material conicquence | 
to the patient. 
A piece of inteftine, or omentum, may get 
pretty low down in the fac, while the tefticle 
is {till in the groin, or even within the abdo- 
men; both which I have feen. In this cafe, 
the application of a trufs would be highly im-— 
proper ; 
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proper; for in the latter, it might prevent the 
defcent of the tefticle from the belly into:the 
ferotum; in the former it muft neceflarily. 
bruife and injure it, give-a great deal of unne-. 
ceflary pain, and can prove of no real ufe. 
Such bandage therefore ought never to be ap- 
plied on a rupture in an infant, unlefs the tef- 
ticle can be fairly felt in the fcrotum, after 
the gut or caul is replaced; and when it can 
be fo felt, a trufscan never be put on too’foon. .. 

As this kind of rupture is fubject to ftric- 
ture with all its confequences, as much as 
that which is contained in a common hernial 
fac, and therefore liable to ftand in need of ‘ 
the chirurgic operation; it may be very well 
worth an operator’s while to know, that an 
old rupture, which was originally congenial, 
is fubject to a ftri€ture made by the fac itfelf, 
independent of the abdominal tendon, as well. 
as to that made by the faid tendon. | 7 

Whether this be owing to the weight of 
the tefticle at the bottom of the fac, and the’ 
endeavours which nature makes to clofe the 
upper part of the tunica vaginalis, or to what 
other caufe, I will not pretend to fay, but the. 
fact I have feveral times noticed, both in the : 
dead and in the living. I have feen fuch 
i {tricture 
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ftri@ture made by the fac of one of thefe hers 


niz, as produced all thofe bad fymptoms 
which render the operation neceflary ; and I 


have met with two different ftri€tures, at near 


an inch diftance from each other, in the body, 
of a dead boy about fourteen, one of which 
begirt the inteftine fo tight, that I could not 
difengage it without. dividing the fac. . } 

In this kind of hernia I have alfo more fre~ 
quently found conneions and adhefions of 
the parts to each other, than in the common 
‘one; but there is one kind of conneGiom 
fometimes met with in the congenial hernia, 
-which can never be found in that which is in 
a common hernial fac,.and which may require 
all the dexterity of an operator to fet free; I 


mean that of the inteftine with the tefticle, - 


from which I have more than once experi- 
enced a good deal of trouble. 


When a common hernial fac has been laid 


open, and the inteftine and omentum have 
been replaced, there can be nothing left in It 


which. can require particular regard from the 
furgeon; but by the divifion of the fac of a 
congenial hernia, the tefticle is laid bare, and. 
after the parts compofing the hernia haye been 
reduced, will require great regard and tender- 


nefs, 
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nefs, in all the future dreflings, as it is a part” 
very irritable, and very fufceptible of ae” in- 
flammation, &c.> | 

If a large quantity of fluid fhould be oh 
leéted in the fac of a congenial hernia, and, 
by adhefions and connections of the parts 
within, the entrance into it from the abdo- 
men fhould be totally clofed, (a cafe which I 
have twice feen) the tightnefs of the tumor, 
the difficulty of diftinguifhing ‘the tefticle, 
and the fluctuation of the fluid, may occafion 
it to be miftaken for a common hydrocele; 
and if without attending to other circum- 
ftances, but trufting merely to the feel and 
look of the fcrotum, a puncture be haftily 
made, it may create a great deal of trouble, 
and poflibly do. fatal potas 

By what has fallen within my obfervation, 
I am inclined to believe that the fac of a con- 
genial hernia is very feldom, if ever, diftended 
to the degree which a common hernial fac 
often is: it alfo, from being lefs dilated, and 


» The method of bringing the parts together, and retaining 
them fo as to exclude the air, (mentioned in a note page 108 
of this volume) is equally applicable to cafes of congenial her- 
niz, and as it will prevent the expofure of the teftis, all future 
dreflings of it will be unneceffary. _ hf ror Gs 
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tather more confined by the upper part of the 
{permatic procefs, generally preferves a pyri- 
form kind of figure, and, for the fame reafon, 
is alfo generally thinner, and will therefore 
require more attention and dexterity im an 
operator when he is to open it. To which I 
believe I may add, that common ruptures, or 
thofe in acommon fac, are generally gradu- 
ally formed, that is, they are firft inguinal, 
and by degrees become f{crofal; but the con- 


uae genial are feldom, if ever, remembered by the 


patient to have been in the groin only. 


S$) Ba@yoTh.) 30 
EXOMPHALOS. 


Tur Exomphalos, or Umbilical rupture, is 
{o called from its fituation, and has, like the 
other, for its general contents, a poftion of 
inteftine, or omentum, or both. In old um- 
bilical ruptures, the quantity of omentum 1s 
fometimes very great. — 

_Mr. Ranby fays, that he found two. ells | 
and half .of inteftine in one of thefe, with 
about 


' 
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about a third part of the {tomach, all rime 
ing together. 

‘Mr. Gay and Mr. Nourfe found the liver 
in the fac of an umbilical hernia; and Boh- 
nius fays that he did alfo. 


But whatever are the contents, they are 


originally contained in the fac, formed by the 


ioe 


protrufion of the peritoneum. 

In recent, and {mall ruptures, this’ fac i is 
very vifible; but in old, and large ones, it is” 
broken through at the knot of the navel, by: 
the preffure nd weight of the contents, and 
is not always to be gi Naser: : which is 
the reafon why it has by fome been doubted 
whether this kind of ia hie has a hernial 
fac or not. 

Infants are very fubje& to this difeafe, in a 
fmall degree, from the feparation of the funi- 
culus; but in general they either get rid of 


it as they g aatien {treneth,. or are cally cured - 


by wearing a proper An toe It is of fll 
_ more confequence to get ets diforder cured 
in females, even than i in males, that its return 
when they are become adult, and pregnant, 


may be prevented as much as poffible; for at. 


this time it often happens, from the too great 
diftention of the belly, or from Wa enanded 


2 motion. . 
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motion when the parts are upon the ftretch. 
During geftation it is often very troublefome, 
but afer: delivery, if the contents have con- 
traéted no. adhefion, they will often return, 
and may be kept in their place by a Sa 
bandage. 

If Gc bandage was always put o on in time, 
and worn ublflar gia the difeafe might in ge- 
neral be kept within moderate bounds, and . 
fome of the very terrible confequences which 
often attend it might be prevented. The 
woman who has the fmalleft degree of it, 
and who from her age and fituation has rea- 
fon to expect children after its appearance, 
fhould be particularly careful to a it re- 
ftrained. 

In fome the entrance of the fac is large, 
and the parts eafily reducible ; in others they 
are difficult, and in fome abfolutely irreduci- 

ble. Of the laft kind many have been fuf- 
~ pended for years in a proper bag, and have 
given little or no trouble. They who are 
afflicted with this diforder, who are advanced 
in life, and in whom it is large,.are generally 
{ubject to colics, diarrheas, and if the intef- 
tinal L pales be at all obftruéted, to very trou- 

| blefome 
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blefome yomitings *, It therefore behoves 
fuch to take great care to keep that tube as 
_clean and free.as poflible, and neither to eat 
or drink any thing likely to make any difturb- 
ance in that part. . 

The cure, as propofed by authors, j is rakes 
radical, or palliative. | 

Celfus, Paulus AXgineta, Albucafis, Aqua- 
pendens, Guido, Severinus, Rolandus, and 
others, mention a radical cure by ligature’ 
Fab. ab Aquapendente propofes, ‘* aut medi- 
<< camentis aut ferro umbilicum adurere;” 
but after having defcribed both methods, he 
lays them under fuch reftraints, from age, 
habit, fize of the tumor, time of the year, &c. 
as amounts almoft to a prohibition againtt 
putting them in practice at all; and it is to 
be hoped that nobody will attempt to revive 
them. 
The methods by ligature are two; in the 
one, the {kin covering the tumor is to be lifted 
up with the finger and thumb, or with a {mall 
hook, to free it from the inteftine underneath, 
and then a ligature is to be made roynd the 
~bafis of the tumor, fo {trict as to procure a 


€ On which account they are often fuppofed to labour under 


‘a firiéture of the inteftine, when they really do not. 
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mortification of all that part which is ante- 

rior to fuch ligature. In the other, the fkin 

is to be elevated in the fame manner, and a 

needle armed with a double ligature is to be 

paffed through the bafis of the tumor, which 

is to be tied above and below, or on each fide, 

{o tight as to produce the fame effect. Pre- 

vious to the drawing the ligature clofe, it is 

advifed to make a Gieit Pate in the top of 
the tumor, large enough to pafs in the end of 
the fore-finger, and with it fo to deprefs the 

inteftine or omentum, as to prevent their be-_ 
ing engaged in the {tricture. 

The intention in both thefe methods is the 
fame, viz. by deftroying the lax fkin covering 
the top of the tumor, to produce a cicatrix 
which fhall bind fo tight, as to reftrain the 
parts from any future pevPa ton. 

The objedtions to either of them are fo ob- 
vious, that it is hardly neceflary to fay any 
thing concerning them; though in this age 
of BbsLLY and credulity, I fhould not won- 
der to fee them revived and practifed. 

In young fubjeéts, and fmall herniz, a 
bandage worn a proper time generally proves 
a aE cure; and in old perfons, and large 
tumors, it is hardly to be fuppofed that any. 

body 
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body can think of any, but a palliative one, 
the hazard of producing a mortification being 
fo great. | 

But fuppofe the fubje& to be young, and 
the tumor ‘of fuch fize, and in fuch ftate,.as 
to make it unlikely that a bandage..would do 
more than palliate; that the {kin covering the 
tumor-is fo lax, as to make it improbable that 
it fhould ever recover its former ftate, and lie 
fmooth, and that when it has been removed, 
the cicatrix fhall bind fo tight, as to prevent 
the future protrufion of any of the contained 
parts; yet who can tell what. may be the 
confequence of this deftruction of parts, ‘and 
this indilatibility of the {kin in a ftate of preg- 
nancy? I mention this, becaufe I have feen 
very terrible mifchief from the burfting of a 
cicatrix on the navel, during geftation ; chante 
the {car was from an Aaet opened by in- 
cifion, and confequently could not be. fup- 
pofed to be equal, either in fize or refiftance,’ 
to one produced by the before- mentioned 
operation, , 
“Pe umbilical, 'tike the an ‘hernia, 
becomes the fubject of hapa operation, 
when the parts are irreducible by the hand 
ey: and are fo bound as to produce bad 
Lg {ymptoms. 
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fymptoms. But though I have in the ingui- 
nal and fcrotal hernia advifed the early ufe of 
the knife, I cannot prefs it fo much in this; 
the fuccefs of it is very rare, and I fhould 
make it the laft remedy. Indeed I am much 
inclined to believe, that the bad fymptoms 
which attend thefé cafes are moft frequently 
owing to diforders in the inteftinal canal, and 
not fo often toa ftricturé made on it at the 
navel, as is fuppofed. Ido not fay that the 
latter does not fometimes happen, it certainly 
does; but it is often believed to be the cafe 
when itis not. | 

When the operations become neceflary, it 
confifts in dividing the {kin and hernial fac, 
in fuch manner as fhall fet the inteftine. free 
from ftricture, and enable the furgeon to re- 
turn it into the abdomen, if found, and not 
adherent ; but if it be gangrenous, or morti- 
fied, the altered part muft be removed, and | 
the fecal difcharge be derived through the 
wound; by which means, fome few have 
preferved their lives, if fuch ftate can be call- 
éd living. : bigs! 
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8) B.C Py .cXH, 
VENTRAL HERNIA, &c. 

THIS may appear in almoft any point of 
the forepart of the belly, but is moft frequently 
found in or between the recti mufcles. 

- The portion of inteftine, &c. is always con- 
tained in a fac, made by the protrufion of the 
peritoneum. When reduced, it fhould be 
kept in its place by bandage, and if attended 
with ftritture, which cannot otherwife be re- 
lieved, that ftri€ture muft be carefully divided. 

The hernia Foraminis Ovalis, I have never 
feen *. : 

_ All the parts almoft, which are contained in 
the belly or pelvis, are by the dilatation of 
their conneéting membranes, capable of being 
thruft forth, aid of producing atte all 
which are called herniz. 3 

Ruyfch gives an account of an Abbe bhliag 
uterus being found on the outfide of the ab-. 
dominal opening 5 ; and fo doés Hildanus and 


~ 


* Since My. oS slate this, he informed me that he had feen 
two cafes of this kind, one in a man, another in a woman; in 
both, the parties fuffered great pain when the inteftine was 
protruded, as it frequently was to the fize of a hen’s egg, but 
by lying in a horizontal pofture, and a gentle preffure being 
made, it receded. E. 


6 Sennertus. 
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Sennertus. Ruyfch alfo gives an account of 
an entire fpleen having pafled the tendon of 
the oblique mufcle, And I have myfelf feen 
the ovaria removed by incifion, after ney had 
been fome months in the groin. 

* The urinary bladder 1s atc liable to be thruft 
forth, from its proper fituation, either throu gh 
the opening in the oblique mufcle, like ie 


inguinal hernia, or under Poupart’s ligament, 


in the fame manner as the femoral. 


‘This is not a very frequent {pecies. of her- 


nia; but does happen, and has as plain and de- 
termined a character as any other, 

It has been mentioned by Bartholin, T. 
Dom. Sala, Platerus, Bonetus, Ruyfch, Petit, 
Mety,: Verdier,.&c. In one of the hiftories 
given by the latter, the urachus, and imper- 


vious umbilical artery on the left fide, were 


drawn through the tendon into the fcrotum, 


with, the Aree in another he found fou 


calculi. | 
Ruyi{ch gives an account of one complicated 


* 


with a mortified bubonocele. Mr. Petit fays 


he felt feveral calculi in one, which were af- 


terwards difcharged through the urethra. 
Rartholin eae of IT. Dom. Sala as the 


firtt difcoverer of the difeafe, and quotes a cafe - 


from 
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from him, in which the patient had all the 
fymptoms of a {tone in his bladder ; the ftone’ 
could never be felt by the found, but was 
found in the bladder (which had es into 
~ the groin) after death. 

As the bladder is only covered in part by 
the peritoneum, and mutt infinuate itfelf be-' 
tween that membrane and the oblique mu/cle, 
in order to pafs the opening in the tendon, it 
is plain that the hernia cyftica can have no 
fac, and that, when complicated with a bubo- 
nocele, that portion of the bladder which 
forms the cyftic hernia muft lie between the 
inteftinal hernia and the {permatic chord, that — 
is, the inteftinal hernia muft be anterior to 
the cyftic. © 

A cyftic hernia may indeed be the caufe of 


an inteftinal one; for when fo much of the’ _ 


bladder has pafled the ring, as to drag in the 
upper and hinder part of it, the peritoneum 
which covers that part mutt follow, and by 
that means a fac be formed for the reception .. 
of a portion of gut or caul. Hence the differ- 
ent fituation be the two herniz in the fame 
fubject. 

While recent, this kind of hernia is bats 
reducible, and may, like the others, be kept 
| ~ within 
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within by a proper bandage; but when it is 
of any date, or has arrived to any confiderable 
fize, the urine cannot be difcharged, without 
lifting up, and compreffi ing the froin the 
outer Teter of the bladder is now become ad- 
herent to the cellular membrane, and the pa- 
tient muft be contented with a fufpenfory. 
bag. 


In cafe of complication with a bubonocele, 


“if the operation becomes neceflary, great care 


muit be taken not to open the bladder inftead 
of the fac, to which it will always be found 
to be pofterior; And it may alfo fometimes 
by the inattentive be miftaken for a hydrocele, 


and by being treated as fuch, may be the’oc- 
.¢afion of great or even fatal mifchief. 


— 


yhe 


~ 


S:E Gall’ AM Ieg | 
ATTEMPTS TOWARD A RADICAL CURE. | 


‘Ix the firlt: feSion oft this treatife I have 
- faid, that. the means ufed’ to obtain both a 


- palliative and a radical cure were exactly the 


fame, and the event was dependent on many 
¢ircumftances, which a furgeon could neither 
direét nor alter; fuch as the age of the patient, 

jeer the 
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the date of the rupture, the thicknefs of the 
hernial fac, the fize of the abdominal open- 
ings, &c. rit 

"They who are unacquainted ict the A 
nature of thigdifeafe may poflibly be furprifed 
at this affertion, and be thereby induced to be- 
lieve, what has in all times been fe confidently 
afferted, viz. that there are methods and 
medicines whereby this difeafe may always be 
perfectly cured; and that the furgeons, either 
through indolence will not get information of 
| di or through obftinacy will not pradtife 
them. If either of thefe charges was true, it 
muft be the latter, for we certainly do know 
what attempts of this kind have been.made;. — 
and if any of thefe means had really deferved 
the chara€ter which has been given of them, 
had been fafely practicable, or Riad proved g ces 
nerally fuccefsful, I fhould certainly have {po- 
ken of them in their proper place: but this is 
fo far from being the cafe, that on: ‘the con- 

trary, however they may have been applauded 
by a few individuals, they have, upon repeated 
experiment, been found unfit for general prac- 
tice, being either totally inefficacious, or pain- 
fully mifchievous. The majority, nay, almoft 
all they who have fubmitted to, or tried them, 
have 
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have remained uncured of their difeafe, or 
have been mutilated or murdered in the 
attempt. . 

Several of thefe methods have indeed the 
fanétion of antiquity, and have been defcribed 
and even practifed by many of the old fur-. 
geons: the principal of thefe, or they which 
are moft worthy of notice, are.the cure by 
cautery ; the cure by cauftic; that by caftration ; 
the punclum aureum - the royal futch; and the 
cure by incifion. 

In Avicenna, Albucafis, Paulus Agineta, 
Fab. ab Aquapendente, Guido de Caliaco, Se- 
verinus, Theodoric, Rolandus, Serjeant Wife- 
man, and others, will be found the cure by 
cautery, which 1s performed as follows: 

After a proper time {pent in fafting and 
purging, the patient muft be put into an ere& 
pofture, and by coughing, or fheezing, is to 
make the inteftine Raat in the groin as 
much as poffible; when the place and circum- 
ference of fuch projection is to be marked out 
with ink. Then the patient being laid on his 
back, the inteftine is to be ate fairly into 
the belly, anda red-hot cautery is to be applied 
according to the extent of the marked line. 
For this purpofe, cauteries of different fizes, 
ny | Bi Meena fhapes, 
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fhapes, and figures, have been devifed; annu- 
lar, elliptical, circular, like the Greek letter 
Gamma, &c. The writers who have given 
an account of this operation, have differed a 


good. deal from each other, not only in the - 


fize and figure of the cautery, but in the. 


depth of its effect. Some have directed it to 
be repeated, fo as to denude the os pubis; 
others direct that the {kin only be deftroyed 
by the iron; the cellular membrane, fac, pe- 
rioftéum, &c. with repeated efcharotic appli- 
cations. But in all of them the exfoliation’ of 
the bone is made a neceffary part of the pro- 
cefs; the efchar-and floughs’ being feparated, 


and the exfoliation caft off the! patient is or-_ 


dered to. obferve an extremoly {trict regimen, 
to lie on his back during the cures and to 
wear a bandage for fome time after, in order 


to prevent anew defcent of the parts, which, 


notwithitanding all the pain, and all the ae 


® Albucafis fays, <* Et Icias quod quando tu nor confequetis 
** os cum cauterio, non confert operatio tua.” Stl eh 
Rolandus orders the cautery to be ufed in the fame manner; 
* fo do Guido, Theodoric, &c. ay : 
Brunus fays, ** Si non fuerit os confecutum, i in prima vice, 
** tunc itera cauterium vice glia donec confequeris ; quia fi non 
** confecutum fherit os, cum ere Paria confert, aga 
46 tha. he 
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gard the patient had undergone, he was ftili 
liable to. | 

The cure by caufiic feems to have fucceeded 
to that by cautery, and is defcribed by moft of 
the fame writers, particularly by Guido, Se- 
verinus, Lanfranc, Parey, Theodoric, Sculte- 
tus, &c. 

The patient being laid on wets back, and the 
parts returned intothe belly, a piece of cauftic 
is to be applied on the fkin, covering the 
opening in the abdominal tendon, fo large as 
to produce a an efchar, about the fize of half a 
crown. 

‘Some fuffer this efchar to feparate, others 
divide it, and then, by the repeated applica- 
tions of efcharotics, deftroy the membrana cel- 
lularis, with ‘as much of the hernial fac as can 
be done without injuring the f{permatic veffels. 
For this purpofe different kinds of corrofive 
applications have been made ufe of: paftes 
loaded with fublimate or arfenic; the ftirpes 
_ brafficee, burnt; the tithymalus ; the lapis in- 
fernalis alone, or with fuet and opium; oil of 
vitriol; with many others, according to the 
humour of the operator. But, though the 
means are fomewhat different from each other, 
the end or intention in the ufe of them all is 

_ the 
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the fame, viz. to remove or deftroy the fkin 
and cellular membrane: covering the tumor, 
together with apart of the hernial fac, and 
by that means to procure fuch an incarnation, 
as by its firmnefs, and its attachment to the 
bone, and parts adjacent, fhall prevent a new 
defcent of either gut or caul, 

The mere rétation of one of thefe methods 
is fufficient to fhock any humane or ingenuous 
man. The horror attending the ufe-of the 
cautery mutt. be great, to fay nothing of the 
extreme uncertainty of the fize or depth of 
the efchar ; the apprehenfion from the cautftic 
will ‘be lefs, indeed, but the pain muft. be 
neatly as great, and of much longer duration.. 

_ The parts to be deftroyed are, as I have juft 
faid, the fkin, the membrana adipofa, part of 
the hernial fac, and the periofteum covering 
the os pubis, and this is to be accomplifhed 
without injuring the fpermatic veflels, or the 
tendon of the abdominal mufcle. 
= If the {permatic veffels are hurt, an inflamed 
or difeafed tefticle will be the confequence ; 
if they are deftroyed, the tefticle will become 
ufelefs. .If the tendon of the oblique muf{cle 
be injured, either by the iron, or by.the cau- 
_ ftic, terrible floughs,.a large ill-conditioned 

ee Vo. I. M ' fore, 
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fore, anda brifk fymptomatic fever mutt be 
expected, which in fome habits muft be pro- 
ductive of confiderable mifchief: and that con- 
fiderable mifchief was often done by thefe 
procefies, may be learned from the. very 
writers who defcribe them’. : 

If the os pubis be laid bare, whether hayse alls 
tery or by cauftic, fome of the before-men- 


2 Guido {peaking of the cure by cauftic fays, «In quo fumme 
** cavendum eft, qnod dominus fit de corrofivo; fi enim indoéte 
* applicatur, febrim commovet,. & accidentia mala.”? ‘That 
great pain, defluxion on the hemorrhoidal veffels, and inflam- 
mation and fwelling of the fcrotum, were often the confequence’ 
of thefe attempts, may be learned from the fame author, who, 
fpeaking of the method of applying the cauftic, fays, * Et ita 
* continue fiat quoufque caro miracis tota fit corrupta, ufque 
"ad Didyns quod cognofcitur per inflationem burfe, & 
‘« tefticnlorum.’’ And that the cauftic has gone deep enough, 
he gives the following proof: « Quod cognofcetur per majorem 
‘< tumorem tefticuli & per majorem dolorem dorfi & partium pofte- 
« riorum.”’ Brunus fays, ‘¢ Et cave fumma diligentia, ne in hora 
‘¢ cauterizationis exeat inteftinum, et comburatur.” Lanfranc, 
{peaking of the ill effcé&t of the cauftic in fomehabits, fays, «* Et 
“¢ fic multi fpafmantur, & fpafmati fubito moriuntur.”’ Fab. ab> 
Aquapendente fayss ‘© Que tamen chirurgie uti videtis, diffi - 
*€ ciles admodum funt, & inter fubtiliffimas haberi poffunt; quo fit 
‘ut plerique patientes affectus perpetuo geftare quam his-chi- 
<¢ rurgis fubmittere fe vellent.”?, And in another place, «* Qua 
_ *©porro chirurgiz vehementem dolorem afferunt, & fatis diffici- 
s¢ Jes funt.”” In fhort, whoever will take the trouble of reading 
the old writers on this fibje€t will, even from their own account, 
be fatisfied, both of the pain, hazard, and inefficacy of ‘all thefe 
methods. ; 
tioned | 
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toned, hazards muft be del evant if it bé not; 
the intention will in general be ‘fruftrated; 
thatis; the inteftine will flip down behind 
the {car, and put the patient undet the fame 
neceflity of wearing a bandage, as he Jay un 
der before he fubmitted to fo painful and (a) 
hazardous an experiment. 

If the prefervation of life was thé object of 
thefé means, forething niight be faid in their 
vindication; the anceps rémedium mutt for 
evet be preferable td defperation: bit that is 
hot the cafe; they ate recommended to ‘be 
put in practice, when the patient’s life is in 
no kind of danger, and are defigned merely to 
fave him the trouble of wearing’a trufs, which 
purpofe they can feldom anfwer; for it is well 
known, that after the tle of the cautery, 
cauftic, and evefy method, either propofed 
for a radical cure, or ufed to refcue a ruptured 
patient from death, that the inteftine will flip 
down behind the the cicatrix, and forma new 
bubonocele, Which can only be kept up by a 
proper bandage. 

The three Ether means made ufe of i the 
ancients toward obtaining’ a radical. cure, 
were the punélum aureuin, the royal fitch, 

and cafiration. : 
M 2 The 
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The pundium aureum was performed as 
follows. The inteftines being emptied by 
purging, vand the hernia reduced, ‘an incifior 
was made through the fkin and membrana 
adipofa, down to the {permatic procefs. ‘This 
incifion was to be of fuch length, as to permit 
the operator, either with his finger or with 
a hook, to take up the faid procefs, and to 
pafs a golden wire under it; which wire was 
to be twifted in fuch a manner as to prevent 
the inteftine from flipping down again into 
the hernial fac, but not fo tight as to inter- 
cept or obftruct the memati of the blood 
to the tefticle. Some operators preferred a 
leaden wire to a golden one, and others a 
filken ligature. 

It may poflibly feem rather uncivil to fay, 7 
that ‘both this and the fucceeding ‘operation. 
were directed and praétifed by par who 
were very little acquainted with the true na- 
ture and ftructure of the parts they operated 
upon, or indeed of the difeafe for which they . 
prefcribed fuch operation; but had not that 
been the cafe, they never could have propofed 
_ fo fallacious and uncertain a method of treat- 
.ing it; for if the wire, or. whatever was 
pafled round the procefs, did not bind pretty 

“tight, 
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tight, it would not prevent a defcent of the 
gut, and the whole operation, though painful 
and irkfome, muft become ‘abfolutely ufelefs ; 
if it did bind tight, it muft neceflarily retard 
and obftruct the circulation “of the blood 
through the fpermatic veffels, and produce:a 
difeafe of them, and of the tefticle”. | 
~The royal fitch was’ performed in ‘this 
manner: the inteftines being emptied, and 
thé portion which had: defcended: being: re 
placed, an incifion was made in fuch manner 
as to lay bare the {permatic: chord, about :two 
inches. in’ length’ from the ‘abdominal opening 
downwards When. the procefs' was. freed 
from? the cellular membrane, ‘it was to be 
held ‘up’ by ‘an affiftant, while the furgeon 
with ‘a needle and. ligature ‘madea 4 chin hod 
‘fature, from the lower’ part’ of the incifion to 
the upper, in ‘fuch> manner as to’ unite’ the 
divided lips of the wound again, comprehend- 
ing the cellular membrane, ‘and thereby ‘en- 
deavouring to ftraiten the paflage, as they — 
called’ it, from the'belly into the {crotum, 
without ss ati the gayest triela ty : 
hd 7. 
'v Wacerer aaa Babi the marieulat rac Phat af executin he 
this operation, may find them in Guido, Pa mK ranco, Jo 
_tetus, Smaltzius, Permannus,, Nuck,, OV ydaatdhe Gay 
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The operation is defcribed by many: of the 
éld writers®, with fome {mall variation. from 
each other, both in the manner, and in the 
inftruménts; but all tending to the fame end, 
and all proving that their idea of the difeafe, 
and of the parts affected bys it, Were erroneous 
and imperfect. i eSpits 

The fatigue to the See mut be greater 
in this than in the preceding operations, beth 
on. account! of the Jarge incifion, and af Mis 
future, 

“In fome habits either a them sant bk very 
li and in the majority of cafes,..pam- 
ful, troublefome, and.tedions ;/ which cirewms 
ftances might neverthelefs..be fubmutted te; 
-7f the cure’ was certain, the contrary to which 
- did moft frequently happen, even by the con- 
feffion of the very writers who propofe and 
defcribe thefe methods, and who yniyerfally 
order the long wearing a trufs after fuch oper 
ations have been faleanietad te. 39 ec 

Some, whe thought. that the Ritch, added } 
unneceflarily to the pain, have diregted the 
incifion to be made in the fame manner as for 
the future ; but, inftead of fewing the lips 


~ © Paulus, Albucafis, Fab. ab Aquapendente, Guido, Rolan- 
dys, Parey, Serjeant Wifeman, &. &¢. &c. Ge ue, 
together, 
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together, have advifed that the common 
membrane be diffe€ted out pretty clean, and 
the‘fore digefted and incarned. This is fo 
like to the operation for the incarcerated bu- 
bonocele, both in the manner of making the 
incifion, and in its confequence, as tending 
toward a radical cure, that it may be looked 
upon as really the fame thing; and how very 
fallacious and uncertain that operation proves 
toward an{wering this end is too well known. | 

Both thefe, the royal fitch and the pundéium 
aureum, proved often deftructive to the tefti- 
cle, even in the moft judicious hands, ‘and 
when it got into thote of ignorant pretenders, 
it proved moft frequently fo; for not know- 
ing how to perform properly what they had 
ontebad cere. and finding it much more eafy, 
after the incifion was ee to flip out the 
tefticle, they moft commonly did fo. 
 "Thefe are the “principal methods propofed 

or practifed by our forefathers for a radical 
cure of a rupture; among the writers indeed 
will be found fomé merle variations ftom 
each other in the execution ie them, but the 
intention and aim is the fame in all, viz. to 
prevent a new defcent of either gut or caul, 

Py producing an union of the parts,-through 
| M 4 | hill 
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which. they either. did or: were fappofed to 
pafs. . According to the degree of anatomical 
knowledge, and humanity of the propofer, 
they; will be found.to be more or le{s,rational 
and gentle; but are all of them. painful, ha- 
zardous, and, moft frequently, fallacious, and 
have therefore, been totally difufed by all mo- 
dern practitioners, who..have either know- 
ledge, compaffion, or honetfty. + ina 
No difeafe has ever furnithed fuch a,con- 
{tant fuccefflion of quacks -as, ruptures have ; 
they who have had fome, {mattering of, ana> 
tomy or.furgery, and whofe: aed er has 
not been their prevailing quality, have adopted 
one of the preceding operations, or fomething 
like them; while they who have had: nih 
knowledge, and more timidity, have had: re- 
courfe to the more fneaking knavery of fpe- 
cific applications, Bing 
The hiftories of) prior Cabriore, Rneaen 
Sir Thomas Renton, Dr. Little John,, &e. 
&c. &c. to be found in Dionis, Houtton, and 
other writers, willfurnith to the readerjan 
idea of the practice and performances of fome 
of thofe who ftood at the head of thofe bold | 
promifers ; and our prefent newfpapers. daily, 
fupply, ys with a number of the. defer dealers 
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in. {pecific medicines, and new-invented ban- 
dages, by which the poor and credulous are 
gulled out of) what little | ‘money they -can 
pie _ Operative quackery 1s, not indeed. fo 
frequent, or fo! readily fyubmitted to; but I 
‘with I. could not fay that more than one life 
has not beendeftroyed:in our own time; by 
attempts to form and /{upport the,character of 
an operator in this difeafe: to this kind of 
hazard indeed the poor are luckily not fo li- 
able, as it can only be worth the while of 
thefe rupture-doctors to murder thofe who 
have beforehand been fimple enough to pay 
them well for it. 

This\is a fubjec&t in which mankind are 
much interefted, and on which a good deal 
might be faid; but as an honeft attempt to 
fave the afflicted ftom the hands of thofe who 
have no character to lofe, and whofe only - 
point is money, might, from one of the pro- 
feffion, be mifconftrued into malevolence and 
craft, I will not enter into it, but fhall con- 
clude by withing, that they who have capa- 
city to judge of thefe matters, (which are as 
_ much the objects of common fenfe, as any 
other kind of knowledge) would not fuffer 
themfelves to be deluded by the impudent 

affertions 
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affertions of any Charlatan whatever, but de- 
termine in this, as they do in many: other 
things, that is, by the event. In fhort, if 
they who have fo much credulity, as to be 
inclined to believe, and truft thefe lying im-+ 
poftors, would only defer the payment: of 
them till they had completed their promifes, 
the — would cae be at an end. 
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ns. SECOND EDITION. 


a 2 following tract, as the title exprefles, is defigned.as __ 
a fupplement to one publifhed a few years ago; one of the 
objections to which was, that it was defective in matter, and 
ought to have comprehended the falfe herniz; they being as 
real difeafes, and requiring sada affiftance as much as 
the true. 

This deficiency I have now endeavoured to fupply i in the 
beft manner I am able. 

When I began to put thefe papers in order, I did not 
think they would have run to fuch a length; and when they 
were finifhed, I did not know how to fhorten them without 
rendering them lefs explicit. 

I am perfectly fenfible that fome parts of them will ape 
pear prolix and diffufe, and that fuc h~manner of writing is 
in general very juftly objected to; but yet cannot help 
thinking that fametimes it may be ic at or even ne-— 
ceflary. : 

When application is made to the judoment merely, and 
information is intended to be conveyed to many people of 
different capacities, it may become neceflary to fet the fame 
object in feveral different lights; and to repeat the fame 
thoughts many times in different words: to thofe who have 
not been much converfant with the thing treated of, a ftu- 
died brevity would become a perplexing obfcurity ; however 

iy, | fatisfied 


176 PREFACE. 
fatisfied fuch readers might be with the ftyle of the writer, 
they would not be made fufficiently acquainted with the fub- 
ject ; they might be pleafed, but they would not be informed. 
I fhould indeed be very forry to have conveyed my mean= 
in fuch manner as to difguit the judicious ; but as my princi- 
pal intention was to inftruct the unknowing, my chief aim 
has been perfpicuity. If the learned and critical are not 
difpleafed, I fhall be glad; if the ignorant gain any know- 
ledge, I fhall be much more fo. The character of an ele- 
gant writer I make no pretenfion to; that. of a fkilful fur- 
geon, and of a man who has done fome good in the way of 
his profeffion, I fhould be extremely glad to deferve. 
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With regard to this fecond edition, all 1 have to fay, is, 
that it has coft.me fome time and trouble; that it contains 
many additions to the former; and, that’ I hope the reader 
will find it, not only a more correct, but a more inftructive 
book. ) 
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‘Tue various difeates comprehended under 
the general term Hernra, have, by furgeons, 
been divided into two clafles; one of which 
they have diftinguifhed by the epithet srue, 
the other they have called fad/e, or /purious. 
Under the firft, they have ranged all thofe 
tumors, which ate produced, either by the 
defcent, ot protrufion, of fome of thofe parts 
which fhould naturally be contained within 
the cavity of the abdomen’; but which, by 
being difplaced from their proper fituation, 
form {wellings in the ‘navel, groin, belly, 
{crotum, and thigh. ay 
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By the fecond, they mean all fuch difeafes 
of the tefticles, their coats, and veffels, as 
proceed from, or are accompanied by, the in- 
duration, enlargement, or other morbid af- 
fection of fuch parts or occafion the lodg- 
ment, or accumulation, 58 extravafated flied 
within them. | 

So that what are generally called #rue a ee 
wig are tumors, occafioned by the removal of 
certain parts from their proper and natural 
fituation, fuch parts ftill remaining, in gene- 
ral, found, and free from difeafe;_ while thofe 
termed fa//e, are original diforders of the parts 
themfelves, in which they are feated: a dif= 
tinGtion, which is invariably true, and very 
neceffary to be attended to, by all who would 
underftand the real nature of each. A part 
of the inteftinal canal, or of the omentum, the 
ftomach, uterus, or bladder, are what moft 
frequently make the contents of the former ; 
a varicous diftention of the fpermatic veffels, 
extravafated blood or water, within the mem- 
branes either of the tefticle or of the {per- 
matic veflels, an inflammatory enlargement, 
and a fcirrhous or cancerous {tate of A teftis 
itfelf, conftitutes the latter. ey Se 

_ The true hernia receive their diftinguith- | 

ing 
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ing appellations, either from the particular 
part ‘of the body in which the {welling makes 
ats appearance, or from’ what. is contained 
within fuch tumor: and are therefore called 
inguinal, fcrotal, umbilical, and ventral; or in- 
teftinal and omental ruptures. The fpurious . 
derive their names either from their fuppofed 
contents, as the pueumatocele, hamatocele,.and 
bydrocele; or from the alteration made by the 
difeafe in the natural ftructure of the parts 
concerned, as the varicocele, cirfocele, and 
farcocele: to which fome have added that in- 
flammatory defluxion on the tefticle, com- 
monly called hernia humoralis. 

The pueumatocele is a miftake; there is no 
tumor of this kind, and in this fituation, ina 
living animal: it is indeed particularly de- 
{cribed by many writers, both ancient and 
modern, and faid to be a diforder to which 
infants are particularly liable: but the com- 
plaint fo defcribed, and which nurfes and ig- 
norant people, do ftill call a wind-rupture, is 
not what they take it for; neither is it pro- 
duced by wind; it is, either a true teffinal 
hernia; or a fpecies of hydrocele : which will 
be taken notice of hereafter. The varvcocele 
(which is an enlargement and diftention of — 

“Vor. II. N ai the 
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the blood-veffels of the fcrotum) is very fel- 
dom an original difeafe, independent of any 
other; and when it is, is ocbmed an object of 
furgery. 

The hacbonales: or varicous Pine of the fia 
matic vem, though it be really a difeafe, and 
fometimes very troublefome to thofe who are 
afflicted with it, yet is feldom capable of 
much relief, beyond that of a heat | 


bandage. 


OF THE HYDROCELE IN GENERAL. 


Tue term Aydrocele, if ufed in a literal 
fenfe, means any tumor produced by water; 
but furgeons have always confined it to thofe. 
which poflefs either the membranes of the 
{crotum, or the coats of the tefticle, and its 
veflels. 

The firft of thefe, wx. that which has its 
feat in the membranes of the {crotum, is com- 
mon_to the whole bag, and to all the cellular. 


“ee 
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tabftance which loofely, envelopes both the. 
teftes. It is, ftrictly {fpeaking, only a fymp- 
tom of a difeafe; in which the whole habit is 
moft frequently more or lefs concerned, and 
very feldom affeéts this part only*. The lat- 
ter, or thofe which occupy the coats immedi- 
dtely inveftine the tefticle and its veffels, are 
abfolutely local; very feldom affect the com- 
fon membrane of the fcrotum, generally at- 
tack one fide only, and are frequently found 
ii perfons who are perfetly free from all 
other complaints: 

Notwithfanding the obvious and material 
difference between the two kinds of difeafe; 
they have by the majority of writers been 
confounded togetker; havé been confidered 
as {pringing froin the fame immediate fource; 
and as requiring the fame kind of treatment ; 
although the one is plainly and evidently a 
mere fymptom, or attenddnt on a general 
diforder ; and the others are ftriétly ne abs 
folutely local complaints. This one funda- 
mental error has been the occafion of many 
others. The Mppoftion that all collegtions 


- 4 Thave pane true anarfarcous watery lhe adic of the cells 
of the dartos confined to one fide of the ferotum only. 
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found in the membranes and coats of the fero« 
tum and tefticles are of the fame general kind, 
has produced an infinite variety of wild con- 
jectures, concerning the particular and imme=- 
diate nature and origin of them. By fome 
they have been attributed to a particular in- 
difpofition of the liver, kidneys, or {pleen; by: 
others, to a natural and neceflary connection. 
between the fpermatic veflels and thofe of the 
kidney; by many the fluid has been thought. 
to be of the urinary kind, or at leaft that it 
ought to have paffed through the kidney, but 
that, miftaking its right way, it gets into- the 
membranes of the i{crotum and. tefticles>; 
while 
> « Supervenit quandoque ex caufa aliqua externa et mani< 
“* fefta, ut idtu, cafu, &c. Crebro vero, ex latente, & non ma- 
“ nifefta. Que ab externa caufa acceflit, aut dextrum, aut fi- 
** niftrum renem indifferenter affligit; a latente vero, & non 
«© manifefta caufa originem ducens, sia alium quam fini- 
* ftram. *? Schenkius, Obf. . 
, & Rene, hec malo affecto, nee officio fuo stoke Savi 
“ urine pars quam emulgens hac ad fe pertraxit, cum ad vefi- 
<*-cam per male affectum renem non poteft defcendere, per fe- 
“¢ minalem in Bateses delabitur; hoe modo hydrocelent 
‘© ingenerans.’ 
_ «© Hine apparet et abunde manifeftum eft, quamobrem hy- 
* drocele haud ab externa, fed a latente originem ducens, nom 
© niff in finiftram is aig incidat; & hujus teftem affligat.” 


-Schenkiis. 
s¢ Hernia 


a 
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while others have. affirmed, that all com- 
plaints of this kind are really fymptoms of a 
dropfical habit: that the fluid comes from the 
cavity of the belly, and either paffes through 
the peritoneum, or extends that Seabee 
down into the fcrotum‘’. Many cautions have 
been laid down again{t attempting the cure of 
one fpecies of this difeafe haftily, or without a. 
previous courfe of medicine, upon a- fuppofi- 
tion that the defluxion is of a noxious nature; 
and that, by falling on this part, it frees the 
conftitution from feat other diftempers* be; 


*€ Hernia aquofa, fi a caufainterna et latente originem ducit, 
** ut plurimum finiftram partem fcroti occupat; ferofufque ille 
‘*¢ humor, in membrana teftem involvente, erythroiden dicta, 
“ colligitur; idque fit precipue, rene finiftro male affe@o; qua- 
*€ propter ferofos humores non attrahens, & ad veficam non mit- 
** tens, per venam feminariam, quz in ifto latere, ex emulgente 
“© procedit, in membrana erythroiden delabitur.”’ , 
| Gul, Fab. Hildanus, | 
_ Ne ferofus Wiis qui a rene attrahi non poteft in abdo- 
€* mine retineatur.” Hildanus. a 

«© Si hernia fiat ex humoribus venientjbys a pad ad tef- 
fs ticulum, cognofcitur taétu.” Lanfranc, 

©<« Colligitur liquor in hypochondriis, qui facile defcendit.”” 

Fab. ab Aquapend. | 

Ld Sue be defeendit aqua illuc ficut defcendit in hydropi- 
“ at Lanfranc. 

“« Szpe ego vidi multos per hernias liberatos efle a gravi- 
we vi affectibus; ab empyemate, hydrope pulmonis, &c. unde 
<< fi penitus fanetur, poterit multos morbos poftea inferre.”* 

Fallop ius. 
N 3 It 
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It has been defcribed, as frequently producing 
a corrupted or otherwife difeafed tefticless as 
being nearly allied in nature to thofe tumors 
which are called encyfted, whofe tunics aré 
formed out of the common membrane by mere 
preffure; and as being generally accompanied 
with a true hernia, or defcent of the inteftine 
or omentum; which laft (fuppofed) circum- 
ftance has been gravely urged as a reafon for 
not attempting a radical cure’, The fame 

wanton 


¢ « Teftis autem fubftantia, ab acrimonia hubs fucceflu 
¢* temporis corrumpitur.”? Schenkius. ; 

s* Sciendum eft, quod in hernia illa, in qua continetur aqua 
«* in vagina teftis, & quz aliquantifper fit diuturna, corruptus 
** eftteftis.” Fallopius. 

<¢ Ubi paulo diutius humor ifte intus relinquitur, metuendum 
** eft ne tefticulus fenfim, cum eodem corrumpatur, vel occa- 
“© lefcat, atque ita fcirrhim, vel farcocelen, vel cancrum tandem 
‘* fentiat.” Heifter. 5 
« Ne {cilicet colleéum in {croto ferum per acredinem pau- 
latim contractam partes, internas, & cum primis tefticulum, 
corrumpat; & noxam magis periculofam efficiet.” Heifter. 
*¢ Notandum vero aquam in fcroto non effe diu relinquen- 
dam ne a mora teftis corrumpatur; vel una cum aqua adve- 


** niat hernia carnola & & caro concrefcat.”’ Rn 


Fab. ab Aquapendente. . 
* The opinion of the late Mr. Chefelden on this fubjec& is fo 
fingular, and fo little confonant to truth, or nature, that I thall 
take the liberty to repeat his words, left his great charaéter 
‘hould miflead the unwary. In the laft edition of his anatomy, 
>. 264, ie fays, “* The true hernia ben At 1 is from the abdo- 
“ MEN, | 
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anton liberty has been taken, in affigning 
ifferent feats to thefe diforders, as in account- 
ing for their origin: every part which invetts, 
er accompanies, the {permatic veflels, or the 
tefticles, not only the tunica communis of 
the procefs, and the cavity of the tunica vagi- 
nalis (the true and real feats of one or other 
of thefe diforders) have been enumerated, but 
feveral imaginary ones have been added; firm, 
eompact membranes have been fplit into la- 
mella; and cy{ts and coats have been devifed, 
which never had a real exiltence. 

If all this was matter of mere {peculation, 
and produced no mifchief in practice, it would 
be of no importance; but, in matters of phy- 
fic and furgery, this feldom or nev er happens: 
erroneous ideas of the nature, ori gin, and feats of 


“* men, wates either extends the peritoneum into the eeu, 
‘© or breaks it; and then forms ; a new membrane, which thick- 
“ ens as it extends, as in auearibes and the atheromatous tu- 
«¢ mors: the dropfy in the cyft (for fuch it properly is) rarely 
*€ admits of more than a palliative cure by puncture, or tapping, 
“ like the dropfy of the abdomen; and this with fome difficulty, 
** becaufe the omentum generally, and fometimes the gut, de- 
** fcends with it.” Which is fo far from being the cafe, that 
unlefs in the particular and very fingular inftance of a combin- 
ation of an hydrocele, with a congenial hernia, 1 it never Can hap- 
pen; the bags or facs of an hydrocele, and of a hernia, being i in 
‘all other inftances totally different ; and the former neyer having 
any communication with the belly. 


N 4 difeafes, 
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difeafes, moft commonly are followed by ime 
proper methods of treating them. In the 
prefent cafe, the abfurdity of the conjectures 
concerning thefe circumftances in the difor- 
der, is fully equalled by the methods of cure 
which have been propofed and pra¢tifed. 
Upon a fuppofition, that the extravafation 
of fluid was the confequence of a dropfical 
habit, firong purges and powerfully diuretic 


medicines have been prefcribed ; actual caute= — 


ties have been ufed; and ligatures and inci= 
fions made, both on the miele vefiels and 
in the groin, to hinder the defcent of the wa- 
ter from the cavity of the belly“; -aftringent 


Bh __ liquors 
d «« Et cum totam evacuaveris aquam, cauteriza locum quem 
aperuifti; & fac duo cauteria punctualia i in inguina, ex utra- 
que parte unum, fupra didymum ; quod fi non cauterizes, aqua 
iterum redit. Sed cauteria redire materiam iterum, non pers 
mittunt,” Lanfranc. 4 
¢ Et iterum redit nifi cauterizetur noH perforationem.” ; 
Brunus. 
« Tn apertione duplex eft intentio, fcilicet aperire & prohi- 
“«« bere ne rurfus aqua defcendat,” Fab. ab Aquapend, _ 
** Avicennas utitur ferramentis candentibus in regione ingui- 
** nis ut corrugatur pars, ne aqua poffet. defcendere.””. Bh, 
ode _ Fab. ab Aquapend. 
«* Sin autem in rene vitium non fuerit, & defluxum plane’ im- 
‘¢ pedire volueris, incifionem, fuperiore parte fcroti prope in- 
es guina, feri pxpedit 3 quandoquidem duplex chirurgo eft {co- 
; “ : | bs puss ° 
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: liquors and ardent {pirits have been injeéted, 4 
with a view to clofing or foldering broken 
lymphatics; ° ‘tedious and painful operations 
have been practifed, for. the eradication of 
imaginary cyfts; directions have been given to. 
evacuate the water at different times, Tet the 
patient’s ftrength fhould fail, or his health 
fuffer, by its being done too fyddenly ; and 
the tefticles being “fuppofed to be frequently 
fpoiled, by long laying in the water, caftra- 
tion has often ‘been nS Sle i, in the fimple . 
hydrocele. ' 

Dr. Monro’ (the father) who. is Norton 
of anatomy | at ‘Edinburgh, and Mr. Samuel 
Sharp, late furgeon to Guy’ s hofpital, are 
almoft the only writers, who have fenfibly 
and rationally explained the true nature and 
theory of thefe difeafes: to them the profeffion 
is greatly obliged, for having thrown much 
| light on the (abject; and for havin’ farnithed 
thei: readers with more juft tice than any 
others, , Toe 7 


“ puss prior. -evacuare Proton humorem, pofterior Pr | 
“* ne de novo aqua in fcrotum defluat.”’ 7" 
‘« Et quia tota aqua in tunica illa, (nempe vaginali) contin 
- batur, i ita ut tefticulus ei innataret, ne in pofterum denuo de. 

«* fcenderet aq Wa acu incurvato ac filo reduplicato univerfam 
« hance tunicam (preter vafa feminalia) apprehendi & mediocri ‘a 
¥ ter conftrinal, atque ligavi.” Fab. Hildanus. 
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Tue fpermatic veflels, like moft of the 
contents of the abdomen, lie behind the peri- 
toneum, enveloped in the common tela cellu- 
Jofa, or what ufed to be called the cellular 
appendix of the peritoneum. ‘The arteries, 
which are two, arife from the trunk of the 
aorta, in the midway between the emulgent, 
and lower mefenteric. At their origin they 
are very {mall, and, contrary to all the other 
arteries of the body, they feem rather to in- 
creafe in diameter as they defcend. In their 
paflage downward, they impart {everal 
branches to the cellular membrane which 
“invefts them; and before they artive at the 
tefticles, they are divided into four or five 
principal ones; one of thefe goes to the: : epi- 
didymis, the others to the ceftis the latter 


having pafled the tunica albuginea, and being im 


_ convoluted in a mott wonderful manner, 
compofes the greateft part of the body of that 
gland: from thefe convolutions’ of the fper- ; 
matic artery, the femen is fecreted: which 
fluid is, after iiigh fecretion, immediately re- 

. ceived 
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ceived by thofe particular veffels, which late 
anatomifts have agreed to call the vafa effe- 
rentia. Thefe vary in their number, 1n dif+ 
ferent fubjects, being. from ten to fifteen, 
more or lefs: when collected together they. 
form the globus major, or larger extremity of 
that body, which, from its fituation, is called 
epididymis ; after this, they unite into one 
fingle tube, which being convoluted and con- 
torted, in the moft miraculous manner, con- 
ftitutes the reft of that fame body: fo that the 
“*whole of the epididymis, except that imme- 
diate point which is formed by the concur- 
rence of the vafa efferentia, does really confit 
of one fingle tube, whofe diameter is faid, in 
no part, to exceed the eightieth of an inch, 
but which is contorted fome thoufands of 
times; and if unravelled, and drawn out, is- 
fome yards in-length. From the leffer ex- 
‘tremity of the epididymis proceeds the vas. 


deferens, or that tube through which the fe- |\~ 


men is conveyed from the tettis toward the. 
penis; or, in other words, when this wonder- 
‘ful tube ceafes to be convoluted, and puts on 
the appearance of one fingle, {mooth veffel, it 
is then called vas deferens. This arifes from 
the leffer end of the epididymis, enveloped in 
| fhe fame common tela cellulofa, in which the: 
i 4 {permatic 
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{permatic artery and vein are invefted; and 
when it has got juft above the edge of the os 
pubis, it feparates from the faid veflels, and 
paffing down behind the peritoneum, pro- 
ceeds to the inferior part of the neck of the 
bladder, where it depofits the femen, in the 
receptacles appainted for that purpote, called 
the veficula feminales, 

The blood, after the feminal fecretion is 
performed, returns back into the general 
mafs, by the {permatic vein; which on the 
right fide empties itfelf into the yena cava, 
aad on the left into the emulgent. 

While the {permatic veffels are within the 
cavity of the belly, the cellular membrane, in 
which they are enveloped, is much more lax 
and tender, and is endued with larger cells, 
than it is on the outfide of the aie cavity. 
As they go under the tranfverfalis, and obli- 
quus internus mufcle, and through the obli- 
quus externus, they receive a confiderable ad- 
dition of cellular membrane from the adjacent 
parts ; and, when they have paffed through the 
tendinous aperture of the laft named mufcle, 
they, tog ether with their cellular tunic’, : 
ee are 
_ * The paffage of the fpermatic veflelstunder two of the muf- 


cles, and through the third, is a circumftance of much import- 
ances — 


| 
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are covered by, and enveloped in, that expan-" 
‘fion of mufcular fibres, called the crematter. ” 


The membrane furrounding all that part of 


the {permatic veffels, which is on the outfide . 


of the abdomen, is called the tunica commu- 
nis, or tunica vaginalis of the chord; and is 
(as has already been faid) merely cellular ; 
totally void of all other cavity than its cells; 
firmly adherent to the furface of the {aid 


ance, and what every practitioner ought to be well. acquainted 
with. 


The common doétrine is, that in each of the ‘hia mufcles . 


and in the, tranfverfalis is a tendinous aperture, for the tranfit 
of the fpermatic chord; and thefe fuppofed openings are called 
the rizgs. This is a mifiake, which even. fome very modern 
writers inanatomy have falleninto: and left their words fhould 
not convey an idea fufficiently erroneous, fome of them have 
given us drawings of all thefe openings in regular gradations, 
above and behind each other. Nothing can be more falfe than 
fuch reprefentation: the fpermatic veffels do never pafs through, 
but always uzder the tranfverfalis and obliquus internus, at fuch 
diftance as never to be affected by their action, or to fuffer any 
firifture or ftrangulation from them. On the contrary, the 
fpermatic chord always paffes through an opening made for 


that purpofe in the tendon of the obliquus externus; the action’ 
of which it is liable to be affected by ; and when it is accom4* 
panied by a portion of inteftine (as in the cafe ofan hernia) it’ 


is this tendinous aperture which produces the ftricture, the 
fymptoms, and the hazard. A circumftance of great confe- 
quence for every man to know, who may ever be called upon to 
operate on a ftrangulated hernia. 


7 veflels, 
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eels: 3 in 1 every part ; and plentifully furs 
nifhed with lymphatics. 

It is of very great importance to havea jut 
idea of the {tructure of this part of the fume! 
culus {permaticus; the old term. tunica va- 
ginalis, conveyed a very falfe one: it im- 
plied, that the veflels were contained within 
it, as in a fheath; and that, if the faid veffels 
were not there, this coat would form an 
empty bag, confifting of one cavity only 3 
than which nothing can be more untrue>.. 

This is one. great fource, from wheace’ 
many of the errors, which have been conte 
mitted in the defcription of fuch difeafes; as 
have (or are fuppofed to have) their feat mm 
this part, have fprung; and therefore I take. 


5? 
the liberty of Repealing, that this tunie has 


_b Even M. de la Faye; whofe notés ori Dionis have veiiceed 
the works of the latter more ufeful; has fallen into the common 
miftake with regard to this tunic, by fappofing both it and» 
the vaginalis to be formed out of the fame membrane; ahd al- 
lotting a cavity or bag tothe former. <* II faut remharquer; 
“* que la tunique vaginale, et la gaine du cordon {permatique 
** font une continuation du tiflue celluleux du peritoine, qui’ 
«* s’allonge pour enveloper le tefticule; a l’endroit, ou cette 
“* continuation s’elargit, la nature a fotmé une ¢cloifoh qui em- 
*« peche la communication qui f¢ trouveroit entre l’interieur 
“« de la gaine du cordon de oneinri et celui de la tunique 
yy vaginale.” Dz ra Fare. 


ha 
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no one particular cavity, but is a mere cellu» 
lar membrane throughout its whole extent ; 
and that it terminates, in a great meafure, 
juft above the epididymis, though a continu- 
ation of it may be traced on the eae of 
the tunica vaginalis teftis. a 

The coats of the tefticle are two only; 
viz. the tunica vaginalis, or that bag which 
loofely invefts it, without any adhefion to it, 
except in one particular part; and the tunica 
albuginea, or that membrane, which is the 
immediate and proper covering of its vafcular 
ftructure. A true and clear idea of thefe is 
abfolutely neceflary to the right underftand- 
ing the difeafes to which this gland is fubject. 
In order to obtain fuch idea, the tefticles muft 
be examined, not only in an adult ftate, but 
in the infantine, and in that before birth alfo; 
each of thefe ftates having its peculiarities, — 
and all tending to explain the true nature of 
fuch Waals, as it is frequently fubject to. - 

The tefticles of the human {pecies. are al- 
ways formed within the cavity of the belly, 
and remain there until or very near unto the 

time of birth. While they are within the 
abdomen, they are covered by one coat only; 
which coat firmly adheres to the vafcular 

ftructure 
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ftructure of them, and is evidently derived 
from the peritoneum, in the {ame mannerias 
the outer coat of each.of the vifcera of the faid 
cavity is. Their fituation, during the firft 
months, is higher'than in the latter 3 andias 
the fcetus increafes in fize, they flip gradually 
lower. Within the cavity of the abdomen, 
on éach fide, a little below the teftes, is a 
{mall opening, or orifice, which leads imme+ 
diately into a {mall but firm membranous bag, 
or cyft, whofe upper part, or neck, pafles 
throigh the opening in the tendons in the 
obliqui, externi mufcles; while its lower part 
or facculus, lies on the outfide of the’ faid 
mufeles in the groin, enveloped in the com, 
mon: tela celhulofa,. Thefe orifices are always 
open until-birth ; and, moft frequently, for 
fome while after);: during all which {pace of 
time, the faid facculi have free and-open com- 
munication with the cavity of the belly... 
By means of thefe orifices the tefticles 
pafs from the cavity of the abdomen, through 
the tendinous apertures, into the facculi in the 
| groins; but the time in which: they make 
this tranfit is by no means certain > fometimes; ~ 
it is juft before birth, fometimes juft after, 
fometimes they drop immediately. into the 
~ {crotum, 


a“ 
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{crotum, and fometimes they remain a confi- 
derable time in the groins ; and it now and 
_ then happens, that they never pafs through 
the mufcle at all, but remain for ever yarn 
the belly. Thefe are a kind of lufus nature; 
but in the ordinary courfe, they foon pafs 
from the groins into the {fcrotal bags, the 
communication between the faid bags and the 
belly continuing open fome little time longer. 

When the tefticles are got fairly down into 
the facculi, if the faid facculi be laid open, - it 
will appear that the tefticles are loofely en- 
veloped by them, in fuch a manner as to be 
perfetly free from all cohefion, except in one 
part, where this bag and the proper coat of 
the tefticle (the albuginea) are fo firmly 
united; as to be plainly and demontftrably a 
continuation of one and the fame membrane. 
And while the communication with the belly 
continues free and open, if the facculi be di- 
vided from the bottom upward, it will as evi- 
dently a appear, that the membrane of which 
they are compofed is a continuation, or pro- 
cefsof that part of the peritoneum which 
lines the mutfcles of the abdomen. 

. Some time after birth, the necks of. thefe 
facculi become clofe and impervious; and 
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from that time all communication between 
their cavities and that of the belly ceafes. 
‘The time when this happens is various’ and 
uncertain; I have feen them perfectly clofed 
within a week, and open at the end of two 
months, nor do’ they both neceffarily be- | 
come clofe at the fame time, in Fhe: fame 
fi ubjeét. | 

It fometimes happens, that while thefe paf- 
fages are open, a piece of inteftine infinuates 
ittelf 3 mto one of them, and, preventing” its 
clofing, produces what Haller calls a conge- 
nial Rekha: a difeafe which, though a mo- 
dern difcovery, has always been very fre+ 
quent. It alfo fometimes happens, that the 
fpermatic veflels not being fufficiently clofed, 
one of the tefticles refts in the grom,’ juft 
without the opening in the abdominal ‘muf- 
cle, and by riot becoming ‘pendulous in the 
{crotum, the orifice of the neck of the faccu- . 
lus is not clofed at all; ‘even au no por- 
tion of gut or caul has got ihto it. “1° 
When thefe orifices ‘have. ‘been once \per- | 
fectly clofed, there never is any future’ corti 
munication between the cavities of the faccuti 
and that of the belly ; nor? Can’ any thitig'folid. 
OF fluid (however foal" in fize ‘or quantity) 
ever’, 
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ever, after this period, pafs from the one to 
the other. The upper part, or neck, now 
lofes all appearance of a diftin&t canal, and the 
lowe? part, or fac, loofely invefts the tefticle, 
and its €pididymis, without any adhefion, ex- 
cept in the hinder part. ‘The infide or cavity 
of this fac is conftantly kept moift, by the 
exudation of a fine fluids; which fluid is as 
conftantly abforbed : fo that while thefe parts 
enjoy a found healthy ftate, the fluid is no 
more in quantity, than what juft ferves to 
lubricate and keep moift the furfaces of both — 
membranes, and thereby prevent any unna- 
tural cohefion of them with each other. — 

From thefe premifes the following infer- 
ences, ferving to point out and explain the 
true nature and feat of fome of the difeafes in 
“queftion, may, I think, be deduced. 

‘1. That the facculi, or bags, found in the 
groins, are originally-formed parts. 

_ 2, That they are placed there for the fu- 
ture reception of the tefticles; and that when 
the upper part, or neck, of one of them be- 
comes clofe and impervious, the lower part, 
or facculus, conftitutes and forms ‘what is 
properly called the tunica vaginalis teftis 5 

ae ee which 
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_ which is therefore a true and original procefs 
of the peritoneum. 

3. That of all the parts contained within 
the fcrotum, thefe facculi are the only ones 
which ever naturally communicate was the 
cavity of the belly. 

4. That, after a certain {pace of time, that 
communication ceates. | 

s. That whatever fluid may be fhed/from 
the {permatic veffels, or collected, or. extra- 
vafated, in the cells of the tunica communis, 
or in thofe of the dartos; yet no part of fuch. 
fluid can be derived from, or received into 
the cavity of the tunica vaginalis teftis. | 

6. That a total failure .of the fecretion of 
that fine fluid, which fhould moitten the in- 

fide of the vaginal tunic, and the outfide of 
the albuginea, mutt be followed by an. unna- 
tural cohefion of thefe membranes with each 
other ; and either a partial or total abolition 
of the cavity of the former. 

~. That if more of, this fluid be depofited 

_ than the abforbent veflels can take Up, orif 
the abforbent veflels do not execute their of- 
fice, fuch, fluid muft be accumulated within 
the cavity of the faid tunic; from which there 
being no natural outlet, the confequence 
7 ee ga 
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muft be a gradual diftention and enlargement 
of 1 it. | 

8. That the natural communication be- 
tween the cavity of the tunica vaginalis and 
the belly, not being fhut until fome {pace of 
time after birth, it may become clofe at its 
upper part, while there is a quantity of fluid 
in the lower, too large for the abforbent vef- 
fels to take up EEE. ; and confequently, 
that fuch infant will, until that office be exe- 
cuted, labour under a true hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis teftis; a cafe, which is very 
frequent, react generally miftaken for a 
wind-rupture. 

And, 9. That the fluid of that kind of hy- 
drocele, which is formed by the fac of a 
congenial hernia, muft be lodged within the 
cavity of the vaginal coats Se all collece 
tions of ferum, in the facs of all other kinds 
of herniz, mutt neceflarily be perfectly ait 
tindt from the faid tunic, 


ad fhould now proceed to the examination 
of each diftiné& fpecies of hydrocele, but will 
intrude upon my reader’s patience while I 
mention a circumftance or two, relative to 
te pp aaee of the tefticle from the belly into 
O 3 the 
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the ferotum; and which, as a practitioner, he 
may poflibly think worth his attention, . 

I have faid, that the time in or at which 
the tefticles pafs from the belly, through the 
Groin, into the {crotum, is.by no means cer+ 
tain; that it varies in different people; that 
even in the fame perfon, the two teftes do 
not always pafs down at the fame time; that 
fometimes both of them, fometimes one,’ re- 
mains within the belly, or in the groin, for a 


confiderable fpace of time after birth; and 


that it now and then happens, that one or 
‘both of them never get into the . fcrotum 
at all. : 

I do not know any particular i inconvenience 
ar ifing from the detention of a tefticle within 
the cavity of the belly ; but the lodgment of 
it in the groin, not only renders it liable to be 
hurt by’ accidental preffure, &c. but when it 


is fo hurt may be the caufe of i its being mif- 
taken for a different difeafe, and thereby occa- 
fion its being very improperly treated. To 


which confiderations, this may be added, that 
there is no kind of difeafe, to which the teftie 
cle is liable in its natural fituation, but what 


may alfo affect it, in any or all its unnatural : 
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DA A Bek 

Twas fent to in a great. hurry, from the 
neighbourhood of Limehoufe, and defired to 
bring with me, whatever I might want for 
the operation of a bubonocele. I found a 
young, healthy, feafariig man, lying acrofs 
his bed, and complaining ie moft acute ie 
in his groin and back. He told me, that ‘1 
the agate of the day before, being at work 
on board his own veflel, he fell, aa {truck 
his eroin againit a piece of timber, with great 
nies : that it gave him fuch exquifite 
pain, that he pated away; that his groin 
became immediately {wollen to a very conti- 
dérable” degree; that as. foon as he could get 
home, he applied to his apothecary, who bled 
‘him, put him to bed, and poulticed the tu- 
mor j ; that he pafied the night without fleep, 

and i in great agony; that shoei his apothecary 
came to him the next morning, he (the pa- 
tient) informed him of a circumftance, which, 
in his confufion, he had for got the night be- 
fore, viz. that he had long had a rupture on 
that fide, which had never been perfectly. re- 

© OR turned ; 
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turned; that, upon receipt of thisinformation, 
the apothecary had bled him again, and had 
taken fome pains to return the supture: but 
finding that he made no progrefs, and that his 
attempts produced great. increafe of pain, -he 
had defifted, and had given him two glyfters, 
and a purges , neither of which occafionin 
fuch difcharge as he expected, and a kind of 
blacknefs now beginning to appear on. the 
part, he defired itnediatt affiftance.” . By 
the time this accaunt was finifhed, the apo- 
thecary came in, and confirmed it. 
more pain’ was exquifite 5 and while I was 
afking the patient a few queftions, he became 
very Gc, and vomited. The groin and f{cro- 
tum were much fwelled, and very hard ; but 
the general figure and appearance of the iS 
did not appear to me like that of a bubonocele; 
inftead of pointing obliquely from the ilium 
toward the pubes, it lay, as it were, acrofs. 
the groin: the ferotum was full and large; 
but i thought it felt much harder than I had 
ever found a Piece of inteftine do; and with 
regard to the alteration of colour, I cannat fay _ 
it gave me much uneafinefs; for it was not 
at all like the effe& of mortification, but. had 
all’ the appearance of an extravafation, or eC 
: chymotis, 
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chymofis. On the other hand, the man had 
not had a fair {tool for three days; he had 
been very fick, ‘and had vomited; his belly 
was tight, hard, and painful;.and his pulfe 
much too quick. From examination of the 
tumor, I could get very little information ; 
for the pain was fo exquifite, that he could 
not bear the flighteft touch: however, from 
what examination I could make, it appeared 
to me, that if this was an inteftinal hernia, it 
was fuch an one as J had never yet met with; - 
and nothing but the circumftance of his hav-* 
ing worn a trufs formerly, by the direction of 
a furgeon of character, could have induced 
me to have entertained fuch fufpicion. I in- 
quired again concerning this rupture, and was © 
told, that he had worn a trufs for it the firft 
four years of hig infancy, but that it never 
kept the gut totally or perfectly up; and that. 
as he grew bigger, and ran about, he was 
abigel to leave it off, on account of the pain 
it gave him: that fince he had left it off, he 
had not obferved any, or very little alteration 
in the tumor, (none in its fituation, though 
a hittle in its fize;) and that it had never given © 
him any trouble or uneafinefs, if he did not 
handle it, or kept the waiftband of his breeches 
: and 
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and his watch from prefling it. , All this was 
far from being fatisfactory : and as the prefent 
ftate of the parts, was fuch, as was by no 
mveans favourable for an operation, I deter- 
mined, previous to any other attempt, to try 
what.a brifk cathartic would produce. A ftir 
mulating glyfter was immediately thrown up, 
anda ra fea of an.ounce and a half of Glau- 
ber’s falts in two. ounces’ of inf. fenze f{wal- 

lowed, which, in little more;than an, hour, 

produced fo plentiful-a difcharge, that the 
belly became foft and eafy, and we were per- 

fe&ly free from.all.apprehenfions of a ftric- 

ture. Fomentation, poultice, &c. were fre- 

quently applied to the tumor, which in three 
or four days began tofubfide; and in about 

feven or eight the fcrotum was fo unloaded 

as to.permit eafy, and accurate ‘examination; 

by; which means.we were fatished, that it: 

contained no tefticle. Upon mentioning this 

circumftance to. the patient, he faid that he 

Dever had.one,on. that fide... This. declaration 
W as a folution of all difficulties, and of alltthe 

appearances, When all the effects of the 

blow were removed, there appeared in the 

groin, juft-on this fide of the opening in the 
abdominal tendon, . a tetticle of natural fize 
| and 
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and figure; which tefticle, by being much 
bruifed, had caufed all the mifchief, © 


POA HE 1) Pe Fi 


A pooR man came to’ Sti Bartholomew’s 
hofpital, and defired affiftance for a {welling 


in his groin; for which he had, for a month : 


before, been taking Jefuit’s drops and other 
quack medicines, till he had not a farthing 
left. Upon removing an adhefive platter, I 
found a tumor which was large, and painful ; 
but at the fame time fo moveable, as to be 
very unlike any affection of the inguinal 
glands. The account which the man gave’ 
was, that ‘* he had always had a sine in 
that groin, and never any tefticle on that fides 
that when young, he had worn a trufs for it, 
upon a fuppofition of its being a rupture ; that 
when he came to work Sat his living, he 
could no longer bear the uneafinefs aa the 
trufs gave binds and therefore had left. it off 
for years: that fince that time he had never 
perceived any material alteration in the tu-’ 
mor, nor had it ever given him any trouble, 
till he had. got a clap about two months be- 
fore; upon the fudden difappearance of which, 
the 


& 
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the lump i in his groin became sii and pain= 
ful.” | : 


In fhort, the man had got a hernia humo- 


galis of the tefticle in his grom; which, by 


means of proper treatment, bleeding, cata- 


plafm, and reft, he foon got well of, 


Ba Se Be toe 


A MYDDLES -AGED man came to St. Bartho- 
lomew’s, for advice for a tumor in his eroin. » 

He was apparently in good health; the tu- 
mor was of an oval or euiilitee form, indo- 

Tent when not prefied, vidfecdly moveable, lay” 
juft in the groin, and had by more than one 
perfon been miftaken both for bubo and bu- 
bonocele. » When handled or prefied rudely 
in confequence of the latter opinion, 1t was 
painful for fome hours after; and the pains 
(to ufe his own words) “always. {hot up into 
his back. It was on the left fides on which 
fide there was no tefticle in the fcrotum, nor 
had there’ ever been one; but ‘on’ the right. 
fide every thing was ‘as it fhould be. He 
faid that within two “years it had been confi- 
derably enlarged; and that it now was become 
very satel to him. - tt dogo : 
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It appeared very plainly to me that the,tu- 
mor was caufed by the left tefticle; which 
tefticle was in a difeafed ftate, but very fit 
for, and very capable of extirpation. I ad- 
vifed the man to fubmit to the operation, and 
he had complied; but the late Mr. Griffiths 
_ (one of our then affiftants) coming into the 
ward, I defired him to look at the cafe. 
Whether he did not attend to all the circum- 
ftances, or for what other reafon, I know not; 
but he took it into his head, that it was a tu- 
mor of another kind, -that might be removed 
by internal medicine; and difluaded the man 
rom undergoing what I had propofed: upon 
which I eh not take him into the hofpital. 

Some months after, the {welling becoming 
larger and more troublefome, .he applied fo 
St. George’s hofpital... The gentlemen there 
gave at the fame opinion, and the fame ad- 
vice which I had given him; he fubmitted, 
and got a cure, by the removal of a tefticle 
ia hic had never been lower than his groin, 
and which. was now become {cirrhous, 


Se biG ih n8OR IV. 


Tan ee Mr. Hollingworth pica me to 
go with him to fee a patient in the neigh- 
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bourhood of Clerkenwell. It was’a man 
about fifty-five years old, who had a large 
ulcerated cancerous tumor in his right groin, 
with high callous edges; it always difcharged 
a large quantity of a moft offenfive gleet; at 
times it bled profufely, and was always eX~ 
3 tremely painful. 

The patient faid, that when firft it became 
troublefome, he had fhewed it to two emi- 
nent rupture-curers ; one of whom faid, that 
it was a piece of caul, and offered, for twenty 
guineas, to cure him by cutting it out: the 
other, (more modeft, or lefs ‘Habhp only 
fold him two - -bandages for it ; neither of 
which he could ever wear. | 

When Mr. Hollingworth carried me to fee 
it, it had juft been left by a cancef-curer, 
who had applied to it an efcharotic; and 
which, by the patient’s account, a8 well as by © 
the appearance of the fore, had made terrible 
havock. 

During all this time, no one who had feen 
him (and what is ftill more remarkable) not 
even the patient himfelf had remarked, that 
in that fide of the fcrotum he had no tefticle. 

_ The ftate, both of the man and of the fore, 
forbad any chirur gical procefs; and my advice 
to Bi. Mi was to drefs the fore lightly, and have 

recourfe © 
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recourfe to tin&. -thebaic: for ‘eafe : which ad2 
vice he followed, papi: the thort remainder 
of his life. ~~ . | 

When dead we examined him, and found 
that the difeafe confifted in a cancerous tetticle 
lying in the groin; the {permati¢ veffels of © 
which were varicofe, and knotty all the way 
up to the kidney, having here and there a 
bladder of yellow ferum in the cellular mem- 
brane: the lymphatic glands about the verte- 
bre of the loins were difeafed, as was the 
liver; and on the furface of the right kidney 
was a colleétion of offenfive fanies. 


THE ANASARCOUS TUMOR OF THE SCROTUM, 


“Tue ferotum is the common receptatle of 
both the tefticles, and confifts‘of the cuticula, 
cutis, and- what all the anatomitts have now 
agreed to éall ‘the dartos: which is a loofé 
cellular membrane, perfectly void of fat, and 
| whofe cells or cavities communicate with each 
ve i, |  wother, 
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other, with the utmoft freedom through every 
part. ps 
As this membrane has no ‘inithediate ic com= 

munication with the cavity of the abdomen 
within the peritoneum, it is plain, that what- 
ever kind or quantity of fluid may be depo- 
fited 3 in it, it catnot be derived from the faid 
Cavity, ‘even though the patient fhould labour 
under a true ade but as its cells have a 
free intercourfe with thofe of the general cel- 
lular membrane all over the Cae they wilt 
be liable to be affected by all thofe diforders 
which have their feat in that membrane ; that 
_ 48, by all diforders proceeding from a low im- 
poverifhed ftate of blood, from a deficiency of 
the urinary fecretion, or from non-execution 
- of the office of the abforbent veffels; and con< 
fequently, in anafarcous and leucophlegmatic 
habits, will become the feat of a watery ex« 
travafation. 

. This watery {welling of the {crotum, al- 
though it be moft eens a fymptom.of a 
dropfical habit, and very often accompanies 
both the general anafarca, and the particular 
collection within the abdomen, called the af- 4 
cites, yet, even in the lattet cafe, neither is, 
nor can be, derived from the cavity of the 

! belly, 
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belly, but’ is confined to the tela cellulofa, 
which lies on the outfide of the peritoneum : 
the water detived from hence diftends the 
ferotum, in the fame manner, and for the 
fame reafons, that it often does the legs and 
feet. The cells of the dartos being ‘Targer 
and abfolutely void of fat, and the fkin ich 
covers them being extremely dilatable, and 
eiving way for a larger influx into this part 
than into moft others, has indeed occafioned 
its being taken notice of as a particular dif- 
eafe, though it is moft properly a fymptom 
only. 

‘This being the cafe, and the true: heed ie 
of cure donee in an.internal medical pro- 
cefs, it has been, I think, improperly ranked 
‘among the fpecies of hydrocele; though the 
nature of the contents will certainly admit 
the ufe of the word. 

It is indeed a difeafe, which properly be- 
longs to the phyficians; but as it is of fome 
confequence, to be able to diftinguifh it from 
_ other diforders affecting the fame, or the 
neighbouring parts, a as furgeons are often 
called upon to affift in allevieint! fome of the 
inconveniences which this defluxion produces, 
it cannot be amifs in this place, to give'a fhort 

wMér. Il, Bt account 
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account of it; and of the moft proper chiturs 
gical method of attempting its relief. 

It is an equal, foft tumor, poffeffing every 
part of the cellular membrane, in which both 
the tefticles are enveloped, and confequently 
is generally as large on one fide as on the 
other; its leaves the {kin of its natural co~- 
lour; or, to {peak more properly, it does not 
redden or inflame it; if the quantity of water 
be not large, nor the diftention great, the fkin 
preferves fome degree of rugofity; the tumor 
has a doughy kind of feel; eafily receives, 
and for a while retains the impreflion of the 
fingers; the raphe or feam of the fcrotum 
divides the {welling nearly equally; the fper- 
matic procefs is perfectly free, and of its na- 
tural fize;. and the tefticles feem to be in the 
middle of the loaded membrane. ‘This is the 
appearance, when the difeafe is in a moderate 
degree. But if the quantity of extravafated 
ferum be large, or the difeafe farther ad: 
vanced, the fkin, inftead of being wrinkled, 
is {mooth, tenfe, and plainly fhews the lim- 
pid ftate of the fluid underneath: it is cold to 
the touch, does not fo long retain the impref- , 
fion of the finger, and is always accompanied — 
with a fimilar diftention, of the {kin of the — 
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fents ;' the préputium of which is fometimes 
fo enlarged, and fo twifted, and diftorted, as 
to make a very difagreeable . appearance. © 
Thefe are the local fymptoms: to which it 
may be added, that a yellow countenance, a 
lofs of appetite, a deficiency of urinary’ fecre- 
tion, fwelled legs, a hard belly, and mucous 
ftools, are its very frequent companions. 

- The cure of the original difeafe comes, ‘as 
I have already faid, ett the province of 
the phyfician, and requires a courfe of inter- 
nal medicine : but fometimes the loaded fcro- 
tum and penis are fo troublefome to the pa- 
tient, and in fuch danger of mortification, 
that a reduction of their fize becomes abfo- 
lutely neceffary ; and at other times a deriva- 
tion, or difcharge, of the redundant extrava-- 
fated ferum from this part is ordered as an af- 
fiftant 'to the internal regimen. 

The chirurgical means in ufe for this end 
is called in amy, {carification ; (a  tennay: 
- whofe pect fenfe has by no means been 
~ fettled ; by which it has now and then hap- 
pened, that a general order being given, and 
the particular Tubthod of executing it being 
eft to the choice of thofe who as not been 
“ibaa acquainted with this kind of bufi- 

P2 . NER, 
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nefs, much hazard has been incurred, and — 
confiderable mifchiéf done, which might have 
been avoided. | it OF 

The means of making this eran are 
two, viz. puncture and seifon 2 the sdritiete 
is made with the point of a lancet 5 the latter. 
with the fame inftrument, or with a knife. > ~ 

The generality: of writers on this fubjeét 
have fpoken on the two methods im fuch a 
manner, that a praétitioner, who had feen but 
little of either, would be inclined to think, 
that it was a matter of great: indifference, 
which we fhould make ufe of; and that the 
fafety and utility of each were equal: basins 
is by no means the cafe. 

The intention of the ufe of oldies is, by # 
difcharge of extravafated ferum, to alleviate 
the prefent uneafinefs; and, by reducing the 
{ize of the fcrotum,. to render it lefs trouble- 
fome, and lefs likely to mortify. In fome 
_ few inftances it has indeed happened, that this 
drain has proved a radical cure of the original 
difeafe ; but that has been-accidental, andi is 
not in general to be expected. The intention 
is generally palliative ; and, if the’ patient 
— lives, is moft likely to require repetition 4 
therefore, if there be any difference’ between 
eto the 
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wil two methods, . with regard either to ae 
or fafety, there can be no doubt ry nee ought 
to be preferred, | 

. All wounds of membranous vat in Me 
cous or dropfical habits, are neceflarily beth 
painful and hazardous they are apt to inflame, 
are very difficultly brought to fuppuration, 
| and will often prove gangrenous in {pite of all 
endeavours.to the contrary. But the larger 
and deeper the wounds are, the more probable 
are thefe bad confequences. Simple punc- 
tures, with the point of a lancet, are much 
efs liable to be attended by them, than any 
other. kind of wound; they generally leave. 
the fkin eafy, foft, cool, uninflamed, and ina 
flate to admit a repetition of the fame’ oper- 
ation, if neceflary. Incifions create a painful, 
crude, hazardous fore, requiring conftant 
care. Pundctures feldom produce any uneafi- 
nefs at all; and {tand in need of only a fuper- 
ficial pledget, for dreffing, _ : 

Now, although there is fo very tcabenet a 
difference in the fymptoms and trouble attend- 
ing the two methods, yet there is none in 
their effect ; the communication of the cells of 
the dartos with each other is fo free, through 
vite part of it, that pun@ures made with the 
Be! le fine 
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fine point of a bleeding lancet, into the moft 
fuperficial of them, will, as certainly and as 
freely, drain off all the water, as a large inci- 
fion, without any of its. inconveniences or its 
hazard. Neither the one nor the other will 
cure the original difeafe, unlefs by mere acti~ 
dent: they are both made, with a defign to 
cure only the local one. ‘The fame habit and - 
‘conftitution remaining, the fame effe& will in 
-general follow, and the fame relief be again 
neceflary. The eafe, the freedom from bad 
fymptoms, or from danger, and the ftate in 
which the parts are left, render one method 
practicable at all times, and capable of being 
repeated as often.as may be thought neceflary: 
the fatigue, pain, confinement and hazard 
which moit frequently attend the other, make 
one experiment in general.as much as moft 
' people chufe to fubmit to, or indeed haye an 
opportunity of complying with. — 


CRASS eV | 


A MAN about fifty-five years old, who had 
‘lived freely, was afflicted with an anafarcous 
tumor of the belly, legs thighs, ferotum, and 
penis, accompanied with the general fymp- 

: toms 
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toms which moft frequently attend fuch com- 
plaints, viz. proftration of appetite ; little, and 
that hi¢h-coloured urine; a’hard belly; and a 
bloated face. | 

’ He had taken many ewer by the direc- 
tion of a phyfician in the country, and more 
than one quack-remedy fince he had been in 
London, but to no purpofe: the watery load 
_increafed daily, and the {welling of the penis 
and fcrotum became fo troublefome, as to pre- 
vent his wearing breeches. | | 

In thefe circumftances, a perfon who at- 
tended him in the capacities of apothecary and 
furgeon, propofed to draw off the water by an 
incifion on each fide of the fcrotum ; to which 
the patient confented. The incifions were 
made, and in a few hours the {erotum was 
empty and flaccid. 

At the diftance of five days from this oper- 
ation, his furgeon died, and I was defired to 
vifit him. ) | 

I found him in bed, with a seitishitt foul, 
undigefted fore, on each fide of the ferotum; 
which, though it had at firft been emptied 
by the incifion, was now again confiderably 
joaded with ferum, but at the fame time hard 
and inflamed: the edges of the wounds were 
| eee livid, 
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livid, the difcharge from them was avdifcos 
loured gleet; and hit pain was fo great, that 
the man could get no reft; his pulfe was fre 

quent, hard and {mall; his breathing not pers 

fectly free ; his urine little, and high-coloured ; : 

his thirft very troublefome ; his belly hard and 

tight; and having taken an opiate every night 

from the time of 1 the operation, he had not had 

a ftool for three days paft. _ 

I drefled the incifions with a foft digeftive; 4 
ath covering the whole fcrotum with a warm 
poultice, tied it up in a bag trufs; ; directed a 
glyfter to be thrown up immediately, and a 
purge to be taken the next morning : from 
which in the following day he Baa four or 
five ftools, and by iin his refpiration was. 
_ relieved, and his belly rendered fofter. _ 

Next day the inflammatory hardnefs of the 
{erotum {eemed to be going off, but to be fuce 
ceeded by an siya oer ge kind of tume+ 
faétion ; and in four days from that of my firft 
vifit to him, the whole.bag was in a ftate of 
mortification, pobudchisnding the conftant 
ufe of fomentation, ittacleling &c. 

” Having already taken a lar ge quantity of 
medicine of different kinds, it was with much 
difficulty that I could ‘Preval on him to hear 
: ' of 
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of any more: but upon making a true repre. 
{entation to him of the ftate of his cafe, and. 
of his imminent hazard, he confented to take ’ 
the bark, with fome confe¢t. cardiac. and ting, " 
tad, ferpent. every three or four hours. 
/ “,, But putting a tea-{poonful of brandy into. 
each dofe, it kept upon his ftomach. At the 
end of three days, the pain and forenefs were, 
confiderably leffened; and on the fixth he got. 
a little quiet fleep without any opiate: on the 
ninth the mortified. parts feemed inclined to 
fuppurate, and the gleet was {mall, in compa- 
rifon of what it fiat been; on the twelfth 
there was an appearance of tolerable good 
matter from the edges; on the fifteenth a 
laudable fuppuration was eftablifhed, and the 
mortified parts were every where loofe and 
falling off. Inftead of a {mall quantity of 
high- Rake Li urine, he now made what was 
nearly equal to his drink, and that very well- | 
conditioned ; and the watery extravafation in 
his legs and thighs was confiderably dimi- 
nithed, 1 ries 
He now began to naufeate the bark, ‘in ‘the? 
form 1 in decks he had hitherto taken it; it 
was therefore changed for another, which he 
took at larger intervals; : and, to > affift his uris 

: ’ ) Baty 
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nary difcharge, his apothecary gave him: art’ 
infufion of the cineres genifte and horfe~ 
radifh, which anfwered the purpofe wee 
well. | 

The whole {crotum and dartos caft off in 2 
Aarge flough, and left the tunica vaginalis of 
both tefticles as bare and clean as if they had 
been diffected :; thefe were foon covered by an 
incarnation, which fupplied the place of the 
fcrotum tolerably well; and by perfifting in 
the ufe of the fame remedies for a few weeks 
Jonger, he was reftored to perfect health. 


CHE ret) ents | 


A man, not exceeding forty, who had 
drank freely of {pirituous liquors, was thereby 
brought into the fame circumftances as the 
. patient in the preceding cafe; that is, his 
countenance was yellow and bloated ; his legs, 
thighs, {crotum and penis, loaded with a Wwa- 
tery tumor ; he had little or no appetite 5 ‘and 
made a very {mall vies of high- coloured 
Urine. | 
Internal Sis 6 haying been ineffeGtually 
tried for fome time, he was advifed to have an 
incifion made on each fide of the ferotum; by 

means 
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means of which, all the fwelling, both of it 
and of the penis; was immediately aya | 
and the patient much pleafed. 

On the fourth day from the operation all 
difcharge of ferum ceafed, and the wounded 
part fwelled, inflamed, and became very pain-; 
ful. Fomentation, cataplafm, and proper di- 
geftive dreflings were ufed, but without any 
relief from the pain, or any beneficial alter- 
ation in the appearance of the fores. On. the 
fixth day from that of the incifion, I was des _ 
fired to méet the gentleman that had the care 
of him. I found that the hard inflammatory 
fwelling, which a day or two before had OC= 
cupied the whole fcrotum, was now gorie off, 
and that it was become flabby and livid, ae 
cially about the incifions. 

I propofed taking the cortex, but it was not 
complied with; nor do I know what the me- 
dicines were which he did take, neither my- 
felf nor his attendant furgeon being confulted 
on that head. Warm fpirituous fomentations, © 
with proper poultice and -dreffings were conti- 
nued, but to-no purpofe. | far the patient 
each morning, for four days ; during which, 
he got little or no reft, and complained of great, 
pain « and burning heat within his belly: the 

watery 
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_ watery)extravafation. in his thighs and legs 
‘increafed daily; the-whole fcrotum and dkin 
of the penis became black, and mortified, as 
did alfo the part of the pubes ; and om therele- _ 
‘venth day from that.on which the neyo was 
nade, he died, | wt 


- 


CASE Vite De 7 


-A MAN, about bia years old, by ns name 
Corby, who was a patient in, St. Bartholo- 
" mew’s hofpital on another account, fhewed 
me a {welling on the left fide of his ferotum. 
It was large, full, tight, and had all the fymp- 
toms and appearances of an hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis, viz. the fluctuation. of: the 
fluid, the freedom of the upper.part-of the 
procefs, and the concealment of the, tefticle. 
I thought myfelf fo clear in the-true nature 
of the difeafe, that, without any {eruple, I 
pierced. it with a fmall trochar inthe lower 
and anterior part, and thereby Jet. out about. 
two ounces of limpid water; but could by no 
means draw off any more, though I prefied a 
probe up through the cannula, and ufed every 
other means propor to obtain it. eae 

| I withdrew. 
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I withdrew the cannula, and examined’ the 
fwelling again; which was but little dimi- 
nithed by what:had been done: but though it 
was not much decreafed in fize, at was confi- 
erably altered in appearance, I could now 
very plainly diftinguifh the tefticle, and was 
convinced, that the whole difeafe was confined 
to the cells of the dartos. In fhort, it was 
(what I had never feen before). an anafarca of 
that membrane, on one fide only; having a 
certain quantity of the water in one ey{t or 
bag,. and. the reft diffufed through the cells in 
the ufual manner: the latter inti all the - 
tumefaction, which remained after tappings 
and the former had concealed the tefticle, | 

Being now, truly fatisfied of the nature of 
the cafe, I made an incifion, about an inch 
long, through the fcrotum into the loaded 
dartos; intending thereby to drain off the 
water, and, by procuring a {uppuration, to 
cure the difeafe. Into the incifion I put a 
little dry lint, and tied the ferotum up in a 
bag-trufs. 

. To my great aftonithment, the text o 
my dreffer told me, that Corby’s ferotum was 
fwelled to.a great fize, and that the incifion | 
was already livid. J went to the hofpital, and 

| found 
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found it fo: I ordered the part to be fomented, 
and wrapped up ina warm poultice; and that 
the man fhould také the cortex frees til] the 
9 jl fhould fee him. 

- In three:days time, the whole pe wha 
He of the penis was completely mortified; — 
‘and a confiderable part of the pubes altered — 
and veficated: his pulfe was quick and {mall ; 
he complained of a burning heat in his belly,. 
and bladder; his thirft was intenfe and | sea 
extremities cold. 

~ For feveral days I was convinced, that each 
would be his laft: his fomentation, cataplafm, 
‘and dreffings, were continued; the doétor or- 
“dered him a dram of the bark, as often as his 
{tomach would bear or keep it, in a julep, well 
impregnated with volatile falt; and the poor 
man earneftly begged to be allowed a pint of 
“porter aday; which he had. At laft, in about 
three weeks time, the whole fcrotum, the in- 
teguments of the penis, and fome part of the 
~Hltbes caft off, leaving the corpora cavernofa, 
‘and the tunica vaginalis, as clean as if they 
had been diffe@ted. The man got well. 

More of the fame kind of cafes might be 
produced, in which the trouble and hazard 
attending large inciftons of the fcrotum, in 

dropfical 
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sropfical cafes, have been great; but the fimi- 
larity of them renders it unneceflary. — I fhalt 
therefore only add, that from the fimple 
puncture I have feldom met with either; and 
that I have as feldom known them fail te 
anfwer the purpofe for which they were in- 
tended, viz. a temporary difcharge of ferum 
from the cellular membrane.. 


Shel Dn Oslo Delia | 


Ir we confider the preceding complaint as 
merely fymptomatic, and do not rank it 
among the different kinds of hydrocele, there 
will then remain only three, viz. 

1. That which confifts of a odin. a 
- water in the cells of the tunica communis, or 
cellular membrane, inveloping and a 
the {permatic veffels, | ity 
_ 2. Phat which is formed i the eaty aval 
ation of a fluid, in the fame coat as the for- 
mer, but which, inftead of being diffufed 
through the general cellular tr has of it, is 
cheer to. one cavity or cyft, in which all 
the water conftituting this {pecies of difeafe 
Bis contained ; the reft oe the membrane being 
in its Roiral ftate, 


3. That 
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3. That which is produced by the accuititts 
lation of a quantity of water, in the cavity of 
‘the tunica vaginalis teftis. 

‘Thefe hited are diftinét, local, and truly 
within the province of furgery. ‘They may 
accidentally be combined or connected with 
other-diforders, but not neceflarily; and are 
frequently found ‘ity perfons whofe general 
habit is good, and who are e perfectly ae from 
all other complaints. : 


i~ociareoctie becemesciggtieamaatatilepiasee ecient 


| THE HYDROCELE. OF THE CELLS OF THE 
TUNICA COMMUNIS. 


ay +8 <4 


Ios the see gateal account of the parts, 
which make the feats of the different kinds 
of hydrocele, it has been obferved, that the 
f{permatic. veflels,. from their origin quite 
down to the infertion into the tefticle, are in- 
inveloped in, and conneéted together by, a 
-membrane, called formerly tunica vaginalis 
yaforum {permaticorum, but now (nae pro- 
perly) tunica communis. That this mem- 
brane fo enveloping the fpermatic veffels has 
no one particular cavity, (as its old name 
' would feem to imply ;) but is merely cellular, 
as either the inflation of air, or the extra- 

7 vafation 
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vafation of a fluid, will always. prove. That. 
while it is within the cavity of the belly, its 
cells are lax and large; and when it has pafled 
- out from thence, and has formed a part of the 
{permatic procefs, by enveloping its vefiels, its 
cells are rather {maller, and the membrane 
compofing them firmer. That it is included | 
- within that thin expanfion of mufcular fibres, 
called the cremafter. And that a great num- 
- ber of lymphatics, paffing from the tefticle to 
the receptaculum chyli, are always to be 
~ found in it. 

An attentive confideration of thefe circum- 
ftances in the ftru@ture of this part will thew 
us, why either obftruction or breach in the 
lymphatic veflels, confiderable preflure by 
means of difeafed indurations within the ab- 
domen, or a morbid {tate of the parts which — 
fhould receive the lymph from the veflels of, 
the {permatic chord, may induce the difeafe 
in queftion ; and alfo, when it is produced, that 
its appearance; and the nature of the extra- 
-vafation, muft make the term ce//ular a very 
proper one, as expreffive. of its true ftate*. 


Sages 


w 


_ 4° J'ai fouvent vides tumeurs saute, srbited comme 
_ *€ des grains de raifin, placees defpace en efpace le long du 
pli. Il, | Cs «* cordon 
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When the difeafe is fimple, it is perfectly 


Jocal; that is, it is confined entirely to the 
membrane forming the tunica communis ; 
and does not at all affect, either the dartos, 
the tunica vaginalis teftis, or any other part. 
It isa complaint which does not give a great 
deal of trouble, unlefs it arrives to a confider- 
able fize; and, being by no means fo frequent 
- as either of the other two kinds of hydrocele, 
jt is in general but little known or attended 
to. With fome, it pafles for a varix of the 
{permatic chord; with others, for the defcent 
of a portion of omentum, which having con- . 
tracted an adhefion cannot be returned. Thus 
its true nature not being in general rightly 
underftood, and it giving but little trouble or 
tuneafinefs while it is within. moderate bounds, 
and neither hindering any neceflary action or 
faculty, they who. Keaes it are moft frequently 
advifed to be contented with a fufpenfory 


** cordon fpermatique, accompagner une veritable hydrocele 
¢¢ placée fur le corps du tefticle.”” Le Dran.. - 

The firft part of this paragraph is a juft and true defcription: 
of the hydrocele of the cells of the tunica communis, when nos 
much diftended: but if by ‘* une veritable hydrocele,” Mr. Le 
Dran means that of the tunica vaginalis, his defcription of it, 
as <* une tumeur aqueufe, placte fur le corps du tefticule,” is- 
- very inexpreffive, inadequate, and likely to convey an erroneous 


idea. . . 
‘bandage, 
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bandage, and find very little inconvenience 
from it. it 

Sometimes. it arifes to fo large a fize, and 
gets into fuch a ftate, as to become an object 
of furgery, and to require our very ferious | 
attention. 

In general, while it is of moderate fize, the 
{tate of it is as follows. The fcrotal bag is 
free from all appearance of difeafe; except - 
that when the fkin is not corrugated, it feems 
rather fuller, and hangs rather lower on that 
fide than on the other, and if fufpended lightly 
on the palm of the hand, feels heavier: the 
tefticle, with its epididymis, is to be felt per- 
fe&tly diftin@ below this fulnefs, neither en-— 
larged, nor in any manner altered from its 
natural ftate: the {permatic procefs is confi- 
derably larger than it ought to be, and feels 
Tike avarix, or like an omental hernia, accord- 
ing to the different {ize of the tumor: it has 
a pyramidal kind of form, broader at the bot- 
tom than at the top: by gentle and continued 
preffure it feems gradually to recede or go up, 
but drops down again immediately upon te- 
moving the preflure; and that as freely ina 
fupine as in an erect pofture: it is attended 
with a very {mall degree of pain or uneafi- 


: Q2 ne{s; 
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ne{s; which uneafinefs is not felt in the {cro 
tum, where the tumefaction is, but in the 
loins. ; 

If the extravafation be confined to what is 
called the {permatic procefs, the opening in- 
the tendon of the abdominal muifcle is not at 
all dilated, and the procefs pafling through it 
may be very diftinctly felt ; but if the cellular 
membrane which invefts the {permatic veflels 
within the abdomen be affected, the tendinous 
aperture is enlarged; and the increafed fize of 
the diftended membrane paffing through it, 
produces to the touch, a fenfation, not very 
unlike that of an omental rupture. 

While it is {mall it 1s hardly an object of 
furgery; the pain or inconvenience which it — 
produces being fo little, that few people would 
chufe to fubmit to an operation to get rid of 
it; and it is very feldom radically curable | 
without one: but when it is large, or affects 
_the membrane within the cavity, as well as 
without, it becomes an apparent deformity, is 
very inconvenient both from its fize and 
weight, and the only method of cure which 
it admits is far from being void of hazard; as 
muft appear to every one who will confider, 

or who is at all acquainted either with the na- 
| ture. 
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ture of lymphatic extravafation or abforption, 
or with the frequent confequences of wounds 
inflicted on parts merely membranous. 


eA. 8... Bagi Waal, 


A MAN about fifty-five defired me to look 
at 3 rupture, under which he {aid he had la- 
boured for feveral years. For the greateft 
part of that time he had worn a fteel ftrufs, 
which had given him little or no uneafinefs, 
but had never kept his rupture up. During 
all this time he never had any fymptoms of 
obftruction in the inteftinal canal; nor had 
the tumor ever increafed in fize, or altered its 
appearance, until within the laft three or four 
months, when he had been perfuaded to 
change his trufs for a bandage without iron, 
and to make ufe of an external application, 

which was faid to be infallible. 

. What the application was I know not; but 
its effect was an excoriation of the groin and 
parts about : the bandage was made ue dimity, 
had a large hard bolfter, with three or four 
buckles, and was buckled on very tight. 

He faid, that the pain it had as utea had 
been great; but that he had cheerfully fub- 


Q 3 mitted 
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mitted to it, having been affured that the’ mes 
dicines, affifted by the preflure, would foon’ 
fhrink up a piece of caul which was in the 
{crotum, and thereby free him from all pofli- 
bility of a return of his difeafe; and that, after 
that was done, he might leave off all kind of 
bandage, and do as he pleafed. 
- He had now made the experiment, till the. 
pain was fo great, and the parts fo {welled, 
that he could endure it no longer. The fcro- 
tum was much inflamed, and fwelled; the . 
groin excoriated; the tefticle enlarged, but. 
not hard; the fpermatic procefs quite up ta 
the belly, full, tight, and. fo exquifitely pain- 
ful, that he could not bear the moft gentle 
handling; he had no obftruétion on his ¢ going 
to ftool ; nor any fymptom of the confine- 
ment of any part of the inteftinal canal. The 
principal information which I could get was 
from his own account; for he could not bear 
the flighteft touch. From this it appeared 
to me, that whatever might be the true flate. 
of the cafe, it was very clear, that the firtt 
thing to be done was to obtain eafe. I there- 
fore put him to bed, bled him freely, ordered - 
him to have a glyfter thrown up immediately, , 
ans to take two f{poonfuls of a purging mix~ 
ture 
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ture every two or three hours, until he thould 
have a free difcharge per anum; and then to 
take a grain of extract. thebaic. I wrapped _ 
up the fcrotum, and covered the groin and 
pubes with a warm {oft poultice, and put on 
a bag trufs. 

He paffed the day i in a very uneafy reftlefs 
ftate; and in the evening, finding his pulfe 
not at all lower, nor his pain lefs, (his purg- 
ing mixture having done its duty) I took 
away fourteen ounces more of blood, and ors 
dered his opiate to be taken again, and re- 
peated at the diftance of every fix hours, 
Forty-eight hours pafled over, during which 
time he took feven grains of opium, before he 
could get fleep or eafe; and when he obtained 
the former, it did not laft more than three or 
four hours, {an effect I have feveral times 
{een, in the exhibition of large and frequently- 
repeated dofes of opium, given either to ap- 
peafe pain, or to quiet a phrenzy.) 

When he awoke, he was eafier, and feemed 
to be much refrefhed; his pulfe was fofter, 
his perfpiration free, and the parts lefs in- 
flamed, and lefs painful; his poultice was, 
renewed, after fomentation ; and he was di-. 
rected to take adr aught of the common emul- 


| Q4 fion 


232 A TREATISE 


fion every fix hours, with fome manna and 
nitre in it; by which means he had, in the 
courfe of the next day, two asi: dif= 
charges by ftool. - 

By thefe means, within the {pace ¢ of Gus or 
feven days, all his inflammatory fymptoms 
were removed; and the parts reduced to 
nearly the fame {tate in which they were 
when he put-on his dimity bandage: that is, 
the tefticle was of its natual fize, but the {per- 
matic procefs large and full, though foft, and 
indolent, and feeling very like to a fmall 
omental rupture. , 

For greater certainty, I kept hiss in bed a 
day or two more; and confined him to the 
fame low regimen, with an open body. 7 

The fpermatic procefs continued in the 
fame ftate. 1 attempted to reduce the appa- 
rent rupture, but without fuccefs; though 
there was no reafon to think that there was 
the leaft ftrifture made on it by the tendon’ 
of the abdominal mufcle. I could indeed 
make a {mall part of it recede, but even that’ 
did not pafs the opening at all like a piece of 
omentum; it did not give any of that fenfa- — 
tion to si fingers, nor produce that kind of - 
noife, which the return of a rupture into the: 
: abdomen 
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abdomen: generally does; and the moment £ 
removed my fingers, it fell down again, al- 
though the patient was in a fupine pofture. 
In: fhort, I made attempts. for reduction fo 
long, and fo often, that I was perfectly fatif- 
fied that the prolapfed ie was not ramet, 
(at leaft by me.) 

It now gave him no pain, nor uneafinefs of 
any kind; but he had fuffered fo much from 
the preflure of his bandage, and was fo fatif= 
fied (from the fuccefsle{s attempts which I had 
made) that his rupture was not capable of 
being reduced, that he contented himfelf with 
a common fufpenfory bag, and found not the 
leaft alteration in it, fit the {pace of three 
years. At the end of this time he was at- 
tacked with a peripneumony, and died. 

I obtained leave to examine his body, and 
found, that what. I had taken for a portion of 
omentum was a collection of water in the 
cells of the tunica communis of the fpermatic 
veffels, on the outfide of the cavity of the ab- 
domen; that nothing elfe had paffed through 
the tendon of the Solar. mu{cle; and that 
the tefticle, and: tunica vaginalis, were per- 
fedly unaffected. 

oN Ses sar ig account which this 

patient 


~ 
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patient had given of himfelf, and of his having 
frequently reduced his rupture, Iam fatisfied — 
that. he never had one; and that his difeafe 
had, from the firft;: been what it at lait ap~ 
peared to be. [here was no fign of-a her- 
nial fac; and though the return or fuch fac 
_ back again into the pay: after) it has been in. 
the groin or fcrotumyis a thing much talked 
of by late writers, I do not believe that it ever 
happened. 

This fteel trufs did not prefs hard cine 
to produce any mifchief, and was thought not 
to have kept his rupture up; and the fymp- 
tors, under which I found him labouring, . 
were occafioned merely by the dimity ban- 
dage, fubftituted in the place of his trufs; 
which, having large hard bolfters, and being 
buckled on very tight, prefied violently on 
ih fpermatic veftels: baba loaded membrane, a 
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A weaLtHy middle-aged man applied to 
me one day, while I was drefling the hofpi- 
tal, and fhewed me a confiderable fwelling in 
his fcrotum. I examined it, and told him I 
believed it to confilt of water. He replied, 
7 ; ma 
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he knew it; for that Mr. Baker, then one of 
the furgeons of the Weftminfter infirmary, 
had a few days before drawn fome from it by 
puncture with a lancet. Upon hearing this, 
T examined it again, imagining that I might 
poflibly find it to be blood: (a circumftance 
which now and then happens, after tapping 
a common hydrocele:) but ftill it appeared to 
me to have all the marks of a tumor. from 
water, and to be principally in the {permatic 
chord. The dartos was indeed a little thick- 
éned by the infinuation of a {mall quantity of 
a fluid into fome of its cells, but the tefticle 
was much too plainly diftinguifhable, for the 
cafe to be taken for a hydrocele of the tunica 
vaginalis; nor was the upper part of the pro- 
cefs in that free ftate in which it is moft fre- 
quently found, in that difeafe. I took him 
into the hofpital, and ordered him to keep his. 
bed, till I faw him the next day; at which 
time I paffed a {mall trochar into the anterior 
part of the tumor alittle higher than ufual. 
At firft alimpid ferum flowed freely ; but that 
foon ftopped, and I was neceffitated to pafs a 
probe frequently up the cannula, to get away 
_the remainder; neither could I, either by that 
means, or by preflure, reduce the {crotum to 

| _a proper 
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_@ proper fize, or remove the fulnefs. of the 
procefs above. JI ordered the part to be fo- 
mented night and morning, andthe whole 
{crotum and groin to be covered with a foft 
poultice; and that the man fhould take a fo- 
lution of manna and Glauber’s falt the next 
morning. ‘he applications were continued, 
and the purge repeated every fecond or third 
day, for a fortnight; at the end of which 
time, the felling was as large as when I firft 
~ faw it, ; 
‘. During this interval of time, I frequently 
examined the parts; and always found the 
tefticle much. more free, and independent, 
than I had ever felt it.in a hydrocele of the » 
tunica, vaginalis.. It. appeared to. me, from 
the kind of fluid which had already. been 
twice let out, and from the prefent appear- 
ance of the part, that no. cure would be ob- 
tained without laying the whole open; but as 
I was by no means certain, what was the 
precife nature of the difeafe, or in what {tate 
the parts might be found, I informed the man 
that it might poftibly become neceflary tore- 
move that tefticle. To this he confented; 
and I made an incifion, through the {kin, 
from the groin down as low as the:tefticle 5. 
| intending, - 
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intending, if I had found the as difeafed, 
to have baittvated. 

The incifion was followed by a large dift 
charge’ of water, not only from the lower 
part, inehete there feemed to have been a con- 
fiderable collection in one cavity, but from the 
furface of the whole cellular membrane en- 
clofing the fpermatic veflels. Finding this 
membrane no other way difeafed than by the 
watery diftention of its cells, I went no far- 
ther with my operation, but filled the incifion 
lightly with foft lint. Forthree or four days 
the difcharge of ferum was large; but that 
eeafing, a plentiful fuppuration fucceeded ; 
which was followed by a perfect fubfidence of 
the whole tumor; and in due time the wound 
healed, and the man obtained a cure. 


yA eae 


_ AGENTLEMAN about thirty-five years of 
age, came out of the North, to London, for: 
the affiftance of Mr. William Sharpe, in the 
caie of a large tumor of the ferotum; which, 
he {aid, had’ been ‘coming five or fix years. 
‘The account which he gave of it was, that 
at firft wt was fmall, eafily (as he thought) 
put 
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put up, but came down again immediately 4 
which he attributed to his not having been 
accomamodated with a proper bandage; that 
at the end of about nine months, or rathef — 
more, he found that he could not reduce it 
at all, whatever pains he took, or whatever 
pofture he put himfelf into; and that from 
this time, its increafe had been daily more 
apparent. The cafe was fingular; and Mr 
Sharpe defired me to fee it with him. | 
The fcrotum was of a moft prodigious. 
fize; it hung more than half way down to 
the patient’s knee; it was very ill {upported, 
by an aukward bag of his own making; arid, 
toward the lower part, was much ulcerated, 
by neglected excoriations. Different parts of . 
the tumor felt very differently; in fome 
places, it was hard; in fome, foft; and in 
others, a thin fluid was palpably difcoverable. 
The fpermatic procefs was large and full, 
quite up to the groin; the aperture in the 
abdominal mufcle was confiderably dilated by 
it; and when the patient coughed, the whole 
tumor was manifeftly diftended: his ftools 
were regular, his appetite good, his urine 
proper in quality, but very deficient in quan-_ 
tity; his fole complaints were, a pain in his 
: back 
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back (proceeding as we fuppofe from the 
weight | of the {crotum,) anda languor and » 
difpiritednefs, which he had not been accuf- 
tomed to,-and could not account. for.. 

Thé feel of fome part of the tumor was 
like that of an inteftinal hernia, in which 
there is no ftricture, and the gut does its of- 
fice in feroto; but other parts of it were fo 
unlike to this, and the upper part of it toward 
the groin was fo large, and fo hard, that we 
tet ee in great doubt concerning the true 
nature of the contents. 

When we had fufficiently examined thie 

‘tumor in an ere& pofture, we put the patient 
into a fupine one, which produced a confider- 
able alteration in:the appearances; the tumor . 
became manifeftly lefs, and fofter ; and feem- 
ed, by retiring, to occafion a large {welling 
on that fide of the belly, juft above the os ilion, 
tending backward toward the region of the — 
kidney. Upon continued) preflure, the cons 
tents of the fcrotum feemed to recede ftill 
more; and till as they receded, the {welling 
on the fide of the belly increafed. When we 
had got up to a certain point, we could get 
up no more; but during our. ‘endeavours to 
Teturn, as much as we could, we clearly difco- 

‘ vered 
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vered that the tumor in the fcrotum; and that 


within the belly, were produced By the fame 


body that there was a palpable and free flue- 
tuation, from the one to the other; and that 
the harder segs were mere indurations, and 
thickenings of the intesuments and common 
membrane. 

“The burden was fo great, that the patie 


was defirous of being aie at any rate. We 


communicated to Lim our opinions, our fuf- 


picions, fears, and uncertainty; and told him ~ 


what hazard might poflibly be incurred, by 


acting according to the former, if we fhould 


‘be miftaken; but he being determined to en-. 


deavour to obtain relief, at all events, and we 


being prepared, as well as we could, for what- 


ever might happen, made a {mall incifion into — 


the lower and anterior part of the ie 
{trotum. ©’ | 
As foon as we had divided the Aint a ose: 
tity of clear limpid water burft forth, of which 


we caught above aquart; and then the open- — 


ing was ftopped, by fomething which thruft 


Ti 
Leia Si. OU ee 


itfelf out, and looked like a piece of cellular — | 


membrane loaded with water. We cut a part 
of it off, and gently pufhed back the reft with 


a eeeees while by eh and continued — 


preflure, 


' 
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preflute, we drained off eleven Winchefter 
pints of water. : 
When we could get no more aways. we 


would have ealarzed the’ opening; but our 


patient found himfelf fo lightened, and fo 
eafy, that he would not permit it. as 2 
The fcrotum, it is true, was confiderably 
leffened ; but in no proportion to the quantity 
of water which had been drawn off: the 
whole f{permatic procefs, from the tefticle 
quite up to the belly, was {till large and full; 
and the abdominal opening ftill dilated by a 
large body paffing through it; but, as the 
{welling in the belly could not now be felt in’ 
any beohure; and as the fcrotum was reduced 
to fuch a fize as to be eafily fupportable by a 
bag trufs, he determined to wait the effect of 
what had already been done. In little more 
than. a month we faw him again. ‘The tumor. 
in the fide of the belly was as apparent, the 
fluctuation as palpable, and the burden as 
great as when we firlt faw him. His health 
was {till good in general; but his face ap- 
peared to me to be more pale and wan, and 
he complained ftill more of thirft and languor. 
As we were now: dure of the nature i the. 
‘contents, we divided the whole {crotum from 
woz. I, » RR 3 the 
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the bottom upward. The lower part was 
formed into a cyft, or bag, made by the. pref= — 
fure of the water, which was difcharged upon 
the firft introduction of the knife; but all the 
reft of the tumor was formed by the diffufion; 
‘of ferum through all the ftructure of the tu- 
nica communis, the cells of which. were all 
much enlarged.with it, quite up to the groin ;. 
the tefticle, being very diftinct, and)free from 
difeafe. The ferum oozed freely. from all 
parts of this membrane by gentle preflures, 
and.as it feemed to fubfide confiderably there- 
by, we meddled no farther, but contented. 
ourfelves with filling the incifion lightly, with, 
dry lint, and ae ee the {crotum in a bag 
trufs. 
During the firft two or three days, Mea dife : 
charge of water was conftant and. plentiful s 
andthe fore was (as might be expected) crude 
and undigefted; but without any of that in- 
flammatory hardnefs and fwelling, which 
wounds, made in fuch parts, in healthy fan- 
guine people, generally have; on the con= — 
trary, the lips were flaccid, and. foft: itis 
true, he was perfeétly free from fever or pain, — 
and, except the circurmftances juft mentioned 
of ehirth and languor, he had no apparent dif- 
order; 
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order} but) they wete creat and tréublefome: | 


The difcharge of water continuéd large, and 
his wound neither digefted nor inflamed ;:nor 
did it wear any the leaft appearance of can 
ereneé, ot moftification: his laeuor and anxi« 
efy increafed daily; and on the fourteenth 
day from that of the operation, he se ; the 
fore ftill wearing the fame face. 

Upon opening his body, we found all the 
¢ellular: membrane’ which imvefted the fper- 
matic veffels within the abdomety loaded with 
water, and diftended in a very irregular man- 
ner, from the origin of the faid veflels quite 
down to the opening of. the. ebique mufcle ; 
at this place it was contracted into a round, 
or rather a flattith body, of lefs fize, but {till 
fo large, as to dilate the opening in the tendon 
confiderably. Below this it was again ex- 
panded and diftended with water, through all 
its cells; but the tefticle, and its tunica vagi- 
nalis, were.in’a found ftate, and perfectly un- 
affected by the difeafe. 

_ Was.it the large difcharge of ferum, or the- 
free divifion. of membranous parts’ which oc- 
cafioned.this gentleman’s death? For my own 
part, I am.inclined to attribute. it to the for- 
mer; for though an’ incifion, made in parts of 

ud | Ra fuch 
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-fuch ftru€turé, and fo difeafed, does fome- 
times prove fatal, yet the parts themfelves in 
fuch cafe generally fhew, by a gangrenous or 
mortified appearance, what tage foah oper=. 
ation has in the patient’s deftruction. | 

In this cafe, there was indeed no digeftion, | 
nor any of that inflammation, which always 
precedes fuppuration; nor, on the other 
hand, was there any appearance like gan- 
grene or {phacelus ; but his manner of dying 
was very much like that of thofe who are de- 
ftroyed by large hemorrhages. 


sopogyyp! agp 


“THE ENCYSTED HYDROCELE OF THE TUNICA 
. COMMUNIS. 


«Tuts fpecies of Hydrocele has its feat in 
the fame part as the preceding, viz. the tunica 
communis, or cellular membrane, which in- — 
vefts the f{permatic veflels; with this differ- 
ence, that, in the former, the water is dif- 
fufed in general through all the cells of the 
membrane; whereas in this it is contained in 
: One 
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one cavity only. If any of the three kinds of 
hydrocele deferves the name of encyfted, it is 
this. ‘The water which conftitutes it being 
all contained in a bag, formed in the ara 
manner as all the coats of all encyfted tumors 
are, viz. by mere preflure, and condenfation 
of the common membrane.” 

It is a complaint by no means infrequent, 
efpecially in children. It was very well known 
to many of the ancients, and has been very 
accurately defcribed by fome of them*; but 


later 


* By Albucafis, by Celfus, Paulus Agineta, and others, The 
laft has particularly diftinguifhed this kind of hydrocele, from 
that of the tunica vaginalis, by a very juft defcription of both': 
«€ $i humor in membrana fupernata coierit, tumor alterius tefti-. 
‘© culi imaginem exhibet. Quibus in Erythroide tunica humor 
“© comprehenfus eft tumor rotundus paululum, & ovi modo lon- 
‘© oiufculus: his tefticulus in confpeétum non venit, ut qui al 
«© diquaque fit implicitus. s 

The former of thefe defcriptions our countryman Peter 
Lowe, has moft probably copied, when he fays, ' «* It is fomer 
‘* times inclofed in a membrane, and appeareth like a third tef 
mele? 

Heifter {peaks of this {pecies of hydrocele as very rare, only 
quotes the authority of others to prove its exiftence, and feems in 
fome meafure to confound it with a colle€tion of fluid inacon- © 
genial hernial fac. 

Page 842, he fays, ‘ best iie tamen etiam, ut nonnulli 
“autores referunt, in peritonzi proceffu, fupra tefticulam, liquor 
3 “Saag natuyram ¢olligitur : imo etiam in produttione peritonzi, 
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later writers have often miftaken it for, and. 
_ reprefented it as, a {pecies of wind-rupture, 
or pneumatocele; a difeafe exifting in their 
imaginations only. It moft frequently pof- 
fefles the middle part of the procefs, between 
the tefticle and groin, and is generally of an 
oblong figure ;’ whence it has by fome people 
been peiivabed to an egg, by others toa fith’s 
bladder. Whether it be large or {mall, it is 
generally pretty tenfe, and coriteqadtli the 
flu€tuation of the water within it, not always 
immediately or eafily perceptible; for which 
reafon it has been fuppofed to contain air 
only... It gives no pain, nor (unlefs it be very 
large indeed) does it hinder any neceflary 
<¢ ab inteftinorum hernia orta, copiofum liquorem in cadavere, 
¢ fectione aliquando deprehendi.” And im a note on this paflage 
he adds, «| Wiedemaanus, nec non Boerhavius, itemque Garen- 
«* geotus & Dranius memorant iftiufmodi hydrocelescafus quan- 
«« doque obfervari ;. ubi digito contingi tefliculus queat; atque 
“ tune fupra tefticulum. in peritonei proceffu tumorem, & hu- 
“€ morem,confittere. In enterocele autem contrarium quandoque 
‘* ufu venire, propterea quod inteflina interdum, ut fupra monui, 


{© ufgue in. tunicam vaginalem, per feptum illud.naturale, quod 
£* tefticulum a, pate fuperiori proceffus peritonai. wy Pe 


heal 


Sf netraverunt.’? oh 
«* Sed ani fint neceffe eft, ad quos nie latins 
** autores provocant.cafus,, Ego fane quanquam plurimos homi- 
** nes.enterocele, non minus quam hydrocele, inbosantes fanave- 
‘ rims nunquam tamen adhuo ita rem inyent;’? dee) 
; adtion; | 
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action: It is perfectly circuitifcribed; and 
has tio communication, either with the cavity 
6f the belly above, or that of the vaginal coat 
of the tefticle below it. The teftis and its 
epididymis, are perfe&tly and diftin€tly to be 
felt below the tumor, and are abfolutely inde- 
pendent of it, The upper part of the fper- 
matic procefs in the groin is moft frequently 
very diftingvifhable. The fwelling does not 
retain the impreffion of the fingers ; and when 
lightly ftruck upon; founds as if it contained 
wind only. It undergoes no alteration from 
change of the patient’s pofture; nor is affected 

by his coughing, fheezing, &c. and has no 
offeet on the difohuied per ahum, 

Thefe marks (while the diféafe is fimpté 
and uncombined with any other) are fufficient 
to diftinguifh it by, from all others which may 
affect aia fame part; but it fometimes hap- 
pens, that the prefent complaint i is found con- 
neéted either with 4 truc hernia, or with a 
hydtécele of the tunica vaginalis; by which 
the cafe is renderéd devhtede and lefs caly to 
be under{tood. | 

In this, as in every other ale where, ft rom 
a complication of fymptoms. and < appearances, 
a Soin bintation of difeafes may be fufpected, 

KR 4. there 
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there is but one method of inveftigating the 
truth; which is, to confider carefully what 
diforders the part agerieved is naturally lable 
to; what the ahine fymptoms: and appear- 
ances of each of thofe are; and what are the 
effects of the prefent complaint. The two 
difeafes with which this kind of hydrocele is 
moft likely to be combined are, as I faid be- 
fore, an hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis teftis, 
anda true hernia; the parts within the groin, 
the fpermatic procefs, and the fcrotum being 
the feat of all three. 

One mark, or characteriftic of an eee , 
of the tunica vaginalis teftis is, that it pofleffes 
and diftends the inferior part of the fcrotum; 
_ and that the tefticle being nearly, (though not 
abfolutely) furrounded by the water, it very 
feldom happens, that the former can be clearly 
and plainly diftinguifhed by the fingers of an 
examiner; whereas in the encyfted collection, 
in the membranes of the chord, the tumor is. 
always above the tefticle, which is obvious 

and plain to be felt below it, 

_ Another circumftance worth attending to 
is, that although the fluid in a hydroeele of 
the vaginal coat does fo nearly furround | the. 
teftis as to render it often not very eafy to. be 
diftinguithed, 
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diftineuifhed, yet the different parts of the 
tumor have. always a very different feel: for 
inftance, in all: thofe points where the vaginal 
tunic is loofé, and unconnected with the tu- 
nica albuginea, the tumor is foft and compref- 
fible, and gives a clear idea of the contained 
fluid; but when thefe two coats are continue 
ous, or make one and the fame membrane, 
and have no cavity between them (which is 
the cafe on the middle and pofterior part) 
there will always be found a hardnefs and 
firmnefs, very unlike to what is to be found 
in all thofe places, where the diftance? be- 
tween the two tunics leaves room for the col- 
le&tion of a fluid: now the hydrocele of the 
chord being formed in the mere cellular mem- 
brane of it, is the fame to the touch in all the 
parts of the tumor, and feels like a diftended 
bladder through every point of it. 

The free ftate of the upper part of the 
{permatic procefs, while the tumor 1s forming 
below ; the gradual accumulation of the fluid, 
and confequently the | gradual growth of the 


> « Tunica Erythroides nature nervofz, in gibba quidem 
*« & anteriore e tefticulo libera eft, in concava & pofteriori ipfi 
‘« adherefcit ex peritonzo originem trahens.” si 
| Paulus Agincta. 


{welling ; 
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{welling; the indolent and unaltering fiate of 
it: its being incapable of reduétion, or returti 
into the belly from the firft; its being always 
unaffected by the patient’s coughing, of fneez:. 
ing; and the uninterrtipted freedom of ‘the 
fecal difcharge per anum, will always diftin- 
euith it from an intéftinal hernia; and he who 
miftakes it for an omental oné, muft be véry 
ignorant, or very heedlefs. — 

Now, although there may not always be 
fach external marks as may, to the eye, ex 
plain the combination of thefe diftafes with 
each other; yet the particular feat and fymp* 
_ torr of éach being known, and the fenfations 
which’ they produce to the fingets of an intel= 
ligerit éxarhiner being well undérftood, when 
fuch mixed charateriftics are found in the 
fame fubje&, we may reafonably concludé the 
cafe to be complex, and act accordingly. 

’F have indeed: -feen an encyfted hydrocele, 
fi tiated fo high toward the groin, as to render 
" the perception of the fper matic veffels 7 very 
ob{cure, of even impracticable; but then, the 
fiate and: appearance of the tefticle, and the 
abfénce of every fymptom poke cues from 
confi nement of the inteftinal canal; were fuffi- 

ecient 
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cient marks of the true nature of the com- 
plaint. He 

Infants are much more fubje& to this dif- 
eafe than adults; though it often affects the 
latter. 

In young children, it frequently. diffipates 
in a fhort time, efpecially if affifted by warm 
fomentation, and an open belly. 

If it does not difperfe, that is, if it be not 
abforbed, the point of a lancet will give dif- 
charge to the water; and, in young children, 
will moft frequently produce a cure: but in 
adults, the cy{t formed by the preflure of the 
fluid does fometimes become fo thick, as to 
require divifion through its whole length; 
which operation may in general be performed 
with great eafe, and perfect fafety: I fay in 
general, becaufe it is moft frequently fo; 
though I have feen even this, flight as it may 
feem, prove troublefome, hazardous, and 
fatal. Of fuch confequence are wounds in 
ymembranous parts in fome particular habits. - 


es hyo ee 
A Lap about fixteen years old was taken 


into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, with a com- 
| plaint 
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plaint which’ he had been told was a rup- 
ture. 

The tumor was large, of an oblong figure, 
began juft below the exit of the {permatic 
veflels from the belly, and extended to the 
bottom of the ferotum; but in the middle of 
it was a depreffion, or ftri€ture, which feemed 
_ to divide it nearly into two equal parts. The 
upper part was fo high, that I could not feel 
the fpermatic procefs at all fatisfactorily; and 


although there was palpably a fluid in the - 


whole of the fwelling, yet the upper and 
lower parts of it did not feem to communi- 
cate with each other; at leaft the fluctuation 
through them was not difcernible. As he had 
never had any fymptom of a true hernia, and 
as the account he gave of the gradual form- 
ation of the tumor joined to the fluctuation, 
&c, convinced me that it was principally if not 
totally water, I pierced the lower part care- 
fully, and drew off nearly half a pint of yel- 
lowifh ferum; by which means the fcrotum 
became immediately empty and rugous, and 


the tefticle clearly diftinguifhable; but the 


‘upper part of the {welling remained as large 
and as..tenfe as before, nor could I. byrany 
means obtain a drop of fluid more from below, 

| | The 
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The next day I ordered him a britk purge, 
which operated well; and two or three days’ 
after, being fatisfied that the inteftinal canal 
could have no fhare in the complaint, I thruft 
a lancet into the anterior part of the upper 
tumor; by which means a quantity of limpid 
ferum was difcharged, and the whole {well- 
ing immediately difappeared, leaving the fper- 
matic veflels free, and eafily diftinguifhable. 

Ina few days he left the hofpital; and at 
the end of a year, or a little more, he came 
to me again, with the lower part of the {cro-_ 
tum full, but without any appearance of ‘the 
tumor above. In fhort, his former ftate con- 
fifted of a complication of the encyfted hydro- 
cele of the fpermatic chord with that of the 
tunica vaginalis teftis; the former was cured 

by the firft puncture, the latter was now as - 
~ fullas ever. 

Confidering the lad’s age and dorian sivas 
I advifed him to fubmit to the operation for 
the radical cure by incifion; which operation 
was performed, and he got well in about fe- 
ven weeks, nor has had any return of either 
complaint fince. 


CASE 
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_A mawn.about thirty-five, who had for fome 
years been troubled with a hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis, which had often been emp- 
tied by puncture, came to me for advice. 

The {welling in the fcrotum, he faid,. was. 
now about one third of the fize’it ufed to be 
of, when he had. been accuftomed to have it. 
tapped: it was not.tenfe, was of an irregular 
figure, and plainly contained a fluid. But it. 
was not.on account of this tumor that he ap-. 
plied.to me. vi 

Within two months paft he had _difcovered. 
another {mall {welling, higher up towards his: — 
groin, perfectly difting& from the lower one : 
_ it was about the fize of the largeft French 
walnut, of an oblong figure, abfolutely in- 
dolent, very: tenfe, and left the fpermatic 
procefs,, at its exit. from the abdomen, per- 
fectly, free. 

From the appearance which thefe tumors 
made, and from the patient’s account, I made 
no doubt of the nature ‘of the cafe, viz. that 
the upper one was made by a colleétion of 
water, in a cyft, formed in the cellular mem- 

mas " brane 
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brane which makes: the tunica communis of 
the fpermatic veffels ; and that the lower one 
was a true hydrocele, of the tunica eve ginabia 
teftis. ) 

Upon. this OREN, i baeet the upper 
one with a lancet; and let out a {mall wine- 
glafs full of clear limpid ferum. The tumor 
lil fubfided, andi left the whole fper- 
matic procefs: free; but the lower {welling 
was not at all affected by what had been done 
above. The puncture was ‘well in a day-or 
two; and: the hydrocele of the vaginal: coat 
not being full enough tobe at all troublefome, 
he would not permit me to meddle with that: 
At the endsof about nine months he fentifor 
me; his hydrocele was full and large, but he 
had not the: {malleft appearance.of the:tumor 
in the procefs. The water was let: out ‘by. 
puncture, as. ufual;.as ithas. been feveral 
times fince; but he has never fuffered:any. res 
turn. of the collection in the procefs. : 


CUA S E XII 


A'LAD about fourteen years old was brought. 
into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital’for a rupture; 
| which a furgeon (who had ‘feen him at home) 
“4 IN Had 
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had.told his friends, was not in a fituation to 
admit delay: and it being my week for acci-' 
dents, Iwas fent for immediately. I found a 
Jarge tumor, full, and tight, poflefling the 
whole f{permatic procefs and ferotum, from 
the groin. quite down to the tefticle; which 
was independent of it; and -perfe&ly diftin= 
guifhable. As he lay-on his back, it was: 
perfectly indolent; but in: an erect pofture, 
or in the action of {tooping, he complained of 
palit: it: Was not tender to the touch, unlefs: 
prefled. hard; and it was nearly of equal fize 
from the top to the bottom: it bore fo hard 
again{t the opening in the abdominal mutcle,. 
that I could, by: no. means, feel the {permatic 
procefs : he faid, that it had appeared within 
a week; and, that he had had no ftool for 
five days patt. 
Some of thefe were cea feel ot im- 
portance} and might be occafioned by a ftric- 
ture on the inteftinal canal: but on the other 
hand, his pulfe was foft, calm, and quiet, and 
his {kin cool; he had neither tight belly, 
naufea, hiccough, nor vomiting; nor any 
other fymptom (general or particular) dedu- 
cible from fuch caufe. | 
From the mere appearance, and feel of the 
eas | tumor, 
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tumior, I fhould have fuppofed it to have been 
caufed by water; but the difficulty of diftin- 
guifhing the {permatic procefs above, the free- 
dom of the tefticle below, and the want of 
in made me hefitate. 

But though I was in fome doubt concern- 
ing the snide nature of the cafe, yet I was 
very clear, there was no immediate neceffity 
for an operation.. ‘Therefore having found, 
that I ceuld not return any part of the con- 
tents of the tumor into the belly, I took away 
fixteen ounces of blood from his arm, ordered 
a glyfter to be thrown up immediately, and 
two fpoonfuls of a purging mixture to be 
taken every two hours, until a plentifal dif- 
charge per anum {fhould be procured. 

*He took his mixture only twice, and had 
fix large ftools that afternoon; and when I 
faw him the next morning, he was perfeétly. 
well in health, but the tumor exa€tly the 
fame. Iexamined it again; and-again, and 
was {till more pofitive that it contained a — 
fluid; but whether that fluid was in the tu- 
nica communis, or in a hernial fac, I could 
by*no means -be cleat. However, as there 
was no poflible method of getting rid of it 
but by an opening, I determined to make one 
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with fuch caution, as to be aac for what 
ever might happen. | pis ot 

I faba a {mall incifion into the anterior’ 
and lower part: when I had divided the fkin 
and cellular membrane, I found a firm hard 
membrane, which I took for the fae of an 
hernia: this I divided with the fame caution, 
and gave difcharge to a confiderable. quantity 
of ferum; upon which the whole fwelling 
immediately fubfided, the fpermatic obelis 
appeared in'a natural ftate, and the opening 
in the tendon undilated. 

The incifion was drefled sicher ti 
healed in a few days. 

Within lefs than half a year he came to me 
again, with the fwelling as large, and under 
the fame apparent circumftances, as before. 
His habit’ was fo good, and I fo well remem+ 
bered the toughnefs of the cyft, at the firft 
operation, ‘that I made no feruple of advifing 
him to have it laid open through its whole 
length. To this he fubmitted, anid obtained 
a perfea cure. 
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A MAN about forty, fervant to Ghd of the 
governors of St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, came 


thither - 
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thither for «advice: concerning; a ‘rupture; — 
which, he faid, the furgeons in the country 
had often endeavoured: to. put up, but had 
neverfucceeded.: | 

The groin: i a all the upper part of the 
-ferotum was large and full; but: the’ tefticle 
below very fair, and diftin® from the tumor. 
-Thevaccount which he gave was, that he firft 
_ perceived' the beginning of the fwelling, in 
the evening of'a day in which he had ridden _ 
avery hard fox chafe, and) had: béen a good 
deal hurt by a fall over his horfe’s head. 
Thatat’ firft it! was {malls;)andcthat:ie had | 
gradually increafedp ever: fince.’. Thatiit had 
never been up fince it firft appeared.’ That 
he ¢onftantly felt a dulb kind of uneafinefs in 
it; aid that it was very troublefome to. him 
when on horfeback ; which he was frequently 
obliged to be, as his bufinefs/was, that of an 
huntfman.. I examined. the cafe carefully, 
and.was {atisfied that-it was water, and not.in 
the vaginal coat of the tefticle. He had for 
fome time worn a trufs, which had rendered 
the part:uneafy ; had lived freely with regard 
to liquor; had a yellownefs. inj his, counte- 
nance, which had an unhealthy appearance ; 
- his legs were rather too full; and he had, for 
| Gras He anak a little 
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a little while oat been under the diteStion tt 

a pen iCiany in the country.’ 

_ I did not like his appearance, nénddadaes | 
him as the fubject of an operation, and there- 
fore advifed him to return into the country, 
and continue to follow his doctor’s direction. * 
. At the diftance of three or four months, he 
eame to the hofpital again. He had now the 
appearance of very good health. His coun 
tenance was frefh; his-appetite keen;. his 
urine in proper quantity ; ; and his legs fine. 
His tumor was larger; and he faid it was be- 
come fo troublefome, that if fomething was 
not done for it, he muft quit his ferviee and 
vo to the parith. St 

I could have wifhed, that his former ftate 
had been different ; ‘but having apprized him, 
how much that added to the hazard of any 
attempt toward’ curing him, I. made an inci~. 
fion the whole fete of the tumor, and gave 
difcharge to a confiderable quantity of bee 
water. 

The cyft was firm and thick, and formed 
in the common tela cellulofa of the chord. 
~ For three days the wound difcharged a large 
quantity of ferum, but it neither became tu- 
mid; nor inflamed; his pulfe became. hard, 
mich) | bit | and 
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and frequent ; he was thirfty, and reftlefs, 
and had a languor in his countenance, which 
I did not like. On the fourth:day the dif- 
charge of water ceafed, but the incifion ftill 
remained cold, lax, and flabby; ‘and was fo 
far from fhewing any tendency to fuppurate, 
that, on the contrary, the edges began to be 
livid. « | 3 

Bark, and cordial medicines, were pre- 
{cribed by the phyfician; and fomentation, 
poultice, and animated digeftive dreflings were 
| applied ; but to no purpofe. On the fixth 
day he complained of a burning heat in his 
back and kidneys, while his extremities were 
cold and damp; on the feventh he became 
delirious, and that evening died. 

All the cellular eiaate in the pelvis, 
and about the loins and kidneys, was excef- 
fively diftended with air, and in feveral places 
| diicolwared : and in the cavity of the abdos- 
men was a large quantity of bloody water, 
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@YDROCELE OF THE TUNICA VAGINALIS 
TESTIS. & 


Kh 


Tar tied fous a this difeate, is nee 
which 1 is confined to the: vaginal coat, 4 bag 


fmall quantity oh a fine uid, prt ee 


capillary arteries, and conftantly abforbed. by 


veflels appointed for that purpofe. _ 
i This fluid, in the natural {mall quantity 


ferves to keep the tunica albuginea moift, and ' 


to prevent a cohefion between it and. the. vam 


ginalis; a confequence, which almoft necef- — 
 farily follows any fuch difeafed ftate of thefe 

parts, as prevents the due fecretion of it. On 
the contrary, if the quantity depofited be too | 


large, or if the regular abforption of it be by | 


ca means prevented, it will be gradually ac-- 


curmrilated 
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cumulated, and; dy diftending the containing 


‘bag, will form the difeafe in queftion. 


The two preceding fpecies of hydrocele 
have their feat in the tunica communis of the 
{permatic veflels; that is, in the cellular 
membrane which invefts them; one by a ge- 
neral diffufion of lymph through all its cells ; 
the other by a colleGtion of it, in one particu- 
lar cyft or bag: ‘that which makes our pre- 
fent fubje& has no concern or connection 


_ with that membrane. at all,- but is abfolutely 


confined to the tunica vaginalis teftis *. 
, F : * é t - * 4 
@ Fallopius, although he was nactunineed with the real and 
true origin and nature of this difeafe, and fuppofed its manner 
of production to be very unlike what it really is; has yet given i! 
‘@ very juft account of the appearance, both of this, and of the 


_ former: «* Alia vero eft hernia aquofa, in qua aqua diftillat per 
- €© yafa et venas, occult modo, ac fenfim ad fcrotum. Hezc | 


** autem eft duplex; alia in qua continetur aqua in membrana 


“© gdnata, et in proprio folliculo; alia in qua continetur in 


** inguinali tunica que tefem veftit. Cognofcitur aquam effe 
**'in tunica adnata, guia /eparatur teftis a parte aquofa manibus ; 
** preterea, ifta hernia habebit propriam circum/criptionem, ali- 
** quando rotundam, aliquando ovalem. Si autem fit in va- 
** ginali, non poffumus amplius arripere & diflinguere teflem 
** ab hernia; quoniam in eodem loco & aqua, & teftis fuat 
© conftituti.” met See 

3 Gaz. bixcdbees. 
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It is a difeafe from which no time of life is 
exempt ; not only adults are fubje& to it, but 
young children are frequently afflicted with 
it; and infants fometimes born with it. What 
is the immediately producing caufe, I will not 
take upon me to affirm. Ruyfch is of opi 
nion, that it proceeds from a varicofe ftate of 
the {permatic veffels. What real foundation 
there may be for fuch conjecture, I cannat 
fay; certain it is, that the {permatic veffels 
are very: frequently found varicofe, in perfons 
affliated with this kind of hydrocele; but 
whether fuch ftate of thefe parts ought to be 
regarded as a caufe, or as an effect of the dif- 
eafe, is a matter’ worth inquiring into. 

In Morgagni are fome obfervations on the 
- ftate of the parts concerned, particularly the 
infide of the tunica vaginalis, and outfide of 
the albuginea; which, if repeated: and con- 
firmed, may poffibly lead us on to farther 
infor mation, | 4 
_. In the mean time, from all bcs circum+ 
_ ftances attending the complaint, it is pretty 
clear, that whatever tends to increafe the fe- » 
cretion of the fluid into the facculus, beyond 
the due and neceflary quantity, or to prevent 
its being taken up, and. carried off, by the 

proper 
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proper abforbent veflels, muft contribute. to 
its produétion; which is fo flow, and gradual, © 
and at the fame time fo void of pain, that the 
patient feldom attends to it, until it has are 
rived to fome fize. Not but that it fome- 
times is produced very fuddenly; and ina 
very fhort {pace of time attains confiderable 
‘magnitude, 

The fize and figure of iis tumor are vari- 
ous in different dcpid, and under different 
circumftances. In general, at its firft begin- 
ing it is rather round; but as it increafes, it 
frequently affumes a pyriform kind of figure, 
with its larger extremity downward: fome- 
times it 1s hard, and almoft incompreffible; fo 
much fo, that, in fome few inftances, it has 
been miftaken from an induration of the tef- 
‘ticle: at other times it is.fo foft and lax, that 
‘both the tefticle, and the fluid furrounding it, 
are eafily difcoverable. It is perfectly indo- 
dent in itfelf; though its weight does fome- 
‘times produce fome {mall degree of uneafinefs 
in the back. The great characteriftic (as it 
‘is called) of this difeafe, and on which almoft 
all writers have agreed to lay the greateft 
‘f{trefs, and to reft their proof of the nature of 
the diforder, I mean the tran{parency: of the 
al I | tumor, 


/ 


266 Okeke F 

tumor, is the moft fallible, and uncertain fign 
‘belonging toit: it is a circumftance which 
does not depend upon the quantity,’ colour, 
or confiftence of the fluid _conftituting the 
difeafe, fo much as on the uncertain: thick~ 
mefs, or thinnefs of the containing bag, and of 
the common membranes of the fcrotum. 

If they are thin, the fluid limpid, and the 
accumulation made fo quick as not to give the 
tunica vaginalis time to thicken much, the 
rays of light may fometimes be feen to pafs 
| through the tumor: but this is: accidental, 
and. by no means to be depended upon. 
Whoever would be acquainted with this dif 
order, mutt learn to diftinguith it by other, 
and ‘thofe more certain marks; or he will be 
apt to! fall into very difgraceful, as well as 
pernicious blunders. The colour of the fluid 
is very different and uncertain ; fometimes it 
is of a pale yellow, or ftraw-colour; fome- 
times it is inclined to’a greenifh caft ; fome-+ 
times it is dark, turbid, arid bloody; and 
fometimes it is perfectly thin and limpid. 

In the beginning of the difeafe, if the water 
be accumulated flowly, and the tunica vagi- 
‘nalis thin and Jax, the tefticle may eafily be 
perceived; but if the faid tunic be firm, or | 

| the 


oN THE/BYDROCELE, &c. "BBY. 


the water accumulated’ in any confiderable 
quantity, the teftis cannot be felt at all; and 
other fymptotns, or marks, muit. be attended 
to. In moft cafes, the {permatic vefiels may _ 
be diftinGtly felt at their exit from the ab- 
dominal muicle, or in the groin 3: which will 
always diftinguith this complaint from’ an) in- 
teftinal hernia, the difeafe which it is moft 
likely to be confounded with. It does indeed 
_ now and then happen, that the vaginal coat 
is diftended fo high, and is fe fall: that it is 
extremely difficult, nay almoft impoffible, 
to feel the fpermatic procefs; and it alfo 
fometimes happens,’ that the fame kind of 
obfcurity is occafioned by the addition of an 
encyfted colleétion of water in the membrane 
of the chord; or by the cafe being combined _ 
with a true enterocele.': Thefe circumftances - 
are not very frequent,)‘but yet do occur often 
enough to render it well worth’ while ‘to 
mention them; and to fignify that, when 
they are met with, recourfe mutt be had to 
other marks. | | 
The general notion formed of this difeate 
is, that it confifts of a bag, filled with a fluid, 
in the middle of aba abe tefticle hangs 
_ fufpended, and by which it is completely 
furrounded. - se 
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‘This idea is not only erroneous, and cons : 
trary to fact, but may be produdtive of very 
mifchievous confequences in practice.» For 
from fuch conception (or rather mifconcep- 
tion) of the ftate and difpofition of the parts, 
it may be inferred, that all points of the tu- 
mor are equally fit for fuch operation as may 
become neceflary for the difcharge of the 
fluid; which is fo far from being the cafe, 
that in fome parts of it, fuch operation is per- 
fetly fafe, eafy, and harmlefs; in other it is 
hazardous, painful, and may be productive of 
the moft dreadful confequences. Whoever 
will take the pains to examine the ftruéture 
and difpofition of the two coats of the tefticle, 
the albuginea and vaginalis, will find, that in 
one part they are fo infeparably united, (being 
indeed one and the fame membrane) that it is 
impoifible for any thing to infinuate itfelf be- 
tween them: while in every other part they 
are fo abfolutely unconneéted, that from the 
great dilatability of the latter, a large quantity 
nS fluid may ie accumulated ®. , ry yy 

| vIn 
> «© Humor magna ex parte, in tunica Erythroide appellate: 


tefticulum ambiente, in partem anteriorem colligitur; qua potz/- 
wium membrana illa a tefticulo feparatur.” 


-Pautus AGINETA. 
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In a hydrocele which ‘is tolerably full, the 


place of this union is the pofterior and fupe- 
rior, or rather the pofterior and middle part of 
the tumor. A puncture or incifion made 
here, cannot only do no fervice, as it cannot 
reach the water, and therefore cannot anfwer 
the intention for which it ought to be made; 
but muft injure the tefticle, or its epididymis, 
and thereby do great mifchief; whereas an 
opening made in every other part, will not 
only give difcharge to the water, but can do 
no harm, and is free from all kind of danger. 

'. This natural conneétion between the tivo 
tunics, at the upper’ and hinder part, is the 
reafon why, in a fimple hydrocele, that part 
of the tumor feels fo very unlike to every 
other. In that, the tunica albuginea, and 
vaginalis, being immediately continuous, no’ 
water can get between them; and therefore, 
the fingers of an intelligent examiner muft 


> Mr. Le Dran, whofe charaéer in practical furgery ftands 
defervedly high, feems to be lefs clear in his idea, and lefs 
perfpicuous in his account of this difeafe, than of moft others: 
his account is, « Une veifie aqueufe placée fur l’un de tefti- 
** cules, auquel elle eft adherente; & comme elle devient quel - 
«* quefois tres groffe, elle remplit prefque tout le {crotum.” 
This does not (at leaft to me) convey an idea that the feat 
of this difeafe is within the tunica vaginalis teftis. 
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immediately difeover the firmnefs.and hard- 
nefs. arifing from the union of thefe!parts: in 
all others, the two membranes being uncon= 
nected, and affording a void {pace for the col 
lection, of water; the fluctuation of-it silk ale 
ways be diftinguithable. §.. 44). Loney 
Thisis a Seauintinoe which: mutt. for ever 
difcriminate the fimple. hydrocele of the tu- 
nica vaginalis, from the, anafarcous {welling 
of the fcrotum ;, from the encyfted hydrocele 
of the chord; i from. the inteftinal hernia. 
The firft is every’ way equal, tumid and foft; 
aud every, where equally receives and -retains 
the impreflion of the. fingers », the: fecondy 
though circumf{eribed, not very:comprefiibley 
and affording the fenfation of fluctuation, ‘yet 
does not pit, and is alike to the ‘touch in alk 
parts of it: and in the third, if the tefticlebe 
diftinguifhable at all, it 1s found at the inferior’. 
part ef the whole tumor. : 
“An indurated or fcirrhous tefticle foe in- 
deed, very frequently, a quantity of fluid 
lodged i in its vaginal coat; which is a circum= 
haan not to ie wondered. at; the difeafed 
{tate of the gland being fufficient to account 
forthe! noti-execution of the abforbent fa- 
culty, and confequently, for the colleGtion. of 
Nay ; : the. 
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the watere:o But although part of this mixed 
tumor 3s undoubtedly owimg toa fluid, and 
fuch fiud'as is lodged within. the . vaginal 
coat, yet itis a very different difeafe from 
the true fimple hydrocele, and ought not to 
be confounded with it ;, one-of thefe marks, of 
the latter being the natural, foft, healthy fate 
of the tefticle: and the characteriftic of the 
former, being its difeated and indurated | ex 
largement *. : 4 

This’ is a point of more confequence, than 
it may perhaps, upon’a eurfory view, feem to 
be. It not only regards the definitions, but 
the treatment of the difeafes; and being 
rightly underftood, and attended to, or not, 
may be productive of much good or ill.’ 

We are; by moft of the writers on this, fabs 
ject, advifed in operating for the radical cure of 
an hydrocele, to regard carefully the ftate and 
condition of the efile, and. if we snd, iA 


< © When I fay natural, foft, dul healthy ftate of the teftidle, E 
do not Hein: that the tefticle, i in a ‘true, fimple hydrocele, is 
never altered from its| natural flate, when unaffected by any 
difeafe: I know the contrary; I know that the tefticle, in a 
hydrocele, is very frequently enlarged in fize, ~and relaxed 
in firu€ture, as well as that its fpermatic veflels are often 
varicofe; I ufe the words in oppofition to the” difeated. in-* 


durated ftate of the ag tats. 
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Jarged, hardened, putrid, fungous, or any other 
way really difeafed, to remove it immediately 
which advice, within proper limitations, is 
certainly good. A tefticle, in almoft any of 
the juft-mentioned circumftances, ought'un- 
doubtedly to be removed: but thefe cautions 
have nothing to do with the true, fimple hy- 
drocele; and can relate only to the difeafed, 
the {cirrhous, or the cancerous tefticle. .When 
thefe diforders are the fubject of confideration,. 
then fuch hints and cautions make a very ne- 
ceflary part of it; but they can have no con- 
cern with the prefent*. 


‘The 
nee ‘Namque ubi forte vel putredo, vel fchirrhus, vel alia qua 

“« dam corruptio vehemens tefticulum invafit, falutarius ex 

« fcindere.”” HEIsTER. 

- This is alfo the doétrine of moft of the writers (a large num- 

ber in furgery) who have copied each other, both in their ideas" 

of difeafes, and in their propofed method of treating them. 

Not writing from practice, or from what they have feen, they 
have related circumftances, under the article of the fimple hy- 
drocele, which never occur; and have directed a method of cons 
duct, which, if followed, muft miflead the furgeon, and fubject 
the patient to pain, fatigue, and even lofs of parts, without. 
any the leaft neceffity. Under the head of radical cure of the, 
fimple hydrocele by incifion, Heifter has mentioned. feveral cir- 
cumftances as neceflary to be attended to for the regulation of 
the operator’s conduét, which circumftances do not occur in that 
«¢ difeafe: Deligari autem vafa {permatica filo, refcindique tefti- 


* culus omnino debet ficuti in cap. de farcocele docuimus, quo- 
’ § ties 


¢ 
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‘The truth’ is, that the majority both of the 
ancient writers and ‘practitioners, mifled by 
the found of the term hydrocele, have smif+ 
cane a mere accidental effect: for a ‘caufe’ and 


fs ties vata Polis, non aaGahiaes tantum | induruerunt, 
« fed’ magnis quoque “crifciatibas hominem egrum affligunt. 
*© Defpiciendum ‘quoque porro eft ‘num tefticulus tumefa@tus 
« forte materiam aliqham: fluidam, ficut quandoque contingit, 
abe ines contineat. _ St quid ¢ enim fluidi intus herere tactu perci- 
«s .pimus, aut ‘lympham,. aut pus inibi confiftere re@tiffime colli- 
«¢! oimus. Interity neque’ turic re/eindere continuo, (ut nonnalli — 
«© -Jent),fed incidere potius,’ atque expurgare telticulum iftuth 
“* conveniets &c. . Sed fi forte fimul nimis jam tun¢ induratus, 
se vel corruptus ‘lett invepiatur, predicta. ratione, ligandus & 
ce eee: né.in carcirioma forte abeat.? ~ | 
‘That fuck fate of the'{permatic veffels'and tefticle do occur, 
is beyond all doubt; but not inthe fimple hydrocele ; not inthe 
hydrocele that any rational practitioner can poflibly deem fit for 
the attempt for the radical cure by'incifion. Neither is it poi - 
ble fora man, who underftahds the difeafe at all, not to be ac- 
quainted with-thefe circumitances before he attempts fuch oper- 
ation ; and if he is. previoutly acquainted with them, he muft be 
a very extraordinary man indeed to fet about relievitie them in 
fach amannié?. _ If theiftate‘of the tefticle and its veffels be fuch 
as to require caftration (a thing always capable of being known 
beforehand) letthat operation at once be performed, in a proper 
and expeditious manner, and‘not by piece-meal, as it is here de- 
fcribed. ‘If caftration be not requifite, neither-can any other part 
of the operation (with regatd to the tefticle) be fo; for notwith- 
ftanding thefe defcriptions of incifions into, and expurgations of 
difeafed tefticles may make a' figure in books, they are very ‘unfit 
ito ‘be introduced into, prattice. They never can do good; they 
Iuft do unwarrantable, and generally irremediable mifchief. 


yg gaat 5 have 
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have fuppofed that the fluid contained in ‘the 
tunica vaginalis teftis may not only conftitute 
a difeafe by the mere diftention of it, but may 
be productive of other difeafes of the tefticle 
itfelf. They have fancied the water to have 
in itfelf a noxious quality, or difpofition ; and 
that the tefticle, by merely fwimming in it, 
-might becorrie difeafed, and unfit fot-ufe; 
whereas in cafes wherein a difordered ftate of 
the teftis accompanies a collection of water in 
its vaginal ‘coat, the truth is juft the reverfe 
of this fuppofition: the teftis is firft difeafed, 
and the faculty of equal, regular abforption 
thereby interrupted ; by which means a quan- 
tity of fluid is accumulated, and that mixed 
appearance produced, which is not improperly 
called Aydro-farcocele. But in this cafe, the 
extravafation of water is really the confe- 
quence of the morbid ftate of the gland; and 
(being ftill mere fimple lymph) neither is, 
“nor can be the caufe of it. ’ 

They who chufe it, may call this a fiadies | 
of hydrocele; and the literal fenfe of the word . 
will certainly vindicate them; but they will 
_by that means run the rifk of confounding to-— 
gether, two things extremely unlike to each 

other, and ieee require very different treat- 
‘ ment: 
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ment: I mean the true fimple hydrocele, in 
which the tefticle is foft, and found, (only | 
perhaps a little more lax, and larger than or- 
-dinary,) and the hydro-farcocele, in: which 
the teftis is not only enlarged, but hardened, 
and not in a found, or healthy ftate: the for- 
mer of thefe will permit fuch treatment with 
perfect fafety, but in the other, may bring the 
patient into a ftate both of pain and hazard*. 
© It may indeed, and does fometimes become 
“neceflary to let out the water from the vagi- 
nal coat of a tefticle, in fome degree Rear 
-but this fhould always be done with caution, 
-andunder a. guarded prognoftic;. left the pa- 
tient: be not only difappointed, by not having 
that permanent relief, which for want of bet- 
ter information he may be induced to expect; 
ut be alfo (poffibly) fubjected to other tinex- 
-peéted inconveniences from the attempt. 


© Some inftances of this are related in this tract. Hildanus 
has given a particular account of a miftake of this kind: « Incifo 
© {croto plurimum affluxit aque$ hinc primo fubfedit {crotim; 
“€€ poft paucos tamen dies fecutus eft dolor, vehemens inflam- 
“€©) matio & cancrofum ulcus, maximéque malignum ; quod adeo 
«* impetuofe adjacentes partes cccupavit, ut ipfius malignitas 
-*€ nullo modo arceri poffit; fed intra paucos dies maximo cum 
ao cruciatu é vita deceflit.” FAs. Hi LDANUS, 


y tase hat Upon 


346 | A TREATISE 
pon the whole, as jut definitions, and ac 
curate diftinétions of difeafes from each other, 
are abfolutely neceflary towards underftanding 7 
them rightly, it feems to me much more pro- 
per to confine the term hydroceéle to the mere 
fimple accumulation of a fluid within’ the coats 
of the {found ‘tefticle, and’ to refer all thofe 
which either’ are combiried’ with, or proceed 
from, difeafés of that gland, to another clafs.. 
“When the ‘difeafe is a perfe&, true, fimple 
hydrocele; the™tefticle; though frequently 
fomewhat enlarged, and seihiaps loofened!.1in 
its Vafcular texttire, is neverthelefs ¢ (as Ihave 
already obferved) found, healthy, :and capable 
of executing its proper office: neither! is the 
fpermatic chord any way altered: from anatu- 
ral ‘ftate, except that its‘veflels are generally 
‘fomewhat ‘dilated; neither‘of which-circum- 
{tances are objections either tothe palliative or 
radical cure of the difeafe. But in thofe dif- 
orders, which in fome degree refermnble? this, 
the cafe is, different; either. the tefticle: “or 
{permatic chord, » or both, bearing | east 
‘marks of a difeafed ftate. Inthe true, fimple 
| hydrocele, the water . is accumulatéd ‘merely 
from the non-execution of the office, of. the 
abforbent vefiels ; which (whatever. ultimate 
caufe 


: 
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‘caufe it may have) leaves no appearance of, 
real difeafe on the parts: in all the other col- 
‘Iegtions of fluid in this part, there are fuch. 
appearances and marks of diftemper, as may 
clearly convince us, that the extravafation is 
only a confequence of fuch ftate. 

The two principal complaints, liable to be 
miftaken for an hydrocele, are, that kind of 
{cirrhous tefticle in which an extravafation 
of fluid is made in the tunica vaginalis; and 
the venereal induration of. the pee esti at- 
tended with the fame circumftance. One of 
thefe is always a difeafe of the general habit ; 
the other too often fo. 

One requires, and generally fubmits to, a 
proper courfe, of {pecific remedies; for the 
other (notwithftanding all that has been faid 
on the fubject) ‘we as yet know of none; and 
therefore it is feldom cured but by total re- 
moval. In neither of thefe, can the mere dif- 
charge of the fluid contribute any thing ma- 
en toward a cure; and in both of thee 
fuch attempt, injudicioufly made, has often 
proved both painful and hazardous. . 

In the true venereal farcocele, or indurated 
tettis, the difeafe ought always to be eradicated 
from the habit. ser any attempt be made 

: ‘k 3 locally : 
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locally; the mere difcharge of the water’ cant 

never remove the bniteyeie in the gland; 
but when fuch obftructon has been by proper 
remedies removed, it is no uncommon thing 
to have the extravafated fluid again abforbed 5 
or if it be not, and any operation becomes ne- 
ceflary, a foft, eafy, healthy {tate of the tefti- 
cle, is certainly preferable to an indurated dif- 
eaied one. | : 
Thefe two cafes, or, to fpeak | more properly, | 
thefe two {tates of the tefticle, although they 
agree in this one circumftance of not being 
-effentially relieved by the mere evacuation of 
the water, do yet differ fo widely in almoft 
every other, that 1t behoves practitioners to be 
very careful in diftinguifhing between them. 
‘That method of treating the venereal indura- 
tion, which is moft frequently fuccefsful, will 
prove highly prejudicial in the {cirrhous hard- 
nefs. By mercury, in judicious hands, the 
pocky patient’s difeafe may be removed, and. 
his health reftored: but I have hardly ever 
‘feen a fcirrhus or cancer that was not exafper- 
ated, and made worfe by it. Or, if that does 
not happen, yet, a mercurial courfe, in fuch 
cafe, will always occafion a lofs of time, 
which is not always retrievable. In fhort, he 
| - who. 
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who treats a {cirrhous tefticle as hé ought to 
do a venereal one, will not cure the difeafe,. 
but wafte his patient’s time, and hurt his ge- 
neral health: and he who treats a venereal one 
as he moft frequently ought to doa {cirrhus, 
will, without any neceflity, fubmit his patient 
to a painful operation, and thereby deprive 
him of a part very effential to him as a man. 


Car See aN 


‘A GENTLEMAN, about thirty years old 
fhewed me his tefticle, which was both en- 
larged, and hardened, and had very palpably 
a quantity of fluit in the vaginal coat. He 
had been told, that it was a water rupture, 
and that it might be immediately cured by 
means of a {mall incifion, | 

The whole tefticle and epididymis was (as 
I have already faid) large and hard; and: fo 
was the vas deferens, and part of the fperma- 
tic procefs; but there was no kind of inequa- 
lity on the furfaces; neither did it give the pa- 
tient any pain, except what proceeded from 
its mere weight. He had fome brown {pots 
on his breaft; a hardnefs. below the frzenum 
penis; a raggednefs and induration of the 

| Ae ; edges 
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édgés of the finis of the left tonfil; 4 pale 
plumbean countenance; .and | complained 
much of frequent el in- his pene ‘ane 
elbows. | | i ses 
- I made no fcruple to inform hile chau he 
appeared to me to be poxed; and that’. did 
- verily believe, that the diforder in his tefticle 
arofe from the fame caufe. I took pains’ to 
diffuade him from fubmitting to any attempt 
toward curing his local complaint in the tef- 
tis, until he fhould have got rid of therdifeafe 
which had infected his whole habit, by affur- 
ing him, that if what had been propofed ta 
him was intended merely to let out the water, 
it: could not even contribute to his being made — 
well; and thatif more than that was defigned,- 
he might probably experience more harm’than 
good from the attempt. Not fatisfied with 
my opinion, he went to Mr. Sainthilly: who. 
gave him the fame kind of advice; in avast 
- In a little time he applied toa gentleman 
well known for promifing impoffibilities 3 who 
told him, that this was'a difeafe with which 
the faculty were perfectly unacquainted ; and 
if he would give him ten guineas, and take a 
lodging near inh he would undertake to cure 
Sale weibekibed | 

He 


' 
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. He made an incifion of about half an inch 
in length, in the:very inferior part of the tu- 
mor, and let out a {mall quantity of bloody 
water; and: then applied a pledget of lint; 
and a piece of fticking-plaifter. The°patient 
pafied the night in a’good deal of pain, and in 
the morning found his tefticle much fwelled, 
and very uneafy. He fent for his operator, 
‘who faid, that this was of no ‘confequence; 
and that if he would keep* quiet that day, he 
would “be very well the'next. On the third 
day his tefticle was fo large, fo inflamed, and 
fo painful, that he became hank alarm 
ed, and fent for me. 9-2 SLEW Balt 
I found the fcrotum Righly shied the 
tefticle and {permatic. procefs large and ee 
his pain exceedingly great $ tie pulfe hard, 
full, and. frequent; and his {kin hot and dry. 
I bled him freely, and ordered him’ a glyfter, 
anda lenient purge, and wrapped’ the tefticle 
up in a foft poultice. Next day; ‘both the pa- 
tient and the parts were’ in’the.famé fate. I 
bled him again; and his glyfter and purge hav- 
ing thoroughly emptied:him, I gave him two 
grains extract. thebaic,’ and airadled: that he 
fhould take one grain every fix hours, ‘until 
fome eafe of att was procured. Two days 
“were fpent before any remiflion of fymptoms 
dies / was 
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was obtained : and it was near a fortnight, be- 
fore the conftant ufe and application of fo- 
mentation,’ cataplafm, &c. together with a — 
general antiphlogiftic regimen, and confine~ 
ment to bed the whole time, had reduced the 
tefticle to fuch ftate as to bear examination. 
When it became capable of this, it was found 
large and hard, but without any water in the 
tunica vaginalis. “ His general habit being re- 
cruited by a proper regimen, country air, and 
the bark; he was then put intoa mercurial 
courfe, by inunction; under which all his 
other fymptoms gradually difappeared, fa 
likewife did his induration of the tefticle. 


CUR Se) RVI, 


A Poor labouring man in Effex, got a ve- 
nereal hernia humoralis. As his daily work 
would not permit him to take proper care of 
—himfelf, it was a confiderable while before he 
had got rid of his inflammatory fymptoms; 
and when he had foidone, a part of the tefticle 
_and the whole epididymus were left hard, and 
rather too large, In getting over a high ftile 
he miffed his footftep, and {truck his {crotum 
with violence againft the upper rail: the blow 
gave him exceffive pain for fome;,minutes; ~ 

I but 
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but that foot ceafed, and: he went on with ~ 
his day’s work. Next ‘day his. tefticle ap=. 
peared {welled, and was painful to the touch; 
but as the man had. no fubfiftence but. from 
his labour, he was obliged to follow it, At 
the end of a week, he was. fo much worfe that 
he could go out no longer; and making his — 
cafe SS ad to fome gentlemen, who fed) ta 
employ him, a neighbouring practitioner was 
defired to vifit him. A fluctuation being felt, 
it was fuppofed to be matter; and a warm ad- 
hefive platter was applied to forward it. In 
a few days an opening was made for difcharge 
of the fuppofed pus, but nothing followed ex- 
cept a very {mall quantity of bloody ferum. 
The {mallnefs of the quantity, and the nature 
of the fluid, joined to the very {mall fub- 
fidence of the tumor, induced the furgeon. to 
think he had not gone deep enough; and to 
thruft a lancet farther in: this was attended 
with acute pain, and followed by a copious 
hemorrhage, which was not eafily reftrained ; 
or, to {peak more properly, did not. foon.ceafe. 
Inflammation, pain, tumefaétion, &c. fol- 
lowed this method of proceeding; and. at the 
end of a week, the man was brought to St. 
Bartholomew’s hofpital. 


Upon 
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| Upon mere fight of the part, I fhould have’ 
fuppofed the tafe to have been a fcitrhus of 
the. malignant kind: the tefticle, or {erotum, 
- was large, hard, unequal, of a deep red dufky: 
aglour; with diftended' veins,,,and fo .paihful 
that it could not:bear the flighteft touch; and. 
the fpermatic procefs was far from béeilig ima 
natural or a healthy ftate. The man com- 
plained: of conftant pain in: hiss back; the 
wound difcharged a: bloody, offenfive gleet; 
and dong pain; and want of? reft, had given 
him a very difeafed afped. | 
- ©’ Nothing but: the:clear, and circumftantial 
account, which both the man and:the furgeon 
Who had attended him (and who came with 
him to the hofpital) gave, could have induced 
ine to have thought the cafe'to -be any other 
than what T- nave juft mentioned; but: they 
were’ fo pofitive, and ‘fo confiftent, that I 
thought myfelf obliged to’ ‘regard what they 
faid, ead to act reabbeaicsty: ae re 

By’ phlebotomy, evacuations, aenene reft, 
a low regimen, and the‘general antiphlogiftic 


‘method; purfued’ vigoroully, and Tone iis : 
‘got # cure, Y ; 


CASE 
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SOLAS EB XVI. Peeccy 
“A uae wpsbe thirty-fevert’ “years 
old, apparently‘ itt good” héalth; afked my ad- 
Vice ‘concerning a’ ‘ditbated' appeatings in his 
ferotum: for thé relief of WHICH’ he had come 
from a confiderable diftancé'té’this town. 
“The tefticle was not miacH increafed’ int oe, 
but had loft: its equality” dF fifi,’ ‘atid Wak 
craggy, ‘and 1 very hard; thé! Vas deferens’ ‘and 
epididymis were in the fame’itduraced’ Rates 
the fpermatic chord was fomewhat varicdte, 
but not hard} and in the’ ‘cavity’ of the’ tuiilita 
vaginalis was palpably a fmall quantity ee 
pet HR was ‘fomewhat tender’ to the tou ane 
but the Paine ‘upon being ‘handled \ was Rie 
flight, in comparifon ‘di ‘what was ‘fale “an 
hour ort two after fuch examination$ at’ ‘which 
time, ‘although’ the pains were not conflant, 
but rather tracked the part by. Intervals, 5 yet 
| they were extremely acute, acy ad sania’ in 


dee, fai, that he had been, told that his com- 


dew’ wed ey i, : whos ATE PTA E 


plaint was yehereal, (to W hich opinion | ‘his 


ae 


‘method. of life much, inclined, him to adhere e) 
and that he had alfo a gece sity hy fae e. 
Ae replied,.. that I withed, for his (och that T 
‘could think fo too; but that Thad no doubt of 


- its 
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its being 4 {cirrhus, which would not long 

remain quiet." He féemed’ diffatisfied; and 

faid, that confidering the perfon who had pro- | 
nounced his cafe to ne veneteal was.a man of 
charafter in his profeflion, and whofe judg- 
ment he believed was good, he thought I was 
rather too peremptory: 

I defired him to take the opinion of fome 
‘people of. eminence. in London, and, named 
fome to him: whether he did or not, I know 
“nots. but in about a fortnight or three weeks, 
I received a letter from him out of the coun- 
try, fignifying, that his friend was fo clear in 
his firft opinion, that the cafe was venereal, 
that he had prevailed on him. to fubmit.to.a 
falivation for it; and that he only now defired — 
my opinion concerning the beft method of 
procuring it; that is, hethts he fhould at= 
tempt it by internals, or by mercurial inunc- — 
tion.. I wrote back, that I was forry to differ — 
from his friend, or to feem too tenacious of, — 
or partial to, my own opinion, and fincerely — 
wifhed I might be miftaken; that I looked ~ 
upon the method of falivating by inunétion 
to be in general the leaft fatiguing or prejudi- — 
cial to the conftitution; and that in the cafe — 
of particular, local induration, it certainly had | 


the 
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the advantage of being applied immediately to 
the part affected: and therefore, if I. could 
think that his complaint was venereal, I fhould 
undoubtedly prefer the ufe of the ointment to 
every internal means ; but that I was fo tho- 
roughly fatisfied that it was not, and fo averfe 
to the ufe of mercury for him, that I defired 
him to keep that letter as my proteft againft 
_ the procefs he was going into. 

The ointment was. freely ufed for shove. a 
‘month, but no alteration appeared in the.tef- 
ticle, except that it became rather larger and 
‘more tender to the touch. 

_ As. the mercurial ointment happened. not to 
_affe&t his mouth, or make him. {pit any; confi- 
_derable quantity, the inefficacy of it with re- 
_gard to the tefticle was imputed to that; and 
_a courfe of the mercurius calcinatus, with the 
kermes mineral, undertaken and followed for 
“another month. During this, the tefticle ma- 
- nifeftly increafed in ge. became more un- 
equal, and more frequently painful. . He now 
-came to London again; and calling on me, 
_told me all that had paffed ; ieelacites fill pof- 
{effed with the venereal idea, faid that he was 
come hither in order to.try the Lifbon diet- 
, drink, or fomething of that kind, | 


At 
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. At my requeft he fhewed his difeafe to Mr. 
Nourfé and-Mr. Sainthill, who'were clear that 
it ‘was not'venereal, and advifed the operation. 
This he would not hear of at prefent, having 
got it into his head that when every thing 
-elfe had beer tried, it would always be time. 
. enough for that. During ‘three weeks that 
he ftaid here, he drank, by the direGtion of 
fome friend, every day a quart: of ftrong-de- 
coétion of farfapatilla, with fome of the fabli- 
mate folution’ in it: "The tefticle continued 
to increafe, and ‘the’ fpermatic vein becate 
fomewhat varicofe: but {till there was a fair 
opportunity for extirpation. He'‘did now in- 
_ deed begin to incline'to it ; but being confider- 
ably faadeee 3 in ftrength and flefh by what he 
had taken, he would not comply with it un- 
til he had been in the country, and‘was fome- 
what tecrtited : ‘to which I could not objeé, 
as he then did not appear to be a fit fubjed& 
for fuch'an operation ;° I i $08 on account of — 
his creat reduction. of ftrength. | 
rial ‘the end of two GEN, hecame to me 
‘again, I was*much concerned to fee hitn'fo 
much altered for the worfe ; hé was emaci- 
ated to the greateft degree; and had fuch a 
leaden acne in his countenance, that had I 
: 6 known 
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kiowh nothing of him, I fhould have cons 
cluded that fuch a man hada cancer about 
him. He had totally loft His appetite, and 
was never freé from pain: his tefticle was at 
leaft twice the fize as when I laft had feen it, 
and the whole procef{s,. quite up to the belly, 
large; hard, and knotty: | 

1 would now by no means propofeé the opet= 
ation; a confultation of phyficians was there= 
fore had, in which the folanum was prefcribed. 
This was immediately tried, and proved here, 
‘as it has wherever I have feen it ufed; that 
1S; the patient was much difordered by it in 
general, and received no benefit with regard 
to his difeafe: but as this affair happened not 
long after this poifon had been in a kind of 
vogue, it was repeated until the patient could 
hardly fee or hold his hand ftill. When this 
was laid afide, recourfe was had to the cicuta, 
which, as ufual, was perfectly inefficaciots : 
to it, however, a fair trial was given. And 

when the poor man had thus made experi 
ment of our moft boafted {pecifics, and was 
fatisfied, that no ee or judicious man 
‘would attempt the operation, we had re- 
“Vor. IL. GE gies oe ~ courte 
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courfe to opium, ‘siuae a few weeks that he — 
exifted. 

When dead, I examined him. | 

The fpermatic procefs was ‘heresies dif 
eafed, about half-way up from the groin to 
the kidney; that is, it was enlarged, hard, 
and very full of knots; but I did not find any 
apparent difeafe in any other part within ni : 
_ abdomen. 


GisAg Sead RN, 


1 RECEIVED a letter from Lincolnfhire, ini 
the month of November, defiring to know 
whether that feafon of the year was an im- 
proper one for the operation of caftration, in 
‘the cafe of a {cirrhous tefticle? for that, if L 
did not, a patient labouring under fuch com- 
plaint ‘would: fet out immediately upon the 
receipt of my anfwer. 

I wrote back, that the ftate and nature of 
the difeafe were of much more confequence - 
toward determining the propriety or impro-_ 
priety of an operation, than the time of the 
year could be: and therefore I defired either 
that I might have a circumftantial account of 
the cafe, frothe fome medical man, or that the 
i patient 


: 
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patient would come to London. In about a 
week I feceived another letter, containing the 
following account. 

That the patient was thirty-five years ‘old ; 
that previous to the appearance of the difeafe 
in the tefticle, he had for fome weeks been 
troubled with frequent and acute pains in his 
back and loins; that the tefticle was confider- 
ably enlarged, indurated, and (in its pofterior 

part) reno in its furface; that part of the 

‘{permatic procets, neareft to the teftis, was 
too hard alfo; that the whole of it was now 
perfeCtly free from pain; that the patient was 
a married man, much fubjeé to f{corbutic 
eruptions, and flying pains, from the fame 
caufe; that his appetite was fallen off, and 
his afpect become pale and wan; that he had 
taken a confiderable quantity of the cicuta, 
and as much of the infufion of the folanum 
as his weak {tate would bear: - that from the 
former he had neither experienced good nor 
harm, but that the latter had chfab weed with 
him extremely ; that he was now determined 
for the operation; and that he would be in 
London in a few days. 

In lefs than a fortnight he came to me. 
He was extremely thin; and had a counte- 
iy a ie | ‘mance 


292 A TREATISE 


nance fo pale, and eyes fo languid, that I 
made no doubt that his nights were fleeplefs. 
His tefticle was large and hard, but perfectly 
equal, and perfectly indolent ; the tunica va- 
ginalis contained a {mall quantity, of limpid 
fluid; and the vas deferens, and. epididymis 
had that kind of enlargement and induration 


which frequently accompanies a herniashu- | 


moralis: but the fpermatic veflels were in a 
natural f{tate, of proper fize, and free from 
all kind of induration. He was fo hoarfe, that 
I could hardly hear him fpeak; and fo deaf, 
that it was as difficult to make him hear, 
He complained much of frequent pains in his 
fhoulders and elbows, one of the latter of 
which was confiderably ftiffened. The biceps 
mutcle of the left arm was hard and gummy; 
on one of his eye-brows was a large {pot, with 
a thin fcab on it; and, between the rape, 
were four or five of the fame. 

{told him, that I had no doubt that his 
deafnefs, hoarfenefs, pains, {pots, {wellings, 
&c. were all venereal; and that I was much 


inclined to believe, that the complaint in his | 


tefticle proceeded from the fame caufe.. He 


did as.venereal patients are frequently too apt ~ 


to do; that is, he endeavoured to render my 7 


opinion 
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opinion. improbable, by attefting, that there 
had been an interval of fome years fince he 
had held any illicit commerce with any wo- 
man whom he could fuppofe capable of in- 
juring him; that he had been two or three 
years married; had only had a flight fhanker, 
of which he was fure he had been well cured, 
~ T anfwered, that I was clear in my opinion; 
and would undertake to ferve hirn on no other — 
principle; but defired him to take the judg- 
ment of fome other gentlemen of the profef- 
fion : which he did, and'returned to me again 
with an account, that they thought of his 
cafe as I had done. 3 
The weakened reduced ftate in which he 
was, anda natural difpofition which he had 
toa Heamopty fs, obliged me. to proceed very 
cine oh ihe Pncrianal kind : and a very little 
acceleration of pulfe made him hawk up 
a bloody phlegm. JI therefore determined 
upon the ointment in {mall quantities, and to 
do in this cafe what I have done in fj imilar 
cafes feveral times; that is, as foon as ever 
the mercury raifed the pulte, or began to af- © 
fect the mouth, I ordered him to Cis a de- 
U 3 cod, 
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coét. corticis twice or thrice a day, ey | 
the whole of the falivation. 

By thefe means he got rid of all his com; 
plaints, both general, aid particular, and came 
out of his mane courfe with a more 
healthy afpett, and more flefh on his hones, 
than he went into if, 

Before I proceed 1 to give an account of the 
means ufed for the. sales, or cure, of the hy- 
drocele of the tunica vaginalis teftis, it may 
not be improper to select the reader, that J 
have twice in my life feen this difeafe, though 
ia confirmed ftate, and in adult patients, 


dif] perfe. 


Ce Ae 


s 


A GENTLEMAN about forty-five years old, 
confulted me on account of a fwelling in his 
fcrotum, which was not very large, bit pal- 
pably contained a fluid, and was fo circum- 
itanced in every refpect, as to prove it to be a 
true hydrocele of the vaginal tunic ; fr om 
_ which I advifed him to Bate the water im- 
| mediately drawn off. 

As it was not-very ttoublefome to him, he 
did not chufe to have it done then; but went 
away, telling me, that I fhould foon fee him 

8 again. 


- 
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again. He took the opinions of ‘two others, 
both of whom told him the fame thing, and 
gave him the fame advice. 

_ At the end of half a year he came to me 
again, with the fcrotum full, and of a pyriform | 
figure, and fo large as to be very evident 
through his breeches, 

I would have tapped him immediately, but 
as he had never feen any thing of the kind, 
I could not convince him that it would not 
confine him the next day; and as he had 
fome particular bufinefs to tranfacét in the 
country, he chofe to go thither firft, and 
to fubmit to the operation when he thould 
return from thence. 

I faw no more of him for near two months; 
at the end of which time he called upon me, 
‘'and fhewed me a fcrotum perfectly empty, 
and free from difeafe. 

' Taking it for granted that he had Hee, 
tapped, I afked Hina who had done it for him: 
he told me, that before he could finifh the 
bufinefs for which he went into the country, 
he was feized (for the firft time in his life) 
with a fevere fit of the gout; which had con- 
fined him to his bed for fix weeks ; during 
Vee” Syiicy 
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which confinement, his {welling had otadiy 

ally and totally diffipated. Dea 
I have often feen him ‘ince, and he fill 

remains perfectly free from all de prenoe™: of 


oo 
C A 5 E XX. 


A MIDDLE-AGED man thewed mea hydro- 
cele. of the vaginal tunic, which had been 
mear two years collecting, but from which 
the water had never abe drawn; I advifed 
him to have it done foon, and he fixed on the 
next morning. : 

In his way home he got fuddled ; fell 
down into the area. of an empty houfe, and 
in his fall ftruck his {crotum againtt a piece. 
of {caffolding. | | 

In the morning early ve fent for me. I 
found him in sr with a great ecchymofis 
under the {kin of the ener ay which was 
much fwollen, and very painful; IT would 
have perfuaded | him to have permitted me to — 
let the water out, (thinking thereby to have 
taken off part of the tenfion), but he would 
not confent; and I was obliged to have re 
courfe to fomentation, cataplatin &c. 

5 In 
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In about a fortnight, all the ecchymofis 
was diffipated, and all the {welling from the 
found fide of the fcrotum; and both the pa- 
tient, and myfelf thought, that the tumor 
from the hydrocele was ion Gderably lefs than 
it was before the accident. - By perfifting in 
the fame method, for about three weeks more, 
the whole of it difappeared, nor has returned 
fince. Nor have I, ever fince, feen the fame 
attempt fucceed. 


S RC. Wil, 


mr, 


METHODS OF CURING THE HYDROCELE OF 
THE VAGINAL COAT. , 


THE methods of cure (as they are called) 
in this fpecies of hydrocele, though various, 
are reducible to two, (viz.) the palliative, or 
that which pretends only to relieve the dif 
eafe in prefent, by difcharging the fluid ; 
and the radical, or that which aims at a pers 
fet cure, without leaving a poflibility of re- 
lapfe. The end of the it mer is accomplifhed 
by merely opening the containing bag 1 in fuch 

“manner 


oa 


, paffed. 
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manner as to let out the water: that of ‘the 
jatter cannot’ be obtained, unlefs the cavity of 
that bag be abolifhed; and no receptacle fora 
future seoomilatiiak pea One, may be prac- 
tifed at all times el e patient’s life, iand in 

8 Ithvand habit : the other 

aun) # and prohibitions ; 

oa from a the Piao ie of age, confti- 


‘tution, flate of the parts, &c. &c. &e. 


The palliative cure, (as I have juft ob- 
ferved) confifts in merely giving difcharge to 
the fluid which is contained in, code diftends 
the tunica vaginalis. — 

The operation by _ which this may be ac- 
complithed, is a very fimple one. The only 
circumftances requiring out attention in it, 
are, the inftrument ‘wherewith we would 
perform 1 it; and the place or part of the tu- 
mor, into which fuch instrument, fhould: be 


The two in eit | in cee are the com; 
ynon bleeding lancet, and the trocar. | 
The ee having the finer point, ‘may | 
pofibly pafs in. rather-the eafier, (though the 
difference is hardly perceptible) but is,.in my 
epinion, liable to inconveniences, to which 
the latter is not. The trocar, by means of © 
, 1f§ 


Sh gate 
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@ts cannula, fecures the exit of the whole 
fluid without a poffibility of prevention; the 
Jancet cannot, And therefore it frequently 
happens when this inftrument is ufed, either, 
that fome of the water is left behind; or that 
fome degree of handling and fqueezing i is re- 
quired é its expulfion; or, that the intro- 
duétion of a probe, or a director, or fome fuch © 
inftrument, becomes neceflary for the fame 
purpofe. The former of thefe may in fome 
habits be’ produdtive of inflammation*: the 
Jatter prolongs what would otherwife be a 
fhort operation, and multiplies the neceflary 
inftruments; which, in every operation in 
furgery, is wrong. ‘Fo which it may be 
added, that if any of the fluid be left in the © 
vaginal coat, or infinuates itfelf into the cells 
of ‘tite dartosy ythe patient will have reafon to_ 
think the operation imperfect, and to fear that 
he fhall not reap even the temporary advantage 
which he expected. The place where this 
puncture ought to be made, is a circumftance 
of much more real confequence; the fuccefg 


- * A confequence which I have feen to proceed from i it, at- 
tended with a flough of the whole dartos, and which I am much 

inclined to believe would not have happened in the fame per- 
fon, had the water been drawn off by a trocar, 


of 
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of the attempt, the eafe, and even fometimes 
the fafety of the patient, depending upon it. 

- Whoever. conceives, as many shave done, 
and fome {till do, that:the tefticle hangs loofe 
in the middle of the water within the vaginal 
coat (like a clapper within a bell) mutt alfo 
fuppofe that every part of the general tumor 
is equally fit and proper for this aperation. — 
The idea is erroneous, and the experiment 
may’ prove highly mifchievous. All the ante- 
rior and lateral parts of the vaginal-coat are 
loofe and detached from the albuginea; in its 
pofterior and fuperior part, thefe two tunics 
make one; confeqnently the tefticle is, as it 
Were, affixed to the pofterior and {uperior part 
of the cavity of the fac of an hydrocele; and 
confequently, the water or fluid can never 
get quite round it. This being the ftate of 
the cafe, the operation ought always to be 
performed on that part of the tumor, where 
the’ two coats are at the greateft diftance from 
each other, and where the fluid muift there- 
fore be accumulated in the largeft. quantity ; 
and never on that part of it where the fuid 
cannot poflibly be. ‘The confequence of at- 
ing otherwife, muft not only produce’a difap- 
pointment, by not reaching the faid fluid ; but 
may 
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may prove, and has proved, highly and even 
fatally mifchievous to the patient. | 

It was acuftom formerly, after perform- 
ing this operation, to make ufe of fomenta- 
tions, and difcutient applications, upon a fup- 
pofition:that by fuch means a returm of the 
-difeafe might be prevented. Among the old 
writers, are to be found. the forms of medi- 
cines to be applied to the groin and fcrotum, 
to prevent a future defcent of the fluid; but 
anatomy, and experience, have proved the 
falfhood of fuch fuppofition, and the abfurdity — 
of fuch applications: the prefent practitioners 
content themfelves with a bit of lint, and a 
plafter; and if the fcrotum has been ‘confi- 
derably diftended, they fufpend it in a bag 
trufs; and give the patient no farther trouble. 

In moft people, the orifice thus made 
heals in a few hours, (like that made for 
blood-letting;) but in fome habits and cir- 
a a it inflames and fefters; this fef- 
tering is generally. fuperficial only, and is 
foon quieted by any fimple dreffing; but it 
fometimes is fo confiderable, and end: fo 
deep, as to affect the vaginal coat, and by 
accident produce a radical cure. I have alfo 
feen it prove ftill more troublefome, and 
Th even, 
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everi fatal: but then the circumftances both 
of the patient, and of the cafe, have been par- 
ticular, and fuch as required attentions meee 
Cafes 21 and 22.) ¢ 

Whether it arofe from a fear of funtgelin's 
the tefticle in the operation ; or froma fipivcn 
- fition that while the quantity was fimall, it 
was more likely to difperfe; or that while 
theré was but little fluid, they did-not' think 
the difeafe fufficiently charaCterifed sor from 
forne other reafon, which they: have not 
thought fit to give us; but many writers of 
good saidtlacaion (and:among them Mr. Ser- 
jeant Wifeman,) have forbid the puncture in 
an adult, while the quantity may be’ fuppofed 
to be under a pint: which. reftri€tion is ftill’ 
fcrupuloufly attended to by many practition- 
ers, to the no {mall trouble and inconveniencé 
of their. patients. 

When there is a fufficient quantity of fluid 
to keep the tefticle from the inftrument, there - 
can be no reafon.for deferring the difcharge; 
andthe fingle pomt on which this argument 
eught to reft, is. this:.‘* Whether the abforb- 
‘* ent veflels, by which the extravafation 
¢* fhould be prevented, are more likely to re- 
és aflume their office, while the vaginal coat 

: 6¢ is 
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** is thin, and® has fuffered but little violence 
“6 from diftention 3 or after it has been ftretched 
‘* and diftended to ten or perhaps twenty times 
‘+ its natural capacity ; and by fuch diftention 
‘* as (like all other membranes) become thick; 
‘“ hard; and tough?’’ For my own-part, J 
think ‘the probability fo ‘much’ more-on. the 
fide of the former, that I fhould never hefitate 
a moment about letting out the water, as foon ,. 
as/ 1, found jthat..the» puncture. could: be; made 
fecurely. And from what has happened within 
the {mall circle of my own experience, I am 
inclined. to, believe, that ; if it. was performed 
more early than it generally ; is,.it might fome- 
times prevent the return of the difeafe...). 


OVA Yet Bot. ving 


_ A GENTLEMAN, turned of fixty, came to 
me with an -hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis. 
so He was corpulent, full -habited, inclined to 
be afthmatic, and-fubje@ to an irregular kind 
_ of gouty inflammation, which attacked differ- 
ent parts of him, at different times. The dif- 
eafe was on the right fide, the fcrotum much 
diftended, and on the {kin of it was an inflam- 
matory kind of bluth. Eis pulfe was hard, 
and 
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| and as I thought too frequent, and he feemied 
to me to have a degree of heat and thirft, not 
confiftent with health: His age, his habit; 
his gerieral ftate, and what I apprehended to 
be thé ftate of the fac, all forbade any attempt 
but the puncture; and I took fome pains to 
diffuade him from that, until he fhould have | 
removed both his general complaints, and the 
local inflammation on the fcrotum: ' He faid; 
that he felt himfelf perfeQly well; that he 
was fure he had no gout about him then: that 
what I took for an inflammation on the fcro- 
tum was orily a fcorbutic éruption to Which . 
lie was frequently fubjek ; and concluded with 
a hint, that he thought whatever fhould be 
done previous to seis out the water, could 
be defigned only for my own benefit; by | 
lengthening the time of my attendance. 

I pierced the middle and antérior part of the 
{crotum with a {mall trocar, and drew off 
near a quart of a greenifh fluid; I put a bit of 
lint and plafter on the orifice, and as the empty 
ferotum hung very loofe, and flabby, I per- — 

fuaded. him to let it be fufpended in a bag+ 

trufs. | 
In the afternoon he went out; and at night 
- filading that the plafter was rubbed off, aid 

) thinking 


a 
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thinking that the fufpenfory was put on for 
no other reafon, but merely to keep the ~— 
ing on, he took off his bandage. ; 

N ext day he went out again, walked a good 
deal, drank freely after dinner, and when he 
came to his lodging in the evening he went to 
bed much out of order. In the night he had 
a fevere rigor, for which he took a large {poon- 
ful of a celctare of {nake-root geil — 
which he always kept by him. 

On the third day, finding his {crotum much 
{wollen, and very uneaty, the {ent for me. 

{ found him in bed, complaining of great 
pain in the lower part of his belly, and groin: 
his pulfe was quick, hard, and irregular ;\his 
{kin hot; his tongue dry, and black; his coun- 
tenance flufhed; and his -intelleéts not quite 
fteady. His fcrotum was {welled and inflamed 
all over; and in apart, confiderably diftant 
from the puncture, was a sienna rags’ as 
big asa fhilling. 

After I had dreffed him, I defired, as he was 
‘quite a ftranger to me, as well as to the peo-| 
ple of the mihi where ‘he Jodged, that he 
might have more affiftance: Serna a 
BA fican was fent for, who prefcribed for 
him. At the end of three days one half of 

evo, II. x es te 
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the {crotum was completely mortified; and in 
about feven more it caft off, with fo large a 
portion of the tunica vaginalis, that I had no 
doubt that none of it was left. 

The gout now made an attack on his feet, | 
and the inflammation left all other parts; the 
fore put on a good afpect, and in a {hort time 
he got well. But notwith{tanding the very 
large portion of the vaginal coat which came 
away in a flough, I ale twice fince drawn 
off a full pint of water from the fame fide. 


CVA SE XXII. 


A MAN about forty, afflicted with a large 
hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, and which, 
from a mifapprehenfion of the true nature 
of the difeafe, he had never confulted any 
bodysabout, having been robbed by a fervant 
of a confiderable fum of money, was obliged. 
to travel very hard, on horfeback, from the 
neighbourhood of Exeter, to London. | 

When he fet out, his fecrotum was free. 
from all difeafe, except its diftention by the 
the water; but when he came to this town, 
it was covered all over with an inflammation 
of the eryfipelatous kind; was much increafed 
: in 
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in fize, and very painful to the touch. He 
was much fatigued with his journey, and juft 
before he went to bed in the evening, hada 
fhivering, which was followed by a very reft- 
lefs night, and a confiderable degree of fever. 
In the morning his {fcrotum was fo much in- 
flamed, that he was alarmed at the appear- 
ance, and fent for affiftance. The perfon 
who came to him, immediately made an 
opening, by means of a pointed knife, into 
the tunica vaginalis, and gave difcharge toa 
confidérable quantity of water; but by night, 
the whole fcrotum was mortified. That 
evening I faw him, but without any hopes of 
being able to ferve him. His’ pulfe, which 
had been full, hard, and rapid, was now {mall, 
‘and faultering ; his. head was very unfteady, 
and his extremities cold; all the tumefaction 
of the ferotum was gone, and it feemed one 
Jarge efchar. On the next morning he died. 
> Now, though it be very poffible, that the 
fame appearance and event might have enfued, 
if no puncture had been made; yet I think it 
is very clear, that it would have been more 
prudent to have tried firft what-a foft cata- 
-plafm, and an antiphlogiftic method could 
have done. For, by making the opening . 
e ® 2: haftily, 
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haftily,’ and without a proper prognoftic, the. 
operator, (whether contain, or not) incurs 
ed all the ian “ 


ae 


GALS Bie NxI 


‘ A poor man was, brought from the neigh- 
bourhood of Rofemary-lane, to St. ee 
mew’s hofpital. : 

His fcrotum was of prodigious Gzesis very 
hard, exceflively inflamed, quite up to his groin; 
it was of a dufky red colour; extremely pain; 
ful to the touch; and in one part feenued in- 
clined. to fphacelate; the {permatic .procefs 
alfo was confiderably thickened. He had a— 
hard, full, rapid pulfe; a hot fkin, a flufhed 
countenance, great thirft; and complained of — 
moit excruciating pain in his back. | 

The.account he gave was, that he had, for 
fome years, been troubled with a {welling on 
the night fide of his {crotum, which fome of 
the furgeons of St. Thomas’s hofpital had 
told him was a water-rupture, and would 
have tapped: that he had alfo applied to feve- 
zal rupture-doétors, each of whom had fold 
hhim.a bandage, and fome of them had pre~ 
tended to cure him by medicines and applica- 

tions ; 


| 
ON THE HYDROCELE, &c. 309% 


tions; that finding no relief from z any of thefe, 
he had a few days before given an itinerant 
ftage-quack three guineas to cure him. That 
this operator laid Hh on his back, on a couch, . 
and lifting up the tumor, thruft an hb Gnere : 
into it, That no difcharge followed but blood. 
That it bled for near a quarter of an hour, and- 
then {topped upon his fainting away. ‘That 
from the time of this operation - (which was 
two days) he had been in extreme pain; and, * 
that his operator not coming to take any care: 
‘of him, his friends had brought him to the 
hofpital. He was immediately bled, had a- 
glyfter injected, and the{crotum was enveloped 
in a foft, warm poultice, and tied up in a 
bag trufs... When he had pafled a ftool, I or- 
dered him a grain of extract, thebaic. to be 
taken immediately, and repeated again at 
the diftance of fix or eight hours. Next day’ 
he was much the fame in every refpect;_ his 
pain was exceflive,. particularly in his back, 
and he had not clofed his eyes. I bled him 
again freely, (he had two ftools in the nightY 
aril gave him two grains of opium, and direc- 
tion to repeat one grain every fix hours until 
he got eafe and fleep. His ferotum was well 
fomented, and the cataplafm continued. Twe - 
i x3 days 
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days more were {pent in this manner, before) 
we obtained any remiffion of the fymptoms; 
when that was done, I pierced the anterior — 
part of the tumor, and drew off more than a. 
pint of bloody ferum.. The tefticle now ap- 
peared very much enlarged, and hardened; 
- but, by perfifting in oh antiphlogittic me-— 
thod, he at length got well. , 

I fuppofe the care will have as little rie 
as I have, that all this mifchief was produced 
by wounding the tefticle, or epididymis, . 


©" ALS TES OME. 


A youne fellow, who was waiter at a ta-. 
vern in the city, and who had for fome months 
paft laboured under a fucceflion of pocky 
fymptoms, had at laft a true venereal farco-. 
cele, with a {mall quantity of fluid in the va- 
ginal coat. | 

As he had feveral other venereal (artase ate 
then upon him, and his way of life fubjected. 
him to great irregularity, I advifed him to ob- 
tain leave to quit his place, and attend to his 
cure. This he did not chufe to comply with; 
and J heard no more of him till about a month. 

afterwards, 
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afterwards, when his matter defired me to 
call at his houfe. 

‘I found the lad in bed, with a high fever, 
and with his fcrotum {welled and tiflainesd to” 
a very great degree. He faid, that two days 
before he had met with an acquaintance, (a 
furgeon’s mate of a man of war) who told 
him, that his whole complaint was a water- 
rupture, and that for a bottle of claret he 
would cure him immediately. ‘That he had 
thrufta lancet deep into the lower part of the’ 
‘fwelling; that nothing followed but blood; 
that he had {pent foftie minutes in poking 
into it with a probe, in hopes of getting the 
water out, but ineffectually; but that he had 
been in racking pain ever fince. Phlebotomy, 
glyfters, opiates, febrifuge medicines, &c. 
were all employed, by which means his pain, 
fever, &c. were at length got the better of; 
but almoft the whole tefticle caft off in one 
large flough. | : 


Seesemeadiliaiatiintieineeeiines ios nincceeemeaminnmeie 
MEANS FOR A RADICAL CURE. 


Every other method of treating this kind 
of hydrocele, except the puncture, was either 
originally intended to obtain a Racieal cure; 

XA OTs 
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or, having been found to have been often, pros. 
ductive of fuch, has been, by different people, 
ranked fometimes among the palliative, fome- 

times among the aay means. sod 

In many oF the old writers are found direc 
tions for obtaining the cure of this difeafe: by. : 
the ufe of a Grane a cannula, a tent, a cauttics 
a ligature, an injection, or an incifion. 

Some of thefe are adopted or preferred by. 
one, and fome by another, according to, the 
theory which they entertained of the pn der, 
or to the benefits which they had {een ta 
have accidentally arifen from the ufe of the ~ 
faid means. 

' 'To reduce thefe under fome kind ae oe 
(which the manner of their being delivered to 
us, does in general not very eafily admit) we 
may fay, ae the feton, the tent, and the can- 
nula, were either originally meant to palliate 
a difeafe, of which. the old practitioners had 
very difagreeable apprehenfions; or that, they. 
were made ufe of upon a fuppofition that ‘the 
‘fluid contained in the *cyft was in itfelf 
noxious; or that the general habit of the pa- — 
tient was relieved, and many other diforders 
prevented by the faid humor falling, or being 
yee in that Hii, or from an opinion fiat’ 


the’ 
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the cure of it ought not, by any means to be 
haftily or rafhly attempted: that the cauttic, 
cautery, and ligature, were defigned to prevent 
the fuppofed defcent of the water from the 
abdomen into the {crotum: and, that the in- 
jection was calculated for the conftri€tion of 
a'fuppofed breach in lymphatic veffels. 

~ Some of thefe (happily for mankind) are 
‘now quite laid afide; the reafons for their ufe 
being found to be falfe and groundlefs: of this 
kind are the cautery, the ligature, and the in- 
jection. The water is now, by every body, 
who has made any inquiry into the matter, — 
known to be formed and collected in the part 
where it is found; and not to have fallen into: 
it from the belly: and, though an obftruétion 
in the lymphatic vefiels of the {permatic 
chord, may in fome degree prevent the regu-: 
lar and dué abforption of the fluid from, the: 
vaginal tunic, yet, no breach or rupture _ of; 
fuch veffels can ever produce the difeafe in, 
queftion : the extravafation, in fuch cafe, muft. 
be in another part; and may poffibly caufe a, 
hydrocele of theicellular kind, in the common, 
membrane of the fpermatic veflels, but. which 
can. never be found within thes tunica vagi-., 
ig k fe bine Ati bw oA ee 
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“The reafons originally given for the ufe of: 
the tent and the cannula, viz. the noxious 
quality of the fluid, and the neceflity of a 
cradual cure, are now alfo known and ae-) 
knowledged to be without foundation; and’ 
therefore though thefe methods, or methods 
like thefe, do ftill continue to be ufed, yet it 
is with another view, and upon other princi- 
ples: not with intention to lengthen the time 
of a cure, by making a gradual drain for the 
prevention of other diforders; but merely to 
abolifh the cavity of the tunica vaginalis, by 
having excited and maintained fuch a degree 
of inflammation and fuppuration, as {hall 
produce an union between that coat, and the 
albuginea teftis. 

This i is indeed the only rational end which 
can, by any of thefe means, be purfued: for 
the diforder being abfolutely local, and the - 
tunica vaginalis (the feat of it) moft com- 
monly fomewhat altered from its natural’ 
ftate, by having been diftended; unlefs the 
abforbent veflels can again be reftored to a 
capacity of doing their duty, (a circumftance 
which does not very often happen) the arte- 
ries will continue to exhale new ferum into | 
the cavity, and the hydrocele will ftill remain, 

or 
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or be renewed in a fhort time after each dif- 
charge. 

To obtain this end, two iad of means 
are propofed; in the ufe of one, it is intended, 
by means of a {mall wound, to excite fuch a 
degree of inflammation, as fhall occafion, or 
be followed by a total and abfolute cohefion 
of the tunica vaginalis with the tunica albu- 
ginea: in the other, a larger and more’ free: 
incifion is made; whereby the cavity of the 
former of thefe coats is converted into a hol- 
low or open fore, or ulcer, to be filled up by 
a new incarnation; or elfe, a part of the faid’ 
tunic being cut away, its power of again 
holding ye extravafated fluid is equally 9H 
vented. 

The firft, or union of. the two coats in con- 
fequence of inflammation, has fometimes: 
_ been found to follow the ufe of {uch means 
as were intended to procure only a temporary 
relief: it fometimes follows the fimple punc- 
‘ture with the trocar, or lancet; the ancient 
method of letting out the water, by a {mall 
incifion, frequently produced it’; and the 

feton, 


> This was by making, firft an incifion of fome lengths. 
through the fcrotum and dartos, fo as to lay the tunica vagi~ 
mi bare, and then by making a punéture in the latter. The. 
accounts 
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{eton, the tent, ahd the cannula, though ufed) 
for another purpofe, or at leaft for other rea~ 
fons, were found to be followed by it fo often, 
that they foon were ranked among the means 
for obtaining a radical cure *, 


They: 
accounts given by Brunus and Theodoric, are the fame as that 
of all the writers before them, and have been copied by many 
fince: ** Curatio ejus eft, utincidatur cutis tefticulorumfetione 
**ampla fecundum longitudinem ejus; dein perfora, et aqnam 
© extrahe.” 

Sy Many of the old writers have left us 8 dikeOtons for paffing 
the feton, and for introducing the tent, either of lint or fponge, 
and the cannula, either of alder, or of filver. . 

Gulielmus e Saliceto, having firft propofed the ufe of exter- 
nal applications, fays, ** Si hac vja non confumitur aqua, tunc 
«¢ perfora burfam, cum phlebotomo tuo acuto, & extrahe 
«* aquam, non fubito totam, fed partem; & pone in foramine 
* illo tentam lineam, vel ftuppeam, aut fpongiam; ut poffes 
' €€ de die in diem aquam extrahere: & nota, quod hujufmodi - 
«¢ zoritudo multoties recidivat; & fi fic, femper redeas ad 
<< perforationem antediftam: & vid ifta, et modo, perfects 
«< curabitur.” 

-Fabritius ab Aquapendente {peaks of Me tent as frequently 
ufed by him in the mixed cafe of hydrocele and farcocele, 
or difeafed tefticle; though by the account he gives of his fuc- 
cefs it is pretty clear that he ufed it in the hydrocele only, or 
when the tefticle was not really difeafed. His words are, ‘ Si 
«« carnofa fimul & aquofa fit hernia, ego talem adhibeo curam. 
“«« Seco cutem, & incifionem facio exiguam, & in loco po- 
«* tius altiori, quam in fundo; inde,. turunda impofita cum 
<* digeftivo, & pus movente medicamento procedo, neque, un- 
«quam totum pus extraho, fed pegs bonam ‘partent intus 

7 “s® yelinquo 
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They: were indeed, (as I have already: ob 
ferved) originally defigned to difcharge the 
water 


* \ 

# relingtid, quod fenfim carnem corrodat, & ita fanat.” t A 
adhefion of the vaginal coat with the albuginea, may be ‘the 
confequence of fich treatment of an hydrocéle, and confequently 
fuch patient may obtain a radical cure; ‘but whoever has feen 
any thing of the difeafe properly called a farcocele, will know, 
that it will very feldom bear fuch rough treatment. 

“This method of procuring a firm cure (by the tent) is men- 
tioned by Ruyfch: ‘* Sanari quidem valet id mali pertufo feroto, 
** ope inftrumenti touchart dicto, vel lanceola phlebotomica, ut 
¢ aqua vulnere exeat, fed cito plerumque recrudefcit malum. — 
#« Si autem curationem aggrederis aperiendo fcrotum 4 parte . 
* fuperiori ad latus, tamque vulnus turunda oblonga unguento 
«< rofaceo,’ ‘mercurio precipitato rubro inuntto oppleveris, 
‘« donec lenis inflammatio, eique fuccedens fupphratio parva, 
«© membranulas  ftillantes putrefecerit, papi eas: tenacdlo 
*¢ eduxeris,” &c. 

Profeflor Monro, ‘of Edinburgh, has sip ed a method of 
cure upon the fame principles but much better, and more likely 
to procure the one thing aimed: at, (the ‘lenis infammatio) 
as he employs» no. catheretic medicines. His words are, 
_ £¢ Confidering how readily contiguous inflamed parts grow te- 
a gether ; and how many inftances there ‘are, of people hay- 
“© ing a radical cure made of; this hydrocele, by inflamma- 
« ‘tions coming-on the part; it would feem no unreafonable 
“* practice, to endeavour a concretion of the two coatsiofthe 
** tefticle, when they are brought. contiguous, after letting out 
« the water through the cannula of a trocar, by artfully raifing 
*< a fufficient degree of inflammation. 

«© This to be fure muft be done cautiouily, and fo al the 
«© furgeon can reafonably expect to-be matter of the inflamma- 
| £6 tion ; and therefore the application of all i irritating medi- 

ties meee cines, 
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water gradually; and to continue fuch a drain 
from the parts where it had been collected, as 


«¢ cines, the operation of which he could not immediately 
«< ftop, or any fingle mechanical effort, the effect of which he 
** could not be fure of, are not to beemployed. 

«© Suppofe the cannula of the trocar was to be left in3 by 
«¢ the extremity of it rubbing againft the tefticle, an inlamma- 
*« tion might be artfully raifed; the caufe of which might be 
“© taken away as foon as the furgeon thought fit,” éc. 

Mepicau Essa¥s. 

This méthod, with fome fmall eat ah I have once or twice 
ufed with fuccefs. Being afraid of the pain which might be 
caufed by the extremity of the cannula rubbing againft the tu- 
nica albuginea, and the irritation in confequence thereof, I have 
left itin, but with a piece of bougie (whofe.length exceeded 
that of the cannula about a quarter or an eighth of an inch) 
within it, Of all the methods of ufing a tent, I think this ie 
the beft, as the cannula fecures its paflage into the cavity of 
the vaginal coat; which the collapfing of that tunic, and the 
loofe texture of the dartos, would otherwife render fomewhat 
difficult. But although I have once or twice {ucceeded in this 
manner, I have much oftener been fruftrated: fometimes it 
has proved abfolutely ineffeftual; and at others, I have feen it 
raife fuch a difturbance, as to render it neceffary to lay ‘the 
whole cavity open before a cure could be obtained. 

Of all the methods of obtaining a radical cure of an hydro- 
cele, by exciting inflammation within the tunica vaginalis, and 
thereby obtaining an adhefion between it and the albuginea, 
that by the feton is by much the beft; it is the leaft painful, the 
moft eafily managed, excites the leaft troublefome fymptoms, 
and is the moft frequently fuccefsful ; but, as I fhall have occa- 
-fion to fpeak of this hereafter, I fhall defer faying any more 
concerning it in this place. 


I - might 


' 
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might prevent any of the ill confequences ap 
ml el from the. removal of the local dif- 
order: but the inflammation, which {uper- 
vened fometimes, producing a cohefion of the 
facculus to the furface of the tefticle, what 
was originally calculated for,a palliative re- 
medy only, was by many adopted for a radi- 
cal one. 

If the event, and confequence flowing from 
thefe means, were as much in our power, as 
they have been faid to be; that is, if we could 
with any tolerable precifion or certainty deter- 
mine the degree of inflammation to be excited, 
and the effect of fuch inflammation on the 
vaginal coat, there would be no doubt of the 
utility of them; but this is far from being the 
cafe: for although it fometimes is fufficient 
for the purpofe wifhed for, and rifes no higher 
than juft to a degree equal to that purpofe, 
yet it alfo frequently happens, that either {uch 
degree and extent of it is not excited, or it 
ates much higher, and proves much more 
painful and fatiguing, than was promifed or 
intended; or (what I have feveral times feen) 
after a great deal of pain and confinement, a 

artial cohefion only has been the confequence, 
and the difeafe has ftill remained, notwith- 
| ? ftanding 
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ftanding all the patient’s and ouf trouble; 
Sometimes the pain, inflammation, and fymp- 
tomatic fever are but little; but on the other | 
hand, they are all three fometimes fo great as 
to become alarming, at leaft to a patient who 
has been taught to expeét a cure upon much 
more eafy terms. The whole fcrotum fome- _ 
times becomes exceflively inflamed, and after 
a good deal of pain and trouble, large deep 
floughs are produced, and the procefs becomes 
as irkfome as any of thofe, whofe event} 
(with regard-to a cure) is much more certain. 
If the inflammation be but flight; the pain, 
and tumefaction, moderate; the fymptomatic 
fever light; the fuppuration fmall; and an 
univerfal cohefion of the two membranes is 
produced; ‘the event is very fortunate, and a 
very troublefome complaint is thereby got rid 
of, upon very eafy terms. If the event proves © 
what I have mentioned in the fecond places - 
that is, if either the inflammation be confined - 
to the dartos, where it fometimes produces 
feveral fuperficial abfcefles (ofno confequence 
toward the curé of the difeafe;) or if it has 
been fo partial, as only to have occafioned the 
cohefion betweén the tunics of {mall compafs, 
the cavity:will not by this means be abolifhed, 
ey - nor 
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nor any thing like a radical cure be obtained ; 
confequently ‘tlic patient will have undergone 
all the fatigue, confinement, or pain, tee it 
more or lefs) for nothing. But if the inflam- 
mation rifes high, if the {crotum {wells con- 
fiderably, and large deep floughs are formed 
(as fometimes happens)’ the fymptoms, and 
the hazard, are then fully equal to what at-. 

end thofé more certain methods. Which 
of the three will be the event, no man can 
fay. Under the fame extertial appearances, 
different people are more or lefg liable to in- 
flammation, and fever. . The confinement of 
matter, in confequence of too {mall an open- 
ing, will in fome habits make {trange havock, 
in avery fhort-time;. and if a large opening 
and a plentiful fuppuration muft at laft be 
fubmitted to, the method by a large incifion 
at firft is preferable,+ as the cure 1s more cer- © 
tain, and the lofs of time lefs. Different cir- 
cumftances in the patient will render one 
method preferable to, and more likely to fuc- © 
ceed than another; but whenever a cure is 
attempted by any of the before-mentioned 
means, the uncertainty of the event fhould be 
| made known, and the patient be apprifed of 
Vor. II. re § what 
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what may fae either with regard to trou- 
ble or difappointment. | 

_ All. the. methods hitherto tale notice of, : 
are calculated to produce a perfeét, or radical | 
cure, without making a large wound, or bear- — 
ing the appearance of a chirurgical operation; 
thofe of which I am now to fpeak, are in- 
tended for the fame purpofe; but by mak- ‘ 
ing a large and free opening into the bag — 
contaiing the fluid, to render the accom — 
plifhment of fuch purpofe more certain. . a 

Thefe are called the cure by ‘caujflic, and 
the cure by ieifion. Vhe cure by cauttic is ~ 
calculated to fpare the terror which a cutting ~ 
inftrument always conveys; and, (as the pa-_ 
trons of it fay) to avoid the painful {ymp-~ i 
toms, and hazard, which frequently attend 
a large incifion in thefe parts. The method. © 
is this: a piece of the common pafte cauitic, 
rather lefs than a finger’s breadth, properly -( 
fecured.by platter, is feos the whole length — 
of the anterior part of the tumor, which wile ? 
neceflarily make an efchar of proportional fizew 
When this efchar either cafts off, or is di- 
vided, an opening of nearly the fame length: 
and breadth is thereby intended to be mace 


> toma 
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into the cavity of the tunica vaginalis teftis ; 
by which méeatis an opportunity is given to 
the fiirgeori to apply fuch dreflings to the in- 
fide of the faid tunic, as fhall, by the géneras 
tion of new flefh, fill up, and abolifh its ca- 
vity. The preference which fome pradtiti- 
Oners have given to this method before that 
by incifion,; has been upon a fuppofition that 
a circumiftance which very feldom happens, 
will moft frequently occur; I mean, thé pe- 
fietration of the cauftic though the vaginal 
tunic; containing the fluid. 

By this they hope to avoid the fymptoms 
which are fuppofed to be generally excited by 
the divifion of the faid'’bag by a cutting inftru- 
ment: I will not fay, that the cauftic never 
does this; but I muft fay, that I have very 
feldom feen it do fo. If the tumor be very 
large and full; the containing parts be very 
much on the {trefs; and the fkin and dartos. 
very thin; the cauftic may now and then pe- 
netrate through, to the vaginal coat: but this, _ 
whatever may be thought or pretended, very 
feldom happens; and when it does -not; the 
tunica vaginalis muft be divided in the fame 
ftate; and manner, as if no cauftic had been 
| ie All the difference between the two 
Yuva methods 
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methods. (cauftic and incifion) will then 
amount to this; that in the former, the {kin 
being ‘mortified, the patient 1s freed froma 
part of his apprehenfion atuts being cut; and 
: the furgeon, fancying that his efcharotic has. 
gone through the vaginal coat, will divide it, 
as a part of the efchar: but a more careful ex- 
amination of what'he is about, at the time of 
{uch operation, would generally convince the 
latter, that he divides the bag unaltered by the - 
cauftic; and the fymptoms which often at- 
tend this procefs, confirmit. It. has indeed 
been. propofed to divide the efchar made in 
the {kin, down to the furface of the tunica 
vaginalis, and then, by the application of a 
frefh cauftic, to make an efchar in’ that coat 


~ alfo. But whoever makes, or fubmits to this 


experiment,, will find that of. two evils he 
chufes the greater; and to avoid the pain of 
incifion, incurs a mtuch greater degree of it by — 
the repetition of the efcharotic.. The pain 
attending the firft application of the cauftic, 
is indeed to fome perfons but little; but in 
many it is fully equal to that of the knife, and 
mutt always be of much longer duration: if 
it does not penetrate the tunica vaginalis, that 
bag mutt be divided by a cutting inftrument 


(as 
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(as I have already {aid) in the fame ftate as if 
no cauftic had been applied;. which incifion is 
and muft be accompanied with the fame fymp- 
toms, (in the fame perfon) as in the operation 
by the knife only. Nor can we at all times 
confine the cauftic, fo as that it fhall not caufe 
a much larger fore than 1 is intended, or can be 
neceflary. | 

‘Upon the whole, the cure by cauftic, as it 
{pares the terror'and apprehenfion of a bloody 
operation by the knife, and as it requires no 
dexterity in the operator, may on thofe two 
accounts become preferable both to many pa- 
tients and furgeons ; yet whoever promifes to 
perform, or expects to receive a radical cure 
by cauftic, upon much eafier terms than by 
incifion, will moft frequently be difappointed ; 
that is, they will frequently find the fever, 
and inflammatory fymptoms full as high, and 
the fore full as painful in the one as in the: 
other; and confequently all their care and at-. 
tention to obviate mifchief, fullas neceflary. 
Neither is the acceffary confinement, in gene-_ 
ral, at all lefs in the one than in the ather. 

One of the methods made ufe of by the an-' 
cients; to let out the fluid from an hydrocele 
of the Sia coat was, (as I have already ob- 

Vey {erved) 
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ferved) by. making a pretty large divifion of 
- the ferotum and dartos, and having by that, 
means laid the tunic bare, to make/anopen- 
ing into that alfo, and thereby. difcharge. the; 
contents. [his method fometimes produced) 
a perfect cure in the firft inftance, but much 
more frequently produced only a. temporary, 
relief. If the opening made‘in the tunica-ya- 
ginalis was {mall, and united again immedi- 
atélia the bag filled agai. with water, and the 
difeafe deuienile bast if the orifice, inftead of, 
immediately uniting, became inflamed, ..or. 
floughy, fuch an adobe of that coat to the 
albuginea teftis fometimes followed, as caufed, 
an sLilicins of the cavity of the former, and 
-confequently a radical cure. Though this 
happened: now. and then, and the cure was. 
really accidental, yet, it furnifhed a hint for. 
attempting to obtain the fame.end, with a. 
much greater degree of certainty. This Was, 
by dicing. or laying open the whole cavity. 
or bag containing the water: and that, fome-. 
times, by a mere fimple divifion of it; fome- 
times, by the, total removal of forme ‘part 
of. it. 
. Paulus A2gineta;, Albucafis, Severinus,. and 
many others of the beft of the ancient writers, | 
g oe have } 
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have civen a particular aécount of this operation; 
and it has at all times been practifed by fome, 
though it has generally been decried, and 
dreaded. «In what manner, and with what 
caution it may have been executed, by thofe 
who had given fo bad an account of it, I know 
not; but by what I have’ feen of it, I am very 
confident that the ills’ attending it have been. 
much exaggerated; that; under proper cau- 
tions and SeRAC atid: it will be found to be 
practicable’ with perfed fafety 5 “and that: it 
ought by no means to be laid afide. Some 
writers of yery good character have appeared 
| very averfe to it, and have afcribed to it fuch’ 
{ymptoms! in general, as are indeed very alarm- 
ing; but ancas do not occur, unlefs the oper? 
_ ation be performed improperly, or on fubjects 
unfit for it. Ihave prattifed. it very often, 
and do not remember to have feen any ill ef- 
fects from it, more than two or three’ ‘times, 
Twould be very cautious how I advanced any: 
thing in a matter of this kind, which experi- 
ence would not vindicate, or by which others 
might be: mifled; but I have fo Often nade 
the experiment, and with fuch fuccels, that 
I cannot hefitate to affert, that under the ne- 
ceflary reftraints, regarding age, habit, ftate 
me. | * oS ee of 
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of the difeafe, &c. it is a very ufeful operation, | 
and may. be practifed with great propriety. I, 
may, perhaps, be thought to fpeak better of) 
it than it deferves: I.am not confcious. that] 
do; but I am much inclined to believe, that 
they, who appear fo averfe to it, have either 
practifed it on improper fubjeéts, and in im- 
proper. circumftances, or, having imbibed a 
prejudice. againft it, have been unneceffarily: 
alarmed at what wotld not in other cafes have 
alarmed them; .or, that not being {ufficiently 
apprehenfive and attentive, they pete fuffered 
their patients to get into circumftances of ha- 
zard, which are not juttly chargeable on the, 
operation, merely, and would not happen un- 
der more careful management. ith 
Advanced age, an apparently bad or cachec- 
tic habit,.a difpofition to anafarcous or leuco- 
phlegmatic .{wellings, an intemperate. life, 
the «cuftom . of. drinking {pirituous liquors, 
and any fuch general diforder in the conftitu- 
‘tion as is likely to increafe the fymptomatic 
fever, which, fuch an operation muft necefla- 
tily produce, are juft objections to it: any 
_ difeafe of the glandular part of the tefticle, its 
coats or veflels, an old irreducible hernia, a 
difeafed {tate of the urethra, proftrate. gland, 


or 
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or neck of the bladder, are (while they conti- 
nue) good reafons for not performing it: but, 
contideratis confiderandis, in young and heal- 
thy people, and in a recent ftate of the dif- 
eafe, this method of obtaining a radical cure 
1s. a very good, and a very practicable ‘one. 
The method of performing the operation is 
as follows: Having appointed an afliftant to 
grafp the upper part of the tumor, in order:ta 
render it tenfe below, a. puncture fhould be 
made in the lower and anterior part, through 
the {kin and vaginal coat. If the operator 
intends to finifh the incifion with a knife, he 
- fhould -make this punéture large enough to 
admit the end of his fore-finger; which he 
fhould introduce immediately, before the wa- 
ter is all difcharged, and the vaginal coat col- 
lapfed; and upon that finger fo introduced, 
he fhould continue his divifion of the whole 
length of the bag, and of the fcrotum which 
covers it. If he intends to ufe the probe-{cif- 
fors (a more tedious and a more painful me- 
thod) he may make his firft punéture with a 
-Jancet, and then introduce his {ciffors, Upon 
the firft divifion, the water rufhes out, and 
- the tumor fubfides; if the puncture be made 
{mall, a part of the flyid will infinuate itfelf 
into 


- 
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into the cells of the dartos, and by the immies’ 
‘diate collapfion of the vaginal coat, the opers’ 
ator will find fome difficulty in intr ducing 
either his finger or his inftrument. into’ the 
orifice made in it; if he does not do this, he 
willsdivide only the fkin and dartos, and the 
patient muft undergo a fecond incifion, for 
the divifion of the cyft; all which inconveni- 
ence may be avoided, by making the firft 
opening large enough for the introduction of 
the finger ; Fen widicie that is in, all the re{t 
is, upon that, very. eafily executed?) 

When the vaginal tunic 1s aivieeai and the 
fluid thereby difcharged, the tefticle, covered 
only by its tunica albuginea, comes into view ; 
and if the incifion was either begun, or conti- 
nued' very low, it generally thrufts itfelf out 

4 Some praétitioners, terrified at the accounts whieh they 
have received of the operation, and yet being defirous of pro- 
ducing a radical cure inthis manner, have thought that they 
might leffen the hazard, by reducing the fize of the incifion ; 
and, therefore make a very {mall one: but whoever depends. 
upon this, will find himfelf miftaken. An isicifion made one 
fourth-of the length of the fac-will be attended with all the 


trouble and hazard, which follow one of two thirds; ‘with this 


additional inconvenience, that the former will very often prove 
ineffectual at laf. 


‘from 
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from the ion This fhould be gently re+ 
placed; and if the vaginal coat is not much 
thickened by having “eh long diftended, no- 
thing more need bé done, than to lay a {mall 
quantity of fine lint* into its cayity ; and then . 
covering the wound with a large pledget and: 
a foft boliter, tie the {crotum up in a fufpen-. 
_fory bag. This operation, if properly per- 
formed, may be executed.in a very few fe+ 
conds: it requires no other.violence, than the 
mere divifion of the parts; and if this. divi-. 
fion be made with a knife, rather than {ciffors, 
it will require much lefs time, and caufe 
much lefs pain, 

The membranous {tructure:of the parts on: 
which this wound is inflicted;. their continu-, 
ation from the peritoneum ; and the great irri-, 
tability of fome of thofe which are neceflarily 
laid bare, and put under a neceflity of receiv- 
ing dreflings, muft occafion pain, and {ymp- 
tomatic fever: this it is the bufinefs of art. 
to moderate and relieve; phlebotomy, lenient 
aperitives, febrifuges, and opiates, will there-, 


® By no means to fill, or diftend it, or to make any preffure 
on the tefticle; whofe tunica albuginea, 3 1s very irritable, as. 
well 2 as acutely fenfible. | 


fore 
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fére become necéeffary. But~in this cafe, as 
in many others, it will generally be found 
-much more eafy to prevent bad fymptoms, 


than to remove them, when they have been © 
permitted toattain a confiderable height. The 


operation is, or ought to ‘be, confined to the 
young and the healthy, in whom inflamma- 
tory fymptoms are moft likely to occur; but 


(I believe I may venture to fay) towhom we 


have more efficacious remedies to apply in 


fuch diforders, than can be ufed to people of 
a different hla and in different eircum-~ 


ftances. ita 
The general induration of all the parts about, 
the thick tumid Jips of the incifion, and the 


general inflammatory enlargement of the fero- — 


tum, have for the firft four or five days a dif- 
acreeable appearance; and may, if negleéted 
or mif-treated, prove very troublefome or 
even hazardous: and the kind of difcharge, 


which during that time is made’(a thin difco-- 
loured beet: feems very unequal to the re- 
duction of fo much tumefaction; but’ when © 


the febrile fymptoms are appeafed, and a 


kindly fuppuration begun, let ‘the furgeon ~ 


have patience, and not by an over-officioufnefs, 
or by improper dreflings, interrupt Nature 
I in 
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in what) fhe is about; let him, by warm :fo- 
mentations, keep the parts clean and perfpir= 
able; let him drefs the wound with a {mall. 
quantity of foft, eafy, digeftive applications; 
and covering the whole {crotum ‘ with a foft, 
warm poultice, fufpend it ina proper bag; 
and he will, in general, foon fee a favourable 
change in all the appearances: he will fee the 
inflammation difappear, the tumor refolve, 
and all the tumefaction in due time fubfide. 
But if he neglects thefe general cautions, and, 
under a notion of aflifting digeftion, goes to 
work with precipitate, and other irritating 
dreffings, the face of things will not be fo 
agreeable; the tumor will not fubfide, and he 
will continue, or rather create, a painful, un- 
digefted fore, with all its confequences; but, 
fer which, he only is accountable®. 
| In 
£ The impalpable farina feminis lini, put into boiling water, 
with a proper quantity of ung. fambue. frefh butter, or lard, is 
the eafieft made, and is the neateft, fofteft, fmootheft, and molt 
relaxing application of the kind; has nothing offenfive in its fla~ 
_ vour; nor is it, like moft other cataplafms, likely to excite a 
herpes. | | 
& The great hardnefs which almoft always attends inflamma- 
_ tions of thefe parts, has (I fuppofe) been the reafon, why fo 
many writers have advifed, and fo many practitioners ftill ufe 
_“ fuch applications, as (though really efcharotics) are called dif- 


folvers of induration, and removers of obftruction. i 
I would 
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In about fix weeks, the fcrotum is generally | 

reduced to nearly its natural fize; and wher 
the 


I would be very cautious; how I made objection to what fo 
many have recommended; and, in a matter of mere f{peculation; 
would rather doubt my own judgment, than that of fome others: 
but this is a fa&t, of which I have too often been convinced; to be 
miftaken; and, therefore, I cannot help faying, that it appears to 
me, that all applications of this kind, even the mildeft of them; 
(the red precipitate) are generally very improperly ufed; that 
they give unneceflary pains and retard, what they are ufed with 
defign to expedite. 

Inflammatory hardnefs and dacietaetiontt is not peculiar to the 
{crotum, upon its being wounded: it is common to dll parts of 
fimilar ftructure; that is; the adipofe and cellular merhbrane all 

over the body. 

When fuch parts are irritated by a large wound, they cannot 
tefift a fudden influx; the confequence of which mutt, for a time; 
be obftruétion, induration; and {welling : but, one moment’s re- 
fleCtion on the natural ftructure and ftate of thefe parts, before 
fuch wound was inflifted, or fuch irritation excited, will prove 
that eafe, relaxation, and free fuppuration, muft be the intentions 
proper to be purfued; and that every application, which either 
ftimulates, gives pain; or cdrsosiess muft pervert and counteract 
fuch intentions. | 

The breafts of women, the axilla of both fexes, the parts fur- 
rounding the inteftinum rectum, the cellular membrane in the pe- 
“rinzum, under the integuments of the penis; and in feveral othet 
parts of the body, are liable to this kind of alteration, when in- 
jured; but this induration is very unlike to a glandular one, and 
requires very different treatment. In the latter, a deftrution of 
parts isfometimes neceflary, and efcharotic medicines may there- 
fore be required: but in the former, mere relaxation is all that is 
wanted: whatever gives eafe, and appeafes’ the inflammatory 

tenfions 
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the wound is quite healed, the cicatrix is a 
mere line;.correfpondent to the original inci- 
‘fion ; 


tenfion, will beft produce thatter, and anfwer the purpofe which 
- ought to be aimed at. 

The moft convincing proof of the truth of this doctrine; may 
be drawn from that cafe, which, of all thofe which affe& this kind 
of membrane, is generally the moft troublefome; I mean the fif- 
tule in perineo. In thefe the induration and enlargements of 
the parts is fometimes fo great, as to be very alarming ; hard, cal- 
lous excrefcences ; deep and long finufes, with fmallorifices; con- 
_ flant pain and irritation, from the lodgment of matter and urine ; 

a fymptomatic fever of the heétic kind; anda difficulty either of 
retaining the urine within, or expelling it from the bladder, make 
a part of the moft frequent charatteriftics of thisdifeafe: and yet, 
even thefe cafes, terrible as they are, do frequently admit relief, 
and are fometimes even cured, without any deftruction of parts, 
or the ufe of any one efcharotic application: a free divifion of all 
the hollow and hard parts-; the application of foft, eafy digeftives, 
and of awarm,relaxing poultice; a total abitinence from all fuch 
external remedies, as corrode or irritate ; and all fuch internat 
Ones, as under the title of deobftruents, increafe the velocity of 
the circulation, and wafte the patient’s ftrength, by watching, 
purging, and fweating; and an eafy and gradual diftention of the’ 
urethra, by a fimple zxmedicated bougie ; will, in fome inftances, 
- indeed, in all, where any good can be doné at all) remove moft 
of thefe difagreeable circumftances and appearances: in which 
cafes, a kindly fuppuration will be afforded by all the divided 
parts; a florid, well-conditioned incarnation will be the confe- 
quence ; the cicatrix will be fmall, foft, and moveable, and very 
unlike to what miuft follow from the ufe of catheretic ae 
gations. 

This‘is-really a matter of much greatet general importance, 
than-it is fappofed to be: the fymptomatic fevers, which aré 
Bows either 


8 
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fion; which is a circumftance of more confe-_ 
quence to the patient, | than is imagined; efpe- 


cially 


either produced or maintained by the injudicious application of 
. painful dreflings, are inuch more frequent than they are thought 
to be: not to mention the lofs of time which they muft always 
caufe, and the very difagreeable deformities they often occafion. 

The furgery of moft of our forefathers was coarfe and rough; 
and many of the practitioners affected a kind of brutal, unfeel- 
ing rufticity. 'The old maxim, ‘¢ Dolor medicina doloris,” was 
fo generally received, that the furgeon almoft forgot his pa- 
tient’s fenfation; and the common people thought they were ne- 
glected, if they were not tortured. Lord Bacon’s moft excellent 
advice, ** inveniendum quid natura ferat aut faciat,” was but 
half remembered; they tried very {ufficiently what Nature would 
bear, but very feldom had patience to know what fhe could do. 
Under a miftaken notion of going to the bottom of wounds and 
abfceffes, and of diffolving indurations, they crammed and dif- 
tended the cavities, and corroded and irritated their fides, till a 
train of bad’ fymptoms were often excited, which the original 
difeafe had no fhare in the produétion of. 

That this is no exaggeration, let their works teftify; and that 
fomething of this kindis ftill too much in ufe, is too well known. 
All dreffings are in fa&t extraneous bodies ; and when they either 
confift of fuch materials as give pain, and excite irritation, or are 
crammed in with injudicious violence, they are foreign bodies, 
with other mifchievous qualities annexed. Where deftruction. 
of parts is neceflary, the fooner it is executed the better, and the 
neceflary pain muift be complied with ; but in the application of 


dreffings to the infide of abfceffes, to hollows made by the re- 


moval of difeafed.parts, to large fores attended with hardnefs — 
and inflammation of the common membrane: in fhort, wherever 
mere fuppuration is required, they cannot be too light, foft, and 
_eafy: all that we € have to do, is not to obftruct Nature in the exe- 
| ' cution 
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cially if he be anere to get his bread by 
labour. 
_ Ifthe tunica eee containing the water, 
by long or frequent diftention, or from any 
other caufe, is become thick and hard, and 
cannot therefore contra& itfelf, or be con~ 
tracted, upon. the evacuation of the fluid; it. 
will contribute confiderably to the thicknefs 
of the lips of the wound, as well as to their 
hardnefs, pain, and difficulty of digeftion. In 
this cafe, the beft way is to remove a part of 
it, on each fide, at the time of the operation. 
The cellular ftru€ture of the dartos eafily ad- 
mits this to be done; and when thefe fides are 
thus taken away, the lips of the wound confit 
only of the common integuments. A knife 
will do this with much more eafe and expe- ~ 


cution of thofe offices, to which fhe is gerierally fully equal; in 
_ which we can lend her no affiftance beyond removing impedi- 
ments out of her way. In the particular cafe of the divided tu- 
nica vaginalis; that degree of thicknefs and hardnefs, which it 
fometimes acquires by long diftention, is urged as a reafon fog * 
the ufe of cauftic applications: but this is a method of reafoning 
to which I cannot agree, having often experienced the contrary. 
‘That membrane, like all other's of the exanguious kind, is diff 
; cult and flow of digeftion, efpecially if altered by difeafe; but © 
that it will in time become floughy, digeft, and yielda kindly fup- 
puration and incarnation, by the mere ufe of fimple, eafy appli- 
‘cations, and without that of any efcharotic (not even the red pre- 
cipitate) I have often and often experienced, 
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dition than any other inftrument whatever. 
The method propofed by the late Mr. Dou- 
glafs, of doing it by repeated {nips of the 
probe-fciflors, i is operofe, unhandy, and unne- 
ceflarily painful and tedious: nor is the cut- 
‘ting away an oval piece of the fcrotum, as ad- 
He by that gentleman and fome others, at 
_ all neceffary: on the contrary, the more loofe 
that part of the fcrotum is, which is to cover 
the tefticle, (now deprived of its vaginal coat) 
- the better; as it will be more capable of cor- 
rugation. 

With thefe cautions, and wie the proper 
reftrictions already mentioned, this method of 
obtaining a radical cure is very practicable. 
That it is fometimes accompanied by trouble- 
-fome fymptoms, is beyond all doubt; and fo 
is the method by cauftic. I cannot fay, that 
T have never feen it prove fatal; nor can that 
be faid of any operation of confequence.. Much 
_ depends on the choice of a proper fubje&, and 
the obfervance of the neceflary means and 
calitions': without which, both this, and the — 
ufe of the cauftic, will always be Bebra 
and fomeétimes hazardous. | 
- Before I finifh the account of. this method 
2 ef cure, I would re the liberty of mention- 
‘ing : 


s 
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sing one circumftance more, which appears to 


me to be of confequence. When the quantity 


-of fluid is large, and the fcrotum and tunic 
emuch on the ftretch, I think it is better to 


difcharge the water by mere puncture; and - 


-not to perform the operation for the radical 
“cure, until a frefh accumulation has again mo- 


derately diftended it. ‘The inflammation ne- 


-ceflarily confequent upon the divifion of thefe 
parts, juft after they have been fo much on 


the ftretch, and fo fuddenly let loofe, may be, 
(and I think I might fay, that I have feen it 
prove) productive of worfe fymptoms, and a 
higher degree of fever and tumefaction, than - 


sufually occurs, when the fame parts are di- 


vided in a lefs diftended ftate. 


This method of obtaining a radical cure oe 


-incifion, of which I have given the faireft and 


moft impartial account in my power, mutt 


always be confidered as a matter of choice, 


and never can be an operation of neceflity; 
that is, they who are afflicted with the dif- 
eafe, for whofe cure it is calculated, will al- 


ways have it in their power to be temporarily 
relieved by the palliative means, or may make 
_ trial of any of the above-mentioned lefs cer- 


tain attempts, without, incurring any, or 18 
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very fmall degree of hazard. Now as this 
method can never be faid to be totally and ab- 
folutely void’ of fome danger; as it bears the 
appearance of an operation of fome feverity ; 


and ‘as it muft always be voluntarily and deli- 7 
berately fubmitted to, without any real ‘ne-— 


-ceffity from the circumftances of the difeafe ; 


in other words, as it mutt be chofen by the 


patient, merely to avoid the trouble and in- 
conveniences attending the diforder, and not 
neceflarily applied to, as fome other oper- 
ations are, to fave or preferve life, it does not 
often happen that we are called UBSHy to 
practife it >. ; 
elt at se. be 
b The method of cure of the hydrocele by incifion, which 


~ Mr. Pott has here fo fully defcribed, he did not perform during 
the laft 20 years of his life, on the contrary, in every converfa- 


. tion, public and private, reprefented 1 it.asa fevere and unnecef- __ 


fary operation; during which time it has not been performed at 
St. Bartholomew’s hofpital; before that period it was the ue 
Raa 


As this difeafe has of late been the fubjeé& of fo much difqui- — 
“eke and fo many improvements have taken place in thetreat- ~ 


ment of it, I had entertained hopes that the operations by inci- 


 fion and excifion, woald have been wholly laid afide, as I muft 


. confefs they, always appeared to me, painful in the execution, 
and productive. of great and dangerous inflammation, often 
caufing a fever which put the life of the patient in confiderable 
“hazard, , Mr. Cheffelden, who was by no means a titnid oper- 
: ator, 


/ 
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~'The number of people labouring daiey this 

difeafe, and who come within the fooves men- 
tioned neceflary reftraints, from age, habit, 
manner of living, date of the complaint, 
thicknefs of fac,. 8c. &c. &c. is great... And. 
that of thofe, who either have an infuperable. 
dread of an operation, or are fo-circumftanced 
or connected in life, as to make any fuch de-: 
gree of danger highly improper to be volun-. 
tarily incurred, is {till greater:. fo that by far 
the majority of thofe no are afflicted) with 
- the diforder, are obliged (however: irkfome it 
may be, or however didi biel it may prove’ 
to them) to carry it through their life, feeking 
relief now and then from the palliative re- 
medy of tapping. This renders it, to the ac- 
tive and to the laborious, a complaint of more 
confequence than is generally imagined. 

“From thefe confiderations, I hits often 
_ been induced to think ferioufly on the fubje@y 
and to make many experiments ; ‘tthe refult 
of which, when likely to prove at all ufeful 
to mankind, or creditable to the art of fur- 


ator, fpeaking of the cure of the hydrocele by incifion, fays, 
«« This I have done, and feen done feveral times, but: never 
“6 thought the cure worth the trouble and pore ‘the patient un-. 
fs derwent, 7 RELA Ls OOF ay Rabe ud | 
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gery, I fhall always think myfelf obliged to 
commiunicate. . 
Every practicable method, propofed. by the. 
ancients, I have tried; and have found them. 
in general painful, fatiguing, hazardous, or — 
inefficacious. | 
» The tent, whether of lint or fponge, is: 
fubject to great objections, both in its firft ap- 
plication, and its future neceflary continuance, 
The cellular ftruGure of the dartos, and the 
loofe conneétion between the fkin and tunica 
vaginalis, renders its introduétion (unlefs a 
cannula be ufed) fometimes difficult. When 
im, great care muft be taken to keep it there 
for fome time, or the effect intended (anin- 
flammation.of the vaginal coat and albuginea) 
cannot be obtained; and the means made ufe 
of for its diftention, as well as the nature of — 
the tent itfelf (efpecially if made of fponge) _ 
prove frequently very fatiguing, not to fay 
mifchievous, by the irritation and the necef- 
fary confinement of the matter. And, after, 
all, I have feveral times feen it produce only.a 
partial cohefion; and that fo {mall an one, as 
to prove no cure at all, nor at all prevent the 
future accumulation of water, or the neceflity 
of frequent tapping, o © vgs 
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_ Thecannula,when ufed for the fame purpofe 
inftead of a tent, is indeed eafily introduced ; 
and when.in, does not confine the matter: 
but then its hardnefs, inflexibility, and thin 
‘edge, and the abfolute impoflibility of direé&- 
ing or managing it in the frequent and necef- 
{ary motions or the patient, though confined 
to his bed, render it a very unpleafant and. 
troublefome gue{t within the tunica vaginalis; 
and if, to seit this. inconvenience, a piece of - 
bougie be kept within it, this, while it is there, 
_ confines what ought to be difcharged. 
The point to be aimed at is, to excite fuch 
a degree of inflammation, both in the tunica 
vaginalis and tunica albuginea, as fhall occa- 
fion a general and perfect cohefion between 
them: and this, if poffible, without the pro- 
duction of flough or abfcefs; without the 
hazard of gangrene, and without that degree _ 
of fymptomatic fever which now and ther 
attends both the cauftic and, the incifion: ; and 
which, when it does happen, is fo alarming 
‘both to patient and furgcon. 

Thefe ends I have frequently obtained, by 
the ufe of a feton. It is a method of cure 
‘mentioned by Aquapendens, as ufed by Guido, 
and others before him; (though their procefs 
Z wat 
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was fomewhat different from mine). J have 3 
feveral times tried it on fubjects of very dif-— 


ferent ages, fome of them more than ‘fifty 


years old.« It requires confinement to bed ; 
only for a few days; after which, the patient 


may lay on a couch to the end of the attend- 
ance; which is generally finifhed in about 


three weeks, or a month at the fartheft: and, — 
during all that time, no other procefs or regi- 


men is neceflary, than what an inflammation 


of the fame part: from any other caufe (for 


example, a hernia humoralis) would require, 
But for a more particular account of this I 
muft refer the reader to the traé&t on this fub- 


—jec&, which he will find at the end of the — 


prefent. 
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THE HEMATOCELE, OR TUMOR FROM 


BLOOD, 


Turis is a {welling of the fcrotum, or of the — 


{permatic procefs, proceeding from, or caufed 
by blood; and, though fpoken of by writers 
ov | | : é 


as 
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as one fimple difeafe, is liable to fo confiderable 


- variety, both with regard to nature and fitua- 


tion, as to admit, or even require, being di- 
vided into feveral kinds.  ~ 
~ Such diftin@tion of the different kinds of 
heematocele, though not ufually made, is‘ab- 
folutely neceflary toward rightly underftand- 
ing the difeafe; the general idea or conception 
of which, appears to me to be fomewhat erro- 
neous, and to have produced a proenoftic 
which is ill-founded, and hafty. According 
to my conception and experience in this mat- 
ter, the difeafe, properly called hamatocele, 
is of four kinds; two of which have their feat 
within the tunica vaginalis teftis; one within, | 
- the albuginea ; and the fourth in the tunica 
communis, or common cellular membrane, 
invefting the {permatic veffels. 
Tn pafling an inftrument, in order to let 
out the water from an hydrocele of the yagi- 
nal coat, a veffel is fometimes wounded ; , which 
is of fuch fize, as to tinge the fluid pretty 
deeply at the time of its running out: the 
orifice becoming clofe, when the water is all 
difcharged, and a plafter being applied, the 
blood cones to flow from thence, but infinu-, 
ates itfelf partly into the'cavity of the vaginal 
coat, 
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coat, and partly into the cells of the dartoss 
making, fometimes, in the fpace of a few) 
hours, a tumor nearly equal in fize to the, 
original hydrocele. This is one {pecies. | 

It fometimes happens, in tapping an hydro-: 
cele, that although the: fluid difcharged. by 
that operation be perfectly clear and limpid, 
yet, in a very fhort {pace of time, (fometimes 
ina few hours) the fcrotum becomes as large 
as it was.before, and palpably:as full of a fluid. 
If a new puncture be now made, thedifcharge — 
inftead of being limpid) (as before) is. now, 
either pure blood, or very. bloody. ‘This is, 
another {pecies; but, like the preceding, con- 
fined to the tunica vaginalis. 

The whole vafcular compages of the tefti- 
- cle is fometimes very much enlarged, and at 
the fame time rendered {fo lax anc loofe, that . 
the tumor produced thereby has, to the fingers 
of an examiner, very much the appearance 
of a {welling compofed of a mere fluid, fup- 
poted to be pein ides thick or vifcid. This 
js in fome meafurea deception; but not totally 
fo: the greater part of the tumefaction is 
caufed by “the loofened texture of the teftis; 
but there is very frequently a quantity of ex- 
travafated blood ally. : 

te | 
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If this be fuppofed to be an hydrocele, and. 
pierced, the difcharge will be mere blood, 
This is a third kind és hezematocele ; and very 
different, in all its circumftances, from the. 
two preceding: the fluid is fhed from the 
veffels of the glandular part of the tefticle, 
and contained within the tunica albuginea. 

_ The fourth confifts in a rupture of, and an 
effufion of blood from, a branch of the fper- 
matic vein, in its paflage from the groin to 
the tefticle. In which cafe, the eaten 
is made into the tunica communis, or cellular 
membrane invefting the fpermatic veflels. 
Each of thefe four, I have feen fo diftiné- 
ly, and perfely, that I have not the {malleft 
- doubt concerning their exiftence, and of their 
_ difference from each other, _ . { 

_ The tunica vaginalis teftis, in a natural and 

healthy ftate, 1s a membrane, which, although 

firm, is of no great thicknefs; it is white, or 

rather of a mi at white colour; and its blood- 

veflels are (in a healthy ftate) no more appa~ 

‘rent to the eye, than are thofe of the tunica 
albuginea: but when it has been long or 

much diftended, it thereby becomes thick, 
and tough ; and the veflels (efpecially thofe 
of its inner furface) are. fometimes fo large, 

3 2s 


qq), 0%, ohitr RE bets 
as to be very vifible, ‘and “even ‘vaticous. “If 
one of thefe lies in the way of the inftrument,' 
wherewith the palliative cure is ‘performed, 
it is fometimes wounded: ih which cafe, as 
I have already obferved,: the firft part of the’ 
ferum which is paps a) is weg hes eee 
tinged with blood. ~~ 

Lap the collapfion of be eet and 
of the empty bag, this kind of hemorrhage’ 


generally ceafes, and nothing more comes of: 


it. But it fomeétimes happens, either from’ 
the toughnefs of the tunic, or from: the vari-' 
cous fate of the veflel, that the’ wound (efpe-' 
cially if made by.a Jancet) does’ not immedi- 


ately unite; but continues to difcharge’ blood 


into the cavity of the {aid tunic, mari pro- 
ducing a new paris, and a frefh bstid of 
operation. Pee ae tae Yate 

“This is what T have'taken ‘the liberty to call 
the firft {pecies | of hamatocele, ' ‘and plainly 
and evidently confifts: in a wound of a veflel 
of the vaginal tunic. 


Upon rhe fudden difchar ge of the ‘fluid, 


from the bag of an over Prdech ea hydrocele, 


and thereby removing <all counter-préffure” 


againft the fides of he veflels, fome’ of which 
are specu vari¢ous, one of them Will, fome- 
times, 


/ 


-. 


' 
é 
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times, without having been wounded, burft. 
If the quantity of blood fhed from the veflel 
fo burft be fmall, it is foon’ abforbed’ again, 
and, creating no trouble,’ the, thing is not 
known*. But if the quantity be dibnfiddisiile: 
it, like the preceding, occafions a new tumor, 
and calls for a repetition of the operation. 
This I call the fecond fpecies: which, like 
the firft, belongs entirely to the vaginal coat, 
and has no concern either with the tefticle, 
or with the fpermatic veflels.’' In both, the 
bag which was fall of water, becomes in a 
fhort {pace of time diftended with blood ; 
which blood, if not carried off by abforption, 
mutt be difcharged by opening the containing 
cyft: but in neither of thefé can caftration 
(though faid to be the only remedy) be ever 


2 From this caufe it very often happens, that the laft run- 
ning (if I may ufe the phrafe) of the water from an hydrocele, 
is bloody (all the former part having been perfeétly. clear) ; 
and from hence it is, that a bloody difcharge may almoft al- 

ways be produced upon the fame occafion, by prefling and 

handling the fcrotum. They, who would fee a very ingenious’ 

account of this kind of hematocele, and a very probable appli- 

cation of the fame principle, for the folution of fome other ap- 

We pearances in difeafes, may find it in the pratt tite from + 
_ profeffor Monro, the father, fe Leu 


neceflary : 
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neceflary: the mere divifion of the facculus *, 
and the application of dry lint to its infide, 
will, in general, if not always, reftrain the 
hemorrhage, and anfwer every purpofe, for 
which fo fevere a remedy has been prefcribed. 
The other two are indeed of more confe- 
quence; they intereft either the tefticle irfelf, 
or the veffels by which it is fupplied with 
blood, and rendered capable of executing its 


> It may indeed happen, that the blood of the patient may be 
in fuch ftate,.as to be incapable of coagulation :. in which cafe,’ 
the hemorrhage will continue from the infide of the fac, al- 
though it be laid open; and alfo from all the divided parts. 
This circumftance, though a very hazardous one, cannot. De 
« forefeen; nor do I know, in this ftate of thej juices, what bene- 
- §t-can arife from the, removal of the tefticle: for the hemor- 
rhage will certainly be continued, from all parts of the wound 
neceflary in fuch operation, upon the fame principle, and for 
the fame reafon that it could not be reftrained from the in- 
fide of the fac. Such an indifpofition of blood is often, in 
cacheétic habits, the caufe of very troublefome and fatal 
‘hemorrhages, at fome diftance of time from amputation, as 
well as immediately. If this want of an agglutinant quality 
_in the blood is not corredted, or is not capable of corretion, 
it generally goes hard with the patient, let the operation be 
what or where it may:. for it is not merely the fuppreffion 
_ of the bleeding that is required; the fame ill quality of blood 
will prevent fuppuration, produce bloody, fanious gleeting, 
gangrene and mortification. ‘This is an evil, of which every 
practitioner muft have feen fo many sp that it is need- 
“dels. to ae pipagce particular ones. 

faite - ; 
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office; and are fometimes not curable, but by 
removal of the part. 

One of thefe is feated within the tunica.al- 
buginea of the tefticle; the other in the tunica 
communis of its veffels: they are neither of 
them very frequent; but when they do hap- 
pen, they call for all our attention. 

If blood be extravafated within the tunica 
albuginea, or proper coat of the tefticle, in 
confequence of a great relaxation, and (as it 
were) diffolution of part of the vafcular com- | 
_ pages of that gland; and the quantity be confi- 
derable, it will afford or produce a fluctuation, 
to the hand of an examiner, very like to that 
of an hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis; allow- 
“ing fomething for the different denfity of the 
aaesrent niids. and the greater depth of the 
former from the furface. 

Tf this be miftaken for a fimple hydrocele, 
and an opening be made, the difcharge will be | 
‘blood; not fluid, or very thin; not like to 
‘blood circulating through its proper veffels; 
“but dark, and dufky in colour, and nearly of 
‘the confiftence of thin chocolate (like to what 
1s moft frequently found in the imperforate 
vagina.) The quantity: difcharged will be 
much {maller than was ‘expedted from the 

fize 
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fize of the tumor; which fize will not be cons. 
fiderably diminithed. When this fmall quan- 
tity of blood has been fo drawn off,.the tefti- e 
cle will, upon examination, be found to be 
much larger than it ought to be; as well as 
much more loofe and Habba inftead of that 
roundnefs and refiftance arifing from an healthy | 
ftate of the gland, within its firm ftrong coat 
it is foft, and capable of being comprefied 
almoft flat, and that generally without any of © 


that pain and uneafinefs, which always attend 


the compreffion of a found tefticle. If the 
bleeding ceafes upon the withdrawing the 
cannula-(fu ppofing a trocar to have been tiled) : 
and the puncture clofes, a frefh accumulation 
of the fame kind of fluid is foon made, and 
the fame degree of tumefaétion is produced, 
as ‘before the operation: if the orifice does not 
clofe, the haemorrhage continues, and » very 
foon becomes alarming. 

In the two preceding fpecies, ‘ae! blood 
comes from the tunica vaginalis, the teftis it- 
felf being fafe, and unconcerned 5 and the re- 6 
amedy 1s ‘Soult by opening the cavity. of. the | 
faid tunic: but in this, the haemorrhage comes 
from the fubftance of the tefticle; fol the 


convolutions of the {permatic artery, within 
the 
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_ the tunica albuginea: the divifion of the vagi- 
nal coat can here do no good; and an incifion 
made into the albuginea can only inereafe the 
mifchief: the tefticle is {poiled, or rendered 
ufelefs, by that kind of alteration made in it, 
previous to the extravafations and caftration 
is the only cure, which a-patient in fuch siti 
cumftances can depend upon: hel 
The laft {pecies of this difeafe arifes hia a 
burfting of a branch of the {permatic vein; 
between thé groin and fcrotum, in what is 
generally known by the name of the {perma- 
tic procefs. This, which is generally pro- 
duced by great or fudden exertions of ftrength, 
feats of agility, &c. may: happen to perfons in 
the beft health; whofe blood and juices are. in 
the beft order, and whofe genital porte are free 
_ from blemifh or difeafe. | 413! 
‘The effufion, or extravafation, is made into . 
- the cellular membrane, which invefts and en« 
velopes the {permatic veffels, and has fomes 
thing the appearance of a true hernia. When 
the eafe is clear, and the extravafated blood 
does not give way to difcutient applications, 
the only remedy is to lay the tumor fairly . 
open, through its whole length. If the veffel 
or breach be fmall, the hemorrhage may be 
~ Vor. II. Aa _ reftrained 
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réftrained by mere compreffion with dry lint, — 
or by the ufe of ftyptics; but if it-be large, 
and thefe means do not fucceed, the ligature 
muft be made ufe of. If the bleeding branch _ 
can be tied fingly, the tefticle may be pre+ 
ferved; if at cahnot, and the whole {permatic 
procefs mutt be’ included, it is:unneceflary to 
add, that the tefticle muft be removeds. = :/> 
G MOT ewe “tity aeld Yo i el sa 
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AUEAD THY man; about thirty years old, . 
defired ‘thé to let out’ the water froman hy 
drovele; which ‘operation, he:faid, had, for 
fome time paft; been performed upon him, — 
twice a year, by the late Mrs Bell, of Red+ 
Jion-{quare’s and he defired alfo, that I would — 
do it witha lancet. Tet outmear a pint, the — 
firft part’ of which was deeply tinged with 
blood;: but as it ran, it bécame ‘clearer and 
clearer, and at laft was perfe€tly limpid; and 
‘when I put'on the plafter, he didnot bleed a 
drop. ‘The next morning,. he came to «me 
again ; told me that he had bled a good deak 
in the night; and fhewed me his linen, which 
was very bloody. As there was no ‘difcharge 
at this'time, I only renewed his plaifter, put 
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him a bag-trufs on, and defired that he would 
go home, and keep quiet. He remained free 
from-haemorrhage for fome hours, and there- 
fore neglecting my: laft caution, he walked 
about.a good deal, and heated himfelf, and the 
next day fent for me to look at, his fcrotum, 
which was large, and full. Making no doubt, 
from all the circumftances, that he tumefac- 
tion. was from blood, I told him my Opinion ; 
_and at the fame time advifed, if it did not dif- 
fipate by proper. attempts for that purpofe, to 
_ fubmit to’have the vaginal coat laid open, and 

thereby. obtain a parlical cure. | 
Some time was {pent in ‘attempting dif- 
cuffion ; during which the tumor increafed, 
} and he now Li then bled pretty freely from 
the orifice, which became {pongy, and woyld . 
not heal. 

Finding all eiideavours inedacrual, he fale 
mitted : : the tunica vaginalis was laid open; a 
confiderable quantity ee blood was difcharged 
(fome i in a fluid ftate, but principally grum- 
ous;) he had no difagreeable Ph lost and, 
~ in about fix Wiskins was Paceuy well. 


iy 
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CAM SE XXM | 
An elderly man, who had often had a large 
hydrocele tapped at the hofpital, came oneé 
day, as ufual: I made a puncture with a lan- 
cet, and let out the water; but was near half 
an hour before I could ftop an hemorrhage 
from the wound. 

The next day he camea gain, and complained 
to one of my dreffers, that he had bled, more. 
or lefs, all the night. He was properly dreffed ; 
the bleeding reftrained ; and he was advifed to 
go home, and keep quiet upon the bed. 

The third day, when I was again at the: 
hofpital, he came and fhewed me his {crotum; 
which was as full, and as large, as when I 
firft tapped it: the orifice was not healed; and 
upon preflure, blood was difcharged from it. 
He faid, that he could not afford to reft from 
his labour; and my week for accidents bein? 
expired, Mr. Crane took him under his care. — 

He (finding the bloody difcharge ftill conti- 
nued, notwithftanding the man kept in bed, 
and was-properly taken care of ) made a free 
incifion into the tumor; turned out a good 
deal of coagulated blood with his finger; and 
i lightly filling the avy with lint, ob- - 

tained _ 
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tained a fuppreffion of the hemorrhage, and 
produced a radical cure. 


CA S EF ARVO 


A GENTLEMAN who ufed to come to Lon- 
: don about every five or fix months, to havea 
large hydrocele emptied, came to me under a 
great alarm, 

Having often had the water drawn off by 
agate in London, he determined to let the 
apothecary of the village where he lived do it 
for him, and thereby fave him the.trouble of 
a journey. The operation was very properly 
performed, and the bag perfectly emptied: but 
the next morning, to his great aftonifhment, 
he found it as full as before. His apothecary 
was as much furprifed as himfelf; and the pa- 
tient got into a poft-chaife, and came imme- 
diately to London. 

Upon hearing this account, and feeing ave 
feeling the tumor, I made no fcruple of de- 
claring it to be bloody; and that if it did not 
foon diffipate by reft, and proper applications, | 
it muft certainly be let out. 

All attempts for difperfion proved fibvielats 
the tumor increafed, and as his health and ha- 

Aa3 , bit 
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bit were goody. and his age by no means ade 
vanced, I advifed him.to fubmit to an ihci- 
‘fion; by which I hoped that he would not 
only get rid of the prefent evil, but would moft 
probably obtain a radical cure. He complied, 
upon condition that I would firft by puncture 
fatisfy him, that I was right in my pula we 
with regard to the contents. 

I palted a lancet into the fore-part, ht gave 
difcharge to a clear blood: while that was 
running out, I made, by means of a probe- 
pointed knife, an incifion of fufficient fize; to 
admit a doffil or two of fine lint. — For a day 
or two, the fymptoms were untowardly, and 
the difcharge was large, and bloody; but by 
proper care, keeping very quiet, and taking 
freely of the bark with elixir vitrioli, ae 
ans ended well. 


c A i) E XXVIIL.: 


A tusty healthy man, about forty, bho 
had the care of a manufacturer’ s warehoufe in 
my neighbourhood,. confulted me on account 
of a:large hydroceleiof the tunica vaginalis. 
The tumor was very large, 'the parts. contider- 
ably on: the ftretch, and 1 advifed. him;to. er 
it tapped directly. 

| 7 ROBE 


/ 
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About twenty ounces of clear watér were 
drawn off by means! of a trocar, without the 
appearance:of-a drop of blood. As.he had car- 
ried his burthen long, and had never been re; 
lieved from. it ie forex: he was much furprifed 
at ‘this immediate eafe, and went. to work as 
foon.as he got home. 

~oThe next morning he came to me much 
alarmed, ahd Sindee me his {cretum;. which 
was full half as big as before the pun@ure had 
been made. » I had no doubt that its prefent 
content was blood; and was very apprehen- 
five that it might require the fame, treatment 
as the preceding cafe; which, in his conftitu- 
tion, and manner of living, muft have been 
attended with hazard. | 

I ordered him home to bed immediately; 
took fome blood from his arm, and directed a 
cooling purge to be taken the next morning: 
- the near was fufpended, and wrapped in a 
rag folded feven or eight times, and wetted i in 
a Peitene of fal. ammon. crud. in vinegar and 
water, and he had direction to keep it con- 
ftantly wet, On the third day I bled him 
again, and ordered him another purge for the 
fourth, and continued the. fame _application. 

Finding the {welling quite at\a ftand, and 

Aa 4° mone “imagining 
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imagining that by mending his ftate of blood, a 
farther effufion might poflibly be prevented, and= 
an opportunity given for the abforption of what 

was already fhed, I advifed him to take a dram 
of the cortex every fix hours: this he did for 

as many days; during which, the tumor vifi- 
bly leflened: and, by perfifting in the fame 

method, he got well: that is, all that degree 

of tumefaéction, which I fuppofe to have:been | 
caufed by blood, difappeared. After fome 
months the ferotum became large again; and 
he followed the advice which I had given him, 
viz. to have the fluid drawn off, before it at-. 
tained too large a fize. ~I have feveral times 
fince tapped it, and always have drawn aly a 
clear fluid. 


C°A S E. XXIX. 


AMAN, about forty-feven, of afallow com- | 
plexion, and fubject to colicky complaints, — 
had the water drawn off from a hydrocele of 
the vaginal coat, by means of a {mall trocar. ~ 
The quantity was near a pint, and the bag~ 
was perfectly emptied. The next morning © 
- 3t feemed to contain a fluid, although in ne ~ 
great quantity: he fhewed it tothe perfon who ~ 
tapped him the day before, and who advifed 

‘Beet sake him 
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him to put on a bag-trufs, and to take a fmart 
purge. In three days it was fo manifeftly in- 
. ¢reafed, as to alarm the patient, and make him 
defirous of farther advice. 
_ On the fixth day from the firft operation, I 

faw him, and found the f{crotum fo much en- 
larged, that I made no doubt the vaginal tunic 
contained at leaft feven ounces, which [ 
fufpected to be blood. 

‘Ladvifed a difcutient application, and the 
free ufe of the cortex; but this did not fuit the 
humour, either of the patient or of his fur- 
geon. He took three or four purges of rad. 
jallap, and made ufe of a warm fomentation. 
At the end of about a month, I was defired to 
fee him again. The tumor was larger, and 
his ftrength impaired by his purging. It ap-. 
peared to me to be now of fuch a fize, and in 
fuch ftate, that nothing but the operation 
could ferve him; and for which I prepared 
him, if the pundture fhould produce a dif- 
charge of blood only. An opening was made 
_ with a lancet, and the difcharge was clear 
fluid blood: I would-have Seth pe but the 
patient would not permit me: and he was 
 dreffed with a ‘pelo pledget, and. a 
| he | 
“Blood 
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Blood oozed from the orifice all that night, 
and part of the next day; and when 1 faw 
him again, he could not have loft: lets than a 
pint. | wis 
[was well aware, “spihat might tie: the con- 
fequence of a divifion of the tunica vaginalis, 
in fuch a habit; but, at the fame time, it 
feemed to be the unicum remedium, for he 
would take no medicine. The hemorrhage 
continuing another day, he {ubmitted. The 
operation rabbveien no one bleeding veflel ; 
nor did I imagine that it would, bets con- 
vinced that it came from the infide of the 
tunic. He was drefled with dry lint, and put _ 
to bed with an opiate: all that night, andthe 
fucceeding day, the difcharge was. large-and 
bloody : ai the lips of the "ypethalay on the 
fecond, were flabby and free from inflamma 
tory tumefa@ion. I told him!my opinion 
freely, and preffed him to take the bark, or 
have more affiftance; both which, at that 
time; he refufed to do, | | Sh 

On the clofe of the third day,’ the hamors / 
rhage {till continuing, he becoming fick and 
faint, and his pulfe failing a little, he was 
alarmed, ‘and permitted us to direét’ for him? 
A draught, confifting of a dram of bark, half 

a dram 
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a dram of confecét. cardiac. and three or four’ 
drops of ting. thebaic. was ordered to be taken 
every four hours. 

«Not to make the account tedious; by a fela- 
_ tion of-every minute circumftance, he perfifted 
in this. method, and it was four days before 
the bleeding ceafed, or the edges of the inci- 
fion became inflamed, or fhewed any tendency 
toward the fuppuration. But at laft, with: 
fome difficulty, he got well. 


CA 8 VE oem 


sit LABOURING man, who had Etick down 
in the ftreet, with a load on his back, was 
brought into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, on 
ae fufpicion of his having got arupture, in con- 
fequence of his fall; Ke haying immediately 
perceived a fwelling i in his ¢ groin and fer otum, 
which he had not before. ) 

. The tumor feemed to occupy the ties 
fpermatic procefs; which was fo enlarged by | 
it, that it was impoffible to feel the Sidire of 
it from the abdomen, through the mutcle: 
but the tefticle below it was perfectly difting. 

| Ehe appearance of a tumor, the fuddennefs 
of its for mation, the diftinét fituation of the 
1 4 | tefticle 
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tefticle below, and an accidental circumftance, : 
of the man’s not having had a {tool for two™ 
days paft, inclined Mr. Freke (whofe week it: 
was) to believe it to be, and to treat it as, a 
rupture. He made fome attempts for reduc- 
tion; and, finding them fruitlefs, determined 
upon the operation immediately. . 

He divided the {kin and membrana adipofa,’ 
down to what he took to be the hernial fac; 
and when he had fo done, hada mind to en- 
deavour at the return of the inteftine, with- 
out opening the fac. 

Mr. Freke was a man not eafily to be dif- 
fuaded from what he had a mind to do: and,, 
having got the whim into his head, was de~ 
termined to make the experiment on_ this, 
which he thought a fair cafe for the purpofe, 
Accordingly (with his probe-{ciffors) he di- 
vided the tendinous opening in the abdomi- 
nal 1 A and then again tried to reduce 
the gut, but to no Buthote® for nothing would 
goup. At laft, though with much reluétance, 
he was obliged to lay open the containing 
anembrane. He had no fooner done this, than 
a larce quantity of blood, partly fluid, and 
partly g erumous, burft forth, and the whole 
tumor fubfided; leaving the procefs perfectly 

free; 
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free; and containing neither inteftine: nor 
| omentum. | bee | 

The parts were now wathed clean, and di- 
ligent fearch made for the breach whence this 
blood iffued; but none could be found: the 
‘man was dreffed with lint and pulv. boli’ar- 
men. (a method of drefling, which Mr. Freke 
was fond of ) and, in a proper fpace of time, 
the man get well without any new hemor- 
rhage. 

a iS this cafe, fome of the circumftances 
might be faid to render an inteftinal hernia 
not improbable ; and the want of {tools might 
have increafed fuch probability: but Hes it 
fhould have been confidered, that although 
this be one fymptom of the ftrangulated intef- 
tine, yet it is not, by any means, an univocal, 
or infallible one.. A want of ftools may: hap- 
pen from other caufes, even in a perfon ‘who 
has a rupture, but cannot fingly be a reafon 
for the operation immediately ; which ought 
to be indicated and authorifed by other conco- 
mitant fymptoms and appearances. A coftive . 
habit may attend a perfon, who has an intef- 
tinal hernia, when the gut labours under no 
ftriture, and does its bie perfetly well in 
the ferotum; but fuch patient will not have 

| the 
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the fymptoms .of an, incarcerated inteitine3 
nor indeed had this man: His not, having 
been at ftool.two) days, before, was an eet 
“dental, circumftance; which might or might | 
not have been occafioned by. the. defcent.ofa a. 
piece of the inteftinal canal: the truth of which 
fhould have been proved by the uferof a glyfter 
and a purge, before an Saat had) i 
per Se 
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thy YOUNG fellate training to get rid of a: fit 
ftool, ‘felt a fudden pain in his left groin 5. and 
upon examination, feunda f welling , extending 
from thence into: the {crotum. Hatook 3 it for’a 
rupture, and immediately applied; to an adver- 
tifing operator; who, after feyeral, ‘unfuceefl: 
ful attempts to reduce it, put a.trufs.on him; 
and told him, that the tumor would, gradu- | 
ally, fhrink to nothing. The: trufs he wore 
for forme days; diab fading, both ‘his pain 
‘anil {welling increafe, he applied to a furgeon 
in his own neighbourhood; with whom I faw 
him | ish tuo, 3 cere ciel ieee 
., The tumor was, large, and) had fomewhat 
the feel of an omental hernia; the abdominal 
| | aperture 
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aperture feemed to be dilated by it; the. tefti- 
cle was tolerably difting, below; his pain in an 
erect pofture was confiderable; but in a fapine 
one, very little: he had neither heat, nor 
quicknefs.of pulfe, nor hiccough, nor vomit- 
ing: and had been thrice at {tool that day: 
- As there was’ no reafon for fuppofing any 
degree of ftricture on the inteftinal canal, I 
advifed the keeping him in bed, bleeding him 
freely, and trying what a proper poultice 
would do. 

This method was idee for feveral’ days; 
but without any benefit: on the contrary, the 
pain increafed, as well as the tumor; and a 
fluctuation within became palpable. 

‘This. fluid I thought poflibly might be 
colle&ted in the fac of an omental hernia (a 
¢afe which I had more than once feen) and as 
there was plainly enough in quantity to ren- 
der a puncture perfetly fafe, we made one 
with a lancet, and let out fome ounces of; clear 
blood. | 

‘When the {welling was thereby tact 
we felt for the agen veflels, but coul 
difcern them very indiftin@ly; and the procefg 
feemed much loaded and enlarged, 


‘Next 
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Next day the man was perfedtly well ia 
health; but the fcrotum looked fwelled, and 
“black, as if it had been much bruifed: he had 
_alfo bled from the pun@ure, which was not 
clofed, and difcharged blood freely, upon any 
preffure being made above. 

Though we were in fome doubt concerning 
the true nature of the cafe; yet it was ied, 
that if the hemorrhage continued, * so 
mutt be laid open. 1s pir 

For three or four days if continued, note 
with{tanding all our endeavours; and at Iaft 
it was fo confiderable, as to indicate the oper 
ation immediately. TUG 

A knife was introduced into the orifice 
made by the lancet, and an incifion of fome 
Jength made; but no facculus, no particular 
cavity found; nothing like a hernial fac, or 
tunica vaginalis teftis; in fhort, nothing but 
cellular cheibratiel which fatisfied us, that 
.the blood muft come from the ‘aes 
chord. 
® As the bleeding ftill dolitinived and was dee 
_ Yived from a part above our incifion, we con- 
_-tinued it quite up to the groin, and found that — 
all the cellular membrane of the procefs was 
loaded with extravafated blood; and that it 
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_ ame from a confiderable breach now in view. 


r We drefled it with, lint’ preffed out from a 


r= oe 


=a 


ARBACs ape intended to have Supe that 


\ A MIDDLE-AGED man came to St. Battho- 


dJornew’s hofpital; and defired me to look at a 
{welling in his groin’ and upper part. of the 


. 


{erotum on the right fide; which, he faid, 
came eee by lifting a eee weight. s 


me ae a puadlire had been wade in Lig a en 
or two before, upon a fuppofition that thé 
Vou. Il: Bb. {welling 
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{welling ® was from water: that it Had at int 
tervals bled ever fince: but that, finee itthad 
Jatt flopped, the tumor was increafed. °From 
"there circumftances, T concluded the fwelling 
to. be caufed by blood, fhed into the eile 
communis, from a branch of a Vaticote fper- 
matic vein. Sa ae 

He fubmitted to have it laid open: nO. .par- 
ticular. breach was difcovered ; though the 
whole membrane was much oud ‘the 
wound was drefled with lint prefied out. 
from fpirit.. vin.’ Thefe drefiings were fuf- 
fered to remain on, until they were fepa- 
rated by.'a beginning fuppuration: -and* by 
keeping quiet, and being properly taken care 
of, the man got well, without any- return 
of hiemorthage, MN ids. oa tabMei tebe 0. 
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A POOR man was brought to ni, by 
a gentleman of the pi rofeflion, for my ‘opinion 
ence te a tumor of the ferotum. | tae  « 
Mati bist: fveliiag’ was large; of a globular kind 
of form; sacha not only in senha from 
“its weight, but often even when: fufpended, 
ot whe the ae was in bed. It palpably 
contained 
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contained a fluid; but the fluctuation of that 
fluid. was not (to my fingers) like the fluétu- 
ation of water. . In all the potterior part of 
the. tumor, an enlarged, and fomewhat hard- 
ened tefticle ‘might Siaeae be diftinguifhed ; 
and the general weight of the whole; far ex- 
cééded that of any hydrocele I had ever met 
with of equal fize. That it was not a mere 
fimple hydrocele I was very clear: but; whe- 
ther it was a colle@tion of fluid in the tunica 
_ waginalis of a difeafed tefticle (what is in ge- 
neral.called a hydro-farcocele) or what ae 
morbid: or altered fiate of parts it might be 

owing to; I would, not pretend to fay. A: 
pun@ure was made in it with a {mall trocar ; 
and about four ounces of dark-coloured blood, 
not fo fluid as blood generally is, while circu- 
lating in its proper veflels, was drawn off; a 
bit of plafter and lint was applied to the ori- 
fice, and the man went about his bufinefs. , 
An two days the fame furgeon brought the 
_ man to me again. The pwingture was healed; 
but the tumor was. as ‘large as when I had 
‘feen it two days before, and palpably con- 
tained the fame kind of fluid. What that was 
~we knew: and the confideration was; what 
was. abe! propere{t.method of giving the man 
Pibtde led wy Bb 2 . relief. 
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relief. Had he been in good health, I believe, 
T thould have advifed laying the tumor. Open $ 
at leaft fo far as to: ‘Have obtained a more pre- 
cife knowledge of ité nafirré: ‘but the patients 
age and general health were fuch as would by 
“No means make an ‘operation of that fort an 
eligible thing. - He° was: near to fixty ; -afth- 
‘matics had drank freely, and had a yellow 
countenance, and {welled legs in confequence | 
‘of it. Tadvifed ‘him to come into the “hofpi- 
tal, and try, Ww hether by proper care his habit 
might‘not be mended. Soon after his admif- 
‘fion, I had a’ mind to’fee, whether the con- 
tents of the tumor were really the fame as be- 
fore, and’made a puncture in it again with the 
trocar: the difcharge was again blood; and 
it was two days from this operation, beforea 
‘bloody difcharge from the orifice ceafed. 

A continuance of dram-drinking brought 
ona general anafarca, and an extravafation of 
water in the abdomen; and when he had been 
in the hofpital about two months, he died. ; 
“s°T would not omit the opportunity of exa- 
‘mining-his {crotal diforder ; and found, that 
“the trocar had, at each operation, pierced the 
‘tunica albuginea; that the bloody extravafa- 
» “oh “was within that coat; that the tunica 

| 1 vaginalis 
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vaginalis’ was...almoft . univerfally, . though, 
flightly, adherent. to the furface of the niet 
ginea; that the vafcular _ compages of the 
whole tefticle was much enlarged, and at the 
fame time fo loofened, that a part feemed to, 
have been diffolved into the fluid which pro-" 
duced the fluctuation, which fluid was mere 
blood; and that the epididymis was hardened, 
and very contiderably enlarged. 

I have fince. had an opportunity of feeing a 
patient labouring under the fame complaint ; 
whofe tefticle was rather haftily, and inad- 
vertently laid open; that 1s, divided. ‘The. 
immediate confequence was a large and ob- 
{tinate hemorrhage. Whether jit was pro- 
duced by the divifion of the fubftance of the 
tefticle, or by the irritation of fuch, applica- 
tions as were made: ufe of for {topping the 
bleeding, I will not pretend to fay: but when 
I faw a he had a. rigid neck; and was 
what is commonly called jaw-locked. Caf- 
tration, from the ftate in which his tefticle 
was when I faw it, mutt have been the only 
remedy for his local complaint ; but his fpaf- 
modic attack rendered that yey ae sai | 
every t thing elfe fruitlefs. 

4 have alfo (from a very ingenious § pradti- 
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tioner’ of my acquaintance) received: an’ ads" 
count of a fimilar cafe; in which the tefticle’ 
was divided, and the hemorrhage (from the 
patient” s obftinate réfufal to: fubmit to the 
Operation. of caftration) Hgts at laft fatal 


“SECT. X. 


To the different kinds of piyarbdchet which 
have already been mentioned, fome of the 
modern French writers have: added another, 
viz. that which 1s formed by a collection of 
fluid in the fac of a true hernia. (1 Dag0b 

The title of this clearly defcribes its true 
nature; and therefore I thall only inform sin 
reader of what has fallen’ within my own 
RnOwituse relative to this difeafe. 
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iy YOUNG fellow, toate twenty-five years 
old, applied to me on account of a {welling in. 
his fcrotum. It was large, of an 4h eaeag 
figure, not very tenfe, perfectly dalam and 
accompanid 
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accompanied with a remarkable fulnefs of the 
{permatic procefss 2 05). 

‘The accotint'which hie gave of himfelf was, 
that he had hada rupture as long as he could 
‘remember :: that! he had; on that account, 
worn afteel trufs for many years; that, upon 
taking his trufs off, his» rupture always came 
down immediately, and was. very eafily re- 
‘turned up again ; that it had never occafioned 
any obftruction in his ftools, nor given him 
any pain; that about a year ago he had been 
perfuaded to leave his trufs off, and to fubfti- 
tute in its place, a bandage made of dimity, 
without any iron in it; but which had been 
buckled on very tight: that, when he had 
‘worn this bandage about fix months, he found 
that his rupture was down, and that he could 
hot get it up again; that, upon this, he had 
applied to the perfon of whom he bought the 
bandage; who, after he had ineffeCtually 
tried to reduce the rupture, fold him another 
bandage, and buckling it on full tighter than 
the firft, aflured him, that it would never do 
him any harm; that from the time of putting 
on this fecond, his fcrotum had gradually be- 
~ come larger, with confiderable pain and un- 

- eafinefs. | 
Bae Me gli From 
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_ From: the feel of all the lower part, Inmade 
no doubt that the tumor contained:a.confidere 
able quantity. of fluid; ‘and had there: béen 
no other. circumftance to influence my judg» 
ment, I fhould have fuppofed the difeafe:to 
have been a hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis 
‘teftis ; but the very diftin& and particular ac- 
count which the man gave of himfelf, and 
‘the feel. and. the. ne pears a of the, ire 9 
procefs, made me hefitate. «. . } 

~ Whatever might be the true patois of a, 
cafe, a fluid there certainly was; and that in 
quantity fufficient to render the difcharge of 
it both fafe.and warrantable.. I made a punc- 
ture in the middle and anterior part, and let 
out above a pint of brown ferum. This dif- 
charge removed all the, {welling from below ; 
but made little or no alteration, either in the 
look or the feel of the upper part of the pro- 
cels.i.oh endeavoured to reduce Its ; but, found 
it impracticable, and’ defifted; advifing the 
man to let it alone, to. Awear. no faa of 
any kind; and if at any future time, it. be- 
came tr oublefome to him, I eichieegl that I 
might fee it. | r 

In about a year’s time, he came to. me 

again, with his {crotum as big as before, and 
palpably containing a fluid. 

SNS As 
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' As I had felt the tefticle very plainly after 3 
the firft operation, and as I did not believe the 
_ tumor in the procefs to be formed by the in- 
teftine, I advifed him to have the whole laid 
open. He fubmitted, and I took him into the 
hofpital for that purpofe. I made an incifion, 
from the middle and anterior part of the fcro- 
tum, quite up to the groin, and found in the 
lower part of the bag, which contained the 
fluid, the tefticle covered only by its proper 
coat; or tunica albuginea; and in the upper 
part, or neck of the eee bag, a confiderable 
portion of omentum. The upper part of this 
portion of caul was hardened in its texture, 
and fo perfeétly adherent to every point of the 
- neck of the fac, as to prohibit the return of 
even a fluid from thence into the belly: but 
the lower part was in its natural ftate, loofe, 
foft, and capable of being expanded. All the 
‘lower or loofe part I cut off, without making 
‘a ligature, or being troubled with any hamor- 
“rhage; the upper part I left as I found it; 
filled the wound lightly with dry lint, and 
treated the cafe as I fhould have done that of 
the radical cure for an hydrocele. In about 
feven weeks the man got well, and has ever 
“fince remained {0, 


This 
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This man’s rupture was of the congénial. 
kind; and therefore the fac of the hernia, and 
that of the hydroccle, ‘were the fame, vige — 
tunica a vaginalis oype 2 fess 


OTS 
OA Mt a 

Write the firft edition of this book was in 
the prefs, Mr. Spray defired me to vifit a a> 
tient with him, who had fome preffing fymp- 
toms of a ftrangulated rupture. 

The patient was.a healthy. young man, 
about twenty-two years old, and he gave the 
following account of himfelf: ‘ . 

_ That as long as he ‘could ede he, 
had been fubjeét to a rupture, which never 
came lower than his groin; was. always eafily 
put up, and had never given him any trouble: - 
that he had, when a child, worn a trufs; but, 
either from its being ill-made, or from his not 
knowing how to put it on, it had never a 

{wered the purpofe ; and that he had for oe 
years, difufed it ; that, fOr. a month or two. 
| patt, his rupture had been conftantly down s 
and that, within that {pace of time, he had 
never been able to return it, though he had 
‘often tried; that ftill as it gave him no pain, 
nor 
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nor produced any other inédnvenience than the 
mere {welling of the ferotum, he had taken 
no notice of it, nor applied to any body for 
affiftance, until within the laft three days ; 
_ fince which; he had been affected with great 
pain in his belly, a ftappage of ftools, and a 
vomiting. 

~The lower part of the fcrottim was much 
enlarged; contained a confiderable quantity of 
fluid; and bore very much the appearance of 
a hydrocele; but the upper part, or {permatic . 
procefs, was hard, and painful, and feemed to 
be girt tight by the tendon of the abdominal 
Al (cle, This, added to an extreme tightnefg 
of his belly, want of tool for three days paft, 
anxiety, reftleffnefs, yomiting, and beginning 
hiccough, determined me ‘to soplite the oper- 
ation acinile diately: WOTV NS ot 

The lad confented, and I made an incifion 
from the upper part of the tumor, juft above 
‘the abdominal opening, quite down to the 
shiny of the fcrotum. 

- Having carefully divided the cutis andcom- 
mon membrane, I came to what appeared to | 
be a hernial fac; this I opened, and thereby 
Tet out about half'a pint of clear limpid wa- 
ter; upon the difcharge of which the whole 


tumor 
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tumor of the fcrotum fubfided; and my affift. 
ants were conyinced, that I had miftaken a. 
hydrocele for a hernia. But although the 
whole of the fwelling of the {crotum was en- 
tirely diffipated by the difcharge, yet the.tus 


mor and hardnets about the abdominal open-. 


ing was unaltered, and the patient’s pain the 
fame. With a probe-pointed knife I laid open 
the whole fac, whence the water had pro- 
ceeded, quite down to its bottom; and found 
the naked tefticle within it: this: gave the 
difeafe {till more the appearance of a hydro- 
celé, and I began to think that it was fo; but, 

upon, pafling my finger up, to examine the 
flate of the abide tendon, I found a {mall 
portion of inteftine,engaged in it, and bound 
extremely tight; I lengthened the incifion, 
fo as to have a fair view of it, and thereby we 
all became thoroughly fatisfied of the’ true 
nature of the cafe, » The piece of inteftine 
was {mall, a good, deal: darkened in colour, 
and bound fo tightly by. the tendon, ,that it 
was with great difficulty that I, could intro- 


_ duce my finger for the conveyance of, the 


knife. 5 tat I had made. a fufficient dilata- 
tion, I endeavoured to return, ithe, gut; , but 
gould not execute. it, although, there was.no " 

obftruétion 
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obftruction from the tendon’ I drew out 
fome inches of it, thinking that I might 
thereby be enabled to make thie return more 
eafily: that which I drew out, I replaced with 
the utmoft eafe; but could not difengage the 
{mall portion which made the original difeafe. 
At laft, pafling my finger round in the'dilated 
opening, I found that the inteftine adheted to 
the ower border of it, by afmall membranous 
filament; upon the divifion of which the gut 
{lipped in immediately. | 

The young man had ftools very (don ina 

by proper care, very foon got well. 

~ This alfo’was a bain aelaial hernia; the fac 
which contained the inteftine, the fluid; and 
‘the tefticle, being the tunica vaginalis: but 
_ had I been contented with. merely dividing | 
the tunic, and had not proceeded in the exa- 
‘mination and divifion of the abdominal ten- 
don, the lad would have Eee deftroved by 
‘the ftriure.. Yi 


Sok OC Tee kam 
‘4 Tue reft of the falfe herniz (as they are 


called) are the pneumatocele, the varicocele, 
} the 
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the cirfocele, and the farcocele; to which; 
fome have added the hydro-farcocele. : 

The firft of thefe is (as I have already faid) 
a miftake: there is no hernia produced by 
mere wind. The two difeafes, which, in 
new-born children, and infants, are taken for, 
and called wind-ruptures, are, a tumor pro- 
duced by a {mall quantity of fluid remaining 
in the lower part of the tunica vaginalis, after 
jts communication above with the . cavity of 
the belly is clofed; and a true ne jena) 
~ inteftinal hernia.’ 

The varicocele is a dilatation of the tiie ~t 
veflels of the fcrotum. Thefe are of differ- 
ent fize, in different people; and, like the 
‘veffels in other parts of the body, are liable to 
‘become varicofe; but are feldom fo much en- 
larged as to be troublefome, ‘unlefs fuch en- 
largement 1s the confequence ofa difeafe, ‘ei- 
ther of the tefticle, or of the {permatic chord. 
When this is the cafe, the original difeafe is 
what engages our attention, and not this fim- 
ple effect of it; and therefore, confidered ab- 
ftractedly, the varicocele is a ee of no 
importance. 

_ The cirfocele is a varicofe diftention and 
enlargement of the {permatic vein; and, whe- 
4 ther 
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ther confidered on account of the pain’ which 
it fometimes occafions, or on account of a 
waiting of the tefticle, which now and then 
Etioua it, may truly be called a difeafe. It 
is frequently miftaken for: a delebat of a {mall 
portion.of omentum. ‘The uneafinefs, which 
it.oceafions 1s a dull kind. of pain in the back, 
generally relieved. by fufpentfion of the {cro- 
tum. It has. been refembled to a collection of 
earth-worms; but whoever has an idea of a 
varicofe veflel, will not ftand in need of an 
illuftration by comparifon. It is moft fre- 
quently confined to that part of the {permatic 
proeefs which is below the opening in the 
abdominal tendon; and the veflels generally 
become rather larger, as they approach nearer 
to’the teftis. In books are to be found pre- 
{criptions for leffening the diftended veins; 
but I, cannot fay hah I ever faw any good 

effe& from external applications of any kind, 
In general, the tefticle is perfectly uncon- 
cerned in and affected by this difeafe; but 
fometimes it happens, that it makes its ap- 
pearance very fuddenly, and with acute pain; 
‘requiring reft and eafe: and fometimes, after 
on fymptoms have been removed, I have 
| feen 


a 
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feen the tefticle fo wafted, as hardly to be 
difcernable... 


; ¢ j 


COR Ss See ae: 


A younc fellow, on a journey, found him+ 


felf one evening more than ordinarily tired; 


and, as foon as he got to bed, was feized with 
a violent pain in his back; which (to ufe his 
own words) fhot down into his ftone: ~) > > 
The pain was fo great, as to oblige’ him to 
fend for fomebody immediately, who bled him 
freely’: this produced no relief, ‘not was the 
pain yet attended with any tumor: of the fero: 
tum, or tefticle; or by any appearance what- 
ever of the parts affected. The pain: -conti+ 
nued, without remiffion, all the next’ day ; 


he was again let blood, had a gh yftery: and a 


gentle purge. “On the thitd ? dav; toward 
evening, the pain totally left him, and a ful 
nefs appeared in the groin, tending down to- 
ward the tefticle: this made him fo uneafy, 
that,’ finding the apothecary, who had the 
care of him, did not feem clearly to know 


what it was, he got into a poft-chaife, and 


came home to rae 


His 


# 


~ 
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‘His journey brought on a return of pain 
but by lofing fome more blood, keeping in 
bed, applying an emollient poultice to the 
groin, and fufpending the parts in a bag-trufs,. 
he became eafy, and all the tumefaction dif- 


_ perfed; except a {mall fulnefs of the {per- 


matic chord, occafioned by the varicofe ftate 
of its veffels. But the tefticle was fo dimi- 
nifhed, as to be hardly perceptible; and re- 
mains fo, to the time of my writing this. 


CA Fok XXXVI, 


AN aise, at an inn in Smithfield, was, by 

the fall of a horfe, thrown over his head, and 
his groin ftruck again{t the pummel of the 
faddle. It gave him exquifite.pain; and he 
was brought immediately to the hofpital, upon 
a fuppofition that he had burft himéfelf. 
. Upon examination, no {welling appeared, 
either of the tefticle or of the {permatic chord; 
but the pain (which he faid was exquifite) was | 
confined to that part. of the latter,, which is 
betiween the tefticle and the groin. 

He was largely. blooded, had a glyfter, and 
a purge: his pain continued two days; and, 
when it left him, the fpermatic veflels became 
so Var. Il. ha cbt greatly 


356 | A TREATISE 


greatly varicofe. No. application, which Was 
made ufe of on this account, proved at all be+ 
neficial ; that j is, rendered the diftended veflels 
at all lefs; and, when he left the hofpital, he 
was perfectly free from pain :: but his tefticle, 
on that fide, was fearce difcernable. 

I once faw the fame effe&, from the inju- 
dicious application of a trufs, on a true circo- 
céle; the veffels, by means of the preffure, 
- became enlarged to a prodigious fize, but the 
tefticle fhrunk to almoft nothing. ; 


A i i XXXVI. 


_ A. voune «gentleman bib siecle 
years old, dfin having heated himfelf much 
with exercife, went. too foon into a river to > 
bathe.. In the middle of the enfuing night; 
he was feized with a coldnefs and fhivering ; 
which were: followed with great heat, and 
thirft, anda flight {weat. - He fent for a fur 
geon, who bled him and gave him a glyfter, 
bid him keep in bed, and drink plentifully, 
Next day,. he gave him a laxative medicine, 
and fome febrifuge.draughtsy..910 «ow sla. 
For three days, his fever was unremitting 5 
but on the fourth he became. ‘cooler; and was 


_ feized 
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feized with a moft acute pain in his loins; for 
which he was again bled and purged. On 
the fifth day, his back became eafy; but both . 
tefticles, though very little fwollen, were fo 
tender, as hardly to admit the touch; and, 
in a very few hours, the fpermatic veflels 
were fo diftended, as to make an apparent 
tumor. By means of fomentation, poultice, 
and reft, all uneafinefs was removed in about 
a fortnight; but, at the end of that time, 
both patient and furgeon were exceflively 
aftonithed, at not being able to find the tefti- 
cles.. “The latter came to London immedi- 
ately, and defired me to examine him, after 
having given me the preceding account. 

The lobonlatie veflels were full, and vari- - 
cofe; the vafa deferentia too large, and rather 
too hard; as were alfo the epididymess but 
there. was not, on either fide, the leaft appear- 
ance of a natural tefticle: a flattened, com- — 
prefled kind of membranous fubftance (which, 
I fuppofe, .was the tunica albuginea). -feemed — 
to hang from each epididymis; but there was 
not, any trace or veftige of the glandular or 
vafcular parts of pairs teftis. ... | 

This is the only time I ever faw this com- 
plaint on both fides, in the fame fubject. 

Pps ER my He Fg “erty 
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frit SARCOCELE, OR DISEASED “TESTICLE. | 
Vi oY 


Tuts i is a difeafe of the body of ie ticftie 


Ri as ; and, as the term implies, confifts,.in ge- — 


-~ neral, in. fuch an alteration, made .in the 
‘ftructure of it, as produces a refemblance.to a 
Hard flefhy fubftance, inftead of that. fine, 
foft, vafcular texture, of which it is ina na- 
tural and healthy ftate compofed. cathy 
The ancient writers have made a great — 
number of diftinctionsof the different kinds 
of this difeafe, according: to its different ap- 
pearances,°and according to the mildnefs:or 
-malignity. of the fymptoms, with which it — 
‘may chance to be attended.» Thus, the far- 
cocele, the hydro-farcocele, the {cirrhus, ‘the 
-cancer, ‘the caro adnata‘ad teftem, and the — 
‘caro adnata ad vafa, which ‘are: ‘really ‘little 
more than defcriptions of different ftates and 
-circumftances of the fame difeafe, are reck- 
“oned as fo many different complaints, requir- 
“ing a variety of treatment, and deriving their 
origin from a sito’? of different en ; 
, Every 
* «¢ Hlumores crafli funt duo, pituita et erect e quibus 


*¢ tum fCirrhi in aliis partibus, “tum indurationes carnee in 
«© tefticulis 


. ; 


. Every {pecies of {arcocele confifts primarily 
in.an enlargement, induration, and obftruction 
of the vafcular part of the tefticle; but this 
alteration is, in different people, attended with 
fuch,a variety of circumftances, as to produce 
feveral different appearances; and to occafion 
the,many diftin@tions which have been made. 

If the body of the tefticle, though enlarged 6 
and indurated to fome degree, be. perfectly 
equal in its furface, void of pain, has no ap- 
_ pearance of fluid-in its. tunica vaginalis, and 
produces very little uneafinefs, except what 
is occafioned by its mere weight, it is ufually 
called'.a: fimple farcocele, or an indolent {cir- 
rhus.» If, at the fame time that the teftis is 
enlarged and hardened, there be a palpable ac- 
cumulation of fluid in the vaginal coat, the 
difeafe has by many been named a hydro-far- 
cocele. If the lower part of the {permatic 
veflels and the epididymis were enlarged, 
hard, and knotty, they fuppofed it to be a 


fungous or morbid acretion, and called it the 


** tefticulis oriuntur. Tumor hic eft durus, taétui renitens, 
««indolens, et fi exquifitus fit {cirrhus, fenfu caret. Sia me- 
* lancholia oriatur, color fublividus; fi a pituita, colorem cu- 
‘© tis non mutat; fi.a melancholia fuperafiata, dolor puntto- 
«* rius, et inequalis tumor; hic durus, 1bi mollis,” 

Fas. ab AQUAPENE (NT 
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caro adnata ad vafa: if the tefticle itfelf was 
unequal in its furface, but at the fame time 
not painful, they diftinguifhed it by the title 
- of caro adnata ad teftem: if it was tolerably 
equal, not very painful, nor frequently fo, 
but at the fame time hard and large, they gave’ 
it the appellation of an occult or benign can- 
cer: if it was ulcerated, fubjeCt to frequent 
acute pain, to haemorrhage, &c. it was known 
by that of a malignant or confirmed: cancer, 
Thefe different appearances, though: diftin- 
guithed by different titles, are. really no more 
than fo many ftages (as at were) of the fame 
kind of difeafe: and‘depend a great deal on 
feveral accidental circumftances: fuch as'age, 
habit, manner of living, &c. It is true, that 
many people pafs feveral years with this :dif- 
eafe, ‘under its moft favourable appearances, 
and without encountering any of its wort; 
but on the other hand, there are many, who, 
‘ina very fhort {pace of time, run through all 
‘its ftages. "They who are moft converfant 
with it, know how very convertible its mild- 
eft fymptoms are into its moft-dreadful ones 5 
and how very fhort a {pace of time often in- 
tervenes between the one and the other. 
There is hardly any difeafe, affecting the 
human 


& ak a 
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human body, which is fabje& to.more variety 
than this-is, both with regard to its firft man- 
ner of appearance, and the changes which it 
may undergo. 

Solnetianes: the firft appearance is a mere 
fimple enlargement and induration. ofthe body 
of the tefticle; void,of pain, without inequa- 
dity of furface, and producing, no. uneafinefs, 
nor inconvenience, except» what is occafioned 
-by-sts.mere: weight. And fome few people 
are do fortunate to have it remain in this 
ftate fora very confiderable length of time, 
without vifible or material alteration. On 
the other hand, it fometimes happens, that 
very foon after its appearance in this mild 
manner, it fuddenly, becomes unequal, and - 
knotty, and is attended with very acute pains, 
darting up to the loins and back; but {till re- 
maining entire, that is, not burfting through 
the integuments. ‘Sometimes. the fury of the 
difeafe brooks no reftraint; but making its 
‘way through all the membranes which enve- 
lope the tefticle, it either produces a large, 
foul, ftinking, phagedenic ulcer with hard — 
| edges; or it thrufts forth a painful gleeting 
fungus, fubject to frequent Lernptaee: 


* | 
Cc4 Sometimes 
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Sometimes (as I have alr eady obferved) an 
“abcunhilation of water is made in the tunica, 
vaginalis, producing that mixed appearatice, 
called the hydro-farcocele. wba 

Sometimes there is no fluid at all in me ca- 
‘vity of the tunica’ vaginalis; but the’ body of 
the tefticle itfelf is formed into cells, contain- 
ing either a turbid kind of water, a beeen fa. 
‘nies, or a purulent, foetid matter. ©” a 

' Sometimes the diforder feems to be merely 
bisensitaie is, confined to the tefticle, not pro- 
ceeding from a tainted habit, nor accompanied 
with difeafed vifcera;’ the patient having all 
the general appearances and. circumftances of 
health, and deriving his local mifchief from 
an external injury. At other times,:a pallid, 
leaden countenance, indigeftion, frequent nau- 
fea, colic pains, fudden purgings, &c. fuffi- 
ciently indicate a vitiated habit, and. difeafed 
vifceras which difeafed vifcera may alfo fome- 
times be difcovered and felt. pete 

- The progrets alfo which it makes from ae 
teftis upward, toward the procefs, 1s very un- 
certain; the difeafe occupying the tefticle only, 
without affecting the {permatic procefs, in 
fome fubjects, fora great length of time; while — 
in het Ss it totally {poils the tattle vety foon; 

| and 


{ 
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and almoft as foon feizes on the fpermatie 
chord >. 

- Thefe, and fome other circumftances to be 
mentioned hereafter, are materially neceflary 
to be obferved ; as they charaéterife the difeafe, 
point out its particular nature and difpofition, 
and ferve as marks whereon to found our 
judgment and prognoftic of the moft probable 
event, as well as the moft proper method \ of 
treatment. Various have been the caufes, to 
which theoretic and whimfical people have 
affigned this difeafe; but as’a recital of con- 
jeCtures can convey no inftrudction, or ufeful 
information, I fhall pafs them over; and only 
take notice, that among the great number 
which have been haritian ee there are two 
‘which, though equally groundlefs with: the 
reft, have yet obtained a degree of credit, that 
may miflead: thefe two are the hernia humor- 
alis, and the hydrocele of the vaginal tunic. 


> This is the common language, and therefore I ufe it; but 
I would not be underftood to mean, that the progrefs of the dif- 
- eafe is always and invariably upward, from the teftis into the 
procefs. 1 have feen the fpermatic procefs truly cancerous, 
when the tefticle has been free from difeafe; and am well fatif- 
fied from experience, that a difeafed ftate of the veffels within 
the abdomen, or of the parts in connection with thofe veffels, 
may produce a morbid ftate of the procefs, proceeding down- 
wards from thence ; but the other is by pai the moft frequent. 


The 
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: The hernia humoralis is a defluxion ofthe 
inflammatory kind, proceeding moft frequently 
from an irritation in that part of the urethra, 
where the vafa deferentia, or veficule femi-_ 
nales terminate. It is attended with pain and 
heat, and moft frequently fever: during the 
firft, or inflamed ftate of the difeafe, the whole 
compages of the tefticle is enlarged; but when 
by reft, evacuation, and proper applications, 
that inflammation is calmed, there feldom or 
never remains, either fulnefs, hardnefs, or any 
other mark of difeafe in the glandular part of 
the teftis. The epididymis indeed feldom 
efcapes fo well; that often continues enlarged 
and indurated for a confiderable {pace of time, 
but without producing either pain or incon- 
venience; and without occafioning any alter- 
ation inthe figure or ftructure of what is 
called the ati of the tefticle; whereas the 
true farcocele, or hernia carnofa, moft com- 
monly * begins by an indolent induration of 
that part of the teftis, and affe&ts the epididy- 
mis fecondarily ; or after it has already fibeoni 
the vafcular part of the gland. 

I would not be idem to. mean, that a 
farcocele never follows a hernia humoralis; 


¢ I fay moft commonly, becaufe it is neither neceffarily, nor 


always. 
there 
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there is no reafon in nature why it fhould-not; 
ahernia humoralis does’ not,;nor can‘prevent 
the tefticle, in any future-time, from becom- 
ing {cirrhous: I only fay, that it does not, at 
any time, neceflarily caufe or produce it, “So 
alfo with regard to the epididymis, I do’not 
‘mean 'to fay, that it never is the primary and 
‘original feat of a {cirrhus; I know that’it is, 
and fhall produce fome inftances of it; neither 
do I intend to fay, that a fcirrhus never at- 
tacks an epididymis, which has. been pre- 
-vioufly ‘hardened ‘by a hernia’ humoralis’; 
there can be no reafon why it fhould not: 
I only mean to fignify, that it is my: opi- 
nion, that the induration caufed by a ve- 
nereal hernia humoralis does not, at any 
‘time neceflarily produce a {cirrhus. A {cir- 
rhus indeed may fall on that part, after 
it has been fo difeafed, but it would as -cer- 
tainly have attacked it, if there had been 1 no 
‘preceding affection of it.: 

There is alfo a venereal affection of sate 
tefticle, independent of a gonorrhea, or of any 
difeafe of the urethra. 

This is feldom an early fymptom; ‘eid do 
not remember ever to have feen an inftance in 
_ which it was not either immediately preceded, 
or paeomnenied, by fome other appearance, 

plainly 
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plainly venereal. Jt has neither the inequality, 
nor darting ‘pains ‘of the {cirrhus, and always 
IVES hie toa mereurial ii properly con- 
sical tive) 

A peLO Se of water is feegvently collected 
anithe vaginal coat, of.a jtruly {cirrhous teftis. 
This has given rife to, the fuppofition, that 
the tedtieles often becomés difeafed, from its 
‘being furrounded:by,- or fwimming in, the 
fame fluid: a fuppofition entirely, groundiets,, 

That fcirrhous and cancerous. teftes. very 
frdquently are found to have a quantity of 
‘uid ‘accumulated in the tunica vaginalis of 
-them, is beyond.all doubt; but that yas tef- 
ticles become difeafed, in confequence of being 
‘furrounded by fuch fluid, or, in other RON 
that a fimple hydrocele may produce. a feir- 
rhous tetticle, is by.no means true. | 
-:o The/fimple hydrocele is (as I have already 
at large obferved) a collection of water in the 
tunica vaginalis : this: fluid, in a natural and 
healthy. flate of the parts, is {mall in quantity, 

and, by being conftantly abforbed, does not 
diftend the cavity of the tunic but only ferves 
to keep that membrane from contraéting any 
unnatural cohefion with the tunica albuginea. 
The regular abforption of this Auid being by 


fome means prevented, the quantity foon be- 
6 | comes 
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comes confiderable, and diftending its contain<" 
ing bag, conftitutes the difeafe called a hydro- 
cote but makes no morbid, alteration i in ie 
ftructure of the tefticle 4. 

When the tefticle becomes enlarged in fize,’ 
hardened in texture, craggy and unequal in 
its furface, painful upon or “after being handled, 
attended with irregular pains {hooting up the 
groin toward the back, and this eaten any 

_previous inflammation, difeafe, or injury from: 
external violence, it is faid to be affected with 
a feirrhus. This, as I have already remarked, 
is of different kinds and. degrees, and appears 
under different forms;. but although the ap- 
pearances which thé dileate makes, are various, | 
according to the alteration produced by it in 
the teftiele, yet; every fuch morbid alteration 
may obftruct. or prevent. the regular abforp- 
tion of the fluid depofited in the mprreae tunic, 
and occafion.a fpecies of hy drocele; that i is, 2 
tumor from water. 

This is that kind of difeafe, which, i, Fa- 
britius. ab Aquapendente, is called prdter -far- 


¢ That is, no fuch alteration as renders it ean ,or Sire 
ble of: executing its office; and confequently, no fuch alteration 
as can ever require extirpation on any other  gbirurgical RS 


ation. on the tefticle itfel& ies 


MOS cocele; 
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cocele;, but which is fo very unlike toa fimple. 
hydrocele, that whoever miftakes the one for 
the other, will, commit an error, which may 
prove very mifchievous to his patient, and very 
detrimental to himfelf. 

In the true, fimple hydrocele, the yori 
though fomewhat loofened in its texture, and. 
a little enlarged, yet preferves very nearly its 
natural anne ; the collection is made without 
pain.or uneafinefs, and very foon becomes fuf- 
ficient to hide,’ or conceal the tefticle; nor is — 
the examination of fuch tumor attended with 
any pain: but the increafed fize, and hardened 
ftate, of the {cirrhous teftis, renders it ‘difcover- 
able, through a much larger quantity of fluid 
than will totally conceal the former. When 
felt, it will be found to be hard, and generally 
fomewhat unequal, and not infrequently at- 
tended with irregular fhooting pains, elpectally 
after having been examined. 

In the fimple hydrocele, the uid diftends | 
_ the tunica vaginalis fo equally, that, although 

it does not furround the tefticle, (nor indeed 
can) yet*it feems fo to do: whereas in the hy- 
dro-farcocele, though the anterior part of the 
tumor may, in fome meafure, bear the appear 
ance of a fimple hydrocele; yet, an examin- 
I ation 


/ 
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ation of its pofterior patt will always difcover 


the true nature of the cafe*: to which may be 


added, that, under the fame apparent magni- 
tude, the latter will always be found to be 
confiderably heavier than the former. 

In fhort, the name of this fpecies of siete 
(hydro-farcocele) is undoubtedly: a very pro- 
per one, afid capable of conveying a very jut 
idea of its true nature, viz. an accumulation 
or colle@tion of water in the vaginal coat of a 
{cirrhous or difeafed tefticle; but the majority 


of writers have, by fuppofing the water to be | 


the caufe, inftead of the confequence, of the 
difeafed ftate of the teftis, committed a very 
material blunder, and endeavoured to eftablith 
and authorife a very prejudicial and deftructive 


© This has been very judicioufly remarked by Mr. Le Dran. 
Schenkius gives an acconht of a beginning farcocele which was 
miftaken for an hydrocele; upon which a radical cure was per® 
formed by caftration. Upon dividing the body of the teltis, a” 
quantity of thick fluid was difcharged; a thing by no means un- 
common, but which was here miftakén forfemen. ‘The patient 
died, not long after the wound was healed; and the kidney on 
that fide, and the parts about it, made a very morbid ‘appear- 
ance. This appearance was by Schenkius fuppofed to be owing 
to the hafty cure of the hydrocele; but was indeed the effect of 
the fame virus which had firft fpoiled the tefticle. Neither was 
the fluid in the body of it femen, but fanies or matter; a circum- 
ftance mott Arena atly met with in fcirrhous teftes. 
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method of practice. For, by conceiving that 
the noxious quality of the fluid produces a 
fungous or flefhy excrefcence on the furface 
of the tefticle, they have fuppofed, that after 
having difcharged the faid fluid from its con- 
taining bag, they could, either by eftablifhing 
a fuppuration, or by ufing efcharotic medicines, 
. wafte or deftroy the faid excrefcence, and ob- 
tain a radical cure of the whole difeafe. Now 
the fcirrhofity of the tefticle being the origi- 
nal difeafe, and the extravafation a mere acci- 
dent, fuch treatment can never do any mate- 
rial good, and may often be the caufe ae vary 
antish evil. 

Fabritius ab. Aquapendente has given a par= 
ticular defcription of this method, which he» 
recommends, from having practifed it with 
fuccefs: his words are, ‘* Modus fingularis eft’ 
«quando hernia aquofa cum carnofa mifta_ 
‘< eft; tunc enim primum incide, et fac fora- 
‘¢ men’ in parte fcroti que non fit declivis, 
<* neque in fundo {croti, fed circa medium ; 
*¢ nec fac admodum latum: et extracta aqua, 
‘© turundam impone quam longiffimam, me-- 
‘< dicamento, ‘pus moventi infectam, ut. refi ti 
‘¢ na terebinthine,. cum thure, ovi vitello, et 
** butyro; emplaftrum emolliens, et pus mo- 

| ‘¢ vens 
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** vens applica, ut diachylon cum gummis, et 
** axungia porci; genitum autem pus, non 
‘* evacuetur per foramen, fed data opera intus 
*« fervetur, ut contadu /uo, carnem fenfim pu- 
‘* trefactat. Neque innovanda medicamenta, 
** nif tota caro /uerit in pus converfa; id quod 
** longo fit tempore ‘.”” 

Now, to pafs over the abfurdity of the doc- 
trine of removing or diflolving a fungous ex- 
crefcence, by means of the putrefying quality 
of matter: as well as the great difturbance, 
which muft be the confequence of confining 
it: within the tunica vaginalis; it is very clear 
from thefe, and from every other circumftance 
attending the. difeafe in  queftion, that the 
cafes, which Fabritius had fuccefsfully made 
his experiment upon, muft have been mere 
fimple hydroceles, attended with a {mall de-, 
_ gree of enlargement; but without any difeated. 
ttate of the telticle TRON 

‘This is one method of procuring a radical 
cure of the faid difeafe: a method 3 in ufe, be-. 


Pee Sj saith, & planta fit hernia; ego talem adhibeo cura 3 — 
* feco cutem, & incifionem facio exiguam, & in loco potius al « 
_  tiore, quam in fundo: inde turunda impofita cum digeftivo & 
® pus movente medicamento diutius procedo, neque unquam | 
** pus extraho, fed perpetuo bonam partem intus relinquo; quod 
_ * fenfim carnem corrodit, & ita fanat.? _ Ae 


‘Vor. I, Dd | fore 


A462 Oe POCER EAM SH 


fore Fabritius practifed it; and ftill in fome 
meafure employed: a method which, in fome 
inftances, las always ‘been fuccefsful; ‘and 
which may, in general, be trred on any fimple 
hydrocele, uy a young and healthy fubject: 
The cure (when it effe&ts one) is not brought 
about by the deftruction: of an excrefcence 
frorn tlie tefticley or the diffolution: of its fup- 
pofed induration; but merely by exciting fuck 
an inflammation, as fhall occafien an adhefion: 
of the tunica vaginalis to the tunica albuginea; 
by which, means, the cavity of the former jis 
abliterated ; the tefticle remaming,' as'to fize 
and confiftence, juft-as it.was before fuch oper~ 
ation was Ss pesimameds. Ent this, thoughi ‘prac- 
ticable,) » 


Pathe se of treating. this aifeale in “ belie F. a 
britius ab Aquapendente (as may be feen in Guido and others} ‘ 
aad rauch- preferable if ufed in a si cafés, is the method by 
feton. io: Shs 

‘Fhis, as 1 have already sak have feverak times. ees 
tifed with faces, i in thofe! who would not fubmit to incifion, or 
in whom it was by! so means proper.’ * bal 

Fabritius ab Aquapendente had. a different, and that.an, erro~ 
neous, idea of this difeafe: he conceived, that there was a . fon 
gous kind of excrefcence on the tefticle, and that this excrefcence 3 
required erofion and deftruétion ; ; this he aimed at accomplithing, 
b y means of the matter collected within ; and therefore his f prin- 
cipal aim was to Confine and increafe i it, by making his punéture, 

; for 
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ticable, and fometimes fuccefsful in the hy- 
drocele, is not to be thought of in the difeafed 
or fcirrhous tefticle.’ The operation, as de- 
feribed by Aquapendente, confifts of two 
points; firft to let out the water, and then to | 
caufea plentiful fuppuration.. When the 
tefticle is really and -primarily difeafed, and 
the extravafation is a confequence of fuch 
difeafe, the difcharge of the water from the 
cavity of the tunica vaginalis, whether by 
puncture, or by incifion, can contribute no- 
thing material toward a cure of the principal 
complaint, and is therefore ufelefs; but it 
may, in. many cafes, do harm, by creating a 
difturbance in parts, whofe ftate requires the 
mofti perfect quietude; and is therefore wron g. 


for the introduction of his tent, in the upper part of the tumor; 
and by imbuing it, from time to time, medicamentis pus mo- 
ventibus. : . 
Had he been right in his idea, his practice would have been 
juft: but his conception of the difeafe was erroneous, and His 
practice abfurd. The rational intention fhould be, to excite fuch 
a degree of inflammation, as may produce an union between the 
tunica vaginalis and the albuginea: the formation of matter is a 
“mere accidental confequence of this inflammation; and the 
~ means ufed to procure the end (provided it be procured) cannot 
be too gentle. The matter is of no real ufe, and therefore it is 
fo far from being neceffary to confine it, that if the conjunétion 
of the coats can be obtained, without the formation of any, it is 
fo much the better. - 


| Dd2 When 
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When the difeafe is a mere fimple hydrocele,- 
the palliative cure, as it is called, by puncture, 
is right and neceflary; it. renders the life of — 
the patient eafy; rids him, every now and 
then, of a very troublefome burden; is. per- 
fe€tly fafe; may be performed and_ repeated 
occafionally, at any time of the patient’s life,. 
or in almoft any ftate of the difeafe: but the, 
introduction of-tents or fetons, or the endea+ 
vour. by any means to excite inflammatien, or 
to eftablifh {uppuration within the tunica va- 
ginalis, requires (even in the fimple hydro- 
cele, where the tefticle is unaffected), fome 
little confideration, and ought not to be infil 

‘or unadvifedly put in practice. Reytic 
In fome ages, habits, &c. the Satie 
will rife very high, and occafion both trouble. 
and hazard: and if this be the cafe, when. the 
teftis 3 is Not at all difeafed, and when there is 
no maligiity, either in the local complaint, 
or in the habit of the patient ;. what have we 
not to fear where there is both? where: the 
parts are already {poiled by difeafe, and where 
irritation and inflammation may (and do) ex- 
cite the moft fatiguing fymptoms, . ange ah 

moft direful doisloqubtiase 

Befides the hydro-farcocele, or binipid’ ex- 
travafation of fluid, in the cavity of the vagi- 
5 nal 
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mal coat, (and which muft therefore always 
be external to the tefticle) {cirrhous and can- 
cerous teftes are liable to collections of fluid, 
within the fubftance of them, under the tu- 
nica albuginea®.. Thefe are fometimes large, 
and in.one cavity; fometimes fmall, and in 
feveral-diftinct ones. They are alfo very dif- 
ferent in nature, in different cafes; fometimes 
ferous, fometimes fanious; fometimes puru- 
lent, fometimes bloody. Thefe are very apt 
to impofe on the inadvertent and injudicious; 
({efpecially if they be attended with fome de- 
gree of inflammation in the fkin;) and to in- 
duce an opinion of an abfcefs, or impofthum- 
ation, which may be relieved or cured by an 
opening; but caveat operator. Thefe collec- 


h Job a Meekren has made a very juft and judicious remark 
‘on this fubje&. Fabritius ab Aquapendente had reckoned a col- 
Ye@tion of fluid, within the tunica albuginea teftis, among the 
kinds of hydrecele. This Meekren does not allow; but, having 
defcribed the true hydrocele of the vaginal coat, {peaks of this 
collection swithin the albuginea, as it really is; that is, as a con- 
fequence of the difeafed ftate of the gland. His words are, 
«« Hieronymus Fabritius ab Aquapendente, Part I. de Operat, 
«« Chirurg. cap. 75. aquam in teftibus congregari docet eam 
** que ex imo ventre eo defluit: at error eft (meo judicio) 
* magni anatamici, Spatio enim eo, quod eft inter tefticulum 
< & tunicam, imo in fcroto ipfo, aqua fepius colligitur: xzun- 


** guam in telibus ipfis, nifi purefcamt.” . 
. 7 ha P. } - % 
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tions will be found to bear a much {maller 
proportion to the general ‘fize of the tumor, 
than they who are not converfant with thera 
are inclined to apprehend; the fubfidence, 
after the opening has been made, will alfo be 


much {maller than was expeéted; and, inftead - 


of relief and eafe, all the fymptoms of pain, 


{welling, inflammation, &c. will be increafed 


and Aperavaned: and if the opening be -confi- 
der stiles it not infrequently happens, that an 
ill-natured fungus is thruft forth; which, by 
bleeding, gleeting, and being horridly painful, 
difappoints the furgeon, and renders the ftate 
of the patient much more deplorable than it 
‘was before: neither is this fenfation, which is 
thought like the fluctuation of a fluid wathin 
the enicie to be at all times depended upon 
as implying that there is any fluid at all there. 
The touch, in this cafe, is fubjec to great de- 
ception; and I have feen’a loofened texture of 
the whole vafcular ftructure, or body of the 
tefticle, produce a {enfation fo like to the fluc- 
-tuation of a fluid lying deep, as has impofed 
‘on. perfons of gaod judgment, and great 

_caution. | 
Many of the moft eherorel writers 0 on. n this 
part of furgery, either not being practitioners, 
7 Budd or 
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or being afraid to differ from thofe who have 
-mvritten before them, have lazily and fervilely 
copied each other, and have thereby fallen into 
an obfcure jargon concerning ‘this. difeafe, 
which neither themfelves nor their readers 
have underftood. They have talked of the 
fcirrhotis tefticle, the caro adnata ‘ad teftem, 
and the. caro adnata ad {permatica vata, as fo 
many different,.dilcafes, requiting diiferent 
methods of treatment. : 

The melancholia, the atra bilis, and a a Cefe | 
tain. inexplicable aduft {tate of humours, are 
{aid to be the caufes of thefe different appear- 
ances ; and the flefhy fubftance arifing from, or 
adhering to, the {permatic vellels, 1s faid to be 
more benign, than either the fungus arifing 
from the tefticle, or the true eiteue For 
“the firft, they have defcribed. an operation, 
which is coarfe, cruel, painful, and (notwith- 
ftanding ail that hie have faid about it) wu- 
ai ‘they had 1 pradlifed. its, henataih am much 
inclined’ to’ believe, that this. is one of the 
many parts of ancient furgery, which having 
been devifed by fome one bold, hardy operator, 
and»by him»deferibed as practicable, has been 
related by many of his fucceflors as practifed, 

Dd4 This 
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The fecond, the caro adnata ad teftem, they 
allow to be attended with more difficulty, as 


_wellias hazard, and feldom to be earns: 


with fuccefs', 


€¢ 
ce 


ee 


rn 


4 


n 


€ 


‘ 


n 


a6 


L 


n 


. 


ge 


6c 


Bien: 


i ¢« Ramex hac inter exere(centias ; annumerari pati. cum | 
fit additamentum ex toto preternaturale; nec illi infunt. figna 
apoftematis, fed tantum ut caro quz circa fcrotum aut epidi- 
dymem generari folet.” ANDREAS a Cruces. 

«© Curatio ejus eft, ut incidatur cutis tefticulorum, .& exco- 
rietur ufque ad fuperiora; deinde extrahe didymum & tefti- 
culum, & libera eos ab omni parte ex illa carnofitate.”” 

,  Brunuse 

‘* Fit etlam hernia quandoque ex Carnofitate ‘uahitad prater 

naturam nafcente juxta tefticulum; & tunc pellicula incifa un- 


dique debet excoriari; & difcooperta carnofitate ila a corio 
exteriori ufque, fuperius cauterio abfcindatur.”? 2.1) 19025 


Raia muaey 9 
of acct ejus non poteft fiert nifi cum manu pellem exter 
orem {cindendo, et carnem a tefticulis {carnando, & incarna- 
auferendo.”?- | ‘LAN FRANC.” 
«¢ Scinde pellem tefticuli cum raforio ufque ad tefticulum, 
& tunc carnofitatem, quam invenis, removeas & excarnes to- 
talitur atefticulo,? _GuL.e Sar ICETOs. 

«* Notandem eft in hac operatione num caro concreverit circa, 
tunicas, an circa ipfos teftes ; numque firmiter an mirus firme 
adhereat partis fubfantias. ‘Incidendum eéft, totum fcrotum 
ufque ad carnem concretam, que fi quidem valenter haud fit” 
afixa, yel fummis digitis, vel manubriolo {calpente, a tefte 


vel tunicis, fenfim fit auferenda,? = 1 ph LID 


Fas. ab AQUAPENDENTE. 


«« Caro item fepiffime tefticulis, aut eorum tunicis adnafcitur, 


ferofus enim humor ifte pe a acris factus venas capil- 
«© jares, 


tr 
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They, whoare under a neceffity of forming 
their nwie oe, from books, and who 
have 


4) Hees membranafque leviter erodit. Hine pars illa fanguinis 
** que paulatim exudat, queque optima & laudabilis eft, beneficio 
‘* caloris innati, in carneam fubftantiam concrefcit, &c. reli- 
“ quum vero fanguinis quod ferofum eit, paulatim membranas 
“© totumque fcrotum adeo extendit, ut caro ifta que tefticulo ad- 
* herit, digitis palpari non poflit.” Fasririus Hitpanys. 
“* Secandum eft fcrotum, & detegenda caro, & a tefte dera- 
s€ denda vel a vafis, &c.” Gas. FaLtoprius, 
The falfe reafoning, the want of anatomical knowledge, the 
cruelty and inutility of the propofed operations, and the terrible 
confequences which mutt follow from their being put in practice, 
are too glaring to need any comment; and fuch as muft incline 
every reafonable man to hope, that thefe authors (and a great 
multitude of others, who might be named) did in this part of fur- 
gery as they have done in many others; that is, copy each other 
in the precepts relative to the caufe and treatment of this difeafe, 
but did not put their direétions often into practice. The imper- 
feé&t ftate of anatomy, inthe time of the above-cited writers, may 
be admitted as an excufe for them; but even very late ones have 
fallen into the fame error. ab) 
«« In the fungous excrefcence upon the teftis, when the fame 
** is not over-grown, you are to make way thereto; which is 
*¢ then tobe confumed by efcharotics, or by the actual cautery.’? 
TURNER. 
#6 $i Si quid vero carnis enatum a tefticulo deprehenditur, quod 
es) graviter hominem affligat, nec difcuti tamen per adhibita me 
s¢ dicamenta convenientia queat, tum fi tefticulus integer adhuc 
¢« eft, atque illibatus, feliciter ut plurimum fanari noxa poterit, 
© ipfeque tefticulus fervari; dummodo quicquid preter naturam 
-  fuper increvit, deoperto feroto, quam exactiflime ab €0./o/vatur, 
f§ atque refcindatur,® 


« Quod 
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have not frequent: opportunities of knowing 
from_ experience how very little they are (in 
many cafes) to be depended upon, may be 
inclined to think that all thefe diftinctions 
really exiit; and that thefe operations by fire 
and {word, by knives and cauteries, fo exa@ly 
defcribed, mutt be fometimes neceffary ; but 
havirig never feen the particular cafes requir- 
ing ich treatment, have a very imperfect 
idea, either of them, or of the operations; and 
are, to the laft degree, alarmed and intimi- 
-dated, when any thing, which they think is 
like to it, occurs to them in praétice. To 
fuch, it may not he amifs to explain this mat- 
ter, in as few words as I can; begging pardon 
of the more intelligent asaiyl Or the di- 
greflion. 

« Quod fi autem ipfum tefticulum invaferit; vel excindietiam 
* propter nimios cruciatus, vel fimiles alias caufas, indecore pro- 
<* minentes partes nequeant, neceflarium utique erit; vel univer- 
« fum tefticulum, wel quagdam/Jaltem ejus partem, modo jam pro* 
«< pofito exicindere.”” HEISTER. 

"To fet afide the ftrange ditm@ion between the $f caro enata 
_ a tefticulo,” and that ‘¢que ipfum tefticnlum:invafenit,’?, (a 
diftinction taken from books only) I believe I may.venturetofay, 
that the profeffor never found, :that the operations which he de- 


fcribes and advifes, were attended with fuccefs;,-and Lhope t that 
he has not often feen them performed, © 6 6) tig 


18 In 
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_ Inthe fhort anatomical account which I have 
given of thefe parts, 1 have taken nonotice, that 
the-{permatic veffels terminate in the tefticle: 
and that, after the femen has been fecreted 
from the blood, it pafles from that gland into 
a body which feems fuperadded to, Each 
it be really continuous with, it. This oe 
is therefore called the epididymis, and is fo 
placed, with regard to the teftis, that a heed- 
defs or uninformed obferver may fuppofe, that 
the {permatic veflels terminate in it; efpecially 
if it be enlarged by difeafe. It takes its rife 
from the tefticle, by a number of veflels, 
called, from their office, vafa efferentia: thefe 
foon become one tube, which, being: convo- 
luted and contorted in a moft wonderful man- 
ner, forms the greater part of the faid’ body: 
and at laft, ceafing to be fo convoluted, it ends. 
an one firm canal, called the vas deferens; by 
which, the fecreted femen is,conveyed from 
the tefticle to. the veficula feminales.,... , 

Whoever will attentively confider the epidi- 
dymis-in its natural pofition, with regard to 
the tefticle and the {permatic veilels, will fee, 
that if it be enlarged beyond its proper. fize, 
-it will extend it elf upward, in fuch a manner 
as to feem to, be clofely conne&ted with them, 
* eee Pe and 
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and to bear the refemblance of a difeafed body, 
fpringing from them. — 

‘This is the cafe called the caro anata ad 
vafa {permatica ; and is really and truly nothing 
more, than an enlargement of the Gana 
a circumftance hie occurs not infrequently, 
but does not imply any malignity, either in 
the part or in the patient’s habit ; and can never 
require fuch a horrid operation as our fore- 
fathers have directed us to perform upon its 
nor indeed any at all. : 

The epididymis is frequently enlarged, in 
veneréal cafes, either feparately, as in the re- 
mains of a hernia humoralis, or together with 
the tefticle, in that affection of it, which I 
have called the venereal farcocele; and fome- 
times from mere relaxation of its natural tex- 
ture, without any difeafe at all... But in none 
of thefe can it require, or even admit, any ma- 
‘nual operation of any kind. Indeed, whoever 
will confider the epididymis, as‘it really is, as 
the medium by and through which the femen _ 
is conveyed. from the’ tieftield to the vas defe- — 
rens, muft immediately be fenfible of the glar- 
ang abfurdity of removing any part of it... 
“he fcirrhus and cancer do not very often 
peein in this part; they moft frequently make 
Lie rae | the 
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the firft attack on the body of the teftis: and, 
though the epididymis is often cancerous; yet ” 
it moft frequently becomes fo fecondarily, or 
after the tefticle is {poiled; fo that the removal 
of it, if praéticable, could ferve no good pur- 
pofe: it would not remove the difeafe; for 
that has, before-hand, moft commonly taken 
poffeffion of the tefticle; and the cutting off 
‘any part of a f{cirrhous or cancerous tumor of 
any kind, is what no man, who has' the deaft 
knowledge of what he ‘is bhi wit ever 
think of. | 

In fhort, thefe two ‘cafes, which és ube in- 
attention and mifreprefentation of our ancef- 
_ tors, have created {uch perplexity in the minds 
of their readers, are either a fimple enlarge- 
ment of the epididymis, without any morbid 
alteration in its ftru@ure; or a difeated (that 
is a fcirrhous) ’ ftate of the fame part; or elfe, 
a {cirrhous or cancerous tefticle, with inequa-. 
lity of furface. The firft of thefé requires no 
manual operation of any kind; and the two 
laft will admit of none: the firft is no difeafe 
at all; and the two laft are fuch difeafes, that 
every attempt made on them, by knife or 
cauftic, (unlefs for total extirpation) muft ren- 
der them worfe, and'more intractable. © 


b 
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‘The manner ofitreating a farcocele, or hers 
nia carnofa, depends entirely on the particular 
nature and {tate of each individual cafe. In 
fome, it will admit of palliation only ;: in 
others,.the difeafe may be eradicated by the, 
extirpation of the part: fo that, under the: 
article of; method of cure, we havé only:to 
éonfider, and point out; as:clearly.as the na-; 
ture of the: difeafe, will: permit, swhat tates. 
and ciréumftances, both of it, and. of’ the’ pa- 
tient labouring under it, forbid the operations’ 
and. what sities it advifable. ry 
On’ this head, great. variety ‘of opmions 
wil be found;among: writers; {fo great, that 
aman, who is under. a neceflity of forming 
his. judgment, from ,them, will. find himfelf, 
under.fome difficulty how to ads; and fo 
great, that I.cannot help thinking it to be 
clear,. that the majority have , not written 
from. practice, but from mere conjecture, or 
from the works of thofe who have gone be- 

fore them. | 

Some have given. it as their opinion, that 
while the Arka is perfeCtly indolent. (let the 
alteration in its ftructure, form, or confiftence 
be what it may) it is better to fuffer it to re- 
main, than to remove it. In fupport of this 
opinion, 


| 
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opinion ‘they: fayq that althoush the difeate 
has plainly taken® pofleffion of the part, «yety 
while it: caufes no pain, the conftitutiom re- 
ceives no damage from it; nor is the health © 
of the patient impaired by it; whereas, by 
removing the tefticle, the fame virus may 
{eize on fome ‘part of more: confequence to 
life.. This method of reafoning takes’ for 
granted two. things, which do not appear to 
be ftrittly or conftantly true, viz. that this 
difeafe is never perfectly local; and that a 
{cirrhous tefticle, though free from pain, will 
not in time produce any evil to the géneral 
habit of the patient. Others advife us to ftay 
until; the,,tumor becomes painful, and ‘mani= 
feftly increafes in fize, or acquires a fenfible 
inequality of furface; thatis (in other words): 
until it begins to alter from a quiet flatey toa 
_ malign one: which advice, as. wellv.as the 
preceding, fuppofes that the hazard of the 
mere operation of caftrationis too great) to 
render it an advifable thing, until the patient’ 
is prefled by bad fymptoms ; and that)avfeirs 
thous, tefticle, which has been quiet and free 
from pain for fome time, may be as fucceffs. 
ay extirpated after it has become painful, 
: | and 


416 : A TREATISE 
and has acquired a malignant and threatening 
ftate, as at any time before {uch alteration. - 
The latter of thefe will hardly be admitted 
(I believe) by thofe, who form their opinions 
from experience ; and with regard to the for- 
mer; I.can, with great. truth, affirm, that I 
never faw the) mere operation of caftration, 
when performed in time, and on a Diknea 
fubjec&, prove fatal. 

‘Many people have I known, who nine lived 
feveral years, their whole lives, perfectly free? 
from difeafe, after the removal of quiet, in- 
dolent;: fcirrhous tefticles; and feveral have 
I known, who having deferred’ the: operation: 
until they were urged by pain, increafe of 
fizé, and inequality of the tumor, have, from 
the fore becoming cancerous, not been’ able 
to obtain a cure. That I have feen the fame 
thing happen, after the removal of a tefticle, 
circumftanced in the beft manner, is beyond 
all doubt ; but not near fo frequently, as in 
thofe cafes in which the operation has been’ 
deferred until the fymptoms became alarm- 
ing, and the difeafe had changed its appear= 
ance, from a benign quiet one, to one that 
was malign and painful. Indeed, were we 

capable 
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capable of knowing, with certainty. which 
thofe fcirrhi were, that would remain quiet be 
and -inoffenfive through life, or for a great ‘ 
length. of time, and Math would not, we 
fhould’ then be enabled to advife’ or difluade 
the operation upon much better (that is, much 
furer) grounds, than at prefent we are. able 
todo: "We have ‘no fuch degree ‘of know- 
ledge; all our judgment is formed upon the 
mere. recolleGtion .of; what has. happened to 
others in nearly’ fimilar circumftances ; and 
experience, though the beit general guide, is, 
in thefe cafes, more fallacious than in many 
others. shiek iii : | 
A few people ips detest av been, 
who have been fo fortunate as to carry a {cir- 
rhous tefticle through many years, with little 
ot-no pai’ or trouble: but the number of 
thofé, in whom time, (and that frequently a 
fhort {pace) change of conftitution, ‘external 
accidental injury, &c. do not make fuch an 
alteration in this difeafe, as to render the oper- 
ation lefs likely. to be fuccefsful, than it would: 
Jhave’been at firft, and under more favourable 
‘circumftances, i is fo {mall, that I think-early 
caftration’ (that is, as foon as the. difeafe is 
‘fairly:formed and characterifed) may be re- 
VoL. II. Ke commended 
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commended and aie by every honest 


and judicious fur geo *, 
salar 


* Scirrhous and cancerous tumors are found in many parts 
‘of the body, as well as in the tefticle ; and in all others, as 
well as in that, bear different characters: thatis, fhow a greater 
‘or lefs difpofition to malignity ; remaining fometimes of {mall 
» fize, and eafy for many years; at others, increafing faft, and 
fo producing great pain, and all its bad confequences. 

Of all the kinds of this difeafe, thofe which follow upon 

‘fome external violence (fach as blow, bruife, &c.) are thought 
and faid to be the leat; therefore, great regard has always 
been paid to this diftinétion by writers, and great hopes con- 
ceived from this circumftance by patients. I with I could 
fay, that fuch hopes were always as well founded as they are 
thought to be: I mean, that sansa moft frequently veri- 
fied them. 

When a fcirrhus feizes a part that has brevioully fuftained 
an injury from without, fuch probable caufe is undoubtedly 
a favourable circumftance: but it ddes not, by any means, 
neceflary follow from thence, that the conititution of fuch per- 
fon is free. from taint. It isa prefumption, but not a proof: 
and this prefumption becomes more reafonable, if the‘difeafed 
flate of the part follows fuch accidental i sda foon, than if # 
appears at a great diftance of time. | 

No man will pretend to fay, that fuch mifchief has not been 

~ done by outward violence, that cancerous diforders have not 
followed, in the paits fo injured, in perfons, who, before fuch 
accident, never had-any appearance of fuch diforder; and 
who poflibly might have lived many years, nay, their whole 
life, without its appearing in fuch form and manner; but 
that, previous to fuch accident, there was no cancerous ‘difpo- 
fition or malignity in the habit, is an inference which’ cannot 
he admitted, 


What 
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© Indeed, the circumftances of frequent pain, 
and’ a manifeft' tendency to an increafe of 
<u hs fize, | 


What diforders of the joints do we fee, produced by very 
flight injuries done to them? diforders which are clearly and 
plainly fcrophulous, and which would not have appeared at 
that time, or in that part, had it not been for fuch accident : 
but furely no-man will from thence conclude, that fuch people 
have no fcrophulous taint in their blood, or glands, previous 
to fuch ftrain or bruife.- How many internal parts are there 
for this difeafe, as well as fome others, to make its attack 
upon ;. but which, by being out of fight, and not deemed ob- 
jectsof furgery, are not known; and pafs either for other 
difeafes, or for the fymptoms of other difeafes? What tumors 
of the Iumbal glands and mefentery ; what obftruétions in all 
patts of the contents, both of the abdomen and thorax, do 
we not find, upon examining the dead, whofe diforders were 
very little known or underftood while they were living; but 
whofe prevailing indifpofition, whofe natural dy{crafia, would 
moft probably have fhewn itfelf in fome more vifible part, if 
Sach part had accidentally fuffered from external violence ? | 

All that we from experience know, and therefore all that 
we ought honeitly to fay on this occafion, is, that it has very 
often happened, that where that kind of diforder, which pro- 
duces {cirrhous or cancerous tumors, has been brought into 
action by external injury, (whether it bein the breaft, tefticle, 
or any other part, it matters not;) or when fuch kind of dif- 
eafe has feized fuch part, no preceding violence having been 
offered to it, and has therein occafioned a fixed but indolent 
kind of fwelling, which has either remained a long time of 
one fize and ftate; or, if it has altered, has altered very 
flowly, and given the patient but little uneafinefs; if fuch tu- 
mor has been fo fituated and circumftanced, that it could fafely 
be extirpated or removed, that fuch removal or extirpation 

| rey s has 
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fize, are by fome people looked! on as‘fuch 
marks of a malignant:difpofition, that: they 
me have 


has ofieh cured the sivafens evil 5..and that the patient ,has re- 
b ay site free from any thing of like fort, during his or her life. 

This is true, and therefore is and),eyer, will be a fufficient 
reafon for prefling {uch operation, when.allother circumftances 
are favourable: that the patient may keep well.after it, is by 
ho means PRAT 3 that the firs chs mould remain, 
But estat boldly gS Sen fach extirpation will alas 
and certainly cure the difeafe, is very inexperienced, ,or is 
wilfully guilty: of a deception, (the!two diftinguifhing:marks — 
of a quack, who. always promifes,; what he either does not 
know, or does not believe.) deme? ody Aig 

When a {cirrhus or cancer is favourably circumftancedy and 
fo fituated as that it may be extirpated; fuch, extirpation is 
indeed the only remedy; and that method by which fuch ex- 
tirpation can be moft certainly and mepeenoatty executed, isy 
beyond all doubt, the beft. . i yidedorg oat 

The two in ufe.are, the knife and the cauftic., |'The,former, 
in the hand ofa fargeon whois amanatomitt, has every advan- 
tage which can be defired or fuppofed :) iti gives lefs pain, is 
more fecure and more expeditions; but it impreffes.on. the 
patient the apprehenfion of an operation, and the fear of,an 
hemorrhage.. The ufe of cauftic\is infinitely more, painful, 
not only in immediate fenfation, but in duration: it often re- 
quires repetition; it is lefs manageable, lefs fecure; and the 
great length of time which fometimes the feparation of the 
mortified parts takes up, renders it very tedious. But. it,is 
‘attended. with two circumftances, which have greatly.contri- 
buted to the fupportof cancer quackery : one-is, that:it {pares 
the patient the horror of an operations which, though infi- 
nitely lefs painful than the effe@ of the cauftic, is not believed 
| S. 4 to 
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hier tect: by: them reckoned: as diffuafives 
from: the/operations Ga yloure 
vinidt199 ‘sre BST! to otasise: 3 But. 
~eti ~ nepal) warts a, 
to be fo: the other i is, that the ragged. appearance, which the 
bottom and fides of the parts make after having been removed 
by fuch application, is fo unlike to the {moothnefs of that 
whith has been removed by incifion, thatignorant people are 
éafily indticed to believe, what the defigning always tell them, 
viz. that the medicine has taken their difeafe out by the roots; _ 
and that the ragged parts, which they fee, are fuch roots. 
\ It is amazing what weight this fingle circumftance has with 
many, and even with fome-fenfible people; few of whom are 
perfuaded to believe what is‘as true as any propofition in Eu- 
clid, viz. that a cauftic of equal ftrength, applied on any 
glandular part of any aan will always produce exaétly the 
fame effec and’: appearance as, in this cafe, paffes with them 
for the roots or branches of the difeafe. 

When nurfes and quacks talk of the fibrous roots of a can- 
cer, and of cancerous fermentations, they are excufable; the 
_ one from their ignorance, the other from. the nature of their 
trade; but when they who pretend to fome kind of medical 
knowledge ufe this kind of language, i it is fhameful. 

If either the fears of the patient, or the particular | circum- 
ftances of the part to be removed, render the ufe of cauftic 
preferable, or neceffary, every practitioner i is well acquainted 
with thofe which are ‘perfectly efficacious ; but every practi- 

tioner alfo knows, that good reafons for preferring the ufe of 

them to the knife very feldom occur : tis is in this as in the at- 

tempts. toward a radical cure for ruptures 2 ‘and fome other 

parts of  furgery, we are cuadiaed where we ought to be ap- 

plauded, and blamed for thofe very things, from, whence we 
ought to derive praife. We have laid afide certain methods 

and proceftes, becaufe we ‘found them. upon experience) to 

ihe painful, hazardous, and ineffe€tual: and thefe very me- 
Bens thods, 
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But thefe gentlemen carry their fears and 
apprehenfions much too far the other’ way. 
Pain and a quick increafe of fize are certainly | 
no favourable fymptoms ; they fhew a difpo- 
fition to mifchief, but they are not fuch po- 


thods, deftruétive and fallible as eg are, have given ayatc 
and honour to thofe who have had i ignorance and inhumanity 
enough to revive them. 

We are not yet fo happy as to be poffeffed of any pape ie 
which will cure a cancerous habit: when the conftitution is 
thoroughly infeed, neither our knives or cauftics will avail; 
they can only remove the local mifchief, but can have no ef, 
fe& on the general one in the conflitution.. Whoever fays 
otherwife, fays what is not true; and whoever believes other- 
wife, is impofed upon. When the habit is concerned, as it. 
too frequently is, it muft be an internal remedy that proves a 
{pecific, whenever we are fo happy as to be bleffed with the dif- 
covery. ‘The fuppofition, that an efcharotic can, by deftroy - 
ing a particular part, eradicate the difeafe from the habit, is 
(one would be inclined to fuppofe). too grofs an abfurdity for 
the moft credulous believer to {wallow ; and yet it is believed, 
and trufted to every day. Indeed, it fometimes happens in 
the treatment of thefe cafes, that either the arrival of puberty, 
a favourable turn in a conftitution, or the renewal of long- 
obftruéted evacuations (efpecially the uterine ones) fhall re- 
ftore the patient to 2 better ftate of health, and prevent either 
the farther progrefs of the diforder, or any new appearance of 
it in any other place. In this cafe, if the extirpation was made 
by an external application, and not by an inftrument, fuch ap- 
plication is thought to have wrought the cure, and has all the 
credit of doing what it really had no fhare in then, what it 
never can do, nor have the appearance of doing again, but in 
the like accidental circumftances, 


fitive 


/ 
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 fitive proofs of a;cancerous habit, as to render 
all hope ofa cure, from the removal of the 
difeafed part, vain: there are many inftances 
to the contrary: and though no honett or ju-. 
dicious man will venture to promife fuccefs, : 
even in the moft favourable of thefeé cafes, yet . 
it is well known, that. they which’ have had 
very unpromilfing appearances, not only from. 
the ftate of the tefticle, but from that of the 
{permatic chord, have fucceeded often enough, 
to make the chance of acure, by the oper- 
ation, by no means. a defperate one. The; 
ftate of a man left to:his fate in thefe circum-: 
{tances, that is, to the fury and. progrefs of 
the difeafe, is fo truly miferable, that nothing 
fhould be left unattempted, which carries with 
it any. probability of being ferviceable: and a 
practitioner is vindicable, in prefling what he 
has known to be fuccefsful; though, at the. 
fame, time, he ought to make a cuarded kind 
ef prognottic, 

Upon the whole, I think it may juftly be 
faid, that the man who has the misfortune to. 
be afflicted with a truly {cirrhous tefticle, has; 
very little chance (notwithftanding all that has 
been faid and written about facie ugh to get 
rid of it by any means, but by extirpation: 

Be any and 
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arid all thé time the operation-is deferred) he: 
carries abot’ him a! part not? only: ufelefs and 
burthenfoniéy:but' which is ‘everyday ‘liable, 
from ‘many'cireunt {tances (both external and 
internal) to become wort, a more ae for 
fuch operations) 10 olin . : 
~ While the tefticle is? ice ~ dbase 
acuté of. frequent ‘paiti; the veflels from: which: 
it is dépéndénit' are? mow fréquently’ foft; and 
free from ‘difeafe; ~whereas; ‘when the. teftis - 
has been fuffered to attaima:confiderable. fize;' 
the cafe-is'frequently otherwife; ‘the {perma- 
tic veflels are often large and vaticofe; and the 
cellular ‘niembrané invefting ‘them fometimes. 
becomes thick, and contraéts fuch connexions 
and adhéfious, which, though they may not 
amount to'an abfolute prohibition of the oper-- 
ation, do yet render it tedious, troublefome, 
and more hazardous, than it would be in other 
~ circumftances. Every addition to the original 
complaint in the body of the gland is againft’ 
the patient; and if any of thefe are the con- 
fequence of not having removed ‘it in’time, 
it will follow, that the fooner it is removed, 
the better. If we wait for what fome call 
indications of the neceflity of operating, we 
thall often ftay until it will do no good. Many» 
| an one 
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_an one have I feen lofe a very probable chance 
of a cure by delay: but I do not remember 
ever to have feen a tefticle removed, by a man 
of judgment, which tefticle did not, upon ex- 
amination, fully vindicate the extirpation: If 
we were poflefled of any medicine, either ex- 
_ ternal or internal, which had been known now 
and’then to have diffolved {cirrhi, it would 
_always''be rightto recémmend the ‘ttial of 

them previous to an operation; and it would 
always be right to defer operating until fuch 
trial’ had been made. But the truth is, we 
know no fuch medicine. The credulous on 
the one ‘hand, and the defigning on the other, 
have told us many {trange ftories of cures ef- 
fected by fuch applications and remedies ; and 
Ido moft fincerely with, that what each of 
them have faid was true; but repeated, faith- 
ful, experience has proved that it is not; and 
that they who have placed their confidence in 
‘them, or laid out their money on them, have 
~ been difappointed and cheated. | we 
Some circumftances there’are now and then 
attending this difeafe, which are out of our 
ficht, and out of our knowledge, and which 
will render all our pains abortive: fuch are 
tubercles, indurations, and other difeafed ap- 
7 pearances 
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pearances in the cellular membrane envelop- 
ing the {permatic veflels within the abdomen;. 
{cirrhous, vifcera, &c.. If any of thefe can be. 
known, they conftitute a good reafon for not, 
attempting the cure by the operation; but the 
mere poflibility that .fuch may exift,..is cer= 
tainly no reafon for abftaining from it: the ap-, 
parent evil, that is, the difeafed teftis, is cer. 
tain; the other may or may not be the cafe; 
the one, if left to itfelf, is moft likely to de-- 
{troy the patient in a moft miferable and tedi- 
ous manner; and the other, the fufpected mit. 
chief, may poflibly not exit. i 
But though the timely and proper removal 
of a ue or cancerous tefticle does fre- 
quently fecure to the patient life, health, and 
eafe, which, in fuch circumftances, are not 
attainable by any other means; yet it mutt be | 
remarked, that the improper and. untimely, ; 
performance of the operation is not only not 
attended with fuch happy and falutary event, 
but generally brings on high fymptoms, and | 
quick deftruction. . It eee behoves every 
practitioner to be perfectly well acquainted, 
not only with fuch circumftances as render 
caftration pr racticable and advifable, but with 
thofe which prohibit fuch attempt. | 
_Thefe 
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_». Thefe are of two kinds, and relate either to 
the general habit of the patient, and the dif- 
butler and indifpofitions of fome of the vifcera, | 
or to the ftate of the tefticle, and {permatic 

chatds tselt! > tt 

A pale, fallow complexion, in thofe who: 
ufed'to look otherwife; a wan ‘countenance 
and Jof{s of appetite and flefh, without: any 
acute diforder;-a fever’of the hectic kind; and 
frequent pain in the back and bowels, are, in 
thofe who are afflicted with a {cirrhous tefticle, 
fuch circumftances as would induce a fufpi- 
cion of fome latent mifchief, and incline one 
to fuppofe'that the fame kind of virus, which 
had apparently {poiled. the teftis, may ,alfo 
have exerted its malign influence,on fome of. 
the vifcera: in which cafe, fuccefs from the 
mere removal of the tefticle:is not-to be ex- 
pected. They, whofe conftitutions are {poiled » 
by debauchery and, intemperance, previous to 
their being attacked with this difeafe; who 
have hard livers, and anafarcous limbs, are not 
proper fubjects for fuch an operation. Hard 
tumors within the abdomen in the regions of 
the liver, fpleen, kidneys, or mefentery, im- 
plying a difeafed {tate of the faid vifcera, are 
very material objections to the removal of the 


5 7 local 
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local evil in the fcrotum. In fhort, whenever 
there are manifeft-appearances ‘or fymptoms 
of'a truly difeafed ftateiof any of the principal 
vifcera, the fuccefs of the operation becomes 
very doubtful; more efpecially, if fuch fymp- 
toms and appearances, upon being’ properly 
treated, refift in fuch manner, as to make it 
moft probable, that a cancerous virus is the 
real caufe of them. When none of thefe‘re- 
quire our attention, the object of corifideration 
is the tefticle and ‘its {permatic veflels. The 
ftate of the mere teftis can hardly ever be any 
objection to the operation 5 the fole confider- 
-ation is the'fpermatic chord: if this be in a 
natural ftate, and’free from difeafe, the oper- 
ation not only may, but ought to be per- 
formed, let the condition of the tefticle be 
what it may: if the fpermatic chord be really 
difeafed, the operation ought not to be at+ 
tempted. For although on the one hand, a: 
probability of fuccefs will vindicate an attempt} 
even though it fhould fail; yet, on the othef, 
where there is no fuch probability, an’ oper+ 
ation, though performed in the moft dexterous 
manner, will prove only a. more _ ingenious 
Peed of tormenting. 


This 
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This therefore: (the ftate of -the fpermatic 
chord), is a matter which may require our 
moft ferious! confideration; fince, on this it is 
(when the difeafe appears to be local) that we 
muft found our judgment; and by this muft 
form our refolution, either to leave a man to 
the truly miferable fate of being flowly, though 
certainly, deftroyed, by a cruelly painful, and 
frequently very offenfive difeafe; or endea- 
vour to fave, and preferve him in health and 
eafe, by means which have fo often proved 
fuccefsful, as:truly to deferve the appellation 
of probable. 

All writers on this fabject agree in faying, 
that if the fpermatic procefs bis partaken of 
the difeafed ftate of the tefticle, that is, has 
become enlarged and hardened, and fuch’en- 
Targement and induration extends itfelf quite 
‘up to the abdominal mufcle, that the oper- 
ation‘of caftration ought not'to be performed, 
becaufe it: not only will prove fuccefslefs, but — 
will haften the death of the patient. And 
this.is, in“fome degree, moft certainly trues 
but not without fome: limitation. A truly 
ahd ablolutely difeafed ftate of the {permatic 
chord, in -any (part of it, is certainly a very 
+ cia operate to the operation, as it moft 
ei! -. commonly 
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commonly proves a bar to the fuccefs of it: 
and a morbid ftate of the fame chord quite as 
high as the abdominal mufcle, that. is, of all 
that part of it which is external to the cavity 
of the belly, is a juft and full prohibition 
again{t fuch attempt. But on the other hand 
it muft be obferved, that every apparently 
morbid alteration of the {permatic chord is not 
really fuch; and therefore, that every enlarge- 
ment, induration, fulnefs, &c. which feems 
to alter the f{permatic vefiels from that ftate 
which is called a healthy and natural one, is 
not to be regarded as a difeafe; at leaft, not as 
fuch a difeafe as is fufficient to prohibit the 
attempt to obtain a cure by extirpation, 
The difference between thefe, it is the duty 
of every practitioner to become perfectly ac- 
quainted with, as it is from a confideration of 
thefe, that he ought to determine, whether 
he may, with that firmnefs and aflurance 
which the probable expectation of fuccefs will 
give him, propofe and advife caftration; or 
find himfelf obliged in confcience to difftade, 
or-refufe, the performance of it. 
of When the fpermatic veffels are not cialy 
turgid and full, but firm and hard; when the 
membrane, which invetts and conne¢ts them, 
has: 
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has loft its natural foftnefs and cellular tex- 
fre, and has contracted fuch a ftate, and fuch 
adhefions, as not only greatly to exceed its 
_hatural fize, but to become unequal, knotty, 
and painful, upon being handled, and this 
ftate has poffeffed all that part of the chord, 
~ which is between the opening in the oblique 
mufcle and the tefticle, no prudent, judicious, 
or humane man will attempt the operation; 
becaufe he will moft certainly not only do no 
good to his patient, but will bring on fuch 
_ fymptoms as will moft rapidly as well as pain- 
~ fully deftroy him. Of this there are fo many 
proofs, that the truth of it is inconteftible. 

In fome modern French books, we have in« 
deed miraculous accounts of operations of this 
kind, performed by dividing the tendon of the 
oblique mutele, by tracing the difeafed {per- 
matic veffels within the cavity of the belly, 
and there making the ligature and excifion: 
~ but thefe are operations atin make a figure 

‘in books only, and are performed only by. Vi- 
~“fionary writers; or, if ever they have been 
prattifed, ferve to thew the rafhnefs and in- 
~‘fenfibility of the operators, much more than 
: ‘their judgment or humanity. Whover (not- 
“withftanding thefe tales) performs the oper- 
ation 
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ation in the circumftances above-mentioned, 
will prove himfelf much more hardy than ju- 
dicious; and will deftroy his patient, without ~ 
having the fatisfaCtion of thinking that his at- 
tempt, though fuccefslefs, was yet vindicable; 
the only cir abi Bn which can, in, fuch 
events, give comfort to a man who thinks 
rightly. 

On the other hand, as I have already ee 
. every enlargement of the fpermatic chord is 
not of this kind, nor by any means fufficient 
to prohibit or prevent the operation, 

Thefe alterations, or enlargements, arife 
from two caufes, viz. a varicofe dilatation of 
the {per matic vein, and a collection, or collec- 
tions, of fluid in the membrane invefting and 
enveloping the faid veflels. In the firft eae 
--as there is no reafon in nature why a tefticle, 
whofe vefféls ha ve previoufly: (for fome time 
perhaps) been’ in a varicofe ftate, fhould ‘not 
become f{cirrhous; fo it is alfo clear, that the 
{cirrhofity feizing fuch tefticle will by no 
means remove, or even leflen: fuch varicofe 
dilatation of the veffels from which it is de- ° 
‘pendent; on the contrary, will moft probably, 
and indeed does moft frequently, i increafe fach | 
ae but fuch mere varicofe enlarge- 
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ment of the veflels, whether it be previous or. 


confequential to the morbid {tate of the teftis, 


does not, nor ought to, prevent the removal 


‘of it, if otherwife fitand right. . It is indeedan 


objection to the dogtrine ok Mr. Le Dran, and 


a few other writers, who make no ligature on 
the chord, and truft to a flight contufion of it 
between the finger and thumb for a {uppref- 


fion af the herhatthaces but: is none to the 
relt.of the operation, as I can from experience be 


teftify. ! 
Inthe next igi: sare Aveatelh ftate of a 
truly {cirrhous tefticle, its weight, and the al- 


teration that muft be made in the due and pro- 
per. circulation of the blood,> thro ugh both it. 
and the veflels from which it is dependent. 
may and do concur in inducing a varicofe dila- 
tation of. the {permatic vein, dain produce- 6 


‘ing that knotty, morbid, alteration and hard- 


| make which forbid our attempts. Between fl 


thefe,.a judicious and experienced examiner 
will_generally be able to diftinguith. 
_ In the former (the truly dpteated ftate) the 


dct d.is not only enlarged, but feels unequally - 
hard and. knotty; the parts of which it iscom- ° 


_ pofed are undiftinguifhably blended together ; 
it is either immediately painful to the touch, 


Mon, 1h. 5. Ff ae or 
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or becomes fo foon after being examined; the 
patient complains of frequent pains fhooting up 
through his groin into his back; and from the 
difeafed {tate of the membrane compofing the 
tunica communis, fuch adhefions and connec- 
tions are fometimes contracted, as either fix 
the procefs in the groin, or render it difficult 
to get the finger and thumb quite round it. 

In the bttier: (the mere varicofe diftentiony 
the veffels, though confiderably enlarged ’and 
dilated, are neverthelefs {mooth, fof and 
corhpreffible ; the whole procefs is’ loofe and 
free, and will eafily’permit the fingers of an: 
examiner to go all round it, and to eerie 
the parts of whicH it'is Campofed: it 8 not! 
painful to the touch; nor does the examination 
of it produce, or occafion; thofe darting} pains: 
which almoft always attend’ handling a’ a prowets 
malienantly indurated. 

I do not ‘fay, that the diftin@ton between, 
thefe two ftates is always and invariably to be 
made; but that it often may, I know from re+ 
peated experience: atid thatthe operation may 
fafely be attempted; and fuccefsfully be per- 
formed, I’ know from the fame experience. 
The ftate of a man, left to the mercy of a 
malignant fcirrhus, is fo tr uly deplorable, that 

: Fis, | we 
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we cannot be too attentive in examining the 
precife nature of each individual cafe, and in 
embracing every, opportunity of giving him 
that relief, which it may at one time be in 
our power to give, and which, the lucky op- 
portunity miffed, it may never be in his power 
again CO receive. 

The other circumftance which I have men- 
tioned as capable of deceiving an operator, and 
inducing him to believe that the fpermatic 
_ chord as much more difeafed.than it really is, 
and thereby deterring him from the perform- 
ance of an operation which might prove fuc- 
cefsful, is the extravafation, or colleGion of 
fluid in the cellular membrane enveloping the 
{permatic veflels, between the abdominal oper 
ing and the teftis, 

ix the cellular membrane leading to a dif- 
eafed tefticle, it 1s no very unconimon thing 
to find collections of extravafated fluid. Thefe, 
as they/add confiderably to the bulk, and ap- 
parent fize, of the’ procefs, make the com- 
plaint appear more terrible; and, as I have Na 
faid, lets likely to admit relief. 

When this extravafation is general through 
all the cells of the invefting membrane, and 
the {permatic veflels themfelves are hardened, 

EE 9 eel knotty, 
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knotty, and difeafed, the cafe is without re- 
medy; for although a puncture, or an in- 
eifion, will undoubtedly give difcharge to 
fome, or even the greateft part of the fluid; 
yet this extravafation is fo {mall, and fo infig- 
nificant a circumftance of the difeafe, and the 
_parts in this ftate are fo little capable of bear- 
ing irritation, that an attempt of this kind 
“mutt be ineffe@ual, and may prove mif- 
chievous. | 

But on the other hand, collections of water 
are fometimes made in the fame membrane, 
from an obftruction to the proper circulation 
through the numerous lymphatics in the fper- 
matic procefs, while the veflels themfelves are 
really not difeafed, and therefore very capable 
of permitting the operation. In this cafe, the 
fluid is generally in one cy{t, or bag, like to 
an encyfted hydrocele,: and the f{permatic 
chord, cyft and all, are eafily: moveable from 
fide to fide; contrary to the preceding ftate, 
in which the general load in the membrane 
fixes the whole procefs, and renders it almoft 
immoveable. | : 

A difcharge of the fluid will, in this cafe, 
‘enable the operator to examine the true ftate 
of the procefs, and, as I have twice or thrice 

feen, 
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feen, put it into his power to free his patient 
from one of the moft terrible calamities, which 
can befal a man. ~ | 

There is one more circumftance relative to 
the fcirrhous tefticle, which appears to me to 
be worth attending to, as I cannot help think- 
ing, that it has mifled many, who have not 
fal fufficient opportunity of comparing theory 
with practice. 

It has been confidently afferted, and ig ge= 
nerally believed, that a fcirrhous tefticle never 
begins in the epididymis of the faid tefticle. 
The confequence of this doftrine is, that 
when a difeafe, which affects a tefticle, by 
enlarging and hardening it, makes its firft at- 
tack on the epididymis only, fuch difeafe is 
not allowed tobe a fcirrhus, nor permitted to 
be treated as fuch. 

That inflammatory kind of tumor, Pe rite 
in the virulent gonorrhea, feizes the tefticle, 
and is called the hernia humoralis, affects the 
epididymis; and, even under the beft care, 
fometimes leaves it too large, and too hard. 
This is faid never to end in, or produce a 
_ feirrhus; and, I do not recolle&t, that I have 
ever known it do fo. The difeafe which 
confifts in an induration and enlargement of 
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the whole tefticle, in the more confirmed 
lues, affeéts the epididymis alfo, as well as the - 
glandular part of the tefticle; and I do not 
remember to have feen it, either become can- 
cerous, or not yield to mercury, properly ad-_ 
miniftered. But that a true {fcitrhus, or 
cancer, fometimes makes its firft attack 
on the epididymis, which it alters and 
{poils, before it at all affects the tefticle, is a 
truth, of which I have not the leaft doubt. 
Among others, I formerly belieyed the con- 
trary doctrine; and, in the firft edition of ° 
this book, have given it as my opinion: but 
i am, from: experience, fo perfe&tly con- 
vinced of the truth of what I have now at- 
ferted, that I think myfelf obliged to declare 
it. The miftake, I fuppofe to have been 
made by the firft propagators of this opinion, 
thus: The hernia humoralis, and the vene- 
real farcocele, always enlarge the epididymis, 
and generally leave it fomewhat too hard: 
both thefe have, by adventrous and unknow~ 
ing people, been mittaken for fcirrhi; but it 
‘being found, by experience, that thefe alter- 
ations in the epididymis, were either totally 
removed by medicine, or, if any part remained 
it continued harmlefs through life; an infe- 
tik rence 
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rence was drawn, that.as true {cirrhi are not 
often either removed by medicine, or conti- 
nue harmlefs, therefore an original affection . 
of the epididymis could never ‘ye a true icir- 
rhus:°a deduction, which the premifles do 
not by any means authorife; and which Iam 
fatisfied, is not true. 

The operation of caftration is performed as 
follows: } 

The patient being laid on a table of conve- 
nient height, the imteguments covering the 
{permatic “seis in the groin are tobe suideth 
This incifion fhould " begun, as nearly as 
can be, oppofite to the opening in the abdo- 
minal mufcle, and fhould be continued a good 
way down the fcrotum. 

The manner of beginning this incifion is 
differently defcribed il writers; fome of them > 
advifing that the {kin be held up by an affift- 
ant; others that the knife be ufed perpendi- 
cularly, in this as in other parts: it is indeed 
a matter of no importance at all either to pa- 
tient or furgeon, and therefore may very 
fafely be left to the choice of the latter ;. but 
the length of the divifion is of confequence to 
both. A {mall wound will indeed ferve to 
lay bare the {permatic chord, but it wall not 
permit the operator to do what is neceflary 

Big new) alter ward, 
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afterward, with dexterity or facility: a {mall 
wound gives as much pain in the infliétion as 
a large one; and, as the {crotum muft, firft or 
laft, be divided nearly to the bottom, it had 
better be done at firft, on every account. The 
{permatic chord, thus laid bare, is to be freed 
from its furrounding membranous connexions; 
and then the operator, with his finger and 
thumb feparating the blood-veflels from the 
vas deferens, muft pafs a needle, armed with 
a ligature, between them 5 and having tied the 
former only, mutt cut through or divide the 
whole chord, at a quarter or half an inch dif- 
tance from the faid ligature, according as the 
ftate of the procefs and tefticle will admit. 
This done; he is then (with the fame knife, 
with which he has performed the former part 
of the operation) to difle& the tefticle out from 
its connexion with the {crotum: the loofe tex- 
ture of the dartos, the previous feparation of 
the tefticle from the {permatic veffels, anid the 
help of an affiftant to hold up the lips of the 
wound, will enablehim todo this with verylittle 
pain tothe patient, and great facility to himfelf*, 
© "This circumftance of cutting off the tefticle, before it be 
diffected out from the fcrotum, immediately after the ligature 
has been made, 1s of more confequence to the patient’s eafe, as 


well as to the facility and expedition of the operation, than they 
who have not tried it are aware of. 
; ] f 


/ 
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If any confiderable artery bleeds, either in 
the fcrotum or in the dartos, it muft be re- 
{trained by ligature; and when that is done, 
the void {pace in which the tefticle was, is to 
be very 4ghtly filled with foft dry lint‘; which 


¢ Lint, however foft and lightly applied, atts as a foreign | 
body, and prevents the immediate union of the wound. Our 
prefent method, and which Mr. Pott prattifed fince his publi- 
_ cation of this work, appears to be a confiderable improvement 
on this part of the operation :—when the teftis is removed, and 
the bleeding veflels of the fcrotum, if there are any of confe- 
quence, are fecured, no lint, nor drefling of any kind is intro- 
duced; but the parietes of the wound are brought together and 
retained by ligatures, more or fewer, according to the extent of 
the wound, as, from the moifture of the parts, fticking-plafter 
cannot be depended on: thefe ligatures fhould be tied with flip 
knots, that they may be loofened, without a neceflity being in- 
duced. of removing them, in cafe of any frefh hemorrhage, 
_ which fometimes happens after the patient is warm in bed; dry 
‘Hint is then applied and kept on by a fimple drefling, avoiding 
every thing greafy on the edges of the wound: by thefe means 
the parts unite and heal in great meafure by the firft intention ; 
or, if any collection of matter is formed in the cavity which the 
teftis occupied, it will be in fmall quantity, and eafily difcharged 
by the lower part of the wound, which muft form a depending © 
‘and an advantageous opening; after which the granulations 
will gradually fill the fpace, and the cure will be but little re- 
tarded. This excellent plan of preferving as much found and 
undifeafed fkin as poflible, and putting no obftructions in the . 
way of Nature’s healing powers, has of late years been applied 
to almoft every fpecies of tumor which it may be neceffary to 
remove, and may be efteemed one of the greateft improvements 


of modern furgery. E. 
lint 
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lint fhould be fuffered to remain, until it be 
perfectly loofened by the fuppuration from 
every part of the fore: if it be removed fooner, 
it muft be done by force: in which cafe, it 
will give unneceflary pain, and leave a crude 
undigefted fore; if it be not removed until 
quite loofe, it will give no pain, and the fore 
will be found clean, and well digefted, and 
requiring no other drefling afterward than 
mere dry lint; which, from this time, fhould 
be applied in fuch quantity and manner, as to 
give Nature an opportunity of contracting and 
healing the wound as faft as fhe can; in both 
which, fhe may be confiderably affifted by the 
judicious exhibition of the bark, 

I am very fenfible, that in the above direc- 


tion for the performanee of the operation of mi 


caftration, I have differed from the doétrine of 
fome very eminent modern practitioners; and 
particularly from Mr. Le Dran, 

No man thinks more highly of Mr. Le 
Dran’s abilities than I do; but in thefe matters, 


every one muft take the liberty of judging - 


for himfelf; and [ cannot help thinking, that 

I have good reafon for my opinion. | 
Mr. Le Dran, having divided the integu- 
ments in the groin and fRiceures {eparates the 
| : tefticle 
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tefticle from the furrounding membrane with 
his fingers, and with fciflors. This method 
is rather coarfe, 1s unneceflarily painful, and 
does, what mutt for ever be wrong, multiplies 
the inftruments to be ufed, without any ne- ~ 
ceffity. The knife, in the hands of any man 
at all accuftomed to the ufe of one, will exe- 
cute the whole with more apparent dexterity, 
with lefs pain, and much greater expedition ¢; 

I have, without hefitation, dire@ted the 
{permatic chord to be tied. Mr. Le Dran’s 
advice is different. He advifes, that a ligature 
be paffed underneath it; and left there to be 
tied, or not, as occafion may require, 


d< Je fens Jefcrotum jufqu’ au deffous du tefticule malade, 
**°& avec mes doigts, je detache le tefticule d’avec le tiffu 
«* cellulaire, qui le tient attaché dans le fcrotum. Si quelque 
<* portion membraneufe a dela peine a fe detacher, je la coupe 
** avec des cifeaux.”? Mr. De Garengeot divides the whole 
{crotum with {ciffors ; and I cannot fay that I haye not feen it. 
done in London; but it is a tedious, coarfe, cruel, and very un- 
handy method of doing it. ‘* Cette premiere incifion faite, - 
¢* Voperateur pouffera de force, le doigt indice, ou le grand 
<* doigt fous la peau, dans les cellules graiffeufes, afin d’entrer 
‘* dans le {crotum, & il aggrandira fon incifion, en .coppant fur 
*« fon doigt avec des cifeaux moufles la peau, qu’il aura feparée 
#§ des graifles, et il onvrira ainfi tout le ferotum.” 

Garenceor, Operat, Curr. 


He 
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He then takes the extremity of the latter 
between his finger and thumb; and, by rub- 
bing, pinching, or bruifing, produces a degree 
of contufion, fufficient (as he thinks) to pre- 
vent, in general, any hemorrhage; and, hav- 
ing fo done, he cuts off the tefticle: from the 
faid chord, immediately below the bruifed 
part, leaving (as I {aid before) the ligature 
ready to be tied, if neceflary *. | 

This method, of firfl bruifing, and then 
cutting off the {fpermatic chord, without mak- 
ing a ligature on it, is alfo prefcribed and 
practifed by fome gentlemen of eminence 
here; and J make not the leaft doubt, that, 
both with thefe gentlemen, and with Mr. Le 
Dran, it may have been fuccefsful; but, as I 


e4s* Ticn'y, a que Vartere qui m’intereffe, parce qu'il n’y a 
«* qu’elle, qui puifie donner du fang apres que j’aurai coupé le 


«* cordori. Je la prends entre deux doigts al’endroit, ou elle - 


«* paffe fur l’os pubis, et avec elle les veines qui l’entourent ; 
“« puis je paffe entre ces vaiffeaux et le canal deferent, que l’on 
s¢ diftingue fous le doigt, a fa dureté, une aiguille enfilée de 
«« deux brins de fil ciré. J’ote Vaiguille, et je laiffe les fils, 
“© pour faire la ligature au cas qu’elle devienne neceffaire. Je 
«¢ prends auflitot les vaiffeaux plus bas que l’os pubis, et je le 


«« froiffe entre mes doigts, pour y faire une efpece de contu- 


«« fion; puis je coupe le cordon un peu au deffous de cette 
«« endroit froiffe.? A, M. Lz Dran. 


have 
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have feen three people lofe a very alarming 
quantity of blood, and one very nearly his life 
under it; and as in the many times which I 
have performed this operation, I never faw 
the leaft inconvenience arife from the ligature, 
I cannot approve the omiffion of it. 

Mr. Le Dran himfelf not only feems to be 
apprehenfive of what may be the confequence, 
by his pafling a ligature, and leaving it ready 
to be tied, and by the very good reafon which 
he gives for not cutting off the {permatic 
ibd (as moft of his countrymen advife) 
clofe to the opening in the tendon of the ob- 
lique mufele ; but alfo, in the fame para- 
graph, acknowledges, that a fatal haemorrhage 
has been the confequence of the ligature hay- 
ing flipped off, after it has been made‘. 

In 


. f «¢ On demandera, pourquoi je-ne fais pas la ligature da 

‘*‘ cordon immediatement au deffous de l’anneau, comme les 

*¢ auteurs le prefcrivent. Jereponds, que filaligature s’échappe, 

“* on ne peut plus lier Partere qui fe retire au deffus de l’an- 

«© neau, ou elle peut donner du fang dans le tiffu cellulaire i 
‘6 a i et faire perir le malade, comme Pon a vu arriver.? 

. Le Dran. 

«© $i le cordon {permatique eft gonflé jufqu’ aupres de l’an- 

- nean, onne peut fuivre cette methode; et il faut ab/lument 

«« faire la ligature du cordon, immediatement au deflous de 

«¢ Panneau.” 
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In the cafe of a perfe@ly found:and wnale 
tered {permatic chord, in which the veflels 
aré not become varicofe, and the operator, cait 
make his divifion of them as low as he pleafes, 
this froiflement, this contufion may be fufh- 
- cient to prevent an heemorthage but in cafes 


where the f{permatic, chord is enlarged; Mr. 


Le Dian himfelf does not think it fafe to truft 
to it. And that the veflels, from which a 
{cirrhous tefticle is dependent, may. be confi- 
derably enlarged and diftended, and that pretty 
high, and yet not fo difeafed as to render the 
operation unadvifable or unfuccefsful, I have 
more than once or twice feens The com- 
pretlion which may be made, of the extremity 


« Panneau.”? The remairider of this paragraph does indeed 
feem a kind of contradiction of the preceding. <« S’il‘eft tres 
" gonflé memie un plus haut que l’atineau,; et qu’on ne puifle fe 
‘¢ difpenfer de faire Voperation, il n’y a point de ligature a 
st faire; il faut fendre un peu l’anfieau; puis couper le cordon, 
«« et Partere ne donnera pas de fang.” Set afide all confider- 
ation of the propriety or impropriety of performing the oper- 
ation, when the {permatic chord is difeafed above the ring (as 
itis called) what can be the reafon, why the artery fhould not 
be expected to bleed, after being divided within the abdomen? 
when the fatne gentleman allows it to have produced a fatal 
hemorrhage, upon retiring into that cavity, or into the cellular 
membrane of the peritoneum, after having been cut off without 
the faid ring. - 


” of 


~ 
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of the divided chord againft the-os pubis, on 
which fome ftrefs feems to be laid, will, whe-' 
ther it be made by the finger, or by comprefs 
and bandage, prove more troublefome to the 
patient, than the very momentary pain of the 
ligature. | 

The faft circumftance in which I have vens 
tured to differ from the commonly-prefcribed 
rules, is, that I have not advifed the removal 
of any part of the fcrotum’. 

My reafon is that Inever found it neceffary 
in any cafe, when the fcrotum was not adhe 
rent to the tefticle. 

Let the fize of the fcirrhus be what it may}; 
the fcrotum will corrugate to its natural form, 
when the wound is healéd; and if in the 
operation it fairly be divided to the bottom, 


© «« Si quelque portion membraneufe a de la peine a fe de- 
“ tacher, je la coupe, avec des cifeaux ; & guand le tefticule off 
** o¢é, j’enleve une partie de la peau du fcrotum, fr cette peair 
“« eft trop etendue par le volume de la tumeur.” Meade 
i Lz Dran. 

“The fame dire@ion is given by Laur. Heifter. «Cutis 
*{croti que exempto teficulo fapervacanea ut refecati forficé 
« debet.””. By which means (that is, by not removing the 
fkin,along with the tefticle, but afterward’) the patient fuffers 
almoft as much pain, as the whole operation, properly per- 
formed, would occafion; and that without any neceflity. 


will 
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will neither lodge matter during the cure, 
nor produce any inconvenience afterward, 

‘When it is adherent to the tefticle, and the 
cellular ftructure of the dartos is thereby de- 
ftroyed, all fuch adherent part fhould certainly 
be removed; not only becaufe it is deceafed, 
but becaufe it will give the patient a great 
deal of unneceflary pain to diflect it: but then _ 
it fhould always be removed along with the 
tefticle, in the manner directed by Mr. Samuel 
Sharpe, and not be diflected off firft, and re- 
moved afterwards. 

By the latter method, the anene S pain is 
increafed, prolonged, and even renewed with- 
out the leaft neceflity. | ; 

In every operation, in which a confiderable 
portion of {kin is to be divided, and particularly 
in this, and in the amputation of womens’ 
breafts, it fhould always be remembered, that, 
as the divifion of the {kin (the general organ 
of fenfation) is the moft acute and painful 
part of what is done by the knife, it cannot 
be done too quick, and fhould always be done 
at once: the fcrotum {fhould always be divided 
‘to the bottom, and the circular incifion in the 


{kin of a breaft always made quite round, be- 
fore 
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fore any thing elfe be thought of. If thig . 
be not. executed properly, nai perfe@ly; the 
operation will be attended with a great deal 
of pain which might be avoided, and the 
operator will be juftly blameable. 

_ Before I take my leave of this operation, I 
think it right to give the young practitioner a 
caution, Viz that if the tumor, be of a pyri- 
~ form figure, perfectly fmooth, and equal in 
its {urface, and free from pain, notwithftand- 
ing the degree of hardnefs may be great, and 
he may, in his own opinion, be clear that the 
tumor is not produced by water, but is a true 
{citrhus, I would advife him, immediately 
previous to the operation, to pierce the ante- 
rior part with a trocar, in order to be certain. 
My reafon for giving this advice is, that I was 
once: fo deceived by every apparent circum- 
ftance of a true, equal, indolent {cirrhus, that 

h This paflage has been quoted as a proof that Mr. Pott’s 

ufual practice was to remove the whole fkin covering a cancer- , 
ous breaft; but it could only relate to thofe cafes in which the 
‘tkin was fixed to the gland, and partook of the difedfe. When 
it was found afd uhaffeéted, Mr: P: by his doctrine and prac- 
tice inculcated the prefervation of it; and I have many times 


feen him remove large tumors by means of a fimple line, fo as 
to preferve the ‘kin entire. | . Bi 


Vor. Il. Ge IT removed | 
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I removed a tefticle, which proved upon exa~ 
mination to be fo little difeafed, that, had I 
~ pierced it with a trocar previous to the oper- 
ation, I could and certainly nes have pre- 
ferved it. 

‘Having, in the immediately preceding page 
given my opinion very explicitly candies 
the expediency and propriety of removing, by 
the operation of caftration, a {cirrhous tefticle, 
when fairly characterifed, and properly cir- 
cumftanced, it cannot be neceffary to relate 
any fuch cafes. Every man, who is at alt 
converfant with this kind of bufinefs, knows, _ 
that the operation on proper fubjects, and in — 
proper inftances, is very frequently fueceff- 
ful; and that many people have been by it 
refcued from immediately impending mifery, 
and have pafled many years in health and | 
eafe, and in a ftate to propagate their {pecies- 

Particular accounts of fuch, would appear 
like mere boaftings of fuccefs. 

_Thofe, therefore, which follow, are fo- 
ietted, either becaufe the fortunate event was’ 
not very probable; and they may therefore 
ferve to prove, that we fhould not too haftily 
or inadvertently defpair : : 

Or, becaufe their true nature was mifta- 


4 ken; 
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ken’ and, therefore, they were improperly 
treated ; 

Or, that they wete attended with circum- 
ftances not to be forefeen or prevented : 

Or, that the cafe was too long negleéted, 
and the operation too long deferred; or per- 
formed when fuccefs from it was not at all 
likely : 

Or, that they were combined with other 
complaints, either general ot local; by 
which the betft eildulated attempts muit be 
fruftrated : | 

Or, that they contain fomething in theit 
nature which appears to be fingular. From — 
éach, or all of which, I apprehend the praéti- 
_tioner may reap full as much, if not mote, 
Beneficial inftru€tion, than from the moft 
eh hiftories of fuccefs. 


CG A, SB |) XXXIX, ) 


“A Man about forty-feven years old, who 
had been, for the {pace of three or four years, 
dffli@ed with a truly {cirrhous tefticle, applied 
tome. He had been, more than once, dur- 
ing that time, advifed to part with it, but was- 
afraid of the operation. He was now alarmed 

Gg2 by 
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by an alteration which it had lately under- 
gone; and from fome circumftances. in» his 
general health which were new. ‘The tu- 
mor,,from its firft appearance, had been indo= 
lent and equal, the {permatic chord in a na- 
tural {tate, and he had no other complaints of 
_any kind. The tefticle was now very un- 
equal j in its furface; it had increafed confider~ 
ably, within the laft three months; . and. the 
{permatic chord was enlar ged, (that is) be- 
come varicofe, more than half way. from the 
tefticle to the groin. ‘He had alfo a colicky, 
diforder, sihicl recurred frequently without 
any purging. beh 

The cafe was unfavourable ; F oth there ap- 
pear ed to me.to be no chances, but from. caftras. 
tion: the ftate of the {permatic veflels ren- 
dered that dubious ; ; but the improbability. of, 
the difeafe remaining in its pr efent ftate, made 
it {till worth tinal! The general ftate 
of the patient’s health, was alfo an alarming 
circumftance; but neither . could that , be 
amended, while the local difeafe remained. : 

Having apprifed him, of all thefe ale 
tances, be willingly fubmitted to the oper. 
ation; which was performed the next. day. 
The ftate of the procefs juft admitted of mak- - 


ing 
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ing the ligature between the enlarged part 
_ and the abdominal mufcles. Nothing parti-” 
cular attended the cure; the fore healed very 
kindly, andthe man has enjoyed a good ftate 
of health ever fince: which is now, between 
four and five years. 


G Ay,, Sin a. 


A GENTLEMAN from America applied to 
me on account of a complaint in one of his 
tefticles. It had, while he was abroad, been 
fuppofed to be, and had been treated as, ve- 
nereal; by which means, what was, at firft, 
a fimple, equal, indolent fcirrhus, with a 
{permatic chord unaltered from a natural ftate, 
was, when I faw it, unequal, at times pain- 
ful, and dependent from fpermatic veffels 
confiderably enlarged and {fwollen, though ftill 
foft, and free from knot or induration. He 
was otherwife in perfect health, his age 
thirty-three, and his conftitution unhurt by 
debauchery or intemperance. | 
_ With regard to the tefticle, there could be 
no doubt, either of the nature of the difeafe, 
or the propriety of its, being removed ; but, 
Gig:g Bom, a the 
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the fate of the {permatic veflels was.fuch, as. 
made the profpe& of fuccefs from caftration 
very uncertain. ‘Iwo or three confultations 
were had; the refult of all which were nearly 
the fame, that is, the furgeons were very ap- 
prehenfive of the operation, from the ftate of 
the chord, and therefore would not prefs it 5 
and the phyficians prefcribed internal reme- 
dies; and among thefe the cicuta, which 
luckily happened to difagree fo much with 
the patient, that he would not go on with it: 
I fay luckily, becaufe it thereby prevented 
the lofs of more time in the ufe of it. 

The patient was fingle, a fenfible man, 
and had a great deal of courage and refolution 
in his natural conftitution. 

Having maturely weighed all that had been 
faid to him, and finding that no relief was 
likely to accrue from medicine, and that his 
difeafe was as little likely to ftand ftill, he de- 
termined rather to take the chance which the 
operation would give him, either of fudden 
deftruction, or a cure, than live in that flate 
of anxiety, which mutt arife from a conftant 
meditation on the nature of his difeafe. — 

The operation was performed; and in the | 
gxecution of it, I was particularly attentive to 

the 
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the fate of the veffels. The whole procefé 
was, I may venture to fay, full double the 
fize it ought to be, and the veins very tor- 
tuous, by their being diftended; but there 
was no induration, nor any inequality, fave 
that. proceeding from the varicofe ftate of 
them. 

When the tefticle was aoe I examined 
that alfo very carefully. The cavity of the 
tunica vaginalis was, in a great meature, abo- . 
lithed, i an almoft general adhefion of that 
membrane with the albuginea; the epididy- 
mis was tolerably found, but the whole com- - 
pages of the teftis hard- and difeafed: and in 
the very centre of it was a putrid flough, 
and a very {mall quantity of ill-coloured 
{anies. | : | 
It is now above five years fince the oper- 
ation. ‘The patient has enjoyed perfe& health 
ever fince, and finds no one inconvenience 
from the lofs'of the part. | pie 

In thefe two cafes, the event was ae 

beyond expeétation. In fuch circumftances, 
every thing is to be feared: the operation is 
{eldom advifable, becaufe feldom fuccefsful. 
_ However, they may ftand as inftances to 
prove, that where there is even a fmall foun- 

Ge 4 dation 
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dation for hope, it is better to embrace fuch 
opportunity, than to leave the patient to his: 
fate. Neither himfelf nor his friends fhould, 
in fuch cafe, be flattered or deceived; but the 
uncertainty fhould be laid before them, and 
the operation fhould be their own choice, 


CASE. XII, 


A youNG man, about twenty-four years 
old, defired my opinion concerning a tefticle, 
which was beginning tor enlarge, ae was al- 
ready become very har 

The account he gave was as follows :” 

That, about feven,or eight months before, 
he had a common hernia humoralis, in confe- 
quence of the fuppreffion of a gonorrhea by 
hard riding, That the inflammatory fymp- 
toms were foon removed by reft, evacuation, 
and proper application; but that neither the 
tefticle, nor the epididymis, had ever returned. 
to their natural fize. That the furgeon, 
whofe care he had been ‘under, had, fince 
the inflammation was gone off, given him a 
confiderable quantity of mercurial medicine 
internally, and had rubbed on a good deal 
of the ointment externally; by which his 

I mouth 
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mouth’ had’ been made fore ; and that he had: 
alfo taken two or three mercurial vomits. 
\ The- tumor was perfectly indolent, even 
upon being handled; it had a ftony, incom- 
preflible kind of hardnefs, and the {permatic 
veflels: were in a found, natural ftate. 
- Itold him, that whatever might have given 
rife to his difeafe, it was my opinion that it 
was a true fcirrhus; that it would never be 
cured by medicine; that, although it. was 
quiet, and free from pain now, no man would 
pretend to fay how long it might continue 
fo; and that I fhould, by all means, advife 
him to part with it in its prefent ftate, rather 
than ftay till fuch alteration fhould be made in 
it, as though it might induce him to comply, 
might render the operation unfucce({sful. He 
difapproved my advice, and I faw no more of 
him for near four months; at the end of 
_ which time, he called upon me again. 
His tefticle was a good deal gieteega in 
fize, but the fpermatic chord ftill unaffe@ted. 
I repeated my former advice, and he again 
refufed to comply, | 
At the diftance of two months from shite 
time, I faw him again. His tefticle was fill 
more enlarged, and the cavity of the tunica — 
vaginalis 
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vaginalis palpably contained a fluid. He faid, 
he had fhewed it to two other furgeons; both 
ef whom had promifed him much relief, if 
not a cure, by letting out that water, which 
they told him made the principal part of his 
difeafe. JI anfwered, that I had no manner of 
doubt that there was a fluid; but that I ap- 
prehended it to be much lefs in quantity than 
either he, or they who had promifed a cure 
by letting it out, took it to be: that it ap- 
peared to me to make fo fmall a part of the 
fwelling, that I was fure that the decreafe of 
fize, upon its difcharge, would bear no pro- 
portion to his expectation ;_ that this fluid 
made no part of the original difeafe, but was 
an accidental distondopattie ; that an opening 
made: into.a tefticle fo circumftanced might 
excite very difagreeable fymptoms, from 
which he was at prefent free; and that my 
opinion was ftill, that it ought to be totally 
removed, or not meddled with. 

He left me, with much diflatisfaGion. He 
faid, that I was too tenacious of my own opt- 
nion, and too regardle{fs of that of others. 
But I had feen too many of thefe cafes to be in 
any doubt concerning its nature; and I knew 


the people, under ele direGtion he then 
was, 
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was, too well to fuppofe, either that they 
knew any thing of the matter, or that they 
would leave any thing unattempted, while 
he had either credulity or money. Soon after 
this I heard, that he had fubmitted to have a 
puncture made, by which a very {mall quan- 
tity of bloody ferum was difcharged; but the 
fize of the tumor fo little jefieneas that his 
operator would fain have thruft a lancet in 
again, and deeper; but this the patient would 
not permit. 

Being vexed at what had happened, he 
came not again to me, till at the diftance of 
_hear two Sealahs more. He was now in a 
very different ftate. His complexion was wan 
and pale, his flefh and appetite gone, his tef- 
ticle very large, unequal, and painful, and the 
{permatic chord difeafed quite up to his groin. 
I was very forry to be obliged to tel! him, 
that I could do him no good; and that the 
operation was by no means. advifable. 

_ He now, of courfe, fell into the hatids- inf 
hits who only want a little ready money; 
and having tried two or three of thefe, he was 
advifed to take the cicuta; which he did for 
fome time, and in large dofes, but (as ufual) 
without any real or permanent good effec. 

His | 
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His ftate, foon after this, became truly de- 
plorable - his tefticle was of an amazing fizes . 
the fpermatic chord, quite up to his belly, fo 
large as hardly to be capable of being grafped 
by ne hand; a very large, hard tumor within’ 
that fide of the belly; his pain acute ‘and 
conftant ; and his flefh, ftrength, and -appe- 
tite, totally gone. 
In thefe circumftances, a believer i in the 
omnipotence of the fublimate folution, pre- 
{cribed it for him; from which he received 
the advantage of having his death haftened. 


CAs? Es <KEIL 


A MAN about thirty, of a full plethoric ha: - 
bit, fhewed me a tumor in the {permatic pro- 
cefs, about the midway between the groin 
and tefticle: it was hard, circumfcribed, in- - 
dolent when not meddled with, but painful 
for a long time after having been handled, 
and the pain of fuch kind, as to. indicate the; 
difeafe not to have a very benign character :. 
the tefticle was perfectly free. 

I advifed the lofing fome blood, gentle eva- 
cuation by ftool, the ufe of a fufpenfory to 


take © 
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take off the weight, and defired the patient to 
jet me fee him again in about ten days. At 
the diftance of fomewhat more than a month, 
he came to me again: and told me, that from 
me he had gone to a rupture-do&tor, who put 
a trufs on him, and giving him an external _ 
application, bad him come to him again in a 
week; that the preflure of the trufs, joined 
to the irritating quality of the: ointment, 
greatly increafed the pain and the {welling ? 
that. his doctor then applied an adhefive plaf= 
ter; and when he had worn'that afew days, 
he thruft a lancet into the body of:the tumor :' 
that nothing followed the lancet but blood ; 
that’ he enlarged the opening, and filled it 
with lint; and that, for feveral days after, he 
had dreffed the fore with red powder (preci- - 
pitate). He had now as-truly malignant@ — 
cancerous fore, as I ever faw; and: all the 
{permatic procefs above it! was fo difeafed, as: 
to prohibit all thought of an operation, »No-' 
thing palliated the fury with which it: pro-! 
ceeded ;’. he lived feveral months in great! and 
conftant pain, having a'large hard body. within 
the belly (on that fide) extending from. ‘the’ 
groin quite up to the region.of the kidney ; 
and which, I make no doubt, confifted of the 
difeafed {permatic. veflels.’ 

CASE 
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CASE wax. 


A MAN; about Sullaihetiies years old, who 
lived at fome corfidetable diftance from Lon- 
don, perceived one of his tefticles becoming 
hard; latger in fize than it ufed to be; and 
when he was on horfeback, fomewhat painful, 

Having been feveral times clapped, and 
tivice confited with a hernia humoralis, he 
thought that this {welling was of the fame 
kind, and applied to the apothecary of the 
town where he lived; who, not being much 
accuftomed to furgery, and being mifled by | 
the patient’s opinion and account, looked on 
it in the fame light, and gave him feveral 
dofes of calomel: thefe not fucceeding to his 
with, he confined the patient to his bed, ap= 
plied a poultice to the fcrotum, and vomited 
him twice or thrice, with the mercufius emet. 
flavus. By this procefs the man became fe- 
verifh; Joft his appetite, fleep, and flefh 3 
and the tefticle increafed, both in fize — 
hardnets. 

Iwas now confulted by letter, and sien 
thy opinion, that the cafe was not venereal 
that mercurial medi¢ines, or whatever was 

likely 
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likely to increafe the circulation, were wrong, 
and would be found prejudicial ; that waka 
ever might become neceflary hereafter, ‘the 
prefent intentions ought to be, to pags 
eafe, to remove the fevers to keep the body 
(which had always been coftive) gently open, 
and to acquire ftrength by the adminiftration 
of :foft, light sitimrishintehe!t ; and I recom 
mentded the decoct. fartapatille, with milk, 
for his common drink. 

In another letter, which I received at about 
three weeks diftance from the firft, my opi- 
nion was afked concerning the cicutat to 
which I replied, that in’ feitrhous and can- 
cerous cafes, (one of which I took this to be) 
T had never yet feen it do any good, though 
taken, for a confiderable time, “ana in ice 
dofes; but, on the other hand, asT had never- 
feen it do'any harm, I could: chee no oobjets 
tion to its being tried. | 

In about two months, or a little more, 1 
had another letter, giving te am account that 
the cicuta had been taken freely, and had 
alfo been conftantly applied as a cataplafm > 
that, in about 2 month after its firft applica 
tion, the pains, both in the part and in the 
ae s back, wete remarkably increafed’;’ 

° that 
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that, he now and then complained of being 
chilly: ;, and that-there had been, from. about 
that time, .a palpable, fluctuation of a-fluidy 
near to the furface of the tumor; that this 
fluid had been let out by the point of alancet, 
and proved. to. be only a {mall quantity of 
a bloody, ferum;, that, from the time. this 
opening had been made, the. pain as well as 
the fize of the tumor had increafed ;_ that, by. 
continuing the cicuta poultice, with the addi- 
tion of fates Burgundy pitch, a collection of 
matter, or impofthumation, was; now pros 
duced, plainly, to be felt, though deep in the 
body of the tefticle: and I was defired to fay, 
what I thought would be the propereft man- 
ner of giving difcharge to it. | 
I eit, ty that it was a. very dif- 
agreeable thing to be obliged to give a pofitive 
opinion,on a Sa by, relation aes ; and that 
from thofe who I was fure thought not of it as 
I did... That as it was. by no means unlikely 
that I might be miftaken, I defired, that what 
I fhould now fay might not be underftood or 
applied to any cdi cafe, than what J took © 
this: to be; that I took it to bea {eirrhus, 
which was becoming cancerous.,apace, and 
would very foon fhow more of its malignant . 
difpofition : 
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‘difpofition ; efpecially if irritated. That the .. 
fluid, which had been let out, was nothing 
more than the water of the tunica vaginalis ; 
whofe abforption was prevented; and whofe | 
colour was produced by the difeafed ftate of 
the tefticle. That I fhould not have advifed 
the letting it out at all; much lefs in that 
{mall quantity. ‘That it was my opinion, 
that the fluid, which was now fuppofed to be 
felt to flu€tuate deep in the body of the tefti- 
cle, was by no means matter, or the effect of 
a kindly fuppuration ; ; buta malignant fanies, 
the confequence of the very difeafed {tate of 
the teftis. “That I did verily believe they 
would find, that the quantity of it bore {mall 
proportion to the fize of the general tumor. 
That the letting it out would, more probably, 
occafion an aggravation than an alleviation of 
fymptoms, and render the difeafe {till more 
painful and more hazardous than it was al- 
ready. And that I fhould not be furprifed to 
hear, that there was no fluid at all. } 

To this I received a fhort reply, fignifying, 
that it was apprehended I had miftaken the 
cafe. That another gentleman in London , 
had been confulted; who (from the account 
' given of the ftate of the fpermatic chord, of 
Voi. Il, Hh the 
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the preceding herniz humorales, and, moft 
probably, from amifreprefentation of the cafe} 
had advifed the making an opening by- knife > 
which had been done: but the writer of the 
letter did not fay a word about what was let 
out. : 
I heard no more of the cafe, or patient, for 
near another month ;. and then was fent for,, 
one evening, to an inn in this town, where 
I found him in a fituation truly deplorable. — 
The tefticle was: amazingly large, and one 
half of it covered by a prodigious fungus, 
which was intolerably painful, gleeted largely, 
and at times bled profufely; the {permatic’ 
procefs was alfo very large, and a tumor 
plainly to be felt within the belly, caufed by 
the difeafed ftate of the feminal veffels. The 
man’s ftrength and flefh were exhaufted ;. in 
fhort he was: dying, and did not live above a 

week or ten days from this time. . ertit 
I believe it muft be unneceffary for me to 
obferve, that the mifconception of the nature, 
and the method of treating, the three preced- 
ing cafes, had no {mall fhare in contributing 
to the fufferings of the patients, and to the 
fatality of their events. I believe.alfo, that 
moft practitioners, who have been converfant 
7 ye” with 
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wath this kind of bufinefs, will be of opinion, - 
that the operation, performed in due time, 
would certainly have contributed tothe eafe, 
and perhaps to the prefervation of them. 

_-@ cancerous difpofition in the habit will 
certainly render a patient liable to be de- 
ftroyed, by the difeafed ftate of parts out of 
our reach ; and thereby render the operation, 
although performed in due time, in the beft 
manner, and under the moft favourable appa- 
rent circumftances, unfuccefsful: but as this 
very often cannot be forefeen, or foreknown, 
furely it muft be very wrong to omit doing 
avhat may preferve health and life, only be- 
caufe it may alfo happen, that it may do nei- | 
ther. In all thefe cafes, a guarded prognoftic 
fhould be made; and it fhould be confidered, | 
that though we are fometimes deceived and 
fruftrated by finifter events, yet, on the other 
hand, it happens, and that not infrequently, 
that cafes which have even an unfavourable 
and threatening afpect at firft, come to a very 


happy iffue. 
Duighin Seed bo REAM, 


A MAN, about fifty years old, defired my 
advice concerning a difeafed tefticle. It was 
Hh 2 about 
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about the fize of a fmall pomegranate, very 
hard, perfe€tly free from pain, and the fper+ 
matic procefs free from all appearance of dif- 
eafe.. Caftration, he faid, he was determined 
not to fubmit to; and only wanted to know, 
whether I could put him into any other me- 
_thod of getting rid of his difeafe. IT gave him 
my opinion very freely, on the great impro- 
bability of his being ferved by any other means: 
and though I did, in fome degree, advife him 
to fubmit to the operation, yet there were 
fome circumftances in his general health, 
which induced me not to prefs it; and made 
me rather pleafed, that he was previoufly de- 
termined againft it. He had a very fallow, 
difeafed complexion, a general want of muf- 
cular flefh, and firmnefs; a very frequent 
colic, fometimes attended with a threatening 
diarrhoea, and fometimes with an obftinate 
conftipation. In the {pace of two or three 
years, he took a great variety of medicines ; 
and faw a great number of praétitioners, both. 
recular andirregular, but found no benefit ; 
neither did the tefticle in all that {pace of time 
fuffer any material alteration, or the procefs © 
become at all affected. He died of an obiti- 
nate and painful dyfentery: and when he 
Was. 
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was opened, his mefentery was found full of 
large, hard, {cirrhous knots ; all the lympha- 
tic glands about the receptaculum chyli, and 
beginning of the thoracic duct, remarkably 
difeafed; and the liver much penaraed and 
hardened. 

The want of an healthy appearance, the 
pains, and other complaints which attended © 
the man, might have been owing to caufes 
independent of his fcirrhous tefticle; and upon 
fuch fuppofition, the removal of the faid tef- 
ticle by the operation might haye been vindi- 
cable: but if it had been done, it fhould have. 
been under a very guarded and doubtful prog- 
noftic, 

ie tae on 4 gah 

A man about fifty, fhewed me a large, dif- 
eafed tefticle, which he faid had been gradu- 
ally, for near four years, getting to that fize 
and ftate; and was produced, as he thought, 
by the kick of a child. 

The furgeon whe attended his family had 
often feen it, while it was fmall, equal, and 
free from pain; and had as often prefled him 
to part with it; but while it was ays he 


would never think of it. | 
Hh 3 | It 
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It was now large, and unequally hard ¢ it 
had, in fome parts of it, a quantity of fluid, 
m= others none; it was very painful to the 
touch; it gave him great uneafinefs in his 
back, from its weight, and even while it was 
fufpended, or he was in bed, he’had -fuch and 
fo frequent darting pains im it, as to render 
him very unhappy, and to deprive him very 
much of his natural refty “The {permatic 
¢hord was: perfectly free; but the frequency 
of his pain, ard the difturbance of his’ fleep, 
gave him a’ very unhealthy appearati¢e. I 
Ei him, that I thought he had mified the 
moft favourable opportunity, by not fabmit- 
ing tothe operation while the tefticle'was 
{mall, fmooth, and indolent; that fome cir. 
cumftances in his general ftate and habit were 
unfavourable; but fill, as the fpermatic pro- 
cefs was free, and as there was no great pros 
bability that the tefticle would ever’ again” be 
eafy, or’ céafe’ to indreafe in fize anit the 
; fpermatics fhould become? difeaféd alfo, 1 
thought it was better to take the chance of. 
the’ operation, than fubmit to that certain 
mifery which mutt attend the farther an 
of the difeafe. : | | 
The patient confented; ‘the psavaticl Was 
i eae ee performed ; 
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performed; and every thing went on inthe 
moft favourable manner, till the fore was re- 
’ duced to the fize of a fixpence; he was then 
feized + with a pain in his belly, the fore 
changed its afpe&t, and from. appearing to be 
almott healed, it fretted, became foul, {pongy, 
and fpread fo confiderably, that in a fortnight’s 
time it was as broad as a hand; it bled fre- 
quently, gleeted largely, was extremely pain- 
ful, and very offenfive; nothing that was 
done had any good effect en it; and, having 
Jancuifhed fome months, he died. 

Some of the circumftances in this cafe were. 
undoubtedly unfavourable; but I have feen 
people do very well under fimilar ones; and 
i ftill think, that the patient chofe the leffer 
of the two eyils, and embraced the more pro- 
baple emi 


CAS EE XLVI. 


A poor man, who was in St. Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital for a hurt in one of his legs, 
defired me to look at his fcrotum, which was 

of.a very large fize. 
The tumor was principally formed by wa- 
fer in the tunica vaginalis teftis; but, through 
i h 4, | the 
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the fluid, it was eafy to diftinguith a difeafed 
tefticle... He complained of uneafinefs from 
the weight, and had, he faid, now and then a 
pain fhot up from the tefticle into his ‘back : 

he had alfo, now and then, a colic, with nau- 
fea and inclination to vomit; and was very 
 fubje&t toa fort of ftrangury. I drew off 
near a wine. quart of a yellow thin fluid, by 
means of a trocar; and when that was done, 
was fo fatisfied that the teftis was difeafed, 

that I would, have immediately removed it; 
but the man.would not confent. He foon 
got well of his leo g, and was difcharged from 
the hofpital. 

He was a. bricklayer’s cee : oa in 
about a fortnight or three weeks time from 
his difcharge, fell from a high {caffold, and 
was fo much hurt that he died, after he had 
_been again in the hofpital two days; and I 
gladly embraced the opportunity of examining 
his dead body. . The tunica vaginalis was not 
only much diftended, but confiderably thick- 
ened. ‘The tefticle was a great deal too large, 
and too hard; but upon et ae did not fhew 
any confiderable mark of difeate, except in its 
very centre, where there was a {mall quantity 
of a difcoloured fanies, and a putrid flough. 

~The 
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‘The fpermatic veffels were not at all altered 

from a natural ftate, except that the vein was _ 
varicofe. Immediately below the emulgent 
veffels, on the right fide, was an irregular tu- 
mor, near as big as the kidney itfelf, perfe@ly 
{cirrhous, and firmly attached both to the renal 
blood-veffels, and to the aorta. ‘The external 
part of this tumor was rough and unequal, 
and of a whitifh colour: and in the centre of 
it were exactly the fame appearances as within 
the tefticle, viz. a fmall quantity of matter, 

and a flough. : 

Where the ureter was croffed by this tu- 
mor, it was much comprefled and ftraitened 
in its diameter; but below this ftricture it was 
confiderably dilated. ‘The kidney was not 
quite healthy in its appearance. 

Had this man ‘been caftrated, I make no 
doubt that his internal {cirrhus would have de- 
ftroyed him; but that was a citcumftance not 
to be colleéted from his general ftate, or from ~ 
his complaints, and therefore not to be fore- 
known: the operation would therefore have 
been vindicable, though unfuccefsful. | 


CASE 
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patos bree RLV Le 


A MIDDLE-AGED man was brought into St. 
Bartholomew’ s hofpital for an op hurt,. 
of which he foon got well: and when he was 
going to be pices he defired Mr. Freke, 
aA patient he had been, to look at one of 
his tefticles.. It was large and unequally hard; 
gave him a great dha of pain at fhort inter- 
vals, and touted to contain a quantity « of fluid 
in its middle part: the {permatic chord was 
pretty free, juft at its. exit from the abdomen; 
but all between that: Lppint and. the tefticle 
was much difeafed. ' ie 

Some of the gentlemen prefent expreffed 
their puprahenGons that the /ate. of the pro- 
cefs: was fuch, that,the operation would moft 
probably be unfuccefsful, and therefore they 
were rather inclined, that the man thould be 
difcharged without:any attempt,of that kind; 
but Mr. Freke thought otherwife, and per- 
_ formed it immediately. The veflels of the 
difeafed procefs were varicous to a great de- 
gree, and very knotty and hard; the con- 
necting membrane was much thickened,. the 

epididymis 
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epididymis and tefticle quite confounded toge- 
ther; and in the body of the latter was a 
quantity of bloody fanies, contained in two or 
three large cells. | | 
"Phe man got no reft after the operation, 
the veffels of the dartos bled through all the 
dreffings more than once, and in a few hours 
he bécatne very hot and reftlefs, with a pulfe 
quick and hard. ; 
- "The next day he bled again; not from the 
chord, but from the anit dartos: his fcro- 
tum became much {welled, and loaded witha 
lymphatic kind of tumefaction, but was very 
~ little inflamed; his pulfe was inconceivably 
rapid, but {mall; he complained of acute pains 
in his back, a burning heat within it, an into- 
erable thirft, and an anxiety that was more 
terrible to bear than all the reft: toward night 
(of the fecond day) his pulfe faultered, he be- 
came eafy, and his extremities cold; and early 
on the third morning he died. 


Ci, Ao. be XLVIII. 


A HEALTHY man, under forty, came to 
me with a complaint in one of his tefticles, 
the epididymis of which was much enlarged 

a 


476 A TREATISE 


and hardened, while the body of the teftis 
feemed to be in a natural ftate. 

His age, his general appearance, and the 
particular flate of the part, induced me to be- 
lieve it to be. venereal; but, upon afking him 
a few queftions, he afferted, that he had never. 
received any taint of that kind in his life. _He 
faid, that the firft time he had ever taken no- 
tice of this complaint, was about fix weeks 
before, after riding hard in the day, and danc- 
ing all night; that it was very {mall at firft, 
had increafed gradually, and now began to be 
very troublefome to him, either in riding or 
walking; and that not only from its mere 
weight, but from frequent pain in it. 

I am obliged to acknowledge, ‘that I was at 
this time, fo prejudiced by the generally pre- 
vailing doétrine, that a true {cirrhus or cancer 
never began in the epididymis, that I thought, 
either that my patient was deceived himfelf, 
or had a mind to deceive me. . ee 

I therefore gave him a mercurial pill to take 
every night, confifting of a {mall dofe of calo- 
mel, with fome kermes mineral, and directed 
a {mall portion of ung. mercur. to be rubbed 
every evening into the fpermatic procefs. 

By purfuing this method for about ten days, 

si : | Pre Te 
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iis mouth became fore, and he was much dif- 
pleafed thereby; I gave him fome gentle ca- 
thartics, but his {pitting kept at above a pint 
a day, for more than a fortnight : at the end 
of which time, the hardnefs, as well as fize 
and inequality of the epididymis and vas de- 
ferens were manifeftly increafed; and his un- 
eafinefs in thefe parts was greater. 

- The death of a near relation now called 
him into the country, where he ftaid about a 
month. At his return, hefent for me. The 
difeafe was increafed, but’ ftill confined to the 
epididymis; which was now in that ftate, 
which I fuppofe conftituted the caro adnata 
of the ancients: it was hard, craggy, painful, 
and in fize nearly equal to the tefticle itfelf; 
the darting pains were frequent; and the un- - 
eafinefs fen its weight was conftant and 
tirefome. | 

I was now fatisfied of the true nature of the 
cafe, and let drop a hint of the propriety of re- 
moving the part; but having a very delicate 
and timorous man to deal with, I defired 
him to take the opinions of fome other gen- 
tlemen. 


He faw Mr. Middleton and Mr. Nourfe 


as 
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as furgeons, and a shire gentleman as 4 phy- 
fician., 


The two poet advifed ‘wii caftra- 
tion; the Jaft feemed to with him to take the 


cicuta; or the folanum, medicines then in 


fathion. The thought of caftration fhocked 
him fo much, that he willingly embraced any 
hints concerning {pecifics, 

He took ‘tig cicuta fer more th two 
months, beginning with a {mall dofe, and.in- 
creafing it gradually to very large ones. (It 
now and then made him alittle fick and giddy; 
but the difeafe increafed under it fo manifeftly, 
that I was apprehenfive that we were doing 
much worfe than merely lofing time. I fig- 
- nified my fufpicion, and prefied the operation ; 
but he would not hear of it. 

The folanum was now tried under the di- 
rection of the doctor; but it difagreed fo much, 
even in the fmalleft quantity, that there was 
no poffibility of perfifting in it. 

Upon this, as upon moft occafions of this 
kind, every acquaintance recommended either 
a {pecific or a quack: moft of which were 
tried, and I faw no more of my patient for 
above four months. 


. He 
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‘He then fent for me again. The whole 
tefticle and fpermatic procefs, quite within the 
belly, were thoroughly difeafed, hard, and 
knotty; his pain was acute, and almoft con- 
ftant ; and his whole appearance truly pitiable. 
» He was much difpleafed that I, who had 
often prefied him to {ubmit to the operation, 
would not now perform it; but it was too 
Jate. In a few days after this vifit, he applied 
to an operator; who required a very confider= 
able fee before-hand, and laid the whole {per- 
matic procefs open. A very terrible hemor- 
rhage enfued, and he died the next day in in- 
expreflible agony. 

I vifited a patient with Mr. Markland, whofe 
firft local complaint was a hardened, enlarged 
epididymis, and vas deferens; and upon whom 
the whole power of mercury, and other fup- 
pofed deobftruent medicines, together with 
eataplafm, fomentation, &c. were tried, dur- 
ing a long {pace of time, in abfolute confine- 
ment, but to no good purpofe: the part be-- 
came fo large, fo difeafed, and fo painful, and 
the habit of the patient fo-much affected by 
it, that. extirpation was abfolutely neceffary. 
When the part was removed, I examined it 
very, carefully; and never faw a more true. 


and 
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and perfect fcirrhus in my life. The epidi- 
dymis was thrice the fize it ought to have 
been; its external furface was very unequal, 
and very hard ; and in the centre of it was a 
putrid flough, with a {mall quantity of matter, 
juft as it is found very often in the middle of a 
{cirrhous and cancerous tefticle. The tefticle 
was hardly, if at all, altered from a natural 


ftate, except that the tunica vaginalis was ge- 


nerally adherent to the albuginea. Its inter- 
nal texture was foft, and baie very tle mark 


~ of difttem per. 


1 have, at this inftant, a lad in St. Bartho- 


lomew’s hofpital, both whofe tefticles are fo 
truly difeafed, that they muft of neceffity be 
removed. Ihave feen him from the firft of 


the attack. The difeafe for feveral months 


occupied only the epididymis; and had no 

connexion with, or dependence on, any vene- 

real mifchief. Every thing that the art of 

furgery could do (or at leaft every thing that I 

am acquainted with in it) has been tried, but 

without any effect ; and nothing but the oper- 
ation can fave him. 


CASE 


i 
/ 
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Gals. ee XT IX, 


Mr. William Sharp defired me to vifit a 
patient with him.’ The cafe wasa {cirrhous 
tefticle. It: was large, and very hard; but 
fmooth, equal, and no other way painful, than 
from its weight. [here was nothing in the 
tefticle which forbade the operation; on the 
contrary, it was in fuch ftate, as to promife 
very fair for fuccefs; but the {permatic pro- 
cefs, from the teftis quite up to, and appa- 
rently within, the opening in the abdominal 
fendon, was fo large and full, that it was im- 
poffible to feel the veflels. This fulnefs, and 
increafe of fize, if it could be fuppofed to pro- 
ceed from a difeafed ftate of thefe veffels, and 
’ their membranes, was fuch a bar to caftration, 
that nobody could poffibly think of it in fuch 
circumftances: but on the other hand, if it 
could be fuppofed to be owing to an extrava- 
fated fluid, the withdrawing fuch fluid might 
make a very material alteration in the {tate of 
all the parts. Mr. Sharp faid, that he had feen 
this patient fome months before, and had let 
out (as he thought from the tunica vaginalis ) 


“pot. IT, Li a quantity 
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a quantity of water; and that he then found 
the tefticle a great deal too. large; and was 
very fure that ee then diftin@ly felt the {per- 
matic veffels. The tumid procefs, though 
large, full, and tight, yet was fmooth he 
equal throughout ; and 1 thought, that I could 
very nlaindy feeloa bn ica through, the 
whole of its, that is, fromthe. opening» in, the 
oblique mutcle, to the upper part of the tefti, 
cle. . The. patient was young and healthy, 
the weight and fize of the tefticle very trou- 
Ra og and nothing ‘but this ftate of the 
procefs. i in. the cafe, to make it neceflary. to 
defer the operation a moment... A puncture 
was made with alarge lancet into the. tumor, 
jut above the tefticles near a_pint. of clear 
yellow ferum was difcharged ; the, {welling 
jubfided ; the {permatic desis which were > 
ina found, natural flate, became eafily diftins 
cuifhable: the operation was dmmnesiat Bais 
bet dG and aroged fuccefsful.,, 


Cold SE isis yas 6 ee 


A POOR eA who had_ been Faier® 


from one of the navy hofpitals, aap to St. 
Bartholomew’ s. 


He 


| 
ON THE HYDROCELE, &c. 483 


He had a {cirrhous tefticle, which was not 
large, but was as hard as marble: very craggy, 
and unequal, and attended with frequent 
acute pain: the procefs alfo was fo large, 
that, upon fuch examination as I had then 
time to make, I told the man, that I did not 
conceive that he could receive any benefit, 
even from the operation; but one of the go- 
vernors, prevailed on by the man’s folicitation, 
defired that he might be admitted. 

The firft. time we were all met together, I 
produced this man. for the general opinion; 
which was, that if the increafed fize of the 
{fpermatic procefs was the effect of a difeafed 
{tate of the parts compofing it, the operation 
‘was improper, as it would only haften the 
man’s death, and that in a very painful man- 
ner; but if it could be thought.to be owing 
(as in the preceding cafe) to an aeeyaion 
of fluid inthe common membrane, it was cer- 
tainly worth while to try what the diicharge 
of that fluid might produce. 

The whole was related to the man: he 
was informed of otr doubts, of what we in- 
tended to do, and of the probability. that it 

might be of no: fervice to him: a puncture 
was made in that part of. the procefs where - 

Pi | the 
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the fluid was moft palpable; a large quantity 
of lymph was difcharged, the tumor fubfided, 
the {permatic veffels became very diftinguifh- 
able; the operation of caftration was imme- 
diately performed, and the. man went out 
from the hofpital well. 


griscisydpio bat 


A Poor man was taken into St. Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital, for a complication of com- 
plaints; but particularly for a frequent and © 
acute pain in his back and belly. __ . 

When he had been there a day « or two, he 
told the nurfe, that he had a complaint in his 
{crotum; and the next day I was defired to 
look at him. 

He had a difeafed tefticle of the fi ioet ante 
kind, which was not very large, but was hard 
and unequal ; the {permatic procefs was: not 
in a natural ftate, nor very much difeafed; 
and he had a large and very troublefome . 
omental hernia. ‘The man had alfo a very 
morbid afpect; had his reft frequently dif- 
turbed by pain, and was near to fifty years 
old. . 

He 
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He was very folicitous.to have fomething 
done for him, and willing to fubmit to any 
thing for that purpofe; but his cafe was fuch, 
as to render it not an eafy matter to deter- 
mine what to do. : 3 

His rupture was large, and very trouble- 
fome; it was merely omental, and could not 
be kept.up a moment, while he was in an 
erect pofture, without a trufs: a trufs he 
could not wear to any good purpofe, without 
-the pad of it prefling on the fpermatic chord,’ 
and aggravating a greater evil than his rup- 
ture, viz. his resto tefticle. The weight 
of his rupture, added to that of his fcirrhus, 
rendered it impofiible for him to get his bread 
by labour. 

The only method whereby he ait be 
made capable of wearing a proper bandage for 
keeping up his rupture, or even of fufpending 
it with eafe, was, by fubmitting to have the 
{cirrhous tefticle removed by caftration; and 
‘then, his rupture being returned, he might be 
enabled to wear a trufs. But to this there 
were fome objections. In the firft place, the 
hernial fac came fo low, that the procefs 
could not be tied, or cut off, without the fac 
having been firft either laid open, or diffected 
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off from it. In the next place,I did not likethe- 
ftate of the {permatic proéefs, which was both 
too large and too hard: and in the third place, I 
thought the general circumftances of his morbid 
appearance, and bad ftate of health, were great 
‘objections to operations of fuch confequence, as 
‘either the laying open, or diffeting ofthehernial 
fac from the {permatic procefs, or caftration. . 

All this was.related to the man in the fair- 
eft manner poflible; and he defired to have 
fuch, or any operation peeterets, which I 
fhould think right. 

Having been eink tohisbed for more than 
a week previous to the operation, the omentum 
had hardly ever been down during thattime, and 
was now perfectly up. This, though it might 
prove a circumftance in the man’s favour, was 
none im mine as an operator; for the hernial 
fac being empty and flaccid, gave me thereby 
more trouble. The hernia was of the con- 
genial kind; and, confequently, when J 
had divided the fac to the bottom, the ftate 

of the {permatic chord and tefticle was ma- 
nifeft; and I had only to pafs my needle 
and ligature round the upper part of the 
former, without paying any more or par- 
ticular regard to the hernial fac. Upon a 
7 | nearer 
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nearer view of the ftate of the procefs, I liked 
at ftill lefs than I had done before; but there 
was nothing now could be donc, but to go 
through wih the operation, and to take the 
| Pane: of it. I did fo; the man bore it well, 

and was better, for the frft two or three days, 
than I could have expected. After. the firft 
- week was pait, I was daily {urprifed at the 
good ftate of my patient. He was eafy, free 
ane pain or fever, flept well, took nourifh- 
ment; and it was impoffible for any fore to 
be or to look better. 

At the end of three weeks, when. ee: was ‘ 
to all appearance well, and his fore almoft 
healed, he was fuddenly feized with pain all 
over him, and died on the fecond: or third day 
from this attack. 

I had ‘him opened. ‘The portion Ko omen- 
tum, which had formed the hernia, had an~ 
attachment to the peritoneum, juft within 
the mouth of the hernial fac; which, I fup- | 
pofe, was the reafon why it could not be kept 
up while he was erect. The lymphatic glands 
about the lumbal vertebra were all difeafed; 
the liver was {cirrhous throughout, and had a 
large collection of matter in its lower part. 
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